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Science Homework … 
When Mrs. Hobbs was teaching 5th grade, she was grading the      
student’s science homework papers. One of the questions was, “Who 
developed the system of naming organisms?” The correct answer was 
supposed to be Carl Linnaeus. One of her students wrote “Adam” for 
his answer. When Mrs. Hobbs questioned him about it, he said he was 
referring to Adam in the Bible. He had learned in Sunday School that 
Adam had named all the animals in the Garden of Eden. Guess what? 
She counted the answer correct! 

 

Two guys on his shoulders … 
In a teacher’s first year of teaching, he had a terribly naughty little 
boy (he tried to pull the fire alarm on the 
first day of school.) About midway through 
the year, the little boy drew a picture and 
showed it to his teacher. He pointed to the 
pictures saying, “Look, this is me and on my 
shoulders I drew those two guys that tell 
you to do good things or bad things … I like 
to listen to the bad one!”  
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First Christian Church What’s INSIDE 

Our Staff: 

Senior Pastor - David Nordyke 

Admin. Asst. -  Sherry Curtis 

Custodian - Jason Thrasher 

 

OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday - Thursday 

8:30 am - 1:00 pm 

Friday - 8:30 am - 12:00 (Noon) 

 
 

Email: fccmtvmo@gmail.com 

Website: www.fccmtvmo.org 

Phone: (417) 466-3345 

Fax: (417) 466-4755 

 

SEPTEMBER 2017 

The Good News ... 

Celebrating 150 Years 

 

Preserving the Past —Embracing the Future 
1867-2017 

 
You are cordially invited to a formal 

worship celebration commemorating the 
150th Anniversary of First Christian Church. 

 

Date: Sunday - September 17, 2017 
Time: 9:00 am Coffee and Donut Open House 
10:00 am Worship Service with guest speakers 

and musicians 
12:00 pm Catered Lunch at the Church 

Place: First Christian Church 
703 S. Hickory 

Mt. Vernon, MO  65712 
 

Please plan to attend this very special event 
RSVP by September 5, 2017 for catered lunch 

 
Please see Page 2 for a Special Anniversary Message from Pastor David 
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1st - Elaine Thrasher 

10th - Betty Richardson 

15th - Buddy Hunt 

17th - Brian Hunt 

18th - Jessie Reed 

20th - Pat Millsap 

23rd - Kathy Nordyke 

24th - JJ Furgason 

29th - Joan Astle 

29th - Bryston Pryer 

29th - Joyce Green 

29th - Roy Robison 

30th - Lisa Furgason 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5th - Jason & Sherie Thrasher 

25th - Chester & Carroll Herzberger 

27th - Randy & Susan Conaway 

A Special Note from Pastor David … 
During 2017 First Christian Church Mt. Vernon has been embarking on an exciting 
and transformative journey discovering new and innovative ways of engaging our 
congregation in ministry to Mt. Vernon and beyond. For over 150 years FCC has 
been an important part of the Mt. Vernon community. Established just after the Civil 
War, FCC sought to provide a place of welcome and spiritual growth for individuals 
and families. FCC has also played a critical role in the welcome and support of 
women in ministry. “Sister” Sadie Crank served as minister from 1910-1916. She 
was a pioneer for women’s ministry and paved the way for women of this           
congregation to take part in all areas of a church ministry and administration. Over 
the years, FCC has also been involved in numerous outreach projects from storm    
damage clean up in several states, to the Festival of Sharing, to supporting our 
schools and the establishment and continued support of The Hope Center. 
 
There is the question of “What’s Next?” What will God call us to do and be a part of 
in the next 150 years...for that matter the next 5 years? How will God use FCC Mt. 
Vernon to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus “from our door steps to the ends of the 
earth?” As we consider this question and continue celebrating our 150th year we 
cannot help but feel an overwhelming sense of gratitude and thanks to the        
community. As such the Anniversary Committee decided several months ago that 
each month during 2017 we would do special outreach projects and community 
events as a way of saying thanks and giving back to this great community. In     
January, we collected funds for Emmanuel’s Tails. In February, we participated in 
the National Souper Bowl Sunday donating hundreds of items to St. Susanne’s 
Food Pantry. In March, we provided a community Pancake Breakfast. In April, we 
participated in “Doing” Good Friday cleaning up yards and working in the          
community. In May, we hosted a Flip-Flop-Fun-Day at the Mt. Vernon Intermediate 
School providing activities, ice cream, and summer fun back packs to over 300           
students. In June, we hosted a community-wide Celebration Revival with a BBQ 
dinner, anniversary cake, bounce houses, live music and special message from 
Rev. Jack Daniel. In July, we honored our local police, fire, sheriff, highway patrol 
and EMT’s with a special BBQ lunch. In August, we provided every high school 
and junior high teacher with a much needed supply of Kleenex and anti-bacterial 
wipes. Plans are already underway for October, November and December’s     
special outreach projects. 
 
