
Comments from the discussion on: 
02.22.20 NTC UMW Racial Justice/Spiritual Growth Event 

So You Want To Talk About Race 
 
Intentionality 
Be intentional 

Social Creational 

We often don’t see the world that’s going on before us. 

Check Your Privilege 
Consider these: 

Education, Class, Culture, Sexual Orientation, Race, Abled vs Disabled, Age 

Microaggressions 
Microaggressions are so real, but oh so hard for others to understand the impact of them 

Intersectionality 

Need intentional inclusion to include intersectional identities in leadership (We’re already to 
this - right?) 

Cultural Appropriation 
style, fashion, music, are common areas of cultural appropriation 

Defining Racism 
Incorporate the charter for racial justice into more routine. 

How do we make/encourage more diversity in the church leadership? 

Racism - need definitions for all of these: 

casual, individual, interpersonal, institutional, cultural, structural 

Racism – definition: an umbrella for the six types of racism 

Racism: interpersonal or systemic? 



All agree that institutional or systemic racism is the real issue BUT! Realize that we can use systemic 
racism as an excuse for what we tolerate, and claim to be powerless against it, no, we must act and do 
what we can.  Todays conversation is a start. 

To combat racism, we must address systems of oppression 

Our communities often do not recognize racism as a persistent reality at every level of society- our 
churches, our schools, our politics 

 

Reaching across the chasm 
Why are our churches not integrated? 

Why do we still have black UMCs and not more effort to integrate? 

We need to be aware of the prejudice around us. We need not to be afraid of conversations about 
racism. 
 

Police brutality 
How can we help our young adult and teens understand police brutality – do’s and don’ts 

School to prison pipeline 
Mentor in schools 

Be aware of challenges in schools (police in schools impacts people differently) 

Volunteer at “at risk” schools 
 
Financial support (by UMW units) to Wesley Rankin, Dallas Bethlehem Center, and other UMW mission 
institutions 
 
Educate ourselves more and pass it on 
 
Our church wants to volunteer in local schools, but our schools don’t know what to do with us. 
 
Develop a national model on how to go into school systems 
 

Parking lot 
 
Deeper discussions are needed. How do we continue to chip away at racism and social injustice?  


