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FROM THE BISHOP - Rev. David Alan Bard 
In January, Bishop David Alan Bard shared that his favorite Scripture texts is First 
Corinthians 16:14: “Let all that you do be done in love.” Below is what the Bishop 
has to say about love… 
 
Love...is at the heart of our Christian faith. God’s love for us in Jesus Christ. Our 
love for others in the name of Jesus Christ. We love because God first loved us.  
What does love ask of us, particularly in this time? Books could be written, but let 
me offer a couple of thoughts rather than an exhaustive list. 
 
Love asks of us kindness. I have shared before the idea proposed by theologian 
Robert Neville, “Christianity first and foremost is about being kind” (Symbols of 
Jesus). I would say that being a follower of Jesus is about more than kindness, but 
never less than kindness, and kindness is central. Kindness is absolutely critical 
given our pernicious polarization, the rivers of anger that seem to be running 
through our world, and even our denominational divisiveness. 
 
Neville elaborates on what he thinks kindness means: “being generous,  
sympathetic, willing to help those in immediate need, and ready to play roles for 
people on occasions of suffering, trouble, joy, and celebration that might more 
naturally be played by family or close friends who are absent….  To be kind is also 
to be courteous.” Neville goes on to say that being courteous is “an extremely 
important and difficult virtue in a society as multifarious as ours.” Neville’s book is 
20 years old, and it is safe to say that we are finding courteousness more difficult 
today. 
 
A central dimension to being courteous is respect. Love asks of us kindness,  
kindness requires courteousness, and respect is an essential dimension of being 
courteous. We have deep differences of opinion within our society. We have  
significant differences of opinion within the church, differences of opinion that will 
lead to separation. How might we respect one another amid deep differences? In 
his book Flourishing, theologian Miroslav Volf offers a complex understanding of 
respect. We can respect a position different from our own by respecting the  
integrity of that position, taking it seriously, and engaging with it fairly at its best 
rather than at its worst. We can respect a position different from our own by  
critically engaging its claims. Finally, we can respect a position different from ours 
as we willingly acknowledge its positive moral effects.  
 

...continued on page 2 
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...continued from page 1 
 
Volf offers these dimensions of respect as he outlines 
what it could mean to respect other religions. How 
much more should we be willing to provide such  
respect to those with whom we share faith in Jesus 
Christ, even if we differ on what that faith may mean. 
Volf admits that some positions may be difficult to 
respect even when we have engaged them fairly. I 
might offer here a racist nationalism that claims to be 
rooted in the Christian faith. Even then, we might  
respect a person without respecting their position.  
Everyone in the class gets a Valentine card. Perhaps 
kindness asks that we begin, in most cases, assuming 
we will find reasons to respect not only persons but 
their positions, at least in part. We may get to the 
place where a position or point-of-view cannot be 
respected upon serious reflection and engagement, 
but let’s not begin there. Regardless, persons are to 
be respected. 
 
If all that feels a little uncomfortable, I would also say 
that love asks of us a willingness to be  
uncomfortable. “Now after John was arrested, Jesus 
came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God 
and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 
God has come near; repent, and believe in the good 
news.’” (Mark 1:14-15). Jesus’ message of good news 
apparently puts us in an uncomfortable place, at least 
for a time. To repent is to change, to change  
direction, to change purpose. There is that moment 
of discomfort when you recognize the need for 
change. You are not where you want to be. Your life 
is not what you want it to be. The world is not where 
we want it to be. Love asks that we remain open to 
such discomfort in the service of a newer self, a  
better life, a newer world. 
 
Last summer, at the Michigan annual conference, I 
invited every United Methodist Church to engage 
with the topic of racism. I’ve extended the invitation 
to every United Methodist Church in Minnesota. I 
preached that “God’s grace is found in increasing our 
capacity for discomfort.” To get to a better place, to 
move toward God’s Beloved Community, will require 
moments of discomfort as we confront our past and 
its legacy in the present. 
 
The attorney Bryan Stevenson whose work for racial 
justice was powerfully portrayed in the movie “Just 
Mercy,” was interviewed recently about his ongoing 
work. The conversation included the creation of a 
memorial to the victims of lynching in the United 
States, the National Memorial for Peace and Justice, 
and the establishment of The Legacy Museum which 
traces the history of racism in America. I invite you to 
get a little uncomfortable and watch the interview. In 
the story, Stevenson says, “We can be more than a 
country of enslavers and lynchers and executioners, 
but only if we acknowledge that.” 

Love asks of us kindness. Love asks of us a willingness 
to be uncomfortable in the service of a better life and 
a better world. Love also asks us to pause from time 
to time and say “thank you.”  
 
