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 “Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the 
plains, and the mountains in reply, echo back their joyous 
strains. Gloria in excelsis Deo.” 

 Sound familiar? This beautiful Christmas song is based on 
Luke 2:14, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace 
among men with whom He is pleased.” This was sung by the 
angels to the shepherds who were keeping watch over their 
flock by night. Gloria in excelsis Deo is Latin—which is 
translated, “Glory to God in the highest.” 

 I spent some time thinking about the angels. Everything 
they had witnessed since the beginning of time. They witnessed 
the creation of the world, the creation of man, the miracles of 

the Old Testament. They had a ringside seat to some really spectacular events. And yet 
it was the birth of a baby that prompted the heavenly host to break out in praise. Glory 
to God! 

 What was it about the birth of a baby that caused them to proclaim glory to God? 
What was it that caused the angels to leave heaven and show up in Bethlehem to a 
group of thousands? And to sing Gloria in excelsis Deo? And what was it about the birth 
of a baby that caused them to proclaim peace on Earth among men with whom He is 
pleased? What were the angels proclaiming? Scripture records a multitude of the 
heavenly hosts were singing that night. Must have been a really big deal. 

 I think to this day we don’t fully understand the importance of that baby. With all of 
the spectacular events witnessed by the angels, this baby is the one that inspired the 
angelic choir. This baby prompted the angels to praise God! “Angels we have heard on 
high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, and the mountains in reply, echo back their joyous 
strains. Gloria in excelsis Deo.” 

 Have you heard the angels? I pray this Christmas season you hear them. Apparently 
the birth of this baby is the most spectacular event they have ever witnessed. 

Blessings, Gene 

Angels we have heard on high 

The West Wind 

Gene Backes, Pastor 

A publication of St. James West United Methodist Church 
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D e cemb er  
Worship Volunteers 

 
December 2_     
9:00 a.m. Greeters 
Kurt Buck  
9:00 a.m. Ushers 
JoAnne Hinderliter 
10:30 a.m. Greeters 
Gary Doninger, Eva Hall 
10:30 a.m. Ushers 
Sandy Mahrenholz, Vicki Wilson, 
Andy Moore, Bob Smith 
Card Angel 
Lori Rexing 

December 9      

Donut Hosts 
Mike & Nancy Bass 
9:00 a.m. Greeters 
Marian Kissel 
9:00 a.m. Ushers 
Bob & Cathy Willis 
10:30 a.m. Greeters 
Ron Hall, Debi Doninger 
10:30 a.m. Ushers 
Don & Linda Temme, 
Pappy & Connie Mabee 
Card Angel 
Nancy Bass 

December 16_     

9:00 a.m. Greeters 
Darrell & Melodie Roedel 
9:00 a.m. Ushers 
Marian Kissel, Ron Hall  
10:30 a.m. Greeters 
Mike & Nancy Bass 
10:30 a.m. Ushers 
Gary & Lou Effinger, 
Pat Nance, Mike Bass 
Card Angel 
Congregation 

December 23     

9:00 a.m. Greeters 
Bob & Cathy Willis 
9:00 a.m. Ushers 
Fred & Margaret Schnarr 
10:30 a.m. Greeters 
Randy & Gayle Bailey 
10:30 a.m. Ushers 
Pappy & Connie Mabee, 
TBD  
Card Angel 
Patti Hochstetler 

December 30     

9:00 a.m. Greeters 
Don & Jo Ann Utley 
9:00 a.m. Ushers 
Darrell & Melodie Roedel 
10:30 a.m. Greeters 
Vicki Wilson, Ron Hall 
10:30 a.m. Ushers 
Mike & Diana Effinger, TBD  
Card Angel 
Kathy Cummings 

F=J LagfZ 6Zd[ef_Se CdaYdS_ 
Sunday, December 16th during the 10:30 a.m. service. 

6Zd[ef_Se 8hW 6S`V^W^[YZf FWdh[UW 
Monday, December 24th, 11:00 p.m. Join us for an hour 

of praise & worship to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. 

