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The Good News ... 
 

A question for Mommy … 
 

One day a little girl was sitting and watching her mother do 
the dishes at the kitchen sink.  She suddenly noticed that 
her mother had several stands of white hair in contrast to 
her brunette head. 

 

She looked at her mother and inquisitively asked,  “Mommy, 
why are some of your hairs white?” 

 

Her mother replied, “Well, every time you do something 
wrong, make me unhappy, or make me cry, one of my hairs 
turns white.” 
 

The little girl thought about this 
revelation for a while and then 
questioned, “Okay mommy, then 
how come ALL of grandma’s hairs 
are white?” 
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First Christian Church What’s INSIDE 

Our Staff: 

Senior Pastor - David Nordyke 

Admin. Asst. -  Sherry Curtis 

Custodian - Jason Thrasher 

 

OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday - Thursday 

8:30 am - 1:00 pm 

Friday - 8:30 am - 12:00 (Noon) 

 
 

Email: fccmtvmo@gmail.com 

Website: www.fccmtvmo.org 
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The Good News ... 

2018 Region Assembly in Hannibal, Missouri Update… 

 
 

First, thank you for encouraging Kristina and I to participate in this year’s    
regional assembly and providing the necessary provisions 
for us. We left Wednesday April 18th at 3PM. After 6 hours 
on the road we finally made it to Hannibal and managed to 
grab a quick dinner at Fiddle Sticks around 9:30PM. On 
Thursday we enjoyed breakfast at the hotel before  going to 
Oakwood Christian Church in Hannibal to a Boundaries 

Training Course. Roughly 45 people attended this workshop lead 
by Rev. Penny Ross  Corona current Regional Ministry team 
member. Participants learned about establishing, maintaining, 
and encouraging healthy boundaries within and  beyond the   
congregation both for clergy and lay persons. 
Around 3:45PM we left the meeting to attend a 
reception at Jim’s Journey, a museum dedicated 
to the history, not just of “Jim” who Mark Twain 
famously noted in his writings, but more         
importantly to the richness of African American 

history in Hannibal. From there we crossed a busy street to the 
famous light house ...yes we climbed those 244 steps  …     
although we were worn out the view was worth it. We looked 
around a little downtown, stopped by Ms. Becky’s ice cream 
parlor and then had dinner in the downtown area.  
 
 

 

Friday was busy with opening worship 
and an African American Convocation 
lead by Regional Minister Dr. Paul Koch,  
Paula Holliday, Rev. Katrina Palan and 
moving music from William Jackson who 
will be going to Brite Divinity School at 

Texas Christian University this fall.    

                  Continued on page 2 

A great big Thank You to John & Billie Fulton for coming 
and sharing photos and information on their tours of the 
Holy Land and Museum of the Bible in Washington DC. 
Also to Billie for providing snacks that are common in the 
Holy Land. John & Billie are planning another tour in 2019. 
Keep watching future newsletters for more information 
regarding the tours.  
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7th Carroll Patrick 
8th Verla Swinney 
15th Cleta Patrick 
16th Kaleb Bacon 
20th Bev Umshler 

21st David Nordyke 
23rd Elaine Collins 
29th Melvin Morris 

29th Garrison Nordyke 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3rd Bev & Richard Purdy 
21st Ron & Peggy Hubbard 
28th Lisa & Tom Furgason 
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Following worship we had men’s and women’s lunches. The 
men’s lunch, led by Jack Nobles, focused renewing male 
identity and spirituality within and beyond the church and           
included the use of Native American drums, one of which 
was probably 48” around and I think was called the 
“grandfather drum.”  The women’s lunch, led by              
Rev. Minnie Smith of Willow Street Christian Church in 
Hannibal and Theresa Hamilton focused on the work of    

disciple’s women’s ministries and the importance of restoring and rejuvenating 
the important role of women in ministry 
 

Following that wonderful lunch and presentations Kristina and I attended three 
of several workshops lead by various clergy and administration from the         
region. Our first workshop was related to disaster preparedness. The good news 
is FCC Mt. Vernon has already done a remarkable job at this and I know will be 
ready to respond when the need arises again. The second workshop led by Rev. 
Laura Beth Zeh of First Christian Curryville, encouraged participants to look at 
new and creative ways of leading worship with special emphasis on prayer and 
Lord’s Supper. The third and final workshop of the day was led by Rev. Derrick 
Perkins of Centennial Christian Church of St. Louis. Speaking to a standing 
room only crowd, Perkins asked the questions of how we maintain our Disciples 
identity in world that is changing so dramatically...further how are we as        
Disciples committed to upholding the teachings of Jesus, including mercy and 
justice (not just one or the other) for all people, even if it doesn’t directly affect 
our particular congregation or context.  
 

After a full day of meetings we rested for about 30 min before meeting up with 
Sara Compton and Terry Peterman. We again headed down town this time to 
the Rialto Banquet Center (a former historic theater) for a 
special banquet and presentation from our general minister 
and president Rev. Dr. Teresa Hord Owens, who gave an 
inspiring message on John 4 and the Samaritan woman at 
the well. She asked the question of how we’re  offering life 
giving water to those in our community...how we’re    
working to not only meet their needs, but to dismantle    
systems of injustice which keep people thirsting (this is the 
mercy/justice correlation.)  After a wonderful evening and 
inspiring message we left for the hotel (but not before a 
quick stop to get frozen yogurt...thanks Sara and Terry.)   