I want to thank you all for your service to Jesus Christ 
through your local churches and other ministry  
settings in these difficult and challenging days. I know 
clergy and other church leaders have been doing 
their best to navigate an unpredictable pandemic, 
even as our society has made this more difficult when 
we funnel public health through narrow political  
categories. You’ve worked to navigate a pandemic, 
worked to help people stay focused on ministry for 
Jesus Christ, worked to discuss challenging topics that 
are an important part of our journey with Jesus, 
worked to engage people online in new ways. Thank 
you.  
 
Know you are loved, loved wildly by the God of Jesus 
Christ, and loved by this bishop who is on this  
journey with you, this joyful journey with you.” 
 
——————————————————————- 
 
Bishop David Alan Bard is the presiding bishop of the  
Michigan Conference of The United Methodist 
Church.  Bishop Bard also shepherds the Minnesota Annual 
Conference as interim bishop until 2022, and serves as  
President of the North Central Jurisdiction College of  
Bishops. 
 
Within the General Church, Bishop Bard serves on the Study 
on Ministry Commission, the Committee on Faith and  
Order, and the North Central Jurisdiction Committee on 
Episcopacy. He has also previously served on the General 
Board of Higher Education and Ministry, the Commission on 
General Conference, and the Commission on Theological 
Education. 
 
Bishop Bard received a BA from the University of Minnesota, 
Duluth in 1981; his Master of Divinity was earned at United 
Theological Seminary, Twin Cities 1984; and in 1994 he  
received a Ph.D. from Southern Methodist University with a 
focus on Christian ethics 
 
Bishop Bard has a wife, Julie, and three adult children. In his 
free time, he enjoys music, reading, baseball, and walking 
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NOTES FROM THE LAY LEADER 
“Since we’ve compiled this long and sorry record as  

sinners… and proved that we are utterly incapable of  
living the glorious lives God wills for us, God did it for us. 
Out of sheer generosity he put us in right standing with 
himself. A pure gift. He got us out of the mess we’re in 

and restored us to where he always wanted us to be. And 
he did it by means of Jesus Christ.” 

Romans 3: 23-24 (the Message) 
 
So, what do we do with this tremendous gift? Our sins 
are forgiven. We are now free to live the life God wants 
us to live. So, what do we do? 
 
The Ten Commandments tell us to have only one God, 
to honor the Sabbath, to honor our parents, and not to 
murder, steal, or tell lies. OK. Most of us are doing those 
things now. But isn’t the kingdom of God supposed to 
be better than what we are living now?  
 
Jesus says to love our neighbor, and that our  
neighbor is EVERYBODY. Our neighbor is not just those 
people who live like us, who think like us, who vote like 
us, who love like us. 
 
We often think that life is unfair to us because we don’t 
have everything we can imagine wanting. We don’t think 
about the vast majority of the people on earth who live 
on less than $5 a day; WE may not have the latest  
gadget. Verizon sent me a text yesterday saying that if 
Steve and I each bought a new protective case for our 
phones, they would plant a tree for Earth Day. Is one tree 
enough to offset the pollution of two new plastic phone 
cases? I have no idea. But I remember that most of the 
people on earth don’t need a phone case because they 
don’t own a phone and will never make a phone call. 
Does this reflect or promote the kingdom of God? 
 
We want to do ministry with our neighbors. We have lots 
of ideas. We have an old building that requires  
maintenance and we’re very fond of it. We’re not sure 
what is going to happen with the United Methodist 
Church in future years. Being relatively conservative  
Midwesterners, we tend to think that “maybe we should 
just wait to move forward.”  
 
Jesus doesn’t say that. He says that we are forgiven, so 
that we can live the life God wants for us in the Kingdom 
of God that is all around us. Not that we should wait for 
the kingdom of God to arrive and then move forward. 
 
Each of us would define moving forward in a different 
way. Let’s do what seems important to us. And let’s 
begin doing it today.  
 

- Barbara Ross 

WORSHIP AT THE BIG RAPIDS BAND SHELL 
 
You are invited to join Big Rapids and the 
neighboring communities to hear and share in a 
time of Christian Worship. 
 
Churches from Big Rapids, Paris and Woodville 
are sharing God’s message to be held the first 
Friday evening in June, July, August, and 
September at 6:30pm at the Band Shell. 
 
1st UMC is one of the churches participating in 
this activity.   Our church will be hosting the  
September 2, date.  Please join us! 
 
Open to the public, invite your family and friends 
to hear songs of worship and a Christian  
message.  Bring a picnic dinner and a blanket or 
chairs and be part of this community event.   
 
