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History
One of my great loves is History. Always has been.
Always will. So, let’s talk History for a moment. Do you know
what was the largest invasion of the world’s armies? If you
answered Operation Overlord, you are correct. June 6, 1944,
also known as D-Day, began the invasion of Western Europe
and ended on August 30th. In reviewing the history of D-Day we
learn there were five components of the invasion.
1. The meeting. May 1943, President Roosevelt and Prime
Minister Churchill met in Washington, D.C. to discuss the
liberation of France.
2. The man. General Dwight D. Eisenhower was appointed Gene Backes, Pastor
Supreme Allied Commander.
3. The men. Two million Allied soldiers were in France by August 30, 1944.
4. The mission. Pretty simple, really. Defeat the Nazis, and liberate Europe from the
Axis Powers.
5. The means. D-Day involved 5,000 naval vessels, 160,000 troops, 1,200 aircraft—plus
all of the support resources needed to supply the invasion. General Eisenhower was
given a great commission: Free Europe.
Do you remember the Greatest Commission? Matthew 28:16-20.
1. Meeting on a mountain in Galilee in A.D. 30.
2. Man. Jesus Christ.
3. Men. You and I.
4. Mission: “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations…”
5. Means. The Holy Spirit. Acts 1:8 “You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you; and you shall be my witnesses both in Jerusalem and in all Judea and
Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.” (New American Standard Bible)
I truly love History. And it does repeat itself. D-Day was simply a later version of the
Great Commission. Thankfully D-Day invasion is over. Thankfully it was a success. The
Great Commission is still in progress. As great of a story Saving Private Ryan was,
salvation is an even better story. People were willing to die so that Private Ryan could
make it home safely. What are we willing to do so that others can make it home safely? I
am willing to use whatever means necessary to share the Good News of Jesus Christ with
everyone.
D-Day was a success because each person was willing to do their part. I pray that
each of use is willing to do our part.
Blessings, Gene
1 Peter 2:9 “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a Holy Nation, a people
for God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has
called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.” (NASB)
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August
Birthdays
1
Sharon Cloum, Cathy Willis
2
Jim Hust
3
Blane Cloum
4
Tyler Bennet
5
Tony Egan
6
Sarah Wilson, Malaya Wilson
7
Aaron Resing, Audrey Roling
8
Tracy Vize
9
Scott Pressley, Cindy Resing,
Katie Toelle
10
Mike Effinger, Jodi Miller,
Melodie Roedel
12
Cheryl Funkhouser, Trevor West
13
Chloe McCoy
14
Paige Reisinger, Debbie Tucker
15
Steve Word
17
Andrea Backes, Philip Graul,
Jay Pipken, Chloe Wilson
18
Beth Nelson
19
Sherri Ackerman, Shirley Dill
21
Brian Lamble
22
Joshua O’Neil
24
Joey Head, Jan Smith
26
Noah Ford, Tim Williams
28
Brenda Smith
29
Justin Vindhurst, Hannah Wilson
30
Kristi Krohn
31
Logan Miller
Happy Belated Birthday!
July 20—Eva Hall
July 26—Joanne Hills
July 27—Leroy Brammer
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Sympathies
Linda Mathis passed away on July 1, 2020. Linda is the mother of Amy
Canterbury.
Larry Krack passed away on July 9, 2020. Larry is the husband of Suzi Krack.

From the Children’s Department
Just a reminder that we are only offering nursery and Sunday school classes during
the 10:30 a.m. services on Sundays for the month August. We will re-evaluate things
mid-August to see if we will continue this for future months, please watch for
updates in the bulletin and future newsletters. If you haven't signed a Media
Waiver please do so, they are in the Welcome Center. We are asking that anyone who
is 18 years or under have a signed waiver from their guardian. This is just in case your
child/children get recorded during the 9:00 a.m. Sunday service, which is uploaded to
the St. James West YouTube and Facebook page.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
If you are looking for a way to connect and help serve at St. James West, see Ashley
Lancaster. The Children's Department is needing Sunday School teachers, teacher
helpers, Middle School leaders, nursery helpers and Monday night teacher helpers. All
teaching material is provided for all classes.