AWi LWSdre 8hW CSdfk 
Sunday, December 31st, 8:00 p.m. in the CFC. Ring in 

2019 with friends! Bring a game and a snack to share. 
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Comparative Stewardship 

Weekly 
Average 

October 
2017 

October 
2018 

% Change 

Worship 
Attendance 

206 234 +14% 

General 
Fund 

$3,306.00 $3,438.00 +4% 

Apportionment 
(January-October 2018) 
Conference ....... $16,010.00 

District ............... $1,921.00 

General Fund 
(Year-to-date weekly average) 

2017 .................... $3,813.00 

2018 ...................$3,728.00 

% Change .................. -2.2% 

St. James West 
United Methodist Church 
3101 Hillcrest Terrace 
Evansville, Indiana  47712 
Phone (812) 425-7405 
Fax (812) 425-4455 

www.stjameswest.com 

 

Staff 
Gene Backes, Pastor 
Gene@stjameswest.com 

Rick Poelhuis, Music Director 
Music@stjameswest.com 

Dustin & Kelsey Biever, 
Directors of Student Ministries 
Kids@stjameswest.com 

Cindy Hicks, Director 
Preschool/Motherôs Morning Out 
Preschool@stjameswest.com 

Beth Nelson, Office Manager 
Beth@stjameswest.com 

Grace Nelson, Office Assistant 
Grace@stjameswest.com 

Kathy & Gary Cummings 
Custodians 

 

Sid Nelson 
Worship Leader 

Ron Hall, Jr. 
Lead Greeter 

Tech Team 
Jeremy Hoesli, Coordinator 
TechTeam@stjameswest.com 

Blessed Bundle of Joy: Em m ett Shane Biever  cam e into the w orld on  
November 6, 2018 weighing 8 lbs., 5 oz. Proud parents are Dustin & Kelsey Biever, big 
sisters are Angel, Kaley, Raelynn, and Nora. 

Odie Carrier, Jr.: 11/12/18. Odie is the brother of Debi Doninger. 

Tanner Peckenpaugh: 11/17/18. Tanner is the grandson of Jerry Peckenpaugh. 

Kelly Little-Hodge: 11/18/2018. Kelly is the wife of Richard Hodge, and sister of 
Jodi Miller and Tracy Carnahan. 

(continued on pg. 3) 

 As we were visiting with friends not long ago, Mert Lantaff was mentioned. I was 
amazed when told that Mert passed away in 2015. I mean, it seems like just yesterday to 
me. To his family it seems like forever. 

 When we searched the Courier archives to see for ourselves, I saw something else 
that was news to me. Mert passed on March 28th, 2015. 

 That may not seem like anything to you, but that was my father’s birthday. Actually, 
it’s my birthday, too. (After I arrived, mom told pop that was a once-in-a-lifetime gift!) 

 As the coincidence of dates spun around in my mind, I began to wonder about how 
Mert’s arrival in heaven went. You see—Mert and Pop were great friends. 

Mondays with God scheduling note: 
There will be NO meal or service on 
December 24th. Please join us instead for 
the 11:00 p.m. Christmas Eve service in 
the Sanctuary!  There will be a service on 
December 31st, but no meal. 

Holiday Hours: The church office 
will be closed on Christmas Eve, Christmas 
day, and New Years Day. The office will 
have limited hours December 26th-28th, 
and December 31st. 

Church Chicks news: The Chicks will 
NOT be having the Winter Gala this year. 
The unpredictable weather has been one of 
our greatest factors for low participation. 
The next Church Chicks meeting is 
scheduled for January 2nd, 6:00 p.m., 
weather permitting. Please come join us 
and help us make 2019 one of our best 
years! 

St. James West By the Numbers 

Blessings and more 

St. James West news & notes 

A story from our brother in Christ: Kurt Buck 

In Memoriam 
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D e c e m b e r  
Birthdays 

1 
Ann Hettenbach, Riley Kremer 

2 
Ashley Lancaster, 
Alexandra Reed 

6 
Jean Bailey 

8 
Angela Sorrells 

9 
Randy Toelle 

10 
Elsie Seifert 

11 
Delayna Backes 

13 
Helen Seifert 

14 
Lucinda Barrett, Abbie Bennett, 
Aiden Pipken, Susan Pressley, 
Samantha Stewart 

16 
Bonnie Toone 

17 
Fawna Martin, Emily Williams 

19 
Gene Backes, Casey McDonald 

20 
John Deem, Harper Lamble, 
Anna Logsdon, Kristi Wilson 

21 
Kim Gibson, 
Jennifer Greathouse 

23 
Adam Roehr 

24 
Carol Bittrolff 

25 
Jesus 

28 
Mark Mitchell, II 

29 
Isaiah Egan, Janice Peckenpaugh, 
Scott Toelle, Don Utley 

31 
Debi Doninger

Words of thanks & praise 
“Dear Church family, 
There are times in our lives that are not 
easy, but we have a church family whose 
care and love makes everything so much 
better. Gene, thank you so much for being 
with us at a very difficult time. Your every 
day visits, prayers, and guidance in help-
ing us in so many ways—we can’t thank 
you enough. Susie, Kurt, Trina, Johnny— 
thank you for singing Eddie’s favorite 
song, ‘Go Down to the River to Pray.’ It 
was so beautiful and meant so much to us. 
Thank you to everyone who helped with 
the wonderful funeral dinner and all the 
delicious dishes. We had so many people 
tell us how nice everything was. We know 
how hard you worked to make everything 
just right. We also appreciated all the 
special cards, calls, hugs, and love you 
have given us.” 
Loves & Blessings, The Geis Family 

