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Sunday, April 1, 2012

Sunday, April 22, 2012

IN SEARCH OF UU LAUGHTER

PERSPECTIVES ON EARTH DAY: UU KIDS SPEAK OUT

Betty Mills
Facilitator: Colleen Reinke

Presented by the UU Youth
Facilitator: Tim Hathaway

We have our own words to hymns, our own ideas of how we should
teach our children, and what we consider religious. So why not, on
April Fool's Day, a little excursion into what we find funny in church?
Betty is a Charter Member and Founding Mother of our Fellowship.
She has served on both the Prairie Star District Board and National
Unitarian Universalist Association Board. Betty is currently a columnist for the Prairie Independent.

Sunday, April 8, 2012
EASTER BRUNCH

Janis Cheney—Service
Carol Jean Larsen—Brunch
Join us for our celebration of spring! We'll enjoy a delectable Easter
Brunch and reflect on the blessings of this season of light and
growth and hope.
The UU Traditional Easter Brunch (with vegan option) will be followed by Janis Cheney’s celebration. Our UU chefs prepare the
tasty pancake, fruit & sausage meal. There is a free-will offering.
Your relatives and friends are welcome.
*There is no children’s Sunday School today, however children are
very welcome to join their families for the celebration and brunch!*

Sunday, April 15, 2012

BECOMING A GREEN SANCTUARY

Tom Disselhorst & the UU Social Action Team
Facilitator: Don Morrison
Tom Disselhorst and our Social Action committee will discuss the
process and the pros and cons of our fellowship becoming a certified Green Sanctuary under a special environmental program of our
parent denomination, the Unitarian Universalist Association. According to the UUA, the Green Sanctuary program “invites congregations to embark on an exploration of what it means to live today
within a religious community on an imperiled Earth. It is a way for
all Unitarian Universalists to join our efforts, both symbolically and
explicitly, in becoming stewards of the Earth.”
Tom has been a member of the Fellowship since 1982 and works at
UTTC as general counsel, where he also teaches a course on Federal Indian law. He loves music, acting, politics, art, and was actually trained as a scientist.

Earth Day finds a myriad of expressions in the UU world.
Join the children of our congregation as they share their
ideas and perspectives on the importance of honoring
the earth. This unique service will be presented by the
children of the Fellowship and include readings, songs
and guaranteed fun! Please join us to celebrate our most
precious resource.

Sunday, April 29, 2012

PHILOSOPHICAL APPROACHES TO THE
COMMON GOOD

Tayo “Jay” Basquiat
Facilitator: Jean Rolandelli
Americans prize individualism and personal liberty; the
American dream is often cast as a solitary pursuit, the
opportunity to distinguish oneself through capitalism and
competition, with only oneself to blame for failure. Is
there a vision of the common good that could resonate
with these American sensibilities? We'll dig through
some rich sources of just such a vision, with philosophy
as our guide.
Tayo "Jay" Basquiat is Assistant Professor of Philosophy at
Bismarck State College, board chair of the North Dakota
Humanities Council, and, as a farmer, a grateful cultivator of delicious gifts from the earth.

60th Anniversary
Planning Meeting
Join us for the next 60th anniversary planning meeting at Minerva’s on Friday, March
23 at noon. We’ll brainstorm ideas, possibly
assign some very digestible tasks and celebrate the celebration! Questions? Interested
in helping but can’t make it? Please contact
Marnie Piehl at 220-2704. Thanks!
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Church Calendar
An asterisk (*) indicates relted article

March 21-April 4

Church office closed. Telephone
messages will be answered daily. The
office will reopen April 5 at 9:00 am.

Wed. March 21

5:30 PM

* Men’s BBQ Society at Demars’

Wed. March 21

7:00 PM

Board of Trustees Meeting

A Social Opportunity…
…for UU Members, Friends and Seekers
April Circle Suppers or Lunch
Let’s get to know one another better by sharing a Potluck Meal
together in a host's home with 6-8 people. The host provides the
main dish and then suggests a food item for each guest to bring.
These 2 hour events are for adult members, friends and seekers.