Words of thanks & praise
“St. James family, I thank you so very much for making us a part of your family.
Thank you for the massive amount of food trays you sent. The drinks, chips, desserts.
You saved us again. I am so blessed to be a part of your church family.” -Suzi Krack
Thank you to everyone who donated to the United Methodist Youth Home’s Cash
for Class campaign. With your help, we were able to raise $505 and counting! These
funds will help purchase supplies for their Day Education program, which gives teens
the opportunity to pass their high school equivalency test.

St. James West By the Numbers
Apportionment
(January –June 2020)

Conference ..... $12,273.00
District .............. $1,474.00

Weekly
Average

(Year-to-date weekly average)

Worship
Attendance

2019 ..................$4,619.00
2020 .................. $4,718.00
% Change ............... +2.1%

General
Fund

General Fund

June
2019

June
2020

%
Change

No average calculation due to
partial stay-at-home orders June 2020

$4,375.00

$4,442.00

+1.5%
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A message from the Preschool/MMO Director Jennifer O’Neil
It has been one year since I was entrusted with the Preschool/Mother’s Morning Out Program as the Director and
as I look back I have a few thoughts to share with you all....
Well, this has been quite a year and summer now back to school is proving to
be quite an adventure! First of all, I want to thank everyone for the support the
Preschool has been shown over the past year as I began this adventure as Preschool/
MMO Director. The teachers and I felt so much love from the congregation in many
ways and the students didn't know it but they did too! The graduation backpacks
were such a success! The Preschool graduates looked so proud as they put them on at
our celebration on July 15th. Each graduate was presented with a Bible, a medal, a
certificate and a brand new backpack filled with school supplies—they all grinned
from ear-to-ear and looked so grown up and proud. Every parent was grateful for the
work we all put into making their child's Pre-K year so successful, despite the
challenges in the world today.
Looking forward, I wanted to give you an update on how we plan (as of now) to proceed with reopening the
school. September 1, 2020 is our anticipated start date. We will, however follow the EVSC's lead on start date and any
potential closings. We have added safety procedures and precautions to our drop-off and pick-up procedures, as well
as additional cleaning protocols and safety equipment. Every teacher will be wearing a clear face shield so that
students can still see our faces while we protect them from potential germs. Thanks to Berry Plastics we have some
donated shields for the teachers to use.
On a very good note, our enrollment numbers are up and we are adding a Pre-K room! We will now be sharing
Sunday School rooms and Ashley Lancaster (Children’s Ministry Director) and I have been in discussions for weeks
now getting things worked out to share the space perfectly. The Preschool board interviewed a teacher candidate and
approved hiring a new teacher this year to fill that new classroom. I am currently looking for an assistant to help float
between the two Pre-K rooms and assist wherever needed each day. We also have class openings so please help
spread the word that we would love to accept a few more children into our program. The current tuition rate is
$125/month and all forms and details can be found on our website
www.stjameswest.com under the "Preschool" tab.
As always, please feel free to reach out to me with any questions or
concerns and I will try my best to answer any questions anyone may have,
especially regarding our back-to-school plans.
One more quick note, for the last two weeks we had a fundraiser project
set up in the Welcome Center to help us choose a Preschool Mascot and I am
happy to report that we raised $174.20 and you can now refer to us as the
St. James West Preschool Sheep! Baaaaa!!!!! Thanks again for all you do.

St. James West news & notes
Mondays With God Meals: MWG meals will tentatively resume August 24th, contingent upon state and local
guidelines. Meals are available at 6:00 p.m. in the CFC. Please check future bulletins and the Facebook page/website
for details on new food service protocols.
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A story from our Brother-in-Christ: Kurt Buck
What came next? Is that all? How does the story end?
Do you itch just a little for the answers?
I am not overly afflicted with curiosity. I’m happy just
to be sure about what I do know (sometimes it’s enough,
sometimes not.) Others are very curious. It is what drives
our Pastor Gene to read so voraciously.
At our home, when something comes up (meeting,
gathering, shopping), Trina always has more questions
than I do. We’ve learned to go together whenever
possible.
My curiosity gets switched on at church. Sometimes
silly questions… usually questions with no clear answers.
Did the fish Peter caught turn out as good as the
perch at Grayville, Illinois?
Did the rich young ruler wise up? Did he financially
back the church in the years after Jesus’ resurrection?

