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Sunday, February 1

CONFLICT AND UNDERSTANDING

Don Morrison
Following January’s programs focused on justice, we’re moving into
the February theme of love. Don will bridge the two months with
some thoughts about how disagreement can lead to a deeper understanding of each other and community. Don works as the Executive Director at the Dakota Resource Council.

Sunday, February 8

I’D LIKE TO TEACH THE WORLD TO SING...WAIT, IT ALREADY CAN!

Kris Kitko

STANDING ON THE SIDE OF

Both music and love have been called the "Universal Language."
Join us for a morning of singing (or listening, if you prefer) songs
from the 1920s-the present that explore our connections with each
other through positive lyrics and imagery. We will also build a community intergenerational song.

LOVE
Church Calendar

Kris Kitko is an educator and recording artist who performs at a variety of community settings, including churches, bars, hospitals,
schools, museums, & festivals.

Sunday, February 15

An asterisk (*) indicates related article

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1


Sunday Service & children’s service, 10:30 am



Sunday Service & children’s service, 10:30 am
 Board Meeting at 11:45 am

THIS I BELIEVE; THIS I DO

Monte Faul

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8

As UUs, we hold a belief in 7 Principles and the sentiment that what
we do while here on Earth matters. Monte Faul will discuss how he
lives these principles.
After being raised in fundamentalist Christianity, Monte went on to
study meditation, philosophy and has been compelled to spend
countless hours contemplating the mysteries of life. Best described
as a philosophical primitive, Monte will share his unique perspectives on emotion, thought, intuition and being.

Sunday, February 22

CARING ABOUT CHILDREN IN NORTH DAKOTA

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11


SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15


April represented the rural Jamestown area in the state legislature
for 10 years and was a candidate for Secretary of State in 2014. She
served as a policy analyst for North Dakota Farmers Union and is
currently the executive director of the Head Injury Association of
North Dakota.

Sunday Service & children’s service, 10:30 am
 PPP Gathering at 11:45 am

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18

Men’s Get-Together, 5:30 pm at Luft downtown Bismarck

April Fairfield
A critical piece of who we are as a people is how we care for the
health and well-being of our children. April Fairfield is a Bush Foundation Leadership Fellow delving into the broad agenda of poverty
reduction in North Dakota.

*Adult RE Discussion, 7-8:30 pm

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20

Women’s Lunch at Minerva’s at 12 noon

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22


Sunday Service & children’s service, 10:30 am
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Mitten Tree
Thanks to all who contributed hats, scarves, gloves
and mittens to our congregation's Mitten Tree this
past holiday season. On Sunday, January 18th the
kids in the RE class looked over what had been donated and noticed that there were items in sizes for
both children and adults. They decided that the
children's items should be donated to BECEP and the
adult items to the Ruth Meier's Hospitality House. Thanks
to Maggie, Gus, and Cassia for their good advice. The
items were delivered on January 20th.

Thanks to Our Volunteers!
Thanks are extended to Vicki voskuil, Liz Loos, Jim Dawson, and Pat Conrad for fulfilling our congregation's offer
to serve the noon meal at the Ruth Meiers Hospitality
House in late January. Our next date of service will be
Thursday, April 30th.

Missouri Valley Coalition for Homeless People
For the past 2 years our congregation has been a member of the Missouri Valley Coalition for Homeless People
(MVCHP), and I have been attending the monthly meetings and taking on some minor volunteer tasks. This is
the first of a series of updates I'm sharing with the congregation on the issue of homelessness in our community. This month I'm providing information on the backpack program. In future months I'll provide information
about homeless shelters, feeding programs, food pantries, and the community assessment and referral system.
But before I begin I want to acknowledge that we have experienced our first death of a homeless person in
2015. There were 4 such deaths in 2014. This year's individual died of pneumonia in his car in the south WALMART parking lot during that really cold snap earlier in January.
Pat Conrad

Donations Made In Memory
*Donation made in memory of Phyllis Omlid by Lisa Omlid
*Donation made in memory of Tammy Hathaway for her wonderful service at the UU by
Dean & Pat Conrad

