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FROM THE PASTOR 
A young couple moved into a new neighborhood. The next morning while 
they were eating breakfast, the young woman saw her neighbor hanging 
the washing outside. 
 
"That laundry is not very clean; she doesn’t know how to wash correctly. 
Perhaps she needs better laundry soap." 
 
Her husband looked on, remaining silent. 
 
Every time her neighbor hung her washing out to dry, the young woman 
made the same comments. 
 
A month later, the woman was surprised to see a nice clean wash on the 
line and said to her husband, "Look, she’s finally learned how to wash 
correctly. I wonder who taught her this?" 
 
The husband replied, "I got up early this morning and cleaned our  
windows."  
 
And so it is with life... What we see when watching others depends on the 
clarity of the window through which we look. 
 
So don’t be too quick to judge others, especially if your perspective of life 
is clouded by anger, jealousy, negativity or unfulfilled desires. 
 
Judging a person does not define who they are. It defines who you are. 
 
The longer I live, the more I realize the impact of attitude on life. It is often 
more important than the past, than education, than money, than  
circumstances, than failures, than successes, than positions, than what  
other people think or say or do. It is more important than appearance, 
giftedness, or skill. It will make or break an business venture, a families 
home life, and even a church community! 

...continued on page 2 
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The Michigan State Police Mount Pleasant Post is 
joining forces with Ferris State University’s 
Department of Public Safety and Central Michigan 
University Police Department to gather new purses 
and bags filled with comfort items to benefit WISE 
(Mecosta Co.) and Women’s Aid Service Inc. (Isabella 
Co.), to be distributed to survivors of sexual assault. 
 
Donations are being accepted throughout the month 
of April, which is Sexual Assault Awareness Month.  
Individual items, or individual bags containing the 
items listed below, are appreciated. 
 
Donations can be dropped off at Big Rapids First 
UMC between April 1 and April 29 (Tues - Fri, 9AM - 
3PM), or at Ferris State University’s Department of 
Public Safety (1319 Cramer Circle) during normal 
business hours April 18 - April 29. 
 
SUGGESTED ITEMS FOR BAGS: 
 Toiletries 
 Socks 
 Candy 
 Slippers 
 Journals 
 bath towels 
 cleaning supplies 
 
Ferris State DPS and the people of Big Rapids, versus 
MSP and CMU… Go dawgs!!! 

...continued from page 1 
 
The remarkable thing is we have a choice every 
day regarding the attitude we will embrace for 
that day. We cannot change our past; we cannot 
change the fact that people will act in a certain 
way. We cannot change the inevitable. The only 
thing one can do is play on the one string we 
have, and that is our attitude.  
 
I am convinced that life is, as Charles Swindoll 
says, 10% what happens to me and 90% how I 
react to it.  
 
So, what can we do when our attitude stinks?  
Here’s a few quick tips to defunk your attitude: 
 
 If you’re stuck in a rut, get active. It doesn’t 

matter how we’re feeling in the moment, if 
we get up and move or run or workout, or 
do anything else strenuous for that matter, 
we feel better. It oxygenates our blood and 
pumps through the happy endorphins into 
our brain and body and central nervous sys-
tem. It just feels good. 

 Find a way you can contribute and help 
someone else. It doesn’t matter how small 
that contribution is, and it doesn’t have to 
involve money. There’s something that shifts 
inside of you when you help others. 

 Find clarity by redefining your goals. When 
was the last time you set goals? No. I mean 
really set them. Where you wrote them down 
on paper? Has it been awhile now? Have you 
ever done that? You can’t get clarity in life if 
you don’t set meaningful goals.  

 If you’re feeling down and out, change your 
environment. Go somewhere different. Get 
outdoors if you’re inside all the time. Find a 
body of water like a lake or a river or an 
ocean, and just go sit there (weather permit-
ted). Or just get out into nature. Get on the 
move and break your patterns.  

 Find a quiet place for meditation and prayer. 
Meditation is an art. It’s a discipline. It’s a re-
markable way to shift how you’re feeling in 
any moment of time.  

 
Remember, you are the one who controls your 
attitude - choose a good one! 
 
Peace, 
JW 

WORSHIP TIME CHANGE 

Beginning Sunday June 5, 2022 

our Sunday worship service will 

start at 10:00AM. 
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“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love 
your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to 
you, love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you, so that you may be children of 

your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise 
on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on 

the righteous and on the unrighteous.”  
Matthew 5: 43-45 

 
I grew up in a suburban neighborhood just west of 
Cleveland. There were many Catholic families among 
us. To them, it was Lent. To me, it was Girl Scout 
Cookie month. My mother was the Cookie Chairman 
of our troop, which meant that our small dining room 
was filled from floor to ceiling with cases of Thin Mints 
and other varieties, for the girls in our troop to sell. 
My father, who didn’t notice much about the house 
most of the year, was grumbly and angry about “the 
mess.” Since we didn’t use the dining room much, it 
wasn’t important to me. My mother responded by 
emphasizing to me how important it was to sell ALL 
the cookies. 
 
