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Universalist Values in the Capital City Area
Sunday, February 26

Sunday, February 5

THIS I BELIEVE; THIS I DO

FOCUSING THROUGH THE LENS OF POSITIVE PURPOSE:
REFLECTING THE LIGHT WITHIN YOU, BACK TO YOU

Lea Black

Lea will discuss using the art of photography as a tool for social and community impact. Lea will take you on a journey
from the seeds of creativity and design planted in childhood,
and describe the numerous milestones of breadcrumb clues
that lead her on her path to discover her heart’s purpose in
photography and her work building connection and understanding in the international community, locally and abroad.
Lea Black moved to Bismarck from North Idaho with her family
in November 2015 and has been excited to utilize her Interdisciplinary BS from the University of Idaho in International Studies/Nutrition combined with her passion of photography to
create her latest and current project, the Human Atlas of Bismarck (HAOB). HAOB is an inclusive photographic portrait of
the face of our community, in all its diversity.

UU Youth
As UUs, we hold a belief in 7 Principles and the sentiment that
what we do while here on Earth matters. In this popular service format, UU youth will share their spiritual journeys and
how they live our UU principles.

Church Calendar
An asterisk (*) indicates related article

TUESDAY, JANUARY 31
UU Board of Trustees Meeting, 5:30 PM

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 1
Adult RE, 7:00 PM

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2
Past Presidents Meeting, 5:30 PM

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5

Sunday, February 12



WATER IS LIFE: A SPACE TO HONOR LIFE

Johnnie Aseron
"All things are possible if we just go about making them possible," says Johnnie Aseron, interfaith prayer coordinator of Oceti
Sakowin Camp. Johnnie Aseron will share stories of extraordinary, courageous people who co-created camp, as well as life at
the heart of this place.
Johnnie Aseron is a storyteller, composer, fine artist, and writer
who has performed and lectured at events around the
world. Haudenosenee/Lakota Hunka, he resides on the Cheyenne River reservation (Lakota) in Eagle Butte, South Dakota.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6
Women’s Voices Practice, 7:00 PM

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7
UU Board of Trustees Meeting, 5:30 PM

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12


Sunday Service & Youth RE, 10:30 AM
Chalice Children Classroom Clean Up Day, 11:45 AM
 Sunday Service, 12:30 PM



Sunday, February 19

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15

I CAN’T KEEP QUIET

*People, Place, Program Gathering, 5:30 PM (p. 2)

Karen Van Fossan, minister

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16

"There comes a time when silence is betrayal," said Martin Luther King, Jr. During challenging times, voices of faith and conviction can grow hoarse or tired. How can we say what we need
to say? How can we sustain our voices over time? How can our
voices make any real difference in the world?
Featuring a special performance of the popular Women's
March song, "Quiet," by the local Attagirls Choir.
Karen Van Fossan has been serving as the minister for the Bismarck Mandan UU congregation since August 2015. She is a foster mom, pastoral counselor, writer, and social justice advocate.

*Sunday Service & Youth RE, 10:30 AM (p. 5)
 Sunday Service, 12:30 PM
 *Women’s Voices Practice, 2:00 PM (p. 3)

UU Men’s Get-Together, Blarney Stone, 5:30 PM

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17
UU Women’s Lunch, BisMan Food Co-op, 12:00 PM

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19




Sunday Service & Youth RE, 10:30 AM
*Sacred Pipe Session, 11:45 AM—12:15 PM (p. 3)
 Sunday Service, 12:30 PM