To learn more, find us on Facebook at Faithful 
Fridays or contact: 
   Karen Thompson 
   (231)250-9907 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 
COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
SPRC - 5/10@ 6:30PM 
Trustees - 5/19 @ 5:30PM 
Church Council - 5/24 @ 7:00PM 
 
WEEKLY EVENTS 
Tuesday 10:00AM Worship Design Team 
  5:00PM Lyrics in Motion Rehearsal 
Wednesday 3:00PM Staff Meeting 
  6:15PM Elm Street Boys Rehearsal 
  7:00PM Chancel Choir 
Thursday 5:30PM Community Meal 
 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
 
Anniversaries 
 Keith & Lori Maneke (35 )  May 2 
 Richard & Kaye Patton (31 )  May 11 
 Paul & Denise Jefts (48 )  May 17 
 Matthew & Jennie Parrish (3 )  May 18 
 Karl & Cindy Linebaugh (50 )  May 20 
 Colin & Roberta Cline (35 )  May 23 
 Michael & Mitzi Day (34 )  May 28 
 
Birthdays 
 Austin Draves   May 4 
 Bobby Dale Whitlock  May 5 
 Sandra Fate   May 6 
 Madeline Little   May 7 
 Marty Osterholzer  May 7 
 David Dethmers  May 9 
 Matthew Parrish  May 10 
 Donald Randle   May 11 
 Dottie Riis McMaster  May 17 
 Pam Fleming   May 21 
 Ryan Cosper   May 23 
 Jennifer Panicci  May 23 
 Josiah Jenison   May 24 
 Geoffrey Pisani   May 26 
 Andrea Fountain  May 27 
 Michael Gibson  May 27 
 Steve Hanford   May 27 
 Robert Hanford  May 28 
 Don Reed   May 28 
 ulie Tilmann   May 28 
 Anna Rose Hedlund  May 29 
 Esther Hewitt   May 29 
 Janet Barnes   May 30 
 Katillyn Case   May 30 
 Caitlin Bejcek   May 31 

May 1 (Communion & Native American Ministries)  
 Liturgist – Pat Little  
 Ushers – Pat & Marion Williamson, Joann Haist  
 Greeters – Denise Jefts, Pete Jensen  
 Children’s Worship – Pastor Karen Poole  
 Nursery – Katie Aris  
 
May 8 (Mother’s Day)  
 Liturgist – Richard Patton 
 Ushers – Rex & Cheryl Richardson, Mike Gibson 
 Greeters – Barbara Ross, Pat Little 
 Children’s Worship – Katie Aris 
 Nursery – Jana Pisani  
 
May 15  
 Liturgist – Karen Thompson  
 Ushers – Mike Pisani, Jana Pisani, Joann Haist  
 Greeters – Mike Gibson, John Ramsay  
 Children’s Worship – Pastor Karen Poole  
 Nursery – Julie Tessin  
 
May 22 (Blessing of the Bikes)  
 Liturgist – Kathy Bell  
 Ushers – Rex & Cheryl Richardson, Pete Jensen  
 Greeters – Bev Wesche, Kathi Parker  
 Children’s Worship – Larisa Draves  
 Nursery – Trisha Jadhav  
 
May 29  
 Liturgist – Carol Hillman  
 Ushers – Colin & Roberta Cline, Laurie Daniels  
 Greeters – Pete Jensen, Karen Thompson  
 Children’s Worship – In House Worship  
 Nursery – Katie Aris  
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MOTHER’S DAY ROSES 
 

Once again it’s time for “Right to Life” Mother’s Day 
Roses.  Sally Nelson will be selling these roses for 

$1.50 each.  If you would like to place n order, 
please contact Sally at (231) 796-2754 or  

jnelson754@charter.net.  Pick up will be at her 
home (contact Sally for the address) on May 6 after 

5:00PM and May 7 until 1:00PM. 
 

“Thank you for supporting this very important 
mission.” - Sally Nelson 

SUMMER CAMP 2022 

INFORMATION 
 
Summer camp has everything you’d expect like 
fun activities, music, and crafts, all with a God 
centered focus! If you want a fun opportunity to 
make friends and learn about the Bible, church 
camp is the place for you! 
 
You can register for summer camp online @: 
 www.umcamping.org  
 www.summergamescamp.org  
 www.lakelouisecommunity.org 
 
 
At BRFUMC, we are committed to ensuring that 
EVERY child who wants to go to summer camp 
has that opportunity—financial need will not de-
termine whether or not a child goes to camp! 
BRFUMC offers scholarships for summer camp 
based on need. 
 