My EUB (Evangelical United Brethren) church didn’t 
make too big a deal about Lent. The Catholic families 
in our neighborhood, who I expected to buy many 
boxes of cookies (they had many children), all 
carefully explained to me that they couldn’t buy  
because they had given up sweets for Lent. 
 
What? The Catholic kids explained to me that giving 
up something for Lent was to show that they shared 
in the sacrifices Jesus had made for us by dying for 
our sins. I couldn’t figure out how not eating Girl 
Scout cookies was as much suffering as being  
crucified. If I hadn’t given up something, I was going 
to hell, the Catholic kids explained smugly. 
 
In the many years since, I have learned that you don’t 
need to give up sweets or bacon or gossip or online 
solitaire games to make a sacrifice. You’re invited to 
do something HARD. 
 
Now along comes Vladimir Putin and his invasion of 
Ukraine. 
 
Why should we worry about a small nation thousands 
of miles from us? Who cares? But: 
 
Jesus tells us to love our neighbors, even the ones 
who aren’t within eyesight. We are to care about 
schools and hospitals and civilian apartment buildings 
being bombed. About families having to flee their 
homes and their belongings and THEIR neighbors. 
About other nations, also far away, suddenly faced 
with millions of desperate refugees at their borders. 

Jesus would NOT tell us to respond militarily. So far, 
America has imposed limits on Russian  
banking, and refused airline flights, and even closed 
McDonald’s and Starbucks outlets in Russia. 
 
Putin has complained that we are waging economic 
war, as he continues to drop bombs on Ukraine. Well, 
we are. Pundits are complaining that our economic 
sanctions punish the Russian people who work as 
burger flippers and baristas. This is true. Putin  
continues to drop bombs. 
 
Ukraine raises much of the wheat and sunflowers (for 
cooking oil) for Europe, so this disruption is likely to 
impact food supplies, even OUR food supplies. Our 
sanctions on Russian oil imports are already raising 
gas prices here. Higher food prices will follow. Not 
fair, not fair. Putin continues to bomb Ukraine. 
  
We can pray for suffering people. We can plant  
gardens, to partially offset food prices. We can  
combine errands and carpool and be more efficient 
with fuel. We can contribute to relief agencies such as 
UMCOR. We can surround the Ukrainians with love. 
 
But one more thing: Jesus tells us to love all our 
neighbors, which means that we must love Putin as 
well. My response to this: ridiculous! Jesus nods and 
does not rescind his instructions. What can we do? 
 
I am trying to pray for Putin to develop better  
understanding of what he is doing. I am not wishing 
him success. I’m praying that he comes to realize that 
he is NOT in charge of the world, and the world is 
NOT going to conform itself to his wishes. And that 
HE TOO is supposed to love his neighbors. He claims 
to be a Christian. I can pray that he learns to act like 
one. 
 
Things we do in Lent are supposed to be hard. 
 

- Barbara Ross   

 

NOTES FROM THE LAY LEADER 

Easter Cantata 

“Hope In The Shadows”  
 

Retracing Christ's final days and journey to the cross, 
this new musical for Lent and Holy Week includes a 
mixture of traditional and contemporary hymns and 
songs set in a variety of styles. Arranged for SATB 
choir with narrator, this program focuses on our  
Savior's sacrifice and the hope in the shadows to 

which we cling. 
 

April 10 @ 10:30AM 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 
COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
SPRC - 4/13 @ 5:30PM 
Finance - 4/19 @ 1:00PM 
Trustees - 4/21 @ 7:30PM 
Church Council - 4/26 @ 7:00PM 
 
WEEKLY EVENTS 
Tuesday 10:00AM Worship Design Team 
  5:00PM Lyrics in Motion Rehearsal 
Wednesday 3:00PM Staff Meeting 
  6:15PM Elm Street Boys Rehearsal 
  7:00PM Chancel Choir 
 

FIRST FAMILY MEETING - APRIL 24 
Exciting things are happening at First Church, 
and that means change is happening! Pastor  
Jeremy and the Church Council are committed to 
communicating in a way that is helpful, as  
changes are taking place.  
 