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21

*Sacred Pipe Session by Cheryl Kary, 11:45 am- 12:15 pm

UU Board of Trustees, 5:30 PM

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26


Sunday Service & Youth RE, 10:30 AM
 Sunday Service, 12:30 PM
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Our UU Community
People, Place, Program Gatherings
Starting Wednesday, February 15th we will have our monthly People, Place, Program Gatherings (PPP) on Wednesday evening with light supper and social at 5:30 pm and PPP meetings starting at 6:00 pm. Here’s a little bit about our PPPs:
The People Place Program ("PPP") Gathering's purpose is to bring more volunteers into the work of the church -- creating a
true community of action within our congregation.
The People Area mission is to promote spiritual growth and vibrant community at the BisMan UU Fellowship and Church by
providing our congregation with spiritual support and opportunities for community engagement and fellowship. Specifically,
we collaborate to develop and deepen our congregation's approach to hospitality, greeting, membership, caring and social
justice.
The Place Area Vision Statement is providing a safe, secure, and aesthetically-pleasing physical environment for our congregation.
The Program Area includes crafting the order of service, coordinating or performing music, facilitating, presenting, and
technical assistance. The Program Area also sets the direction of the ministry of the church. What topics will be discussed
and presented on in Sunday services, what part of the wider world we bring into our church every Sunday, what values are
promoted from the pulpit--these are also part of the mission and work of the Program Area. Program Area needs volunteers
of all types. Those who are detail and task oriented. Those who wish to shape the vision of our ministry.
If you are interested in finding out more about the work of our church and our "PPP" Gatherings, call or email the church office: 701.223.6788 or office@bismanuu.org.

SUNDAY SERVICE MUSIC
Many thanks to Music Director Jean King for sharing generously her time
and wonderful talents in leading and making music during both services since
fall!! Starting in February, Jean King will lead music for the first service at 10:30
am, and Andrea Ficek will lead music during our second service at 12:30 pm.

Candles for the Journey
*We wish a speedy recovery to Kathy Lampman who slipped on the ice
and broke 3 bones in her ankle.

*We hold Janis Cheney, Steve Crane, and their family in our hearts as
Janis faces health challenges related to cancer.
*On January 21, Ann and Mike Knudson became very proud grandparents of Griffin
Knudson (8 pounds, 11 ounces), born to Robert and Kristen Knudson.
*Dale and Angela Pittman are happy to announce the birth of their fifth grandchild, Cade
Timothy Harper, 7 lbs, 7 oz, on January 28.
*We are delighted that Helen Hammond's daughter, Margaret, was able to be here for a
week from New York to spend time with her mother.
*Jean Anderson, 7th grader, is excited to participate in a 6-8th grade math competition
called Mathcounts. We're rooting for you, Jean!
*We are delighted that Helen Hammond's daughter, Margaret, was able to be here for a
week from New York to spend time with her mother.

If you have news of joy or concern or sorrow, please contact Pat Conrad at patriciaryanconrad@msn.com or our
minister at 701.223.6788 or minister@bismanuu.org.

So are we bound together
Affirmation
By Elizabeth Lerner Maclay
As drops of rain that find each
other and build to become a
track, a rivulet, a stream, a river,
a sea, so are we drawn together;
so are we fortunate to find each
other; so are we bound together,
on this shared passage toward an
unknown ocean and eternity.
Informal Social Opportunities!
Men’s Get-Together: Thursday,
February 16, 5:30 PM at Blarney
Stone, downtown Bismarck. All
men are welcome! Contact Ken
Grigsby at 400.0381 if you have
questions.
Women’s Lunch: Friday, February 17, 12:00 PM noon at BisMan
Food Co-op (711 Sweet Ave.), 2nd
floor meeting room. All women
are welcome! Contact CJ Larsen at
516.7848 if you have questions.
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Our UU Community

The Sacred Pipe Resource Center Session

Annual Business Meeting Nubs (12.18.16)

Sunday, February 19,

2016 Treasurer’s Report: $115,673.82 income,
$20,595.58 of which was dedicated donations for
Standing Rock support; Treasurer’s report approved

11:45 am—12:15 pm



Financial Task Force chair Marnie Piehl outlined
fundraising goal, invited ideas from congregation



Nominating Committee: Liz Anderson and Don Morrison terms expired—-Angela Harmon and Dennis
Lyon nominated and elected; Diane Chielens has
one year left



Board of Trustees: Steve Crane term expired, Molly
Goebel tendered resignation 6/2016; Rita Kelly appointed to fill vacancy 9/2016; Rita Kelly and Liz
Loos were nominated to Board and elected; Lisa
Omlid, Christine Kujawa, and Paul Markel have one
year remaining



Social Action Working Group: very active in 2016
(Sock Drive, Refugee Families—partnership with
Lutheran Social Services, LGBTQ resolution, Standing with Standing Rock, partnerships with Faith Forward and Global Neighbors, etc.)