“Thanks so much for everyone's help and 
participation with Hanging of the Greens. 
The service was beautiful and the meal 
was delicious! We couldn't do it without 
all the support and participation from the 
entire church family. Merry Christmas!” 

-AMEN Group 

“I would like to thank my dear St. James 
West family for all the love you’ve shown 
me these last several months with 
everything I’ve been going through. I am 
so grateful for all the cards, gifts, and 
prayers. The special gift the Vinegatherers 
gave was such a blessing. You’ve made me 
feel so special. I love you all.” 

-God bless, Debi Doninger 

“The Chicks would like to thank everyone 
that came to the Bazaar & Luncheon on 
the 11th of November. The day was 
successful for our vendors & the Chicks!! 
Susie Backes was the big winner of both 
the Twin & Queen size quilts. A special 
thank you to all of the Chicks and the 
Roosters who helped set up and cleaned 
up the tables & chairs for the luncheon!” 

-The Church Chicks 

 “Hey Mert, good to see you. What’ve you been doing?” 

 “Hello Richard. I’ve been pricing rummage and making corn fritters… you know, the 
usual.” 

 “Mert, it’s my birthday. Glad you could make it to the party.” 

 “Hey, that’s right. I’ve missed you these past 27 years. Are we having pineapple-
upside-down cake?” 

 Did they shake hands, and then focus on Jesus? I picture it that way, but, of course, I 
don’t know. 

 There’s a lot that we can know about heaven, though. Romans 10:9-10 tells us how 
to get there. The story of the thief on the cross tells us that the change of address is  
immediate. Revelation tells us about the architecture, streams, and trees. John 3:16 lets 
us know it is a permanent arrangement. 

 All the glorious aspects of heaven are clear. And the little things are taken care of, 
too. We won’t have to change lightbulbs, or pay taxes. 

 There will be no more pain, crying, or dying. And since we have resurrected perfect 
bodies, maybe birthdays won’t be such a big deal after all.  ïKurt 

A story from our brother in Christ: Kurt Buck (contôd) 
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St. James West contributed over $4,000 to the Methodist Build,  

let³s keep the momentum going! 

Consider signing up to volunteer on the build site, whether it³s putting on a tool 

belt, or helping to serve meals. See Carol Peckenpaugh for details.  

Sign up & Contact Info 

1. Go to evansvillehabitat.org 

2. Click on the blue Volunteer circle or tab 

3. Click on the ñSign Up Hereò 2018 Liability Waiver 

4. Complete form 

5. Submit 

6. A calendar will appearï sign up on the date(s) 
you wish to participate on 

Amy Plymire 

Volunteer Workforce and Safety Manager 

560 E Diamond Avenue, Evansville, IN, 47711 

Phone: 812-423-5623 ext. 33 

Fax: 812-4233362 

Cell: 812-453-3810 

aplymire@evansvillehabitat.org 

Important Volunteer Information 

¶ All volunteers must fill out a liability waiver prior to 
volunteering. 

¶ Lunch break is from 11am-12pm. 

¶ Volunteers must be 16 years of age or older. 

¶ Please remember to wear closed-toe shoes. 

¶ Habitat provides tools and materials, but feel free to bring 
your own tools, labeled with your name. 

¶ Construction project schedules are very fluid and may change 
at the last minute. Please check your email for updates on your 
volunteer day. 

¶ For safety concerns, we do not build in the rain. If rain is in 
the forecast, check your email for a cancellation or reschedule 
notice. 

¶ If rain is in the forecast, check your email for a cancellation or 
reschedule notice.  

Tentative Date Activities 

December 1st, 2018 ǒ 7:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 

Build Wallsï 8 volunteers each day December 4th, 2018 ǒ 7:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.  