Fri. March 23
Sat. March 31

12:00 N
10-11:30
AM

60th Anniversary Planning Meeting at
Minerva’s
* PSD Webinar: Small Congregation
Workshop Series—The Unity Story—in
church office

Sun. April 1

11:45 AM

Sun. April 1

12:30-2 PM * Artist Reception & Open House for
Helen Hammond

Fri. April 6

12:00 N

Board of Trustees Meeting

Sun. April 8

10:30 AM

Easter Brunch! Children welcome *NO RE classes



Please RSVP soon for every date that you are available to
be a guest or provide a host home.



Note if you are Vegetarian, Vegan, Gluten Free, or Allergic to Pets.



Provide names of each adult

Social Justice Meeting

RSVP to UU office: 223-6788 or office@bismanuu.org
As a guest

As a host home

* PSD Webinar: Greeter 101

April 20, Fri. supper at 6 PM

Yes

Yes

April 13-15

* PSD Annual Meeting in MN

April 21, Sat. supper at 6 PM

Yes

Yes

April 13-15

* OWL Training in Robbinsdale, MN

April 27, Fri. supper at 6 PM

Yes

Yes

April 28, Sat. lunch at 12 noon

Yes

Yes

April 28, Sat. supper at 6 PM

Yes

Yes

Mon. April 9

6:45-8 PM

Sun. April 15

9:00 AM

Program Committee Meeting

Tues. April 17

6:45-8 PM

* PSD Webinar: Youth Advisor Series

Wed. April 18

7:00 Pm

Board of Trustees Meeting

Fri. April 20 and
Sat. April 21

6:00 PM

* Circle Suppers in host home

Sat. April 21

10-11:30
AM

* PSD Webinar: Small Congregation

Fri. April 27

12:00 N

Women’s Lunch—location TBA

Fri. April 27 and
Sat. April 28

6:00 PM

* Circle Suppers in host home

Sat. April 28

12:00 N

* Circle Lunch in host home

Workshop Series—Using Social Media—in church office

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
May 4-5

* UU Worship Retreat in Elysian, MN

June 20-24

* UUA General Assembly in AZ

Men’s BBQ Society
The Men’s BBQ Society will meet at Tyler
Demars’ home, 2110 N. 3rd St. in Bismarck,
on Wednesday, March 21. This group is
open to anyone (well, of the male persuasion) interested in good food and good conversation. We will begin at 5:30. Please
RSVP to Tyler: tylerdemars3@hotmail.com
or 255-3442.
The April Men’s BBQ Society info will be announced and sent via bulletins and email.
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UU Smorgas-Board
Tidbits from your UU Trustees


At the first meeting in March, the Board reviewed data compiled by Tim H., CJ Larson, and Tammy H. regarding
our congregation in an effort to identify trends amongst us. We looked at attendance, certified membership, giving and other items over the last few years. We will be using this data to drive our Big Picture conversations this
year. I am being vague because I don’t know exactly what is going to come out of this…



The minutes of our meetings are posted outside the office once the Board has approved them. If you are wondering what we are up to, that is a good place to find out!



As always, we need to know what YOU want your church to be. If you have ideas of what you would like to see,
please let us know. We are generally pretty nice people and we rarely yell… Please let us know what you think!

End of the World?
Colleen Reinke, Board President
You have heard that the world is supposed to end in December, right? Well, it might come sooner!
Tammy Hathaway, our awesome and capable office administrator, will be on vacation with her lovely family from
March 21 to April 4. We will TRY to keep the church functioning while she basks in the warm Florida sunshine…
If you have questions or concerns while Tammy is gone, well, good luck! Actually, call Carol Jean Larson or Colleen Reinke and we will stumble about trying to assist you. No really, any Board member will be more than happy
to address needs and/or concerns. (And we know Tammy’s cell phone number, if we get really stuck!)
Tammy, Tim and kids – relax and recharge on your very well-deserved break!
Editor’s Note:

Thank you, Colleen and everyone! See you on April 5!
-Tammy

Many, Many Thanks to Tyler Sanford….
...of Precision Lawn Works, who has volunteered his lawn mowing service to the fellowship
for the summer! This is a wonderful offering and will help us tremendously in meeting our
budget for this year! If you need lawn services from Tyler, you can contact him at 701-4261156 or tyler@precisionlawnworks.com
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Sacred Space Task Force Forms
Colleen Reinke , Board Prez and Task Force Trooper

