
THE WEST WIND 

  

 Six weeks of doing… what? 

 Now we are into our seventh week of closing down our 

church buildings and you might be wondering what is going on. 

Sitting at my desk this morning, I began thinking about the 

possible reopening of our buildings, and everything that has 

happened in the past seven weeks. 

 Before the shutdown occurred the Administrative Council 

voted to upgrade our sound system, replace the carpeting 

upstairs in the children’s area, completely rework our internet 

functioning, and purchase the home located at 3100 Forest 

Avenue. Then the shutdown happened, and yet most of these 

activities still took place. The sound system has been upgraded, a new sound booth built 

and thanks to Sam Mills, Bob Willis, Jeremy Hoesli, Jaclyn Cantner, and Rick Poelhuis 

everything is up and running. 

 The children’s area on the 2nd floor of the church has new carpeting and thanks to 

Ashley Lancaster it is looking fantastic. 

 Renovations are continuing on the house at 3100 Forest Avenue thanks to Pappy & 

Connie Mabee, Matt Head, and Dan Basham. Woody Wilson has taken over the 

maintenance of the yard work, and Gary Cummings and Andrew Backes took care of the 

dead pine tree. 

 And… Barbara Miller, Debra Effinger, and Susie Backes have made hundreds of face 

masks and donated them to the State Hospital, YWCA, the United Caring Shelters, and 

also the Granted! The Church Chicks have helped Twisted 2Mato along with Matt & Kim 

Cameron and the Helping Hands fund to supply the United Caring Shelters with multiple 

meals. I have had the privilege of distributing bread and milk donated by a local 

convenience store twice a week to our church family and neighbors. I keep hearing 

stories of how many of you are reaching out to others and loving on them. 

 God is SO good! While we all look forward to being together again, many, many 

good things have been happening. After all, God is still on the throne! Blessings, Gene 

Staying Busy 
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May 
Birthdays 

3 
Tom Martin, Jim Nolan, 
Virgil Toone 

4 
Brittany West 

6 
Gregg Utley 

7 
Morgan Bailey, Bev Hall 

10 
Ella Nelson 

13 
Kent Brittingham, 
Finnian Galliher 

15 
Marcella Stein, 
Brian Wilhite 

17 
Phyllis Heise 

18 
Jane Gard, Nathaniel Gibson, 
Larry Peckenpaugh, 
Julie Williams, Bob Willis 

21 
Mason Buck, 
Mary Helen Cummings 

22 
Carol Peckenpaugh 

23 
Misty Hochstetler, 
Lyla Kirkland, Gabriel Smith, 
Allyssa Reisinger 

24 
Stephen Resing, Emily Seifert, 
Sharon Tison 

25 
Jordan Ford, 
Olivia Shoobridge 

26 
Emily Bockting 

28 
Felicia Harris, 
Gabriel O’Neil 

29 
Mark Ford, 
Brian Hochstetler 

31 
Don Kramer 

From the Children’s Department 

St. James West By the Numbers 
Apportionment 
(January –March 2020) 
Conference ....... $6,657.00 

District ................. $799.00 

General Fund 
(Year-to-date weekly average) 

2019 .................. $4,595.00 

2020 .................. $5,121.00 

% Change .............. +11.4% 

Weekly 

Average 

March 

2019 

March  

2020 

% 

Change 

Worship 

Attendance 

No average calculation due to stay-at-

home orders March 22 & 29, 2020  

General 

Fund 
$5,309.00 $4,246.00 -20% 

Blessings & more 
Crawford David Frick was born on April 28, 2020, weighing 8 lbs. and  

measuring 21 3/4 inches. Proud parents are Kyle & Tara (McDonald) Frick. 

 “I have been doing some spring cleaning during this time and getting 

everything ready for when we are able to get back together again! We will have NEW 

CARPET in all of the upstairs classrooms and children’s area, check out the Facebook 

page for some before and after pictures in the next few weeks. Also a big thank you to 

Jeremy Hoesli and Fred Schnarr for helping to update our main room with a projector/

computer system and move the TV into the 3-6 year old room. Please tell your children 

I have been thinking and praying for them and their families. I hope they have been 

enjoying the online videos, lessons and materials. Myself and all the teachers/leaders 

have missed everyone and cannot wait to see all their smiling faces and hear all about 

your ‘stay-at-home’ adventures.  