The Sacred Pipe Resource Center (SPRC)
began an initiative to establish a community health center in Bismarck in 2015. To reach this goal, SPRC created their American
Indian Health Issues Community Engagement Team (CET) and
eventually partnered with Northland Community Health Center to
submit a New Access Point (NAP) grant in July 2016. We are excited
to announce the grant was successful and we will be opening a
NEW Bismarck Community Health Center in April of 2017. That is, IF
we can pull together the funding for renovations of the building and
gain a clientele of users. This session would like to present ways
you can help ensure this project is available to address the healthcare needs of the community.





Board approved 4% raise for office administrator;
and half-time minister at $27/hr. with health insurance benefits through UUA ($370.54/mo.)



2017 deficit budget was approved; have $51,987
projected income, budget expense total is $89,890



Acknowledgement of service accolades to Steve
Crane (2016 president), and 2015 co-presidents
Marnie Piehl and Molly Goebel; special acknowledgement thanks to Jean King, music director

during fellowship hour

—Cheryl Ann Kary

Our UU Folk Choir Welcomes YOU!
The UU Folk Choir welcomes any and all musicians and
singers! Practice begins Friday evenings from 5 to 6 pm at
the church, and again before the service at 10 am.
Director Jean King can be reached
at jking@bis.midco.net if you have any questions.

Photo: CJ Larsen, 1.20.17

Left: A creative solution to
moving a pickup load of
firewood off the street—
roll out the garbage can!
Mike Knudson and Julie
Taylor, minister-inresidence. During this
time of active solidarity
with Standing Rock, UUs
from around the country
have put together a
“minister-in-residence”
program to support us. A
UU minister will spend up
to a week with us, sharing
special gifts and offering
general support.

Women's voices welcome!
Sunday, February 5, 2:00 PM; Monday, February 6, 7:00 PM
All women are invited to join their voices with other women's voices, here at the UU. Inspired by an acapella version of
"Quiet," performed by MILCK at the Women's March in DC January 21, a local group of determined women will be working
up their own arrangement. If you are interested in participating and taking action through the arts, please contact Andrea
Ficek (701.391.0901) for more details. The first performance is set for Thursday, February 9 for Giving Hearts Day, with all
donations going to the ND Women's Network. Visit icantkeepquiet.org for more info on the song, writer, and musical movement.
At the UU—featuring a special performance of "Quiet" by the local Attagirls Choir during our
February 19th Sunday service!
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UU Community in Pictures
The Oceti Sakowin Camp Fund Yurt
When we dreamed of the interfaith yurt months ago, we offered
it as a gift to Oceti Sakowin camp. Because of the demands on
camp coordinators, we continued to maintain the yurt as one
aspect of the gift. Oceti Sakowin camp media has officially and
graciously accepted the gift.
On behalf of Oceti Sakowin Camp Fund, LLC, John Bigelow
(pictured with Liz Loos and Karen Van Fossan, right) has agreed
to take over all ownership and maintenance of the yurt. It will
soon be used as a safe and comfortable place for water protectors to share testimony with the United Nations. In the near future, it will be moved to a new location above the flood plain.
—Karen Van Fossan, minister

Below: Paula Antoine of camp media receives the yurt key from Karen
Van Fossan. Thiago Wolfer of the Nonviolent Peaceforce looks on.
Photos submitted by Karen Van Fossan, 1.28.17

Women’s March at State Capitol
Bismarck, ND
Many UUs and friends were at the Women’s March on Saturday,
January 21. Afterwards, the North Dakota Women’s Network hosted
a gathering at our UU church.
Photos submitted by CJ Larsen and Karen Van Fossan
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Calendar - Upcoming MidAmerica Events
Feb 15-16, 2017 8:00AM - 5:00PM
OWL Facilitator Training - St.Paul MN
Feb 19, 2017 10:00PM
Installation of Rev Erik David Carlson
Feb 24-26, 2017 7:00PM - 8:30AM
CONveyance, HAYC Social Justice CON
Feb 25, 2017 10:00AM - 4:00PM
Love Reaches Out workshop in LaCrosse WI
Mar 31, 2017
Donate to Chalice Lighters Winter Call by today!