Pastor Jeremy will be hosting a question and  
answer time at the church (Fellowship Hall) on  
Sunday, April 24, after worship.   
 
If you have a question that you'd like to have  
addressed you can email them to him or write it  
out and leave it in the box outside the office 
door.  Please be sure to leave your name, so that  
he can follow up with you for clarification, if 
necessary.  
 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
 
Anniversaries  
 Mike & Connie Gibson (34) 4/2 
 Wiliam & Janet Barnes (60) 4/7 
 Bill & Shirley Jernsttadt (39) 4/9 
 Jeriel & Carol Jean Beard (21) 4/28 
  
Birthdays  
 Charles Drake  4/1 
 Cheryl Richardson 4/2 
 David Cotton  4/3 
 Sharon Parker  4/7 
 Carol Jean Beard 4/10 
 Joyce Davenport 4/12 
 Bob Eastley  4/13 
 Bonna Hult  4/13 
 Mickaylea Kubitskey 4/17 
 Nancy Horan  4/19 
 Roberta Cline  4/21 
 Joe Day  4/21 
 Nancy Castiglione 4/22 
 Alice Cook  4/22 
 Collin Oberski  4/23 
 Ryan Draves  4/24 
 Alisha Day  4/26 

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 
 
APRIL 3 (Communion Sunday) 
 Liturgist – Ann Spagnuolo 
 Ushers – Pat & Marion Williamson, Joann Haist 
 Greeters – Denise Jefts, Pete Jensen 
 Children’s Worship – Karen Poole, Pam Fleming 
 Nursery – Trisha Jadhav 
 
APRIL 10 (Palm Sunday – Easter Cantata) 
 Liturgist – Rick Hult 
 Ushers – Colin & Roberta Cline, Mike Gibson 
 Greeters – Barbara Ross, Karen Thompson 
 Children’s Worship – Rachael Kelly, Larisa Draves 
 Nursery – Katie Aris 
 
APRIL 17 (Easter Sunday) 
 Liturgist – Pat Little 
 Ushers – Mike Pisani, Jana Pisani, Joann Haist 
 Greeters – Mike Gibson, John Ramsay 
 Children’s Worship – Rachael Kelly, Katie Aris 
 Nursery – Julie Tessin 
 
APRIL 24 
 Liturgist – Marian Hampton-Sorg 
 Ushers – Rex & Cheryl Richardson, Pete Jensen 
 Greeters – Bev Wesche, Kathi Parker 
 Children’s Worship – Rachael Kelly, Karen Poole 
 Nursery – Trisha Jadhav 
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Saving Grace: A Guide to Financial Well-Being 
 
There is no getting around it, money is an issue that 
affects most aspects of our lives. A lot of waking 
hours are focused on making it, spending it, worrying 
about it, fighting over it, trying to protect it, and 
trying to manage it.  Scripture is filled with teachings 
on wealth and money, yet we often struggle in this 
area. 
 
BRFUMC is excited to introduce a six-week study  
opportunity that provides a faith-based guide  
covering things like: 
 How to track income and expenses 
 Reviewing what culture says about money 
 Reviewing what the Bible says about money, and 
 Discussing giving, savings and reducing debt. 
 
Saving Grace helps individuals and families put John 
Wesley’s teachings into practice as they move toward 
reaching financial goals.  This course is designed to 
be either a small group or one on one study.  
Workbooks are provided and are kept by each  
participant and information remains confidential.  
 
If you are interested in this study, please contact 
Pastor Jeremy by phone or email:  
   revjwicks@gmail.com 
   517-851-1494 

SUMMER CAMP 2022 INFORMATION 
 
Summer camp has everything you’d expect like fun activities, 
music, and crafts, all with a God centered focus! If you want a 
fun opportunity to make friends and learn about the Bible, 
church camp is the place for you! 
 
You can register for summer camp online @: 

 www.umcamping.org  

 www.summergamescamp.org  

 www.lakelouisecommunity.org 
 
 
At BRFUMC, we are committed to ensuring that EVERY child 
who wants to go to summer camp has that opportunity—
financial need will not determine whether or not a child goes 
to camp! BRFUMC offers scholarships for summer camp based 
on need. 
 
If you would like to sponsor a 
camper (registration is between 
$399 and $525) or need financial  
assistance, contact Rachael Kelly, 
Rachael.Kelly.edu@gmail.com. 