 On a sad note, I have decided to cancel this year's Vacation Bible School (which 

was scheduled in June 2020). With everything that has been going on and so much 

unknown, I felt that this is the best thing to do to help keep everyone safe and 

worry-free. However, I do hope to plan some outreach events for both the community 

and our church family once we know a little more. I cannot wait to be able to get back 

together and see everyone again; but until then, stay safe and lean into God's word as 

he is our ultimate leader, protector and teacher.”  

-Ashley Lancaster, Children’s Ministry Director 
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A note from Preschool/Mother’s Morning Out 
 “Wow! Who would have guessed that the 2019-2020 school year would end this way?! I am very sad that the year 

came to such a screeching halt. Even though the school year stopped suddenly, I am still planning on having an end of 

the year celebration of some kind once the all-clear has been given by the State of Indiana to do so. Please keep the 

Preschool students and their families in your prayers as we all try to cope with the world that we have been thrown 

into. Ashley Lancaster and I have been working on the backpacks to give to each of our Preschool graduates at the 

celebration and I have also ordered Bibles to give to each graduate. All the backpacks and school supplies for the 

2019-2020 St. James West Preschool Graduates have been ordered! If you are still wanting to be a sponsor, you can 

mail your $50.00 donation to the church or mark your current tithing ‘Graduation Backpacks’. The goal is that we will 

be able to gather as a congregation before the celebration and pray over each Bible and backpack before they are 

presented.  We ask that you add these students to your prayers, as they are completing their last few weeks of school 

at home and get ready for a new, exciting phase into Kindergarten! 

 I also want to say thank you to Fred Schnarr for working to replace the lights in the Preschool area! I appreciate it 

more than you know!  

 On a brighter note, ENROLLMENT for 2020-2021 has started and we have the updated enrollment package 

available on the website.  Please help spread the word! If you had a yard sign last year and wouldn't mind putting it 

back in your yard, I would greatly appreciate it. If you wouldn't mind one being placed in your yard, let me know and I 

can drop one off.”              -Jennifer O'Neil, Preschool/MMO Director 

Gilda’s Club names SJW Church Chicks 2019 Volunteer Group of the Year! 

We are so very lucky to have such a great 

bunch of ladies in the Church Chicks who 

donate their recipes, time and energy to 

this local group. Gilda’s Club of Evansville 

does such great work for our community 

and those going through a very difficult 

time.  

Gilda’s Club Evansville offers social and 

emotional cancer support for everyone and 

anyone impacted by cancer including men, 

women and children who have been 

diagnosed with cancer as well as their 

family members and friends; so that no one 

faces cancer alone. 

*Photo retrieved from the Gilda’s Club 

Evansville Facebook Page 
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A Letter from Dotty Bacon’s Daughter 
Dear Gene, 

   This is Dotty Bacon's [sister-in-law of Martha Hollencamp] daughter, Cindy Kuebler Chavez, and I am writing to in-

form you of my mother's passing on April 2, 2020. My mother loved St. James Church. She was a dedicated member 

for so many years, and she brought those cherished memories here to Albuquerque. Every time I visited or spent time 

with her here in ABQ, she had me read "The West Wind" and the weekly cards that members of the church sent her. 

For the last 10 years, she has looked forward to her precious St. James communications. Every member who played a 

part in any of this has no idea of the joy my mother received. 

    Mom was a faithful servant of the Lord. She was never shy about professing her love for Christ, or telling us about 

being "Born Again." For as long as I can remember, Mom had her daily devotions, even in these last days, while she 

was still able. The most precious gift she has left me is her Bible, which has all her favorite scriptures underlined and 

much notetaking written in the margins. Through her constant use, both covers came off, and we had to have it 

rebound in fine-grain leather, and embossed with her name in gold, so it will be preserved. It will be a cherished 

heirloom to hand down from generation to generation. I will strive to be as faithful upon reading it as she was. The bar 

is set pretty high. 