More on the Regional Assembly in the June Newsletter 

Pentecost Sunday  
 

On Sunday, May 20 
we will be recognizing 
one graduating senior 

(Ariah Blevins) and two 
8th grade graduates (Major Riley 
and Douglas Schaedler). All other      
students will be promoted to the 
next grade level. FCC is proud of 
these students and pray for God’s 

guidance in their future plans.           
 

We will also be        
baptizing Edith Vance 
who joined the church 

about 2 years ago. 
Edith was  baptized as 
an infant, but wants to have this 
experience as an adult and as a 

testimony to God’s love and grace.   
 

Following  this special Worship 
Service, there will be an all church 

pot luck lunch. If 
you can, please 

bring two dishes to 
share. The church 
will provide drinks 

and rolls. 

FCC is pleased to announce partnership with Dennis Rodgers and family in   
sponsoring the Hope Hutch. The hutch is located on the gravel lot west of 
the church and is designed to help those with a little hand up.  

 

As the slogan on the door states:  
“Take what you need ~ Give what you can.”  

 

As the need arises we would welcome donations of          
non-perishable food items and some hygiene        
products like toothpaste, tooth brushes and                

deodorant. The hutch is one more way God’s          
love can work in our community.  

 

Thank you to all for all you do to help those in need 
in our wonderful community. 
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April Board Meeting 
Highlights 

 

 Promotion Sunday and Potluck- 
One senior and two eighth graders 

 Ice Cream Social in July 
 Movie night in August 
 Tim Hawkins in September 
 Octoberfest 
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Upcoming Events 

 

 May 13 - Mother’s Day 

 May 14 - 6:30 pm Board Meeting 

 May 19 - 7:30 am Men’s Breakfast 

 May 20 - Promotion Sunday with 
 potluck lunch following       
 Worship 

 May 21 - 1:30 pm Women’s Bible 
 Study 

 May 28 - Office Closed in          
 observance of Memorial Day 

Sara Compton & Terry Peterman-  
Many thanks to our church family at 
First Christian Church in Mt. Vernon. 
Your support of prayers, cards, calls, 
Lem’s service, food and your      
friendship is much appreciated in our 
time of loss. May God bless you.  

 

Jean Berg-  To my church family—
Special thanks to Pastor David for his 
wonderful prayers, being there for 
my surgery and visits. I am so grateful 
to all of you for your prayers, the 
lovely cards, visits, phone calls, and 
food provided. I am progressing very 
well and have felt your love through 
this entire journey. God bless each of 
you with His love and grace. 
Emergency Services for Children-  
Thank you for your recent donation. 
It will help pay for milk for               
kindergarten students. 
Woodhaven-  Thank you for helping 
105 individuals with developmental 
disabilities. 

To You From Me for Another of His Great Blessings …  by Harriet Cremeen 
You have heard me say many times, “God has brought me here.” And through the years 
He has done sweet blessed things. Several years ago, I visited the Joplin Museum in 
Schifferdecker Park. During the time I was enjoying their many beautiful displays, there 
was a cat walking around displaying his ownership. He was a cat the museum staff and 
Brad, the director, had rescued (a half frozen kitten) during an icy, cold winter. They 
named him Percy. Percy developed the attitude of being top cat of everything. I fell in 
love with him and asked if I could try to paint Percy’s portrait. I did and the staff had a 
reception for the media and me to hang Percy’s portrait in the lobby. Many times    
thereafter, Percy was the public relations for the museum and for Joplin. Recently, I  
received a phone call from the museum requesting if they may use Percy’s portrait for 
an epitaph picture because Percy had died at the age of 19. They had a little funeral for 
him and they invited me. It is all so sad and so very sweet as to how God included me, 
to let me know He blesses me to be amongst you all. No matter how small it seems, 
God provides beauty, love, and creatures to show us care and tenderness. 

What’s new in Christian Ed? 
 

Children, Youth and Young adults did a terrific job 
this past Youth Sunday (April 29). They lead nearly 
all aspects of worship, tested our bible knowledge, 
sang songs, and presented a sticks routine. Jennifer        
Buffington gave a powerful sermon on God’s             
unwavering devotion to each of us reminding us that 
God is always with us. Thanks to all who helped and 
participated! 
 

On May 2nd Children, Youth/Young Adults and their     
families and Christian Ed members celebrated their                      
accomplishments with a picnic at Spirit of 76 Park.   
 

May 20th will be graduate and promotion Sunday and    
beginning June 3rd children and youth will promote to 
their new classes.   
 

Also on June 3rd the Christian Ed Committee will be 
launching a new class for young adults (roughly 18-40 
year olds) led by Tom and Lisa Furgason.    
 

Karen Millsap will also begin teaching a combined         
children’s church on June 3rd. 
 

Special thanks to all our past, current, retiring, and   
future teachers for your love and devotion.       

Community VBS 2018…will be held Sunday, June 10 
through Tuesday, June 12 from 5:30 to 7:30 pm at First Christian 
Church along with the Methodist Church, Presbyterian Church, Brick 
Church and Catholic Church. FCC will provide food for Sunday night with 
Kathy Nordyke in charge of providing themed food.    
Volunteers are welcome to help her. This year’s mission 
is the backpack program and the diaper pantry.          
Volunteers are need to help in the kitchen Sunday    
evening, someone to help with registration each evening, 
and some group leaders. All supplies have been donated, 
but three or four umbrella supplies will be needed. 
Please contact Karen Millsap if you are willing to help or 
if you have any questions. 