Brilliant Bits from Boston: The Outreach Revolution Network
UUA Outreach Team
The month's Brilliant Bit comes from the UUA Outreach Team,
which is teaming up with you to develop the tools, graphics,
and skills we need to take outreach to a new level. This is for
anyone involved with communication, promotion, and planning in a congregation, as well as anyone interested in reaching wider audiences about Unitarian Universalism. Join the
revolution by signing up for monthly emails with free customizable and branded graphics you can share on social media.
You will also be the first to get the tips we offer through the
Growing UU blog and our roundup of the best outreach tips
for the month.
Sign up today! https://uua874.activehosted.com/f/1317
For more Brilliant Bits from Boston, check out the latest edition of the UUA Bulletin at
http://www.uua.org/communications/bulletin

Human Atlas of Bismarck (ref. 2/5/17 program
description)
Lea Black— mama, professional photographer—moved to
Bismarck from North Idaho with her family in November 2015
and has been excited to utilize her Interdisciplinary BS from
the University of Idaho in International Studies/Nutrition combined with her passion of photography to create her latest
and current project, the Human Atlas of Bismarck (HAOB).
HAOB is an inclusive photographic portrait of the face of our
community, in all its diversity. The cumulative images of individuals in Bismarck combined with brief yet poignant interviews tell a story that connects us all.
Lea would love for YOU to be a part of the Atlas featuring
your unique story, purpose, and beauty that you bring to our
community! Contact Lea at leablackphotography@gmail.com
for more information and check out her website:
http://www.lblackphoto.com/.

MidAmerica Regional
Assembly will be at
the Oak Brook Marriott in Oak Brook Illinois (Chicago area) on
April 28-30, 2017.
In spite of our small numbers
in the national religious scene, Unitarian Universalists have
been at the forefront of every significant social change in our
nation's history. Now, more than ever, we need to work with
partners to have an impact in our cities, states and country.
Our Keynote Speaker will be Rev. Dr. Lee Barker, President and
Professor of Ministry at Meadville-Lombard Theological School!
Rev. Dr. Barker's topic will be:
To Multi-faith: A Verb Unitarian Universalism is perfectly situated to promote constructive multi-faith engagement for increased understanding and enhanced harmony. Success will
depend on a new understanding of what it means to “be engaged.” You can find out more at www.midamericauua.org/ra.

UU Board trustee, Christine Kujawa, spoke on behalf of
our Board on HB 1386 on February 1, 2017. The following
transcript was her testimony—-Thank you, Christine!
Dear Chairman Weisz and Members of the Human Service
Committee:
Good morning. For the record my name is Christine Kujawa. I’m a lifelong resident of North Dakota, and currently
reside in Bismarck. I am here in my capacity as a member
of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship and Church of Bismarck-Mandan Board of Trustees.
Our Board of Trustees unanimously supports HB 1386 and
the addition of the phrase “sexual orientation” to the state’s
policy against discrimination.
This addition is in line with our church’s principles, namely
our covenant to affirm and promote the “inherent worth and
dignity of every person,” as well as insuring “justice, equity, and compassion in human relations.”
While we would all like to think that people know that it is
not right to discriminate against others, it is unfortunately
the case that there are people who do, as evidenced by
testimony and data provided at the beginning of the hearing. This is why it is so important to have anti-discrimination
policies, such as the State of ND currently has. However,
one phrase is missing. We wholeheartedly support the addition of the phrase “sexual orientation” to the State’s policy
on discrimination. We hope you do, too, and urge you to
vote in favor of HB 1386.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Christine Kujawa, Trustee Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
and Church of Bismarck-Mandan Board of Trustees
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For Your Information
I would rather live in a world where my life is
surrounded in mystery than live in a world so
small that my mind could comprehend it.