In the last Beacon, in this exact spot, I asked for volunteers to serve on a sacred space task force. Several
members have answered the call! Stephen Crane, Tom Disselhorst, and Liz Anderson will be joining Jim
Lennington, Mary Mitchell, and me to address the issue of what to do with our space. Char McLaughlin
and Janis Cheney have also offered assistance though they are not quite sure yet in what capacity. If I
have missed anyone who mentioned their willingness to participate, I apologize and please remind me!
My poor memory should not let any volunteers off the hook!
We needed folks who are willing to do research and compile information, as well as those to analyze the
information we obtain, and we got them! If you are reading this and feeling a little left out and/or jealous,
you can still join in the fun. Just get in touch with me and I will add you to the list.
The purpose of the task force will be to formulate options for space issues at the church. We intend to
have a report for the congregation by the end of the year. I envision that report will include analysis of
our current situation, options to deal with the current situation, funding ideas (the only way this will cost
nothing is if we do nothing…and that costs money as well in an aging building!) and so forth. We will also
be looking for input from all of you.

Program Committee Update
Marnie Piehl, Program Committee Board Liaison
As we look toward the spring, the committee is proud to have filled every Sunday with thoughtful programs that have stirred, roused and engaged our fellowship.
The Pew Speaks program on March 4 particularly reminded us how rich our conversation-based programs are. Thanks to everyone for their engagement! In the future we are looking to incorporate more
discussion-based programs balanced by our tradition of great speakers from within and outside of our
fellowship.
Some upcoming highlights include the return of Dr. Larry Skogen, Jay Basquiat and a focus on social justice. We’ll close the month of May with our very own UU seminarian, Karen Van Fossan.
We are always looking for facilitators, so please consider sharing with the congregation in this valuable
and appreciated role. Help and support will abound, we promise.
As we look to planning programs for the 2012-13 year, we invite you to join the program committee. It’s a
big job to create programs that help our fellowship in its free and responsible search for truth and meaning, let alone the six other principles! We’d love more input. Our programs are carefully vetted, robustly
discussed and respectfully considered by a fun group within manageable chunks of time. If this sounds
UU-fun to you, then please, join us in the coming year. For more information about the committee, contact
Don Morrison at donrm2010@gmail.com.
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Recycling Rebellion
Colleen Reinke, Bd Prez and Rabble Rouser
I am really, truly a meek, mild-mannered person - you all know that! But I am fed up. I have put the city’s public works department on notice that I am p*ssed.
In 2008-09, Bismarck had a Recycling Task Force made up of citizens and business leaders. Its purpose was to examine the issues and possibilities for recycling in our fair city. The task force gathered information and sat through many presentations
about recycling options. It was a thoughtful and practical and dedicated group. I was on the task force, as was UU member Jean
Rolandelli. In April of 2009 – THREE YEARS AGO!!! – the task force presented a report to the city commission that recommended
curbside recycling and a pay-as-you-throw program. At that point, the city was undertaking an analysis of the landfill, and they
wanted to wait to see how the numbers came out for the value of landfill space before deciding what direction recycling would
go. They expected that analysis to be completed by the end of 2009.
Oddly enough, I ended up serving as a citizen member of the Solid Waste Group that was
working on the landfill report. The last meeting I attended of this group was well over a
year ago. We still don’t have the engineer’s report. And once we do have the report, just
how long do you suppose it will take the city to act?
Many of you have asked me when the city will be doing something to improve recycling
opportunities. I keep telling people that the flood screwed everything up and they should
be patient. THE TIME TO BE PATIENT HAS PASSED! Part of my frustration occurred the
last time I tried to dispose of my recycling with the city. I went to THREE different sites
before I could get rid of all of my recyclables. There is no decent reason that a city the
size of Bismarck (and the capitol, no less) cannot get its collective act together and implement curbside recycling.
SO this is what I am going to do, as an individual and a citizen of our lovely city. Beginning the week of Earth Day, which is April
22, I am going to stop using the city recycling drop sites. I am going to put a sign on a garbage can or a couple of boxes that
says “RECYCLING – leave container at curb” (so the garbage collectors will leave them behind), and start putting my recyclables out with my regular garbage can. If I put out two containers, one will be for paper and one will be for everything else. The
city can decide what they want to do: throw them away, or recycle them. My hope is that everyone in Bismarck will start to do
the same thing and the city will HAVE to implement curbside recycling BECAUSE THE CITIZENS HAVE IMPLEMENTED CURBSIDE RECYCLING!!!!!!
This rabble-rousing puts my UU faith in action. My respect for the interdependent web of all existence compels me to take this
step. If you are of a like mind on this issue, I invite you to join me.