HOLY WEEK SERVICES
 

Maundy Thursday - April 14  
 7:00PM @ Immanuel Lutheran Church 
 
Good Friday - April 15 
 12:00PM @ Big Rapids First UMC 
 
Easter Sunday - April 17 
 7:00AM - Sunrise @ Hemlock Park 
 10:00AM - Easter Fellowship 
 10:30AM - Easter Worship 
 11:30AM - Easter Egg Hunt 
 

HAPPY EASTER, FRIENDS! 
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UPCOMING BOOK STUDY - MAY 2022 
Churches in America are experiencing an unprecedented fracturing due to 
their belief and attitude toward the LGBTQAI+ community. Using six passages 
in the Bible, often known as the clobber passages, the  conservative Christian 
position has been one that stands against the full inclusion of our LGBTQAI+ 
sisters and brothers.   
 
Unclobber is really two books in one. First, it is an attempt to help people  
understand that the Bible does not condemn homosexuality and there are 
logically sound and biblically grounded reasons for this position.  Second, it is 
the story of Martin’s journey over the last two decades - arriving at a new  
understanding of The Bible, the teachings of Jesus, and losing / finding /  
creating a fellowship community.  
 
Unclobber reexamines what the Bible says (and does not say) about  
homosexuality in such a way that breathes fresh life into inaccurate 
assumptions and interpretations. 
 
If you are interested in this study, please let Pastor Jeremy know.  When there 
is a list of people interested, he will contact folks to determine the best time 
for the study. 

NEW STRUCTURE INFORMATIONAL 

MEETING - MAY 7, 10AM—1:30PM 
 
In February 2022 we shared information in the  
newsletter about a discussion around changing our 
administrative structure to a Simplified, Accountable 
Structure.   
 
The purpose of a SAS is to utilize a leadership style 
that combines accountability, responsibility and  
authority. That is done by reducing micro  
management, empowering and enabling the pastor 
to lead more effectively, and synchronizing and 
aligning all the church’s ministries with the mission, 
vision, and goals.  SAS also reduces the number of 
people engaged in administration so that we freed 
up for hands-on ministry and engagement in the 
mission field.   
 
As the Church Council works through this discussion, 
we have committed to being transparent and to  
remaining open to feedback from the entire  
congregation.  Eventually we will need to hold a 
church conference and vote on this new model, if we 
decided to move forward.  In order to more  
effectively feedback,  and possibly vote, we need 
more information! 
 
Pastor Jeremy has arranged for a coach from the 
Michigan Conference office of Congregational  
Excellence to come and share information about this 
new model for leadership on may 7, from 10AM until 
about 1:30PM, with lunch and childcare provided.  If 
you are interested in attending, please RSVP to the 
church office by May 1, 2022. 

FACILITIES UPDATE 
 
As you may have noticed, the Elm Street steps have 
sustained significant damage due to water  
permeating the concrete, and the freeze / thaw cycle 
as we’ve approached spring.  The Trustees are in the 
process of addressing this issue, and several others 
throughout the building.  Please use the Warren 
Street entrance until further notice. 
 
Other projects under way (or coming soon) include 
updating the sanctuary worship technology,  
landscaping around the Warren Street entrance,  
finishing the updates to the conference room,  
painting various spaces throughout the building, and 
completion of the parents lounge (former library). 
 
Additionally, the Trustees are waiting on bids to  
repair the northwest corner of the original building, 
paint the trim and cornices, and repair the rotted 
wood at the Elm Street entrance. 
 
At a recent meeting the Trustees created a list of 
maintenance issues and improvements that need to 
take place in the upcoming year.  Part of that process 
involved prioritizing each project, and adding it to a 
timeline for completion.  Maintaining such a grand 
building is a monumental task, and patience is  
required. 
 
If you notice maintenance issues that need to be  
addressed anywhere in the building, please contact 
Barb Erb in the office and she will forward the  
information on to the appropriate person. 
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BIG RAPIDS 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

 
304 Elm Street 

Big Rapids, MI 49307  
231-796-7771 

 
www.bigrapidsfumc.com 

 
Facebook Page: 

www.facebook.com/brfumc  
 

 

STAFF 
 

Rev. Jeremy Wicks 
Senior Pastor 
(517) 851-1494 

revjwicks@gmail.com 
  

Barbara Erb 
Office Manager 
(231) 796-7771 

bigrapidsfirstumc@gmail.com  
 

Rachael Kelly 
Family Ministry Coordinator 

(517) 435-9308 
rachael.Kelly.edu@gmail.com  

 
Rev. Kaye Patton 
Director of Music  

 
Shirley Jernstadt 

Organist  
 

Kathy Bell 
Accompanist  

 
Diane Parrish 

Nursery Supervisor  
 

Beth Ridenour 
Treasurer  

 
Gary Erb 

Custodial / Maintenance 