Camp UniStar Is Hiring for Summer 2017
Spend the summer working where natural beauty is rich, life is simple, and
community is cherished. Nestled in the Chippewa National Forest on Star
Island, near Bemidji, Minnesota, Camp UniStar is a uniquely Unitarian Universalist family camp for UUs and like-minded individuals. Work with children, youth, and families at this rustic camp with extensive waterfront activities and a variety of weekly programs. Openings for experienced and
apprentice staff of all ages.

—Harry Emerson Fosdick (1878-1969)

Positions include: Camp Director, Food Service Director, Waterfront Director, Assistant Director, Children's Program Director, Youth Program Director, and Program Area Staff.
For more information, visit http://www.campunistar.org/jobs.

2016 End of Year Church Finances
The following figures are from financial statements
from our monthly UU board meetings—this particular one is a reprint from our January 2017 newsletter. February financial statement to be printed in
March newsletter.
As of January 4, 2017
2016 pledged income

$60,290.00

2016 pledges paid:

$57,010.00

Offering basket:

$ 3,325.84

Building use donation:

$ 4,104.68

Income figures reflect accumulative totals from the
beginning of the 2016 year
Four generations at Women’s March in Bismarck—
Betty Mills, Sherry Mills-Moore, Katie Aitchison with
daughter

We Rise
Lobby day for the ND Women's Network
Join us on March 14th at the Bismarck Capitol Building for the
second Women's Lobby Day!
visit www.standupnd.org for more information and to register!

Standing with Standing Rock information can
be accessed by clicking on our Social Action Tab
on our website at www.bismanuu.org.
More information on Standing Rock can be found at
http://www.ocetisakowincamp.org/

2017 Board of Trustees and Staff
President, Rita Kelly
Vice President, Liz Loos
Secretary, Paul Markel
Treasurer, Lisa Omlid
Trustee, Christine Kujawa

ritafkelly@gmail.com
elizloos@gmail.com
paulmarkel68@gmail.com
omlid.lisa@gmail.com
chriskuj@gmail.com

Minister
Karen Van Fossan
E-mail: minister@bismanuu.org
Office Hours: By appointment ; regular hours pending

Office Administrator/Communications Coordinator
Tamera Markel
Church phone: 701-223-6788 Cell phone/text: 701-527-8899
E-mail: office@bismanuu.org

Bismarck Mandan UU Fellowship & Church
Mailing address:
P.O. Box 297
818 East Divide Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58502-0297

Check out our Website!

We are on Facebook!

www.bismanuu.org

Vision Statement
We will be a vibrant, caring, spiritual community
for all who seek an inspirational and
religious home.
Mission Statement
We are a fellowship of free minds, welcoming
all, a beacon of enlightenment and sanctuary,
and offering a call to build a better self,
community and world.
Religious Education Mission Statement
The Bismarck-Mandan Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship seeks to provide a path for spiritual
inquiry for people of all ages.
Welcoming Congregation
We are a Unitarian Universalist Welcoming
Congregation that seeks to be a spiritual home
for people of free faith regardless of race, color,
gender, affectional or sexual orientation, age,
national origin, socioeconomic status,
physical or mental ability.

Very Useful Links
Unitarian Universalist Association
www.uua.org
E-mail: minister@bismanuu.org
Office Hours: By appointment; Wednesdays—please
call; regular hours pending

Mid America Region
http://midamericauua.org/
Quest for Meaning

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

(Church of the Larger Fellowship Young Adult Forum—VERY
cool!)

Monday, Wednesday, Friday

www.questformeaning.org

7:00 am—9:00 am

Openly Secular

Tuesday, Wednesday
3:30 pm-6:00 pm
It is ALWAYS a good idea to call first before stopping by:
701.223.6788 or cell/text 701.527.8899.

Newsletter: Tamera Markel
If you have newsletter items or ideas, please
e-mail them to office@bismanuu.org.

http://openlysecular.org

Remember—OUR UU PROGRAMS ARE RECORDED!
Televised Sunday Programs 5:30 pm cable channel 12 or
612 HD or via internet www.freetv.org. Programs will be
announced in our bulletin and electronic announcements.
You can also access video recorded programs on our You
Tube channel or search You Tube for “Bismarck Mandan
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship.” Audio recordings are
available at www.bismanuu.org.

