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      March 18, 2020 
 
For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and love and sound judgement.  
(2 Timothy 1:7) 

We are praying that pastors and church leaders will have wisdom (sound judgement) during these 
unprecedented times. We have never faced a time quite like this in our history. Yes, we have had 
major health crises and national emergencies, but the interconnectedness of our world, both 

physically and socially (through social media), makes this time truly unique.  

I want to remind you that God has you where you are for just such a time as this. It is no accident 
that you are serving the church where you are during this time. He has placed you there and He will 
give you the strength and wisdom to lead the church through this. And you are not alone. The staff 
of Capital Baptist Association and Oklahoma Baptists (BGCO) want to do anything we can to help 
during this turbulent time. You can find frequent updates and information at 
https://www.oklahomabaptists.org/coronavirus. 

Many churches are cancelling public gatherings service-by-service. This is not an indication of 
spirituality (or lack thereof), but of public concern made prayerfully and carefully. If you decide to 
have services please consider the following: 

• Many churches are cancelling Sunday School (small, contained spaces).  
• Consider not having a greeting time during the services and ask members to refrain from 

shaking hands. 
• Encourage non-family members to sit at least six feet apart. 
• Consider not passing offering plates during the services. 
• Encourage senior adults and those who have any sickness or respiratory issues to not 

attend.  
• We suggest that you not offer a nursery or childcare during services. 

For now, these are the only changes to the ministries of CBA: 

• The CART (Resource) trailers are unavailable for use. 
• Medical Clinics at the Baptist Mission Center are postponed indefinitely. 
• The Pastors Conference scheduled for March 24 has been cancelled.  

I encourage you and your church to take this situation seriously.  We have a tremendous 
responsibility, not only for the health and safety of our church members, but to minister to the lost 

and unchurched around us. 

Please let us know how we can help. 

Blessings, 

Harry Black 
Associational Missionary/Treasurer  
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