Respect Our Guests
The Jewish Community will be using our building on
April 6 from 4:00—10:00 PM. Please respect their services and do not interrupt. If you must enter the building
during that time, please do so by way of the back door.
Thank you.
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Prairie Star District Webinar Workshops—
On the Computer in the Church Office
Our congregation continues to participate in the monthly webinars sponsored by Midwest UU Leadership.
The online workshops are 75 minutes long, with a presentation and discussion time. Please feel free to join in
on a subject of interest to you. Contact the church office: 701-223-6788 or office@bismanuu.org.
Sponsored by
Midwest UU
Leadership

Youth Advisor Series
Tues., April 17 from 6:45-8 PM

These new hour and 15 minute long evening sessions will include resource sharing and coaching for new
and continuing youth advisors and youth coordinators.
Small Congregation Workshop Series
The Unity Story: Sat. March 31
Using Social Media: Sat. April 21
Attracting Young Adults: Sat. May 19 all from 10:00-11:30 AM
The Rev. Andrew Pakula was our theme presenter at last fall's Small Congregation Conference in Des Moines, IA. Andy's presentations were extremely well received by those in attendance. So well received, in fact, that we've asked him to do a series of webinars for us based on his presentation. Andy will cover the same topics he did at the conference: The New Unity Story, Using
Social Media, and Attracting Young Adults.
If you are interested in either of these webinars, please see Tammy, call the church office: 223-6788 or email:
office@bismanuu.org. Click HERE for additional details. Computer links are limited, reserve space early!

UU’re Home
Meet congenial fellow UUs and
raise money to help support our
Fellowship at the same time! Become part of the Unitarian Universalist bed and breakfast travel
network by listing your home or vacation cottage on the UU’re
Home website. Do you have a spare bedroom and bath or a cottage on the Lake? The Bis-Man UU is looking for host homes for
inclusion in the UU’re Home network. The church office would handle administration and screening. Please see Tammy or click
HERE for further details.

Why Not Minot?
You Could Do a Lot of Good
Janell Cole
Volunteers are STILL needed right now in Minot to help
Lutheran Disaster Response rehabilitate the more than 300
flooded houses it plans to rebuild for people who otherwise
can’t afford to have this work done.
Although the most activity will take place later this spring
and summer when Lutheran Disaster Response sets up Hope
Village, an RV and tenting campground for the hundreds of
volunteers expected to arrive from all over the country, there
is work to be done RIGHT NOW. You don’t need to wait
for this summer and you don’t necessarily have to have
carpentry skills.
Call Lutheran Disaster Response at 701-500-5206 to
inquire about how you can help. There is a place to stay if
you can work more than 1 day.
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Our Whole Lives (OWL) 2012
Robbinsdale, MN (Mnpls suburb): April 13-15: Both Middle and High
School Curriculum
The RE program has made a commitment to deliver the Our Whole Lives curriculum to our children and young people in the coming year. This project requires
extensive training for group leaders and we are excited about the depth this will
add to our teaching cadre. Our first steps in the new year will be to secure OWL
trainers and solicit individuals from our congregation who would like to be trained
in the curriculum. Our plan is to be prepared to begin the curriculum in the Fall of
2012. To learn more, please visit the UUA page: http://www.uua.org/re/owl/
index.shtml. If you are interested in participating or would like more information,
speak to Carol Jean Larsen (258-6824) or contact the UU office: office@bismanuu.org

PSD Annual Conference 2012
Lessons from War and Peace: Stories of Hope, Faith, and Courage
April 13-15
Bloomington, MN