In September, which is thought to be very close to the congregation’s birthday, we 
are planning a very special worship service commemorating this important        
milestone. On Sunday-September 17, 2017, we will begin at 9 AM with donuts, 
coffee and an open house of the newly renovated sanctuary, parlor, library,     
classrooms, fellowship hall and kitchen. Beginning at 10 AM, we will have a formal 
worship service Celebrating Our Past and Embracing The Future. We will have     
special music from the adult and children’s choirs, bell choir, praise team, and 
guest harpist and pianist. We also welcome guest speakers including our own Jean 
Berg, Dr. L. Brent Cantrell, a “Timothy” of the congregation, and Dr. G. Mike       
Weinman,   Regional Minister. Following the service we will take a congregational 
picture and then be treated to a wonderful catered lunch. 
 
FCC could not have done any of these special outreach projects or sustained itself 
as a vital ministry in the community these last 150 years without you and the    
support of God. The people of the church are the critical link between what God is 
calling us to do and actually being able to do it. Without your prayers, generosity, 
and countless hours of support we could not meet the needs of the congregation or 
community. Therefore, we invite you to please attend this special event because 
together, we celebrate this milestone in the church’s history and look with joy to the 
future that God has planned for us. 
 
In Jesus,  

 

Pastor David 

Phillips Seminary–  
Thank you for your gift. It is       

because of your support that we 

are able to expand the reach of 

our educational offerings. 
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Children and Youth will be singing 
and performing their Sticks        

routines for the September 17th 
celebration. Please be sure to   

attend Sunday School and      
Children’s Church to practice 

songs and routines. 
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August’s 150th Anniversary Outreach Project... 
 

The 150th Anniversary Committee, with the approval of the Church Board,       
collected money to purchase Kleenex and anti-bacterial wipes for the students 
at the Mt. Vernon High School. High School and Junior High students             
are not required to bring those items to school like other schools in the             
MV district; high school teachers purchase these items out of their                
pockets. The donation of Kleenex and wipes were greatly appreciated              
by the teachers. Thank you to all who donated. 

Trivia: 

Who are these handsome 
young men? 

Send your answer to Sherry by 
September 8th. 

 
Upcoming Events: 

 

4th - Office Closed in  
observance of Labor Day 

6th - 5:45 pm Manna Time     
begins 

11th - 6:30 pm Board Meeting  
16th - 7:30 am Men’s      

Breakfast 
17th - 150th Anniversary       

Celebration 

 

 

August Board Meeting      
Highlights 

 Recommended to replace office  
A/C as the old one keeps losing 
gas and is non-repairable. 

 Approved to collect monetary   
donations to purchase Kleenex and 
Clorox wipes to donate to the Mt. 
Vernon High School as the       
Outreach Project for the month of 
August. 
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Manna time returns - Wednesday, September 6th at 5:45 pm 

Many have missed these meals and fellowship through the summer months and 
are excited for their return. There are many great cooks in the FCC                
congregation and any one and all are invited to help cook, prepare meals,     
provide desserts and help clean-up after the meal. There are sign-up sheets in 
the Narthex for those willing to help in any way God urges. Looking forward to 
seeing you on September 6th! 

Prayer Chain 
The prayer chain is made up of 

volunteers to say special    
prayers requested for those 
that are sick, hospitalized,     

going through a hard time, etc. 
If you would like to be a prayer 

warrior on the chain, please 
contact Jean Berg or Verla 

Swinney to get on the list. They 
will explain how it works.     

Prayer is powerful. 

Do you believe in miracles?    By Harriet Cremeen 

 Yes. No. Maybe. We say there are different miracles. True. My little  
miracle may be significant or insignificant. You will see and share with me the 
serious recent eye surgeries. This past summer I was diagnosed with deep 
glaucoma and all the major problems that came with that experience. Within 
seven days, two   beloved church members took me for a primary pressure  
exam thus resulting in having to call by sweet pea—my ill son, Mark, if he could 
drive me up to Overland Park, Kansas. As I was conveying this saga to him, I 
didn’t have to ask him, he just said, “We will have to leave early tomorrow 
morning” to get there for this expedited emergency. 
 We arrived as the special eye doctor’s office. The nurses directed me to 
sit in a little side waiting room while papers and things were prepared. At this 
point I was so depressed, I wish I would die. 
 But wait, a man came in with his daughter. A few minutes passed and    
another man came in. The two of them started to talk about serving in Viet Nam 
and that was the reason they had seen this specialist. As they were talking, the 
second man said that he was being healed due to the church service he       
previously attended and the resultant healing. I was attentively listening. About 
that time the nurses called for him for his turn. She called him “Thurman” and I 
was sitting entrenched in my depression and all of a sudden I called to       
Thurman and …                To be continued in the October issue of “The Good News” 

Women’s Bible Study reconvenes … 
Bible study will begin on Monday, September 18 at 1:30 pm. This study will 
be led by Marge Lambert. The ladies will be meeting on the 
third Monday of each month through spring. The fall study 
topic will be “The Signs of Christ’s Return”. A complimentary 
book, Prepare for the End-Time Harvest by Author Don    
Finto, which will be provided to each lady in the study group, 
was made possible by a generous  donation. The book of 
Zechariah will be studied in the spring session. The ladies 
always have good conversations with plenty of stories and 
laughs. There are women in the group that are not FCC 
members, so tell your lady friends and ask them to join us for 
these great studies! 