Candles for the Journey
*We rejoice in Steven Crane's retirement from Basin Electric on Friday, January 23rd. Steve is an
avid gardener and gardening season will arrive soon (we hope).
*LaVonne Scott is in our thoughts as she recovers from a stroke at the Good Samaritan rehab facility. LaVonne
bounced back into the hospital briefly for an unrelated issue in mid-January. We hope that she is finally on the
mend.
*Our thoughts are with long-time member Rita Kelly whose husband Joe Westby died in early January. Joe dedicated his life to education, and before his retirement had served as the Executive Director of the North Dakota
Education Association.
*Our thoughts have also been with Tammy Hathaway whose father died in New York state shortly after Tammy
and her family moved that direction. Anyone wishing to write to Tammy can address the correspondence to 6
Leaward Way, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 or e-mail tammyg_1998@yahoo.com.
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Backpacks for Kids
The Bismarck and Mandan Public Schools have had a program for several years in which severely low income children are
provided with a backpack full of food to take home with them over the weekend when they will not have access to the schools'
hot lunch and breakfast programs. Several years ago backpacks were sent home twice a week - on both Wednesdays and Fridays. Now the Community Action Agency only has enough funding to provide the backpacks on an every other week basis. Sometimes real backpacks are used and sometimes just plastic grocery bags. Children are referred to the program by
their school social workers.
About 600 backpacks were delivered the first week in January. The food is something the children can eat without needing to
use a stove or the help of an adult. Each backpack contained a bag of dry cereal, granola bars, a loaf of bread, and small poptop containers of canned fruit and ravioli. Sometimes, if there is adequate money, they also distribute peanut butter and jelly.
Some of the food has been donated, and some has been purchased with funding that has been donated. Volunteers pack the
backpacks and deliver them to the schools. Beulah has requested to join the backpack program, but there are inadequate
funds to expand to that community.
United Way has recently started implementing its own backpack program, with backpacks also provided on an every other
week basis. United Way distributed 480 backpacks in early January. They serve just the grade schools in Bismarck and Mandan. United Way gets its food from sponsors such as businesses and non-profits, SAMS Club, and the Great Plains Food
Bank. United Way attempts to provide 2 breakfasts, 2 lunches and dinners, 2 snacks and 2 beverages in each back pack.
I question why 2 different agencies are providing pretty much the same service. Wouldn't it be better if the programs were
combined? Or are there limitations on the funding available to one agency that the other can get around? These are the types
of issues the Coalition attempts to resolve. Stay tuned on the outcome of this issue.
Pat Conrad

Building Updates
ART WALL DISPLAY
Far left window replaced
January 19, 2015

EARLY PHOTOGRAPHS OF NATIVE AMERICANS

Our window is fixed! Our final cost to replace the window vandalized last November was $265.00.
In early January, our fireplace door broke, likely due to the heat
from the fire. The door was replaced January 30, 2015, costing
$69.23. Thanks to Mike Knudson for taking care of our glass issues!
Far right: Girls on Horseback by Frank B. Fiske

Mike & Ann Knudson
Mike & Ann have published two books. “Ransom County’s
Loyal Defenders” is about World War I service members from
Ransom County, ND, where they lived 1979-1986. “Warriors
in Khaki’” is about Native Americans from ND who served in
WWI. They are currently gathering material for a book about
Native Americans from South Dakota who served in World
War I. The working title is “SD Warriors in Khaki.” Anyone
with relevant information or images is encouraged to contact
Left side window broken on January 4, 2015

them at mikeannknudson@msn.com.
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Exciting opportunity for teenagers! Check out the website uucsj.org/youth and be
inspired to participate in one of these awesome summer programs!

Do you know a youth who is fired up about social justice? Help spread the word — the UU College of Social Justice’s summer
youth programs are enrolling now.
This summer, we have expanded our teen programs. Please share the information below with young people who are committed
to social justice and eager to grow in community.
Activate General Assembly: A One-Day Sampler, June 24
Join us in Portland, Ore., to dig into climate justice and plan how to be part of change. Perfect for passionate environmentalists
as well as youth new to climate issues.
Activate New Orleans, July 18–26
Ten years after Hurricane Katrina, there’s still work to be done. Help rebuild a thriving New Orleans in this program run in
partnership with the Center for Ethical Living and Social Justice Renewal.
Activate Boston, July 18–August 1
Gain a broad foundation of justice skills through mini-internships and work with groups like Boston Mobilization. You'll explore ways to advocate for change, all in a city rich with UU history.
NEW! Activate Southwest Border, August 1–9
This program, based in Tucson with our partner BorderLinks, will give you profound insight into immigration and human
rights. Find your place in immigration justice today.
Group opportunities
UUCSJ offers service-learning trips customized for your youth group. Our experienced staff will work with your group to schedule a trip full of enriching service opportunities.

