
THE WEST WIND 

  I invite you to read and reflect on the information in this article from churchleaders.com.  

-Blessings, Gene 

The Apostle Paul’s Response to Our 

Cancel Culture 
By J.D. Greear 

 Recently, I typed in “how to be happy” on our collective 

consciousness, Google, and one of the first articles was “Three 

Ways to Be Happy Always.” Quite a claim. 

 This article had some legitimately good advice, but it was 

sprinkled in among some proverbs that were less-than-helpful. 

For instance, this priceless pearl of wisdom: “Compliment 

yourself often.” A fun practice—”J.D., you handsome devil, 

you”—but not one I’d recommend for long-term health. 

 One suggestion, though, stuck out more than the others: “Seek out positive 

relationships with happy, optimistic, and cheerful people. If you’re struggling with your 

current relationships, seek out new ones.” In other words, the moment people get difficult, 

try deleting and replacing them. This is enthroned advice in our society. 

 Now, there’s an element of truth here, and it’s one that (in many circles) is too often 

missed. There are times when it’s wise to regulate your relationships. Hear me: If you are 

being abused or taken advantage of, it is both wise and loving to establish relational 

boundaries. After all, true love desires the spiritual health of the other person; it desires 

them to be rid of evil. Allowing someone else to abuse you isn’t helping them overcome 

their sin. It’s enabling it. 

 Sadly, however, this kind of relational regulation gets warped when it’s applied to 

other conflicts. The recent rise of the cancel culture, for instance, is an extreme version 

of this impulse: For many people, the way to deal with difficult relationships is not to fix 

them, but simply to end them. 

 Got a friend causing problems in your life? Cut them out. Someone in your small 

group says insensitive things? Leave that small group and find a new one. Someone at 

work doesn’t understand or respect your faith? Avoid them. Tired of being made fun of 

in the public square? Withdraw into your Christian bubble. Parents in your kid’s class not 

raising their kids the way you like? (Corona-aside: Remember classes?) Surround yourself 

with people who make you feel safe and comfortable. 

 That’s what some people do—they cut off those who offend them. 

 The Apostle Paul says in Romans 12:18, “If possible, as far as it depends on you, live 

at peace with everyone” (CSB). The surrounding passage is about pursuing relationship 

and overcoming evil in someone who’s wronged you with acts of good. 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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September 
Birthdays 

2 

Caylee Roehr 

4 
Nancy Ackerman, Greg Geis 

5 

Evelyn Effinger, 

Scott Lantaff, 

Jared McDonald, 

Mark Mitchell 

6 

Brian Foote, Adelyn Roedel 

8 

Kameron McCoy 

11 

Lois Martin 

12 

Andrea Backes 

13 

Marci Hunsaker 

14 

Adalyn Backes 

15 
Bruce Backes, Susie Backes, 

Tara Frick, Ashton Gates,  

Darlene McDurmon, 

Franklin Shoultz, Bob Smith 

16 

Bart Blalock 

17 

Katelynn Bailey 

19 

Theresa Tison 

20 

Gary Effinger, Mike Gilkey 

22 

Indi Buck 

23 

Ryan Nolan, Kylee Oliver, 

Maggie Wiseman 

27 

Dylan Backes, Judy Lantaff, 

Amy Toon 

28 

Adrian Ricketts 

St. James West By the Numbers 
Apportionment 
(January –July 2020) 
Conference ..... $14,000.00 

District .............. $1,680.00 

General Fund 
(Year-to-date weekly average) 

2019 .................. $4,591.00 

2020 ................. $4,664.00 

% Change ............... +1.6% 

Weekly 

Average 

July 

2019 

July 

2020 

% 

Change 

General 

Fund 
$4,407.00 $4,319.00 -2% 

In Memoriam 
Jerry Funkhouser passed away on August 23, 2020. Jerry is the husband of Cheryl 

Funkhouser. 

Robbie Isonhood passed away on August 25, 2020. Robbie is the father of  

Teresa Lancaster, and grandfather of Andrew Lancaster. 

Jeannette Grisham passed away on August 26, 2020. Jeannette is the mother of 

Judy Lantaff, and grandmother of Julie Williams, Jennifer Sexton, and Scott Lantaff. 

The Apostle Paul’s Response to Our Cancel Culture (continued) 

 When you think about it, denying someone your presence is like the ultimate 

punishment. Isn’t that God’s final judgment, after all? That’s what hell is: the total 

absence of God’s presence. 

 That’s what you do when you give someone the silent treatment. You are saying to 

them, “You are not worth a relationship with me.” 

 The gospel, by contrast, sends us into the world to love people as we have been 

loved, to love people who will sometimes offend us. That means before we resort to 

ending relationships, we walk the messy road of confrontation. 

