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Sunday, April 7

Sunday, April 28

WHO IS A PERSON

CHILDREN’S SABBATH

UU Seminarian—Bob Bledsoe

Tim Hathaway and Team

There's been a lot of discussion in the past year about religious freedom and what that means in a generally secular society like the
United States. When a bill like the Personhood Constitutional
Amendment is passed and signed into law, a lot of assumptions
about whose religion is granted primacy are glossed over (what, for
instance, about the freedom of religions for which the rights of adult
women are sacred?). The Unitarian Universalist position on who is a
person may seem obvious but it involves a lot of complexity and
nuance. Bob Bledsoe will help us look at what personhood means in
light of UUism and how it might articulate a response to this recent
attempt to favor some religions freedom over others.

April is Child Abuse Prevention Month and today we
will be celebrating Children’s Sabbath as part of a multi
-faith movement across the country to share concern for
children, commit to improving their lives and working
for justice on their behalf. We will be honoring our own
children and children of the world with poetry, affirmation and a skit performed by one of our Sunday school
classes.
Today we will also be celebrating Flower Communion
which has taken place in Unitarian Universalist churches
beginning in 1923. Flower Communion celebrates both
our individual uniqueness and common faith.
Children and flowers together make for a beautiful Sunday full of love and celebration!

Sunday, April 14

HOW LITERATURE HELPS US VISUALIZE BEING IN OTHERS SHOES

Jamie Ridenhour
Author Ian McEwan said that "imagining what is like to be someone
other than yourself is at the core of humanity. It is the essence of
compassion and it is the beginning of morality." I take this as a truth,
and as one of the fundamentals of the study of literature, which at its
heart is an ethical pursuit.
Jamie Ridenhour is a writer and filmmaker living in Bismarck. He is
Associate Professor of English of the University of Mary.

Church Calendar
An asterisk (*) indicates related article

Mon April 1
Mon April 1

UU Office Closed—Easter Weekend
7-8:15 pm

April 5-7
Sun April 7

* Adult RE Conversation
Prairie Star District Annual Conference

11:45 am

Social Justice Meeting

Thurs April 11 7:00 pm

Free Meditation Class

Fri April 12

6:00 pm

* People Place Program Launch

DEVELOPMENTAL ETHICS

Mon April 15

7-8:15 pm

* Adult RE Conversation

Tayo Basquiat

Tues April 16

7:00 pm

Board of Trustees Meeting

Sunday, April 21

We’ll examine this approach to ethical deliberation which represents a grassroots, relational form of inquiry, seeking to give voice
to values traditionally excluded from the structures of power and
politics behind development around the globe. Perhaps some of
these insights can help us understand and change the shape of the
conversation and decisions made in our own community around
development issues.
Tayo Basquiat is Assistant Professor of Philosophy at Bismarck State
College, board chair of the North Dakota Humanities Council, and,
as a farmer, a grateful cultivator of delicious gifts from the earth.

Thurs April 18 7:00 pm

* UU Writer’s Anonymous

Fri April 19

12:00 N

Women’s Lunch at Minerva’s

Sun April 21

11:45 am

Program Committee Meeting

Wed April 24

5:30 pm

* Men’s BBQ Society Meeting

Thurs April 25 7:00 pm

Free Meditation Class

Mon April 29

* Adult RE Conversation

7-8:15 pm
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Save The Date—April 12
Carol Jean Larsen
Board President

Adult RE Corner
ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION BEGINS

Friday, April 12 at 6:00 pm is the launch of our new People,
Place & Program
organizational model.

April 1,15, 29
Mondays: 7:00 - 8:15 pm
Facilitated conversations around the small
book, With Purpose and Principle: Essays
About the Seven Principles of Unitarian Universalism. Each week involves 10 -12 pages of
reading.
Facilitators: Janis Cheney & Carol Jean Larsen
All are welcome!

Belonging to a religious community can be more than attending
a Sunday morning service. It can mean being of service in our
religious community.
On April 12, we will share a light meal together. Then at 6:30 pm
the children will move to supervised activities and adults will
participate in the official roll out of People Place, and Program.
All are welcome!
Please remember to RSVP at office@bisman.uu.org
We need to know how many family members will be eating.

UU WRITER’S ANONYMOUS
UU Writer’s Anonymous met Thursday March 21. After a short discussion of how and where we write and logistics of the
next meeting, we adjourned so some could attend a presentation at BSC by ND native Melanie Hoffert, author of Prairie
Silence (available through Beacon Press as well as other outlets).
The next meeting scheduled is for May 2, 7 p.m. at the church. HOWEVER, we had also discussed April 18, which is now
open as a possible meeting date.
SO – the executive decision is to gather on April 18 AND on May 2, both at 7:00 pm at the church
For those who have not attended, we are a group in process. We have typically done a brief check in including a response
to some question about our writing background or practice, offered a time for writing, and the opportunity (no requirement!)
to share our words. While it hasn’t happened yet, participants are welcome to bring existing writing to share. The (optional)
‘assignment’ for our next session is to take ten minutes and write a description of something you see in front of you.