Adult Discussion: A Chosen Faith
As the winter wears on, we all could use some stimulating discussion and this is a great opportunity! A Chosen Faith is a series of
essays by Rev John Buehrens and Rev Forrest Church. One description says, "This graceful introduction to Unitarian Universalism...draws on the common experiences of life and is grounded in a
deep faith." It is a short (190 pages), accessible, and very engaging
consideration of what draws us to our faith and what keeps us coming back. Books will be available for purchase ($16); there will be a
few available for loan as well.
Carol Jean Larsen and Janis Cheney will lead the discussions on
February 11, March 11, and April 8, from 7-8:30 at the church from
7-8:30 p.m. Contact either Carol Jean 516.7848 or Janis 426.6950 or
Tamera at the office 223.6788 if you have questions

Would you be interested...?
We all have hidden talents waiting to be discovered! Even those of us who may not think of ourselves as artistic have creative capacity to explore. We are considering a weekend afternoon
'Art Party' opportunity facilitated by a local artist.
If you have questions, or if this is something in
which you might like to participate, please contact Janis Cheney at jcheney@bis.midco.net or
426.6950.
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Registration for Regional Assembly is Open
Join UUs from across the Region in Naperville, Illinois, April 17 to 19 for...

3 days of exciting programming and networking with fellow UUs
 2 outstanding keynote speakers who will be intertwining their com

ments, presenting together in the two time slots.

 Rev. Rosemary Bray McNatt is the new president of Starr King School for
the Ministry and a contributing editor for the UU World.

 Rev. Dr. Marlin Lavanhar is senior minister of the largest UU congregation in the US with over 1800
adult members -All Souls in Tulsa Oklahoma.

 24 different workshops presented in two sessions on Saturday afternoon. Descriptions of all
workshops are on the web site. Workshop tracks will include:


Stewardship



Multicultural/Inclusion



Social Justice



Deepening UU



Worship and
New Era



3 worship services led by UU ministers from the three UU Ministers Association Chapters
 1 MidAmerica Business Meeting. Hear what is happening in MidAmerica Region and, if you are a


delegate, vote on business matters.
All programming will take place at the Marriott Hotel in Naperville (just west of Chicago). Guest rooms
are available at a special group rate.
Early bird registration fee for adults is $175. Discounted rates are available for young adults, youth, and
children. A limited number of partial scholarships are available - apply online. Registration includes all
programming plus four meals. Child care will be provided for registered children over the age of three.
Registration is open now. Early bird registration ends March 16. If you are interested in being a delegate from the BisMan UU, contact Tamera at office@bismanuu.org.
To register or for more information go to
http://www.midamericauua.org/RA

Preview of Coming Attractions!
Mark your calendar for the weekend of March 28-29. Our special guest will be Rev. David Kraemer.
Saturday afternoon, Rev Kraemer will facilitate a workshop focused on writing our life stories with a
component considering end of life decisions and planning. This event is suitable for people at any
stage of life. In the evening there will be a potluck at the church. All are welcome and encouraged to
take advantage of this opportunity!

Vision Statement
We will be a vibrant, caring, spiritual community
for all who seek an inspirational and
religious home.

2015 Board of Trustees and Staff
Board
Co-President, Marnie Piehl
Co-President, Molly Brooks
Secretary, Ronya Hoblit
Treasurer, Lisa Omlid
Trustee, Stephen Crane

piehl.patch@gmail.com
brooks.molly@gmail.com
hoblit2001@yahoo.com
omlid.lisa@gmail.com
scrane@bepc.com

Mission Statement
We are a fellowship of free minds, welcoming
all, a beacon of enlightenment and sanctuary,
and offering a call to build a better self,
community and world.

Communications Coordinator/Office Manager

Religious Education Mission Statement
The Bismarck-Mandan Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship seeks to provide a path for spiritual
inquiry for people of all ages.

Tamera Markel
Church phone: 701-223-6788 Cell phone: 701-934-3169
E-mail: office@bismanuu.org

Welcoming Congregation
We are a Unitarian Universalist Welcoming
Congregation that seeks to be a spiritual home
for people of free faith regardless of race, color,
gender, affectional or sexual orientation, age,
national origin, socioeconomic status,
physical or mental ability.

Bis-Man UU Fellowship & Church
P.O. Box 297
Bismarck, ND 58502

We are on Facebook!

Check out our Website!
www.bismanuu.org

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday, Wednesday, Friday
11:00 am to 3:00 pm
Office hours will vary.
It is ALWAYS a good idea to call first before stopping by: 701.223.6788

Very Useful Links
Unitarian Universalist Association
www.uua.org
Mid America Region
http://midamericauua.org/
Quest for Meaning
(Church of the Larger Fellowship Young Adult Forum—VERY cool!)
www.questformeaning.org

