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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7 

 Sunday Service & children’s service, 10:30 am 

 Board Meeting at 12 noon 
 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14 

 Program Area Meeting at 8:45 am 

 Sunday Service & children’s service, 10:30 am 
 

 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19 
Women’s Lunch at Minerva’s at 12 noon 

 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21 

 Sunday Service & children’s service, 10:30 am 

 PPP Gathering at 12 noon 
 

 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24 
Christmas Eve Gathering at 9:00 pm 

 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28 
Sunday Service & children’s service, 10:30 am 

 

 

The BisMan UU Monthly Newsletter—Sharing Unitarian  
Universalist Values in the Capital City Area  

Sunday, December 7 
MINISTRY ON THE MARGINS 

Mike and Kathy Schneider 
 

Ministry on the Margins is an ecumenical organization which 

reaches out and serves the marginal people in our community —the 

homeless, those in transition and the working poor. The Ministry 

provides coffee house times, meetings for cooperative agencies 

and a food pantry.  
 

Mike and Kathy Schneider are on the leadership team and were 

involved with Sr. Kathleen Atkinson since its conception. They are 

ordinary people who through this ministry have learned about the 

poor and broken in the Bismarck area and have been richly blessed 

because of their service. 

Sunday, December 14  
THIS I BELIEVE; THIS I DO 

Ken Grigsby and Elicia Faul 
 

As UUs, we hold a belief in 7 Principles and the sentiment that what 

we do while here on Earth matters. In this popular service format, 

members Ken and Elicia will share their spiritual journey and how 

they live our UU principles. 

Sunday, December 21  
WINTER SOLSTICE 

Shay MacKay 
 

Come join us for a Winter Solstice service as we, in the words of 

Joyce Rupp, “seek solace in the empty places of winter’s passage.” 

When we rest within the darkness, we often find that the light and 

hope we are searching for is inside our own hearts.    

 

Shay MacKay is finishing her 2nd year at Starr King School for the 

Ministry in Berkeley, CA, working towards ordination as a UU minis-

ter.  She is a musician and composer who enjoys exploring how mu-

sic can both heal and inspire us to action within our world. 

Wednesday, December 24 at 9 PM 
CHRISTMAS EVE GATHERING 

Jean King, Angela Harmon & Carol Jean Larsen 
 

Join us on Christmas Eve as we sit around the fireplace and share 

seasonal songs and readings. Bring Christmas treats to share if you 

have extras. The church will provide hot cider and coffee and the 

warmth of good fellowship afterwards.  

Sunday, December 28 
TO BE ANNOUNCED 

 

Not to worry! The UU Program Area has something spe-

cial in store and this will be announced as the exciting 

details arise. 
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Welcome Tammy Markel as 
Communications  

Coordinator/Office Manager 
 

As a child, Tammy grew up on a farm in 

central Minnesota. As a young adult, she moved to southern 

California and graduated from San Diego State University with 

a B.A. in Linguistics and Spanish with a minor in Anthropology. 

After several years of living in California, she moved back to 

snow country and landed here in North Dakota. Tammy later 

earned an M.S. degree in Communication Disorders from 

Minot State University. 

 

Tammy and her husband have five sons and one daughter with 

ages ranging from 21 to 1. They also share a home with one 

high maintenance cat named Fluffy. 

 

Tammy feels extremely honored to work for the UU Church. 

She looks forward to working with our congregation and com-

munity! 

 

Welcome, Tammy!! 
 

Bis-Man UU Kids Will Spread Joy, Pay-It
-Forward During the Holidays! 

 

On Nov 30 (following Thanksgiving) the elementary age 

kids of Bis-Man UU will be given an envelope with a 

small amount of seed money to do good for others. Their 

mission will be to find a way to spend the money in a 

way that helps as many people as possible.  

 

For instance, buying cookie mix and baking cookies for 

the local fire department. Or buying a flower and visit-

ing someone at a nursing home who doesn't have a lot of 

visitors. Or buying an ice cream for the next person at a 

restaurant, etc. 

 

Along with the good deed, the kids will pass along a 

hand made note/card for each good deed with a note 

inviting the community to Pay it Forward and do their 

own good deed, passing on the card to the next person. 

 

The note card will include a link to a Survey Monkey site 

where people who experience the children's good 

deeds could log their experience and how they paid it 

forward. We'll keep a chart of the kindnesses shared and 

post the feedback and heart-warming stories throughout 

the season to encourage the good deep chain to keep 

going.   