 Will this always work? Of course not. Restoration always takes two. But let’s not 

give up before we’ve even started. As much as it lies in our power, let’s be agents of 

reconciliation among those who have hurt us. 

Greear, J.D. “The Apostle Paul's Response to Our Cancel Culture.” ChurchLeaders, 6 Aug. 2020, 

churchleaders.com/pastors/pastor-articles/380095-the-apostle-pauls-response-to-our-cancel-culture.html 

the opportunity to pass their high school equivalency test. 
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 Back-to-School 2020, Pandemic-style! It's here. We made it. It's happening!! Oh goodness, well, 2020 back-to-
school looks more different than I could have imagined but it's here and I am very excited about it! I'm sure for those 
of you that know me are not surprised that I am entering this school year with excitement! 

Here's what you can do to help us make this school year as successful as possible: 

1. PRAY, PRAY, and PRAY again, we need as much as we can get!  

2. Spread the word, we have openings for 1, 2 and 4 year olds. 

3. Donate to the scholarship fund, this year has been rough on some of our friends and we 
need to be prepared to help if needed. 

4. Donate supplies such as paper towels, shaving cream, tissues, baby wipes, Amazon and 
Walmart gift cards. 

 One more exciting tidbit is that a plan has been put in place to allow the 
Preschool to remain open in the event that the EVSC goes to a virtual option. 
We are all hoping that all of our children can stay in school and we are doing 
what we can to keep life as normal as possible for our students.  

 Thank you for all your support and prayers, this Preschool program 
would not be the success that it is without the support from the congregation 
at St. James West. -Jennifer O'Neil, Director 

St. James West news & notes 
Children’s Ministry Update 
 As of now we are going to continue offering nursery service, children’s (ages 3 years to 5th grade) and Middle 

School classes on Sundays at 10:30 a.m. ONLY, and children’s classes at 7:00 p.m. during Mondays With God. We 

appreciate all your love, support, and prayers. Also, if you have not signed a media waiver for your minor child, please 

see Ashley Lancaster. 

2020 Fall Rummage Sale Update 
 The 2020 Fall Rummage & Bake Sale has been canceled due to COVID-19 concerns. The next sale is tentatively 

scheduled for Spring 2021 (March or April). We are exploring options for what to do with the current rummage 

inventory before Methodist Mountain Mission comes to collect it for their Opportunity Shops. If you have donations 

intended for the Fall sale, please hold on to them as we have no storage available at church facilities. Updates on how to 

bring in donations for Mountain Mission will be available on the St. James West Facebook page and website 

www.stjameswest.com. 

Fall Festival Booth Update 
 We have been in discussions with other local booths since the cancellation of the 2020 West Side Nut Club Fall 

Festival and have decided to create a "Mini Fall Fest" with four other booths. This event is 

tentatively scheduled at Catalyst Church parking lot October 8th-10th, from 

11:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. Please help spread the word to make this event successful. There will 

be sign-up sheets in the Welcome Center and we will need all the help we can get. Please 

volunteer if you are able. More details will be released as the event draws closer. If you are 

on Facebook, look for the posts regarding this and share to help spread the word. The 

proceeds will go to various groups within the church. We hope this event will allow 

Westsiders to get their Fall Fest Food Fix, COVID-style!  

-The Fall Festival Booth Committee 
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Words of thanks & praise 

Mondays With God meals have resumed following state and local COVID-19 guidelines. Enjoy a free 

light meal in the CFC from 6:00-6:45 p.m., then join us for Mondays With God Worship in the Sanctuary 

at 7:00 p.m. We ask everyone to follow these guidelines for the meal: 

 All attendees ages 8 years and older must wear masks while in the CFC. 

 Please wash hands (minimum of 20 seconds) or use hand sanitizer 

prior to approaching serving stations. 

 Serving stations will be marked for social distancing, as well as  

tables will have limited seats per table (unless it’s a family group). 

 Masks can be removed while you are seated at a table to eat/drink. 

 Masks must be put on when getting up from the table/moving 

around the CFC.  

 Please be respectful of our kitchen crew/volunteers when asked to follow guidelines to help keep  

everyone safe! 

 "St. James family, I thank you so very much for 

making us a part of your family. Thank you for the 

massive amount of food trays you sent. The drinks, 

chips, desserts. You saved us again. I am so blessed to be 

a part of your church family." -Suzi Krack 

 "I would like to thank everyone at the church for your 

kind support of my family. Larry was a great person and 

the Best Brother I could ask for. He will be greatly 

missed. Love you all." -Marlene Krack 

 “Thank you for your prayers, and please continue to 

pray for me. Also, thank you for your cards, they have 

really lifted me up and I appreciate all of you. I can’t wait 

to get back to church!” -Larry Ellington 

 Thank you to everyone who donated to the United 

Methodist Youth Home’s “Cash for Class” campaign. 