December 5th, 2018 ǒ 7:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 

January 12th, 2019 ǒ 7:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 

Hang Sidingï 6 volunteers each day 
Very tentative; weather determinant  

January 15th, 2019 ǒ 7:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 

January 16th, 2019 ǒ 7:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 

January 26th, 2019  7:30 a.m.-11:00 a.m. Pre-Insulation work-6 Volunteers 

February 9th, 2019 ǒ 7:30 a.m.-11:00 a.m. Paintï 8 volunteers 
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S u n  M o n  T u e  W e d  T h u  F r i  S a t  

2 Communion 

12-5p Crusaders Class 
Party 

3 Communion 
6-6:45p Mondays With 

God meal (CFC) 

7-8p Mondays With 
God Bible Study 

7-9p AA Mtg. (FH)  

4 
5:30a MenŜs Group 

8:30 -11:30a PS/MMO 

5-8p CFC Reserved 

 

5 
8:30 -11:30a PS/MMO 

3-4:30p Reitz Cheer 
(CFC) 

6-8p Student Ministry 
(CFC 2nd Floor) 

 

6 
8:30 -11:30a PS/MMO 

5-8p CFC Reserved 

6-8p Cub Scouts (FH) 

7-8p Bible Study (ADR) 

7 
5-10p CFC Reserved 

1 

 
 

9 Donuts/ 

Fellowship 

1-6p CFC Reserved 

10 
6-6:45p Mondays With 

God meal (CFC) 

7-8p Mondays With 
God Bible Study 

7-9p AA Mtg. (FH)  

11 

5:30a MenŜs Group 

8:30 -11:30a PS/MMO 

5-8p CFC Reserved 

12 
8:30 -11:30a PS/MMO 

6-8p Student Ministry 
(CFC 2nd Floor) 

7-8:30p Neighborhood 
Watch Mtg. 
(CFC) 

13 
8:30 -11:30a PS/MMO 

5-8p CFC Reserved 

6-8p Cub Scouts (FH) 

7-8p Bible Study (ADR) 

14 
 

15 
ALL DAY CFC 

Reserved 

16 Food Pantry 

Donations 

SJW  Youth Christmas 
Program  
(10:30 a.m. 
service) 

17  
6-6:45p Mondays With 

God meal (CFC) 

7-8p Mondays With 
God Bible Study 

7-9p AA Mtg. (FH)  

January 2019 West 
Wind   article deadline 

18 
5:30a MenŜs Group 

8:30 -11:30a PS/MMO 

5-8p CFC Reserved 

6:30p Preschool 
Christmas 
Program 
(Sanctuary)  

19 
8:30 -11:30a PS/MMO 

6-8p Pickleball (CFC) 

6-8p Student Ministry 
(CFC 2nd Floor) 

20  
7-8p Bible Study (ADR) 

21 
 

22 
2-10p CFC Reserved 

23  

3-10p CFC Reserved 

24 Christmas Eve 
(Office Closed) 

7-9p AA Mtg. (FH)  

11p Christmas Eve 
Candlelight 
Service 
(Sanctuary)  

25 Christmas Day 

(Office Closed) 
 
12-6p CFC Reserved 

12-8p FH Reserved 

26 
6-8p Pickleball (CFC) 

27 
7-8p Bible Study (ADR) 

28 29 
12-8p CFC Reserved 

30 UCS 
Breakfast 
Donations 

31 
7-8p Mondays With 

God Bible Study 

7-9p AA Mtg. (FH)  

8p-12a New YearŜs Eve 
Party (CFC) 

     

Key: 

ADR—Alpha Domus Room 

CFC—Christian Family Center 

FH—Fellowship Hall 

MMO—Mother’s Morning Out 

PS—Preschool 

December 2018 
St. James West United Methodist Church 

Sundays: 

9:00 a.m. ................................................................. Praise & Worship 
 Kids Club, Adult Small Groups (AMEN Group 9:15 a.m.) 
10:30 a.m................................................................. Praise & Worship 
 Lifeguard Ministry (Preschool-5th grade), Adult Small Groups 
Mondays: 

6:00-6:45 p.m. ............................................ Mondays With God meal 

7:00 p.m. ........................................... Mondays With God Bible Study 
Lifeguard Ministry (Kindergarten-5th grade) 

EVSC No School 

EVSC No School 

EVSC No School 

8 

8-9:30a UCS 
Breakfast Volunteers 

11a-3p CFC Reserved 

6:30 -9p Emmaus 
Gathering 
(Sanctuary)  



We’re on the Web! 
www.stjameswest.com 

3101 Hillcrest Terrace 
Evansville, Indiana  47712 
 

December 2018 
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