-Allison Spector, Sunday School Teacher 

Sebastian, an artist, blooms while patiently waiting for 

his mom, the new Office Manager, Tammy Markel.   

UU Mitten Tree 
A tradition in our congregation is the hanging of our mitten tree 

each December. All are encouraged to purchase children's hats, 

scarves, gloves or mittens to hang like ornaments on our tree. At 

the end of the Christmas holidays all donated items will be given 

to one of our local charities to provide a little additional warmth 

to children in need. The mitten tree will be hung the first Sunday 

in December.  
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In October, Allison Spector volunteered to take over 

as the lead teacher utilizing value concepts com-

bined with art. As a first project the children made 

paper mache lanterns,  found simple readings fo-

cusing on the “warmth of community,” and prac-

ticed songs with Jean King.  Their work culminated 

in a wonderful intergenerational event on Novem-

ber 6……a Lantern Walk along the wooded  trail on 

the State Capitol grounds.  With lanterns held high, 

children and adults sang their way through the 

dusk, stopping for a few readings and then back to 

the church for a potluck and fellowship.  A new tra-

dition may have been started by our children.  

Guest At Your Table 
Begins at the Bis-Man UU on November 30! 

By celebrating Guest at Your Table in our congre-

gation, we are helping nurture a spirit of gratitude 

and "justice, equity, and compassion in human 

relations." Guest at Your Table fosters under-

standing and awareness of the Unitarian Univer-

salist Service Committee (UUSC) human-rights 

work. 

 

UUSC is the Social Justice arm of the Unitarian 

Universalist Association of Congregations ( UUA) 

but is does not receive UUA funding. UUSC relies 

on donations from churches like ours and people 

like us. For more information about Guest At Your 

Table, click HERE. 

Candles for the Journey 
 

Our thoughts and prayers go to Brian Palecek and his family as Brian recovers from 
quadruple bypass surgery. 

http://www.uusc.org/
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(Above and right) 

The Hathaway Family would like to thank this wonder-

ful Fellowship for so much. Your love and support 

have been what has held us up in Bismarck, ND. We 

love you all. The is farewell for now….but never 

goodbye forever... 

Love this picture….The Tammy’s!! 

(Below) 

When the UU Youth speak, we listen! What an inspir-

ing and moving service, This I Believe—Youth Style 

on November 9 provided by three middle schoolers 

who have grown in our Religious Education program. 

They rocked it! 

(Above) 

10 year old Jean and mom, Liz, speak on Gratitude at 

November 16 service. What a beautiful service it was! 



Vision Statement 

We will be a vibrant, caring, spiritual community 

for all who seek an inspirational and  

religious home. 
 

Mission Statement 

We are a fellowship of free minds, welcoming 

all, a beacon of enlightenment and sanctuary, 

and offering a call to build a better self,  

community and world. 
 

Religious Education Mission Statement 

The Bismarck-Mandan Unitarian Universalist 

Fellowship seeks to provide a path for spiritual 

inquiry for people of all ages. 
 

Welcoming Congregation 

We are a Unitarian Universalist Welcoming  

Congregation that seeks to be a spiritual home 

for people of free faith regardless of race, color, 

gender, affectional or sexual orientation, age, 

national origin, socioeconomic status,  

physical or mental ability. 

2014 Board of Trustees and Staff 

Board 
President, Colleen Reinke    cjreinke@gmail.com 

Secretary, Marnie Piehl     piehl.patch@gmail.com 

Treasurer, Lisa Omlid      omlid.lisa@gmail.com 

Director, Molly Brooks      brooks.molly@gmail.com 

 

Communications Coordinator/Office Manager 
Tammy Markel 

Church phone: 701-223-6788 Cell phone: 701-934-3169 

E-mail: office@bismanuu.org  

 

 

Bis-Man UU Fellowship & Church 

Check out our Website! 

www.bismanuu.org 

P.O. Box 297 

Bismarck, ND 58502 
 

We are on Facebook! 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday And Friday: 11:30-2:30 PM 

Office hours will vary. 

It is ALWAYS a good idea to call first before stopping by: 701.223.6788 

Very Useful Links 
 

Unitarian Universalist Association 

www.uua.org 

 

Mid America Region 

http://midamericauua.org/ 

 

Quest for Meaning 

(Church of the Larger Fellowship Young Adult Forum—VERY cool!) 

www.questformeaning.org 

http://www.bismanuu.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bismarck-Mandan-Unitarian-Universalist-Fellowship-and-Church/144794788912484
http://www.uua.org
http://midamericauua.org/
http://www.questformeaning.org/