With your help, we were  able  to raise almost $600! 

These funds will help purchase supplies for their Day 

Education program, which gives teens the opportunity to 

pass their high school equivalency test. 

Godspeed, Grace! 

 Grace Nelson-Horoho’s last day at St. James West 

was August 7th. We appreciate her service as Office 

Assistant for the last two years, in addition to 

volunteering her time for numerous children’s activities 

over the years. Grace and her husband Tyler have moved 

to Charlottesville, Virginia where she will work as an 

in-home teacher and nanny, and he will pursue his 

master’s degree/PhD in Physics at the University of 

Virginia. We pray God’s continued blessings on their 

future endeavors! 
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SEPTEMBER 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

  

 

1 

5:30-6:30a Men’s Group 

8:45-11:30a PS/MMO 

 (first day) 

4:30-6p CFC Reserved 

 

2 

8:45-11:30a PS/MMO 

6-8p Pickleball (CFC) 

3 

8:45-11:30a PS/MMO 

5-7p CFC Reserved 

4  

8a-12p Pickleball (CFC) 

5 

1-4p CFC Reserved 

6 Communion 

3-4:30p CFC Reserved 

6-9p CFC Reserved 

7 Communion 
 Labor Day 

 (office closed) 
8a-12p Pickleball (CFC) 
12-4p CFC Reserved 

6p MWG Meal (CFC) 

7p Mondays With God 
 Worship Service 

7-9p AA Meeting (CFC) 

8 

5:30-6:30a Men’s Group 

8:45-11:30a PS/MMO 

4:30-6p CFC Reserved 

 

 

9 

8:45-11:30a PS/MMO 

7-8:30p Neighborhood 

Watch Meeting 

(CFC) 

10 

8:45-11:30a PS/MMO 

4:30-6p CFC Reserved 

6-8p Cub Scouts (FH) 

11 

8a-12p Pickleball (CFC) 

12 

11a-4p CFC Reserved 

 

 

13 

3-4:30p CFC Reserved 

6-9p CFC Reserved  

14 

8a-12p Pickleball (CFC) 

6p MWG Meal (CFC) 

7p Mondays With God 

Worship Service 

7-9p AA Meeting (CFC) 

15 

5:30-6:30a Men’s Group 

8:45-11:30a PS/MMO 

5:30-6:30a Men’s Group 

 

16  

8:45-11:30a PS/MMO 

6-8p Pickleball (CFC) 

 

 

17 

8:45-11:30a PS/MMO 

18 

8a-12p Pickleball (CFC) 

19 

 

20 

3-4:30p CFC Reserved 

6-9p CFC Reserved 

21 

8a-12p Pickleball (CFC) 

6p MWG Meal (CFC) 

7p Mondays With God 

Worship Service 

7-9p AA Meeting (CFC) 

22 

5:30-6:30a Men’s Group 

8:45-11:30a PS/MMO 

 

23 

8:45-11:30a PS/MMO 

6-8p Pickleball (CFC) 

24 

8:45-11:30a PS/MMO 

6-8p Cub Scouts (FH) 

25 

8a-12p Pickleball (CFC) 

26 

27 

3-4:30p CFC Reserved 

6-9p CFC Reserved 

28 

8a-12p Pickleball (CFC) 

6p MWG Meal (CFC) 

7p Mondays With God 

Worship Service 

7-9p AA Meeting (CFC) 

29 

5:30-6:30a Men’s Group 

8:45-11:30a PS/MMO 

5-8p CFC Reserved 

30 

8:45-11:30a PS/MMO 

6-8p Pickleball (CFC) 

   

St. James West United Methodist Church 
Sundays: 

9:00 am........................................................................................ Praise & Worship 

10:30 am .................................................................................... Praise & Worship/ 

 Children’s Ministry (3 years-5th grade) 
Mondays:  

7:00 p.m. ............................................... Mondays With God Praise & Worship/ 

 Children’s Ministry (3 years-5th grade) 

Key: 

ADR-Alpha Domus Room 

CFC-Christian Family Center 

FH-Fellowship Hall 

MMO-Mother’s Morning Out 

PS-Preschool 

WC-Welcome Center 
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EAT PIZZA-EARN DOUGH FOR THE KIDS! 
St. James West Preschool is 

participating in the Azzip Pizza 

“Pot of Dough” fundraiser. 

Present this barcode at the register 

when checking out, or enter the code 

"STJAMESUMC" when ordering online. 

5% of all orders from Sept 1—Nov 30 

will be given back to St. James West 
Preschool, plus we’ll be entered to win 

the grand prize of $10,000! 

Eat pizza and support a great cause! 


