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First Christian Church 
 

What’s INSIDE 

FCC Celebrates 150 Years! 
Sometimes it’s hard to imagine the breadth and depth of a ministry that spans a 
period of 150 years! Indeed it’s a bit overwhelming, and yet if we think of it a 

bit at a time it’s not so daunting a task. For instance think about the people who 
came together following the Civil War to begin a ministry in Lawrence County, 
Missouri that would serve as an expression of God’s love and grace to hurting 

people. One can think of the thousands of lives that have been impacted by such 
a ministry over the course of 15 decades. There have been congregants and 

friends who have given tirelessly of themselves and their resources for the work 
of such a ministry. There have been ministers and Timothies and their families 
who have come and gone, each with their special gifts, talents and  abilities to 
serve and care for the needs of the congregation and community. These are in 

fact the beginnings of the narrative which tells the story of First Christian 
Church of Mt. Vernon. However, these are only part of the story, the truth is an 

entire volume could be written as to the many ways that God has used and 
blessed this church. Still to come are the ways that God will call us to minister 

to the needs of the community and the congregation in the next 5, 10, or 50 
years. We are each privileged to share in this legacy of ministry and blessed to 

move forward as God leads and guides us. Together we will 

 “Preserve our Past and Embrace our Future”. 
Continued on Page 2 

Kristina and I and our family wish to express to you our deepest thanks and        
appreciation for your prayers and support of our family this past year. As I’ve said 
so often your  kindness and   generosity is unmatched. Further, I can’t thank you 
enough for your love and concern during my recent surgery and recovery which 
was a tremendous boost to the healing process. Finally, your cards,  goodies and 
financial gifts to our family were a very special blessing to each of us. 
 

God is so good. As I reflect back on this year I’m thankful for a good surgery and  
recovery...I’m thankful for a wonderful and 
supportive wife and family...and I am ever 
thankful for this Church family. This past 
year we’ve grown together and looking 
ahead in 2017 we’ve many opportunities to 
reflect on our pasts, embrace our present, 
and celebrate and look with joy to the future. 
 

May God richly bless us all this New Year! 
In Jesus,  
David 

Our Staff: 
Senior Pastor - David Nordyke 

Admin. Asst. -  Sherry Curtis 

Custodian - Jason Thrasher 

 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday - Thursday 

8:30 am - 1:00 pm 

Friday - 8:30 am - 12:00 (Noon) 

 

Email: fccmtvmo@gmail.com 

Website: www.fccmtvmo.org 

 

 

 

Phone: (417) 466-3345 

Fax: (417) 466-4755 
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 1 - Ray Gene Richardson 
 2 - Laura Batson 
 3 - Justin Schaedler 
 4 - Loretta Thrasher 
 4 - Michelle Schaedler 
 5 - Beverly Purdy 
18 - Bob Howard 
18 - Sherie Thrasher 
24 - Randy Conaway 
25 - Alethea Goodman 
30 - Sharon Logan 
31 - Gordon Rodrock 

13 - Wes & Verla Swinney 

Poinsettia Fund Raiser 

Jean Berg presents a $300 check to Tina Mulleady, director of The Hope 
Center. Also pictured are Linda Skora, Ron Albers and Pastor David. The 
Hope Center helps many individuals and families 
in the Mt. Vernon community with  their various 
needs. The Worship Committee wishes to thank 
all who participated in First Christian Church’s 
Christmas Poinsettia fundraiser. Your generosity 
is very much appreciated. 
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FCC Celebrates 150 Years!     Continued from Page 1 

During 2017 we will celebrate this milestone with two very special events:  
The first will take the form of an old-time tent revival on Saturday evening, 

June 24th. We will have special guest speakers, music from “That Dalton 
Gang,” bounce houses for the kids, and lots of good food. 

 

The second event will be a more formal celebration and open house at the 
church on Sunday, September 17th. We will begin with coffee and     

breakfast rolls at 9AM.   Members and friends can use that time to visit and 
tour the church. At 10 AM we’ll move into the sanctuary to begin our formal 

celebration which will host representatives from the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ), guest speakers, and special musicians and singers.   

Following worship will be a very special fellowship luncheon. 

  
As part of our 150th Birthday Celebrations, the church’s Anniversary     

Committee feels that a key component is                                                          

giving back to the community.  
 

Every month during 2017 the church will be reaching out to the community 
and to those in need through various fundraisers and service projects. Not 

only is this a way of putting our faith into action, it’s a way of saying thanks 
for the community’s long-standing support of this ministry.  

 
 

On January 22nd, we will be collecting funds to 
help support Emmanuel’s Tails, a local no-kill 

shelter dedicated to caring for the needs of stray, 
unwanted, and dogs that can no longer be kept by 

their owners for various circumstances. 
 

 

 February 5th, which is Super Bowl Sunday, we 
will be collecting canned and non-perishable food 

items for St. Suzanne’s Food Pantry as a part of the 
national Souper Bowl of Caring.  

 
 

2017 is going to be a great year of celebrating what God has done and      
ministering to the needs others and we want you to be a part of it all. For 
more information on these events and outreach projects, please see the       

bulletin, newsletter and website.   

Holly Jolly Christmas 

Carolers 

Photo submitted by Kristina Nordyke  
 

Sunday, December 11, was the 
date the FCC ChristmasCarolers 
shared their vocal chords around 

the community, including the       
Veterans’ Home and                     

Lawrence County Manor.  
 

Seventeen children, youth and 
adults participated in this Yuletide 

tradition. After all the singing, 
they enjoyed pizza at Mazzio’s. 
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Thank You Notes 

 
 

Emergency Services for Children– Thank you for your continued support and your recent donation!  

Debbie Trokey– What a blessing you have been to the Neighbors Blessing Neighbors Thanksgiving Dinner. I 
can’t thank you enough for the flyers, desserts, and all around support. Your church obviously has a heart for    
others. May God bless you … as you bless so many. 
Sherry Curtis– Thank you for the gift certificate. I am so blessed to be in a place full of loving, Christian people. 
Jason Thrasher & family– Thank you for the nice gift card. It is very much appreciated. Merry Christmas. 
The Hope Center– Thank you for your generous donation 
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Thank you for the donation of the 
bundle of Red Cross blankets. They 
were distributed to the homeless on 
December 12th. Your generosity 

made a warm 
difference in the 
lives of many.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

-Marge Lambert 

Girl Scout Troop 10334 had a   
lock-in at FCC on December 16th. 

The troop leaders are Stacey    
Morris and Kristina Nordyke. To 

show their appreciation to the 
church, the girls made the THANK 

YOU card pictured below.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Women’s Bible Study group 
donated blankets, gloves, socks, 
non-perishable food, coats, etc. to 
the homeless. As seen in the picture 
above, there were many bags of 
items that were taken and            
distributed by Marge Lambert.  

Kitchen and Fellowship Hall project is well underway!  
The last week of December I stopped by the church and peered through the 
plastic covered doorways to find that Dennis Rodgers and his crew had already 
begun cutting a hole in the block wall on the north 
side of the kitchen and had completely removed 
the east wall of the kitchen. Since then the north 
and east walls have been completed. Drywall has 
gone up, and thanks to