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Let’s Compare
Recently I was engaged in conversation with two men of
our church and we began sharing stories from our high school
years. The conversation led to a discussion of the worst dating
experience we suffered through. Each of us endured a rather
painful, embarrassing date. Eager to not lose in this
competition—at least I thought it was a competition—I shared a
blind date experience from my senior year of high school. My
so-called buddies set me up on a blind date that they knew
would totally embarrass me.
We all tend to compare our life with others. And many Gene Backes, Pastor
times we think our life is more than anyone else’s life. Our life is
always better than, worse than, more difficult than…well, you get the picture.
The current COVID-19 health pandemic we are experiencing is the worst thing we have
ever experienced. Or so we think. Let us compare ourselves with King David. The
youngest child, he was expected to take care of the sheep, the most undesirable job in
the family. On a regular basis he was lonely and his sheep were attacked by wild animals.
Later on he was anointed as the next king, but the problem was that Saul was still on the
throne. Talk about awkward! And then Saul tried to kill David. And David had to flee and
hide out in the desert. And then later King David endured the loss of his firstborn.
And then David had a vision to do something really great for God but was told no.
So let’s compare our COVID-19 trials with David. Hmm…I am losing this
competition. My difficulties simply don’t compare with David’s. How about you? And yet
we can see why God loved David so much in the verses of Psalm 23:
“The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures;
he leads me beside still waters; he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his
name’s sake. Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff- they comfort me. You prepare a table
before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup
overflows. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall
dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long.” (New Revised Standard Version)
In the midst of all of his trouble, David was able to express his faith to his Father God.
I encourage you to read through the 23rd Psalm. Imagining David writing these words in
the midst of his troubles. And then you and I can thankfully recite this Psalm in the midst
of ours.
Blessings, Gene
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April
Birthdays
4
Kristian Galliher
5
Austin Nolan
8
Pam Eickhoff
9
Christy (Mitchell) Crow,
Dominic Smith
11
Martha Schreiber
14
Alex Cameron,
Brian Galliher
15
Hadley Giesman
17
Debi Brittingham,
Oden Ford
20
Shelby Ackerman,
Sarah Wirth
21
Lori Roedel
22
Debbie Virgin, Bailey Vize
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Blessings & more
Steve Word’s health has been improving! He was recently able to walk a full lap
around the gym and was thrilled to achieve it! Please continue to pray for his
recovery.

In Memoriam
Vicki Gish passed away on March 21, 2020. Vicki is the sister of Kathy
Peckenpaugh.

COVID-19 Updates
For the foreseeable future, St. James West is canceling all in-person Sunday and
Mondays With God worship services. All events hosted regularly at the church
(Mondays With God meals, small groups, Bible studies, Pickleball, etc.) have also been
canceled. This includes outside group rentals/usage of any church facility. Any updates
regarding current information on the church, and any decisions related to when regular
church activities will resume, will be posted on the Facebook page and website. You
can also sign up for text message updates by going to our website.
In compliance with the "Indiana Stay-At-Home Order," St. James West will
suspend office hours until further notice. If you have church-related business that needs
immediate attention, please call Pastor Gene (private message via the St. James West
Facebook page or the Remind app if you need his phone number).

23
Nick Coleman
24
Trina Buck, Josh Easton,
Carol Moore
25
Jacob Owen
26
Bill Ditterline, Darren West
28
Ross Buck, Jeremy Hoesli
29
Isaac Bass,
Abram Lancaster,
Pappy Mabee

St. James West By the Numbers
Apportionment

Weekly
Average

February
2019

February
2020

%
Change

259

271

+5%

(Year-to-date weekly average)

Worship
Attendance

2019 ..................$4,148.00
2020 ................. $5,668.00
% Change ............. +36.6%

General
Fund

$4,179.00

$6,549.00

+57%

(January –February 2020)

Conference ....... $4,534.00
District .................$545.00
General Fund
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Words of thanks & praise
“The Bowling Party that we had in February was a huge success!! Over 100 people from church and preschool came
out and had a fun time in fellowship, bowling and pizza... lots of pizza! The next event we have coming up is VBS,
which is still scheduled for June 16th-19th from 5:30-8:00 p.m.” -Ashley Lancaster, Children’s Ministry Director
“Thank you to Sam Mills, Bob Willis, Jeremy Hoesli, and Jaclyn Cantner for all their hard work in renovating the sound
booth. We cannot wait to hear the updated sound quality when we come back for services!”
“Thank you to my St. James West church family for all your cards, calls, and prayers during my surgery and recovery, it
truly is a blessing to have your support and love!” -Kathy Cummings

