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Our Staff: 

Senior Pastor - David Nordyke 

Admin. Asst. -  Sherry Curtis 

Custodian - Glenda Wampler 
 

 

OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday - Thursday 

8:30 am - 1:00 pm 

Friday - 8:30 am - 12:00 

(Noon) 
 
 

Email: fccmtvmo@gmail.com 

Website: www.fccmtvmo.org 

Phone: (417) 466-3345 

Fax: (417) 466-4755 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH (Disciples of Christ) 
“There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven...a 

time to weep and a time to laugh...a time to mourn and a time to dance.”         
Ecclesiastes 3:1.4  

 

David’s son Solomon, the Third Monarch of Israel, who served in the mid-10th     
Century BCE, is credited by some with writing this well-known prose. It was made 
famous again by the 1960’s Folk-Rock band Buffalo Springfield who wrote their   
version known as “Turn...Turn...Turn.” The scripture here just eight verses long, yet 
it captures well the essence of life: birth, death, celebration and tragedy. Moreover, 
it puts these life events within the perspective of the entirety of our existence...it is 
part of not just the human condition, but of creation as a whole...a time...a season 
for everything under heaven. 
 

Lent provides a great opportunity to think about Solomon’s words as we consider 
that change is a necessary part of the journey...a change from our sinful mortal  
condition to a renewed being with promise of new and eternal life. Lent, by no    
accident, comes every Spring and serves to remind us that the cold and sometimes 
difficult realities of the world promise to give way to glimmers of new 
life...warmth...or as the hymnist Eliza Hewitt might say, Sunshine for Our Souls. 
 

The truth is not many people like or appreciate change...but it’s going to happen 
whether we like it or are prepared for it. Yet, change isn’t all bad...as with the       
experience of Lent we change from our sinful mortal selves into a creation made in 
the likeness and image of God, the Imago Dei. Change can be beneficial and even 
promote new growth in many areas of our lives and even that of our churches. 
 

In the days and weeks ahead our family and First Christian Church of Mt. Vernon will 
be experiencing tremendous change. After 9 years of ministry to this church and the 
community, Kristina and I have made the difficult decision on the need for more 
specialized resources for Jackson, wanting to provide stability for the kids through 
high school, and wanting to ease the financial burden on the church. As we begin 
this journey, there no doubt will be some weeping and mourning 
...BUT...this too will give way to laughter and dance. 
 

In the days ahead you will receive a letter from me as well as from Dennis Thrasher 
and the Board outlining the specifics and time-frame of my resignation, as well as 
the next steps for the congregation. Let us pray for and continue to  support one 
another through this experience and far beyond it. 
 

Kristina, I and the kids are going to miss you a lot and will be forever grateful for our 
time together and for your continued love and support now and in the days to 
come. 
 

Blessings on the Journey, 
 

Pastor David 



 March Birthdays 
 

8th Karen Millsap 
10th Lori Evatt 

11th Ron Hubbard 
11th Sandy Hunt 

19th Marsha Jones 
20th Seth Spangler 
21st Mike Stubbs 

26th Wes Swinney 
 

March Anniversaries 

10th Tony & Becky Blevins 
 

 February Attendance 
         In-Person     On-Line 

 

    3   31               73 
      10    Inclement Weather       110         

  17    34              101 
            24          37                     61 

 

 February Offering 

 

$10,270.00 

Upcoming Events 
 March 8 - 6:30 pm Board Meeting 
 March 14 - Daylight Saving Time 

 begins 
 March 20 - 7:30 am Men’s 
 Breakfast 
 March 28 - Palm Sunday 

Council of Churches of the Ozarks- 
We are grateful for your partnership, 
support and prayers throughout 
2020. 
Our Daily Bread-  Thank you for 
your financial support and prayers. 
Judy Just-  I appreciate receiving the 
church newsletter. 
Woodhaven-  You continue to be our 
strength. We are grateful for your 
consistent financial support. 
Woodhaven-  We were humbled and 
grateful for your support. 
Alice Griggs-  Thank you for the 
lovely birthday card. I feel truly 
blessed to be a part of FCC family. 
Sherry Curtis– Thank you for your 
prayers while I was out with illness. 

Daylight Saving Time begins 

on Sunday, March 14. On Saturday, 
March 13, before you go to bed be 
sure to set your clocks ahead one-

hour so you won’t be late for church! 

A Kitten from Heaven 
Pastor Newman had a kitten that climbed up a tree in his backyard 
and was too afraid to come down. The pastor coaxed, bribed with 
warm milk, etc., but the kitten refused to come down. The tree was 
not sturdy enough for him to climb so he decided to tie a rope to his 
car and drive far enough to bend the tree, then he could reach up and 
grasp the kitten. 
 

As he drove, he kept getting out of his car to check. He needed to go 
just a little farther before he could reach the kitten. As he moved a 
little more forward...the rope broke. 
 

The tree went “Boing!” and the kitten sailed through the air and out of 
sight. Pastor Newman felt bad. He walked all over the neighborhood, 
asking people if they had seen the kitten. Nobody had seen it. So he 
prayed, “Lord, I just commit this kitten to Your keeping.” He then 
went about his business. 
 

A few days later, he saw Ann Jennings who was 
a member of his church. He noticed she had a 
sack of cat food. Knowing she really disliked 
cats, he asked her as to why she was buying cat 
food. She replied, “My daughter has been        
begging for a cat to which I kept refusing. She 
continued to beg so I told her if God gave her a 
cat from heaven, I would let her keep it. I 
watched her out in the yard get on her knees 
and ask God for a kitty cat. And  you won’t       
believe this, but I saw it with my own two eyes. A kitten fell out of the 
sky with its paws spread out and it landed right in front of her.” 

Easter Lily Fund Raiser  this year 

will be raising funds for Outreach. A sign-up sheet 
will be in the Narthex for you to designate “in 
memory of” or “in honor of”.  A $10 donation is 
suggested. Give monies to Jean Berg or Deitra 
Henry no later than March 28th. Two large lilies 
will be purchased for the front of the sanctuary. 
Thank you for your support. 

     Pray for the Search Committee members as they   
     begin their search for a new pastor for First  
     Christian Church.  Watch for updates in their 
     progress. 


