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Counting Down the Days 
Donna and I are so very excited to know that we are only one week away from being on the 
field serving with you at Mammoth Baptist Church. On July 11, August 1st seemed a distant 
future. Today, the first Sunday in August feels like day after tomorrow. Continue to lift us in 
prayer as I close out my final days as chaplain in Shawnee and as we both make closure with 
our friends and ministries at our home church. 
 
Today, I am grateful for Dr. Bruce Perkins, Assistant Professor of Christian Ministry and Director 
of the Prison Divinity Program at Oklahoma Baptist University. Bruce is a dear brother and co-
laborer in ministry. He will bring today’s message titled “Power in the Pew” from II Corinthians. 
 
Church Leadership 
I am grateful for Ronnie Peace, chair of the deacon body and the many ways he has introduced 
me to the active deacon ministry of the church. Over the past two weeks, I have witnessed how 
the deacons pray for you on a daily basis, and I look forward to serving with these men. Bobbie 
Borcherding has introduced me to the leadership team structure of the church, and I look 
forward to learning more of the details of the church through these leaders and their 
institutional memory regarding the life of the church. Andy Arnold and Brian Jones are also 
bringing me up to speed on the ministry of Mammoth. These faithful men will be invaluable to 
me in the days of kingdom work that await us. 
 
Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace 
In my personal devotions, I am meditating on (reading, memorizing, praying through) 
Ephesians. This Pauline Epistle has much to say about the life of the church. One unmistakable 
emphasis in Paul’s letter is that of a call for unity in the bond of peace (for example: Ephesians 
2:13-16 and 4:1-6). That unity is found in Christ. My prayer for Mammoth is for God to be 
glorified, the church to be unified and the lost and least to be sanctified. That prayer echoes the 
words of a man who prays for me on a regular basis and now prays for Mammoth regularly. His 
prayer has become my prayer. And Paul’s vision for the church is penetrating my daily thoughts 
and prayers. Now, I ask each of you to join me as I join you in praying daily for the life and 
ministry of the people known as Mammoth Baptist Church.  
 
Now to Him who is able to do exceeding abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according 

to the power that works within us, to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all 
generations forever and ever. Amen (Ephesians 3:20-21, NASB 1977) 