Questions: jscheney@bis.midco.net or hoblit2001@yahoo.com
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Men’s BBQ Society

UU Sunday Treat Teams
If any of the following April treat teams cannot
work their Sunday or if you can fill an open slot,
please contact Janet Lucas, treat coordinator:
223-2053 or janetlucas317@gmail.com
April Dates & Teams
7
Duane & Vicki Voskuil
14
Karen Pearson & open
21
open
28
Paul & Cathy Breiner
Team Duties (Posted in kitchen)
Provide simple treats for about 48
Arrive at church at 10:00 AM
Empty dish washer, check the tea items.
At about 12 noon, clean up.

The Men’s BBQ Society will meet
at Steve Crane’s home, 1004 W.
Highland Acres Rd. in Bismarck
on Wednesday, April 24 at 5:30
pm. This group is open to anyone (well, of the male
persuasion) interested in good eating and good conversation. Please bring food and drink to share and
RSVP to Steve:
scrane@bepc.com or 255.6979

Thank you to those folks who provided treats so
far this year!

Candles for the Journey
We light a candle of concern for UU friend, Jerry Wutzke as he recovers from having his home flooded by burst pipes while on an extended
stay with his family out of state.
Keep Tom Disselhorst and his wife, Arlene Andre in your thoughts as she continues chemotherapy.
We light a candle of joy at seeing our dear UU charter member, Helen Hammond in church on Sunday, March 24 with her daughter, Margaret.
Congratulations to Christine Kujawa for winning the 2012 Librarian of the Year Award! And to Karen Van Fossan for winning the 2013 sermon contest with
“Bumper Sticker Theology”. Click HERE for more details.

Sacred Space Task Force Making Progress
Members of the Sacred Space Task Force (SSTF) held meetings in February with a number of the groups of volunteers
who do so much to keep our church working. These groups gave us information and ideas about what they felt we
needed as a congregation in terms of a structure in which to do our work of being a church. We consolidated the comments we received and delivered it to Joseph P. Larrivee and Associates (JPL) in March so that JPL could refine the initial sample drawings they had provided to us as a starting point for discussion. The SSTF will now take a close look at
JPL’s newest submissions to see how well they captured the information and input we have given them so far. We will
soon be looking for broader input from the congregation on the broad issue of what to do about our space in our current building.
We do want to make it clear to everyone that we are considering all options. As we move along in this process, we see
our job as narrowing those options. For example, one option was to buy the old Legacy Methodist Church building.
However, that building has been or will soon be sold, so that option has been eliminated from our focus.
We will look for and consider other properties that might meet our needs. We are also considering the purchase of a
lot elsewhere and building on that lot. We can report that most of the members we have spoken to so far have indicated a desire to stay in our current location, which does limit our options somewhat because of the size of our lot and
parking requirements. The SSTF will be examining as many possibilities as possible so that when we as a congregation
decide what to do, we will all be making an informed decision.
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UUs Support Reproductive Rights in
North Dakota!
Look at all the members and friends of the BisMan UU Church who came out
STRONG on March 25 in support of women in ND. Thank you so much to everyone who was able to be at the Press Conference and Rally and to everyone
who was with us in spirit. Special thanks to Marnie Piehl who spoke at the press
conference and to Kris Kitko who led the rally!

Board of Trustees and Staff
President, Carol Jean Larsen
Vice President, Tim Hathaway
Secretary, Marnie Piehl
Treasurer, Lisa Omlid
Director, Rick Makelky
Director, Beth Nodland
Director, Colleen Reinke

Vision Statement
We will be a vibrant, caring, spiritual community
for all who seek an inspirational and
religious home.

cjlarsen43@bis.midco.net
hathaway.timothy.l@gmail.com
marnie.piehl@bismarckstate.edu
piehl.patch@gmail.com
omlid.lisa@gmail.com
rmakelky@hotmail.com
bnodland@aol.com
cjreinke@gmail.com

Mission Statement
We are a fellowship of free minds, welcoming
all, a beacon of enlightenment and sanctuary,
and offering a call to build a better self,
community and world.

Office Administrator
Tammy Hathaway
Church phone: 701-223-6788 Cell phone: 701-426-9307
E-mail: office@bismanuu.org

Religious Education Mission Statement
The Bismarck-Mandan Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship seeks to provide a path for spiritual
inquiry for people of all ages.

Bis-Man UU Fellowship & Church
P.O. Box 297
Bismarck, ND 58502

We are on Facebook!

Welcoming Congregation
We are a Unitarian Universalist Welcoming
Congregation that seeks to be a spiritual home
for people of free faith regardless of race, color,
gender, affectional or sexual orientation, age,
national origin, socioeconomic status,
physical or mental ability.

Check out our Website!
www.bismanuu.org

REGULAR UU OFFICE HOURS
Monday—Thursday: 9:00—2:00 PM

Very Useful Links
Unitarian Universalist Association
www.uua.org
Prairie Star District
www.psduua.org
Quest for Meaning
(Church of the Larger Fellowship Young Adult Forum—VERY cool!)
www.questformeaning.org