St. James West news & notes
Spring 2020 Rummage & Bake Sale update: Due to the “Indiana Stay-At-Home” Order for the COVID-19 pandemic,
the 2020 Spring Rummage & Bake Sale, originally scheduled for April 23rd-25th, will be rescheduled at a later date.
For updates regarding this and other church activities, please visit our website at stjameswest.com or visit our Facebook page.
Preschool Graduation Backpacks: St. James West will be presenting new backpacks with select new school
supplies to each St. James West 2020 Preschool graduate. This will help them start their Kindergarten/grade school
years off right! We are opening up sponsorship opportunities to anyone who would like to support this program. Each
backpack with supplies will cost approximately $50.00. The 2020 graduating Preschool class has 11 students in it.
Please make checks out to “St. James West” and write in the memo line “Graduation Backpacks.” During this time,
you can mail donations to the church office. Our hope is that filled backpacks and Bibles (the Preschool Department
has purchased the Bibles as a graduation
gift) will be presented in church prior to
Preschool Graduation so that Pastor Gene
can dedicate them and they can be
prayed over by the congregation. If you
have questions, please contact Ashley
Lancaster.
Chicks ‘N’ Chocolate: In light of
everything going on, the Chicks have
decided to (hopefully) reschedule the
Chicks ‘N’ Chocolate luncheon to July
12th, 2020. More information will be
available in later bulletins and newsletters.
-Kim Gibson
Worship Volunteers: For the time being,
we will not be including the Sunday
morning worship volunteer schedule in
the monthly newsletters. Once regular
in-person Sunday services resume, we will
get into contact with those who are
needed to help with services.
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A Story from our Brother in Christ: Kurt Buck
Do you have epiphanies? No, not epizooties...epiphanies. They are moments when everything becomes clear,
everything makes sense.
They are even more amazing when new-found clarity seems to come from God. The moment seems to move in
slow-motion, as if He wants you to take it all in. They can happen when you are in a crowd or are all alone.
I had one of these moments a few months ago. Many of you were there, but it felt like God wanted me to see it,
personally.
Here’s the story.

Easter 2018 was April 1. That means it was a Communion Sunday. The church was full, and everyone was excited.
When communion came, Jo Doolittle made her way to the front. She was brave, and felt strong. She went without
a cane or walker. As I watched her, it made me smile to see this plucky, feisty woman going for it. She received the
sacraments and started back. In that moment she started to tire.
It was just starting to dawn on me, “Help her, she’s tired.” At that moment, Woody Wilson was already moving. He
offered his arm and walked her back, big smiles on both of their faces. It was as if there was total peace between an
actual brother and sister.
For me, God’s word came to life in that moment. We are to love God with all of our heart, soul, mind, and
strength. Jo certainly did. It took a lot to show her love for Jesus, and she inspired us as well.
We are to love our neighbor as ourselves. Woody was on the move to help a sister before anyone else noticed her
fatigue. He was God’s love in action.
This whole thing took just minutes, but that’s the point.
Let’s be ready to do what we can, where we can, whenever we can.
Let’s live it!

Sign up for updates through the Remind App!
It’s easy to receive notifications about St. James West online worship
services and updates about church activities!
If you have a smartphone, get push notifications:
On your iPhone or Android phone, open your web browser and go to the
following link: rmd.at/sjw3 and follow the instructions to sign up for
Remind. You’ll be prompted to download the mobile app.
If you don’t have a smartphone, get text notifications*:
Text the message @sjw3 to the number 81010. If you’re having trouble with
81010, try texting @sjw3 to (618) 576-6137.
*Standard text message rates apply. Smartphone users can also choose this
option if they do not want to download the Remind app.
Don’t have a mobile phone? Go to rmd.at/sjw3 on a desktop computer to
sign up for email notifications.
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Sundays:
9:00 am........................................................................................ Praise & Worship

St. James West United Methodist Church

APRIL* 2020

Journey With God (Middle School), Kids Club, Adult Small Groups

10:30 am ..................................................................................... Praise & Worship
Journey With God (Middle School), Lifeguard Ministry (PS-5th grade), Adult Small Groups

Mondays:
6:00-6:45 p.m. ............................................................... Mondays With God meal
7:00 p.m. ................................................ Mondays With God Praise & Worship
Lifeguard Ministry (Kindergarten-5th grade)

Sun

5 Palm Sunday/

Mon

6

Tue

7

Wed
1

2

8

9

Online
Communion

Maundy
Thursday

Online Service
(Time TBD)

9A Online Worship
Service (Posted
on our Facebook
Page & Website!)

12 Easter

Fri

Sat

3

4

10 Good Friday

11

Online Service
(Time TBD)

*All in-person church services and activities,
Preschool/Mother’s Morning Out, and facility
reservations/rentals canceled until further notice.

9A Online Worship
Service (Posted
on our Facebook
Page & Website!)

19

Thu

20

21

22

23

27

28

29

30

24

25

9A Online Worship
Service (Posted
on our Facebook
Page & Website!)

26
9A Online Worship
Service (Posted
on our Facebook
Page & Website!)

Key:
ADR-Alpha Domus Room
CFC-Christian Family Center
FH-Fellowship Hall
MMO-Mother’s Morning Out
PS-Preschool
WC-Welcome Center
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We’re on the Web!
www.stjameswest.com

@StJamesWestUMC

