
Guidelines for Re-Entry to In-House Worship 

From the Worship and Music Team meeting of Tuesday, August 4 and the Church Council 
meeting of Thursday, August 8 a RE-Entry Team was formed.   Their task: To develop guidelines 
for In-House Worship, safely.  

The date of Sunday, September 13 has been set.  In preparation for that, here is a summary of 
that day and guidelines for us all to be aware of. 

• The sanctuary and Fellowship Hall will be thoroughly cleaned on Friday by Gary Erb 
before each worship service. Following worship, the sanctuary will be locked until it is 
cleaned again.  According to current information, the virus lives on surfaces about 36-48 
hours.  So making the worship space inaccessible and, then, recleaning should address 
any issues. 

• Masks are required for worship.  We would prefer that you use your own mask, 
however, if you forget yours, or need one, there will be some in the lobby as you enter 
the building.  Hand sanitizer has been purchased and will be available for use as well. 
Those unable or unwilling to wear a mask will need to worship at home via livestream. 

• The sanctuary is corded off to secure social distancing.  You may not be able to sit in 
your “normal” spot.  

• Items requiring “handling’ like hymnals, sign-in registration pads, Bibles, etc. have been 
removed from the pews. Offering will be collected at “stations” near the entrance/exit 
area of the sanctuary and Fellowship Hall.  Offering plates will not be passed. 

• Ushers will assist you with finding a location as that is helpful to you. 
• Entrance for worship will be at the Warren Street Circle Drive Entrance only. The inside 

doors will be propped open to reduce the amount of touching of door handles and push 
bars.  These items will be wiped down after each worship service.   

• There are two ways in which one can exit the building on Sunday.  The Warren Street 
doors and, also, the door near the kitchen that exits into the back parking lot area. 

• Sunday, September 13, children 4 years – 5th grade begin in worship then about  
10:40 a.m. will be guided to their “Celebrate Wonder” area on the second floor.  
Parents/ significant adults will come there after worship to have their children join them 
and guide all in a safe exit from the building. 

• The nursery will be open beginning Sunday, October 6.  
• Livestream will continue indefinitely. High-risk populations should continue to worship 

at home for their safety.  Please STAY HOME if you are running a fever or exhibiting 
other symptoms of illness.   

• There will be no social gathering in the church building following worship, per 
conference recommendations. Socializing at distance outside is to be done wisely. 
 
 



• Everyone who comes to worship will be greeted by a check-in person (recording the 
names of who have come) and temperatures will be taken.  If the light shows red you 
will need to return home.  Otherwise, it will be meaningful to be in community once 
again, even though things will be different!  God is with us, near or far, within and 
around.  

• Groups using areas of the building are expected to wipe down surfaces, door handles, 
etc. after each use. 

• Covid-19 cautions and guidelines are posted through-out the building and near the 
entrances so both members and guests will know what to expect at worship and in our 
building.  

• The cushions from the Sanctuary pews have been removed for safety.  If you would like 
to bring in a cushion to sit on during Worship, feel free to do so, but you will need to 
take your cushion home with you each week. 

• By Monday, September 7, videos about Re-Entry will be on our Facebook.  As you are 
able please watch them!  Questions? Please contact the church office and we will try to 
assist you as soon as possible. 

 

There is no doubt that worship will be different.  Life is different right now and for the very near 
future or longer.  Be assured we will be doing all we can to reasonably ensure your safety and 
comfort. 

 

 

 

 

 