    As a little girl, probably around 4 years old, (I am now 68), I remember singing, along with my dear friend, Suzanne 

Dill, for a few St. James church services. Shirley Dill used to situate us up in front, and position a microphone, then 

turn around to the congregation saying, "I'm acting as their manager." Her daughter, who I always called "Susie," is 

still one of my best friends.   

   Two memories for me that are as clear today as back then, is the picture of Jesus which was always facing the 

congregation, along with those beautiful stained glass windows. Even today, when I pray or picture Jesus, it is that 

picture that I envision. It may not be there anymore, but whoever the artist was, he or she really captured the love that 

a shepherd has for his flock. It's ingrained in my mind. I also used to sit in those services and look at all the beautiful 

windows. I probably should have been listening more to the sermons, but I've always been accused of having a 

wandering mind. After we moved to Ft. Wayne, we would often come back to Evansville to visit my Grandma and 

other relatives during Vacation Bible School, which I could attend with Susie Dill. My favorite song was always "This 

Little Light of Mine." I even remember going to Camp Carson. Now, these memories in no way parallel my mother's, 

but I do remember her dear friends such as the Mackey's (Eileen and Bill), the Wilson's (Jack and Ardella), the 

Hollencamp's (Uncle Jack and Aunt Martha), the Grisham's (Jeanette and Marshall) and many others. The Alpha 

Domus class was a special group of people, who had long-lasting friendships. 

    Even though I have met you once or twice on visits back to Evansville in the past, I've never been able to express the 

impact that you, the pastor, had on my mother. She has talked for years so favorably and pleasantly about your 

personality. If I'm not mistaken, you also taught at Reitz High School, which I heard about all the time. The famous 

Reitz H. S, with it's own "bowl." We always had to go drive by it and take lots of pictures. My Uncle Jack was a pretty 

good football player there, back in his time. At any rate, thank you for caring, and leaving such a profound and loving 

impression on my dearest mother. 

    I have asked that any donations be sent to her beloved "St. James West Church." We never discussed it, but I know 

she would heartily approve. Feel free to share all or any portion of this letter with your congregation. My prayers are 

with you all, and most importantly, we rest in the assurance that Dear Little Dotty Bacon, is with her Lord and Savior, 

Jesus Christ. 

God Bless You! 

Cindy (Bacon) Kuebler Chavez 
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MAY* 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    
 1 2 

3 Online 

Communion 
9A Online Worship 

Service (Posted 

on our Facebook 

Page & Website!)  

4 5 6 7  8  9 

10a-12p Geranium 

 pick-up 

 (Green Space) 

10  

9A Online Worship 

Service (Posted 

on our Facebook 

Page & Website!)  

*All in-person church services and activities, 

Preschool/Mother’s Morning Out, and facility 

reservations/rentals canceled until further notice. 

17 

9A Online Worship 

Service (Posted 

on our Facebook 

Page & Website!)  

18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 
9A Online Worship 

Service (Posted 
on our Facebook 
Page & Website!)  

31 
9A Online Worship 

Service (Posted 
on our Facebook 
Page & Website!)  

25 26 27 28 29 30 

St. James West United Methodist Church 
Sundays: 

9:00 am........................................................................................ Praise & Worship 

 Journey With God (Middle School), Kids Club, Adult Small Groups  
10:30 am ..................................................................................... Praise & Worship 

 Journey With God (Middle School), Lifeguard Ministry (PS-5th grade), Adult Small Groups 
Mondays: 

6:00-6:45 p.m. ............................................................... Mondays With God meal  

7:00 p.m. ................................................ Mondays With God Praise & Worship 

Lifeguard Ministry (Kindergarten-5th grade) 

Key: 

ADR-Alpha Domus Room 

CFC-Christian Family Center 

FH-Fellowship Hall 

MMO-Mother’s Morning Out 

PS-Preschool 

WC-Welcome Center 
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