BMUU Well Represented at Upcoming PSD Conference
Our fellowship will be sending several representatives to the PSD Conference this
year. Carol Jean Larson, Karen Van Fossan, and Colleen Reinke will attend as voting
members. Janis Cheney and Stephen Crane will also attend.
Workshop topics this year range from conflict mediation (fortunately, our church has NONE of that!) to
peacemaking. We will bring back what we learn at the conference for the benefit of our fellowship! Thanks
to those who are taking time from their busy schedules to attend this annual meeting.
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UU Worship Retreat
FOR LAY-LED FELLOWSHIPS AND CHURCHES
May 4-5: Elysian, MN:
Are you part of the team that plans and presents Sunday worship services in your UU
congregation? Thinking of joining that team? Ever wonder what it means to “worship”
in our Unitarian Universalist tradition? What is it that can make our services powerful,
inspiring and even healing, all while making room for our differences in belief and religious inclination?
Join us as we explore these questions in ways both reflective and practical at the 2nd
Annual Worship Retreat sponsored by the UU Fellowship of Mankato’s Worship Committee. Come on your own or attend with other members of your congregational worship or program committee. You’ll be sure to find food for thought as well as good
fellowship with other Unitarian Universalists planning the Sunday services in their congregations.
Our featured facilitator will be Rev. Karen Hering, consulting literary minister at Unity Church Unitarian and writer-inresidence at Wisdom Ways Center for Spirituality in St. Paul. Karen will lead a guided writing session on the topic of
“reverence” and a session on how our talks in Sunday services can be written to engage both head and heart.
Does this sound inspiring? If you are interested in attending this Retreat, please contact Tammy in the church office.

UUA General Assembly 2012
General Assembly (GA) 2012 will be a gathering with multiple ways of engaging in justice work for people of all ages. Joining with the people of Arizona,
we will worship, witness, learn and work together. We will leave General Assembly grounded in our faith, energized for justice and with resources to
bring this work home to our congregations.
For more information, click HERE
General Assembly, the annual conference of Unitarian Universalists, is a social
justice event, which is different from other General Assemblies of the past
years. Early registration begins March 1 and ends April 30. Carol Jean Larson
and Karen Van Fossan are planning to attend. One of the events at GA that
concerns our congregation this year is that Lyn Burton, our former contract
minister, will be accepted to full fellowship. We are grateful that Karen and
CJ will be there to represent us to support Lyn on the next phase of her journey. One other member has expressed interest in attending GA. If anyone is interested in attending, please contact the church office as
soon as possible.
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Can You Help?
Being a small church on a small budget, we are always looking to save money. We are also always
looking for volunteers to help out with various tasks. Please review the items below and see whether
you can match yourself up with some of our “needs.”
We need to replace the STOVE in the kitchen. We have an offer from a member to purchase a stove
in the future, but if we could find a decent one (wouldn’t take much to be
better than the one we have), we would love to have it. If you have an
electric stove (30” wide) that is in good condition that you would like to
get rid of (as a donation or for a bargain basement price), please let Tammy know!
Do you like tinkering with websites? If you do and you don’t need training …or you need only
minimal training, please contact Tammy in the office. We are looking for someone to improve
and maintain our site to make it more functional for the church itself and for our members and
friends.

Thank You To Those Who Step Up!
A Big thank you to all those folks who have helped out at the church this past month! A
special shout out to:
 Bonnie Olson for keeping out church clean,
 Char McLaughlin for keeping our church adorned with wonderful art,
 John Morrison and Beth Nodland, Patricia Fettig, Diane Chielens, Ann Knudson and Anessa Pfeifer for
bringing refreshments,
 All of our great Committee and Board members for keeping the church going
 Our Music Team Coordinators, Tom Disselhorst and Jean King
It takes many people who donate their time to keep our church rich and running smoothly. We appreciate
everyone who makes that possible!

Candles for the Journey
Please remember Jim Conley in your thoughts as he recovers from (successful and
long-time coming!) knee surgery.
Please remember Kenneth Slaathaug, his wife and unborn child as they prepare for
the possible premature birth of their baby.
Please remember Helen Hammond, one of our wonderful founding mothers. She is unable to drive and
often feels lonely and isolated. If you can spare some time to pay her a visit, she would be grateful.
Please call the church office (223-6788) for Helen’s contact information.
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“Let’s Talk”

“Let’s Eat!” (smile)

Sundays through April 29, the guest is
Waylon Hedegaard, a founding member
of the local Northern Prairie Secular Society. Hosted by Don Morrison the TV
show is broadcast every Sunday at 8:00
p.m. on community access cable channel 12. Let’s Talk is produced by the
North Dakota Center for the Public
Good.