If Jonathan had survived, would he and King David
look like me and Mike Bass? Would one of them wear bib
overalls? Would they be fighting over the pecan pie? How
would old age look on them as a pair of old friends?
None of this is meant to be disrespectful. The Holy
Bible is sufficient in all ways. Sharper than any two-edged
sword. After all these years, it’s amazing how much God’s
word can inspire: Dreams, daydreams, and truth enough
for a great life in Christ.
God answers our prayers… yes, no, now, later. Just as
we do with preschoolers in our lives, I believed God gives
us some time to ponder questions on our own.
In Christ, Kurt
P.S. I would probably have been the kid at the
bottom of the Red Sea asking, “What kind of shell is
that?”
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St. James West United Methodist Church

AUGUST 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

2 Communion 3 Communion 4

5

6-9p CFC Reserved

6-8p Pickleball (CFC)

8a-12p Pickleball (CFC)

5:30-6:30a Men’s Group

WEST

Thu
6

Fri
7

Sat
1

8a-12p Pickleball (CFC)

8

7p Mondays With God
Worship Service

8-9:30a
United
Caring
Shelters
Breakfast
Volunteers

7-9p AA Meeting

9 Graduate
Recognition
Sunday
6-9p CFC Reserved

WIND

Sundays:
9:00 am........................................................................................ Praise & Worship
10:30 am .................................................................................... Praise & Worship/
Children’s Church (3 years-5th grade)
Mondays:
7:00 p.m. ............................................... Mondays With God Praise & Worship/
Children’s Church (3 years-5th grade)

10

11

12

8a-12p Pickleball (CFC)

5:30-6:30a Men’s Group

7-8:30p Neighborhood
Watch Meeting
(CFC)

7p Mondays With God
Worship Service

13

14

15

8a-12p Pickleball (CFC)

7-9p AA Meeting

16

17

18

19

6-9p CFC Reserved

8a-12p Pickleball (CFC)

5:30-6:30a Men’s Group

6-8p Pickleball (CFC)

20

7p Mondays With God
Worship Service

21

22

8a-12p Pickleball (CFC)

11a-4p CFC Reserved

4-10p CFC Reserved

7-9p AA Meeting

23

24

25

26

6-9p CFC Reserved

8a-12p Pickleball (CFC)

5:30-6:30a Men’s Group

6-8p Pickleball (CFC)

27

28
8a-12p Pickleball (CFC)

6p MWG Meal
tentatively
resume
7p Mondays With God
Worship Service
7-9p AA Meeting

30
6-9p CFC Reserved

31
8a-12p Pickleball (CFC)
3p Rummage Sale Mtg.
(CFC)
6p MWG Meal
tentatively
resume
7p Mondays With God
Worship Service
7-9p AA Meeting

Key:
ADR-Alpha Domus Room
CFC-Christian Family Center
FH-Fellowship Hall
MMO-Mother’s Morning Out
PS-Preschool
WC-Welcome Center
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We’re on the Web!
www.stjameswest.com

@StJamesWestUMC

Sign up for updates through the Remind App!
It’s easy to receive notifications about St. James West online worship
services and updates about church activities!
If you have a smartphone, get push notifications:
On your iPhone or Android phone, open your web browser and go to the
following link: rmd.at/sjw3 and follow the instructions to sign up for
Remind. You’ll be prompted to download the mobile app.
If you don’t have a smartphone, get text notifications*:
Text the message @sjw3 to the number 81010. If you’re having trouble with
81010, try texting @sjw3 to (618) 576-6137.
*Standard text message rates apply.
Don’t have a mobile phone? Go to rmd.at/sjw3 on a desktop computer to sign
up for email notifications.