If you would like to sponsor a camper 
(registration is between $399 and $525) or need 
financial assistance, contact Rachael Kelly, 
Rachael.Kelly.edu@gmail.com. 

WORSHIP TIME CHANGE 
Beginning Sunday June 5, 2022 our Sun-

day worship service will start at 10:00AM. 

Thank You! 
 

Thank you all for your words of support and 
encouragement on Administrative Professionals 

Day.  The flowers, treats, and cards were  
great—but more than anything, your words of 

affirmation touched my heart.  Thank you! 
 

-Barbara Erb 
Office Manager 

BRFUMC 
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UPCOMING BOOK STUDY - MAY 2022 
Churches in America are experiencing an unprecedented fracturing due to 
their belief and attitude toward the LGBTQAI+ community. Using six passages 
in the Bible, often known as the clobber passages, the  conservative Christian 
position has been one that stands against the full inclusion of our LGBTQAI+ 
sisters and brothers.   
 
Unclobber is really two books in one. First, it is an attempt to help people  
understand that the Bible does not condemn homosexuality and there are 
logically sound and biblically grounded reasons for this position.  Second, it is 
the story of Martin’s journey over the last two decades - arriving at a new  
understanding of The Bible, the teachings of Jesus, and losing / finding /  
creating a fellowship community.  
 
Unclobber reexamines what the Bible says (and does not say) about  
homosexuality in such a way that breathes fresh life into inaccurate 
assumptions and interpretations. 
 
If you are interested in this study, please let Pastor Jeremy know.  When there 
is a list of people interested, he will contact folks to determine the best time 
for the study. 

NEW STRUCTURE INFORMATIONAL 

MEETING - MAY 7, 10AM—1:30PM 
 
In February 2022 we shared information in the  
newsletter about a discussion around changing our 
administrative structure to a Simplified, Accountable 
Structure.   
 
The purpose of a SAS is to utilize a leadership style 
that combines accountability, responsibility and  
authority. That is done by reducing micro  
management, empowering and enabling the pastor 
to lead more effectively, and synchronizing and 
aligning all the church’s ministries with the mission, 
vision, and goals.  SAS also reduces the number of 
people engaged in administration so that we are 
freed up for hands-on ministry and engagement in 
the mission field.   
 
As the Church Council works through this discussion, 
we have committed to being transparent and to  
remaining open to feedback from the entire  
congregation.  It’s likely that this fall we will hold a 
church conference and vote on this new model, if we 
decide to move forward. 
 
Pastor Jeremy has arranged for a coach from the 
Michigan Conference office of Congregational  
Excellence to come and share information about this 
new model for leadership on May 7, from 10AM until 
about 1:30PM, with lunch and childcare provided.  If 
you are interested in attending, please RSVP to the 
church office by May 1, 2022. 

 

   The organizing committee for 
   the Mecosta County Area 
   Senior Enrichment Day has 
   announced the event will be 
held on Wednesday, June 22 from 9:00.m. to 3:00 
p.m. at Big Rapids High School. 
 
The committee was cancelled in 2020 and was held 
virtually in 2021 due to Covid-19.  The day brings area 
seniors (caregivers are also welcome) together to  
experience 4 different time slots for educational  
seminars and a luncheon program.  The four time 
slots are selected from a range of approximately  
30-35 different session options throughout the day 
ranging from financial planning and healthcare  
specific seminars to art lessons and exercise sessions.  
   
The registration materials will be available soon and 
updates will be posted to the organization’s website 
and Facebook page.   For more information on Senior 
Enrichment Day, you may contact the Mecosta  
County Senior Center at 231-972-2884 or visit their 
website:  www.seniorenrichmentday.com. 
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BIG RAPIDS 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

 
304 Elm Street 

Big Rapids, MI 49307  
231-796-7771 

 
www.bigrapidsfumc.com 

 
Facebook Page: 

www.facebook.com/brfumc  
 

 

STAFF 
 

Rev. Jeremy Wicks 
Senior Pastor 
(517) 851-1494 

revjwicks@gmail.com 
  

Barbara Erb 
Office Manager 
(231) 796-7771 

bigrapidsfirstumc@gmail.com  
 

Rachael Kelly 
Family Ministry Coordinator 

(517) 435-9308 
rachael.Kelly.edu@gmail.com  

 
Rev. Kaye Patton 
Director of Music  

 
Shirley Jernstadt 

Organist  
 

Kathy Bell 
Accompanist  

 
Diane Parrish 

Nursery Supervisor  
 

Beth Ridenour 
Treasurer  

 
Gary Erb 

Custodial / Maintenance 