Refreshments for April
April 1—Vicki Voskuil
April 8—Easter Brunch
April 15—
We don’t have anyone signed
up for the rest of April or for
April 22—
any part of May!
April 29—
Please take your turn. Sign up on the clip
board hanging in the church foyer or call
the church office: 223-6788. Thank you to
all who have offered to feed our hungry
congregation this program year!

Artist Reception and Open
House for Helen Hammond
RECEPTION FOR HELEN HAMMOND
We will be holding a reception and open house here at
the church to appreciate Helen on April 1st, 2012, from
12:30 noon - 2:00 pm when most of her family will be in
town to join us. Everyone is welcome so please join all of
us at the reception. (For the record, this day, April 1 st
would have been Helen & Howard’s 67th wedding anniversary. Howard died in 2001.) See announcement :
“LIVING LONG ON THE PRAIRIE”
A small exhibit of fifteen paintings (some acrylic, some
watercolor and some pastel) by local artist, Helen
Hammond is now showing at the Unitarian Universalist Church where she is a Charter Member and Founding
Mother. Helen has been painting all her life, a very long time, as she is in her “Nineties.”
Helen’s work has been shown and sold locally over the past 75 years. While none of the original paintings in this
exhibit are for sale, they are worth viewing. Most belong to family members, although some are on loan from local
fans of Helen’s work. There will be prints and note cards of a select number of Helen’s prints available for purchase.
Helen and her late husband Howard built the earth house where she still lives and where she painted many of her
works from the south porch. This home is unique to the Bismarck area, being a “sod structure,” yet modern and very
livable. They raised their children here and she now has grown grandchildren in the area as well as other parts of
the country.
The public is invited to an open house reception to greet Helen & visit with her about her life and work.
Sunday, April 1, 2012 from 12:30 – 2:00 pm, 818 East Divide Ave, in Bismarck
The exhibit will run through the end of May and is open to the public on most weekdays from 9:00 am – 2:00 pm.
Please contact the UU Church office at 701-223-6788.

Board of Trustees and Officers
President, Colleen Reinke
Vice President, Tim Hathaway
Secretary, Karen Van Fossan
Treasurer, Carol Jean Larsen
Director, Mary Mitchell
Director, Lisa Omlid
Director, Marnie Piehl

Vision Statement
We will be a vibrant, caring, spiritual community
for all who seek an inspirational and
religious home.

cjreinke@gmail.com
hathaway.timothy.l@gmail.com
karenvanfossan@gmail.com
cjlarsen43@bis.midco.net
hopefulinnd@yahoo.com
omlid.lisa@gmail.com
marnie.piehl@bismarckstate.edu
or piehl.patch@gmail.com

Mission Statement
We are a fellowship of free minds, welcoming
all, a beacon of enlightenment and sanctuary,
and offering a call to build a better self,
community and world.

Office Administrator
Tammy Hathaway
Church phone: 701-223-6788 Cell phone: 701-426-9307
E-mail: office@bismanuu.org

Religious Education Mission Statement
The Bismarck-Mandan Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship seeks to provide a path for spiritual
inquiry for people of all ages.

Bis-Man UU Fellowship & Church
P.O. Box 297
Bismarck, ND 58502

We are on Facebook!

Welcoming Congregation
We are a Unitarian Universalist Welcoming
Congregation that seeks to be a spiritual home
for people of free faith regardless of race, color,
gender, affectional or sexual orientation, age,
national origin, socioeconomic status,
physical or mental ability.

Check out our Website!
www.bismanuu.org

SPRING UU OFFICE HOURS
Monday—Thursday: 9:00—2:00 PM

Very Useful Links
Unitarian Universalist Association
www.uua.org
Prairie Star District
www.psduua.org
Church of the Larger Fellowship
www.clf.uua.org
Quest for Meaning
(Church of the Larger Fellowship Young Adult Forum—VERY cool!)
www.questformeaning.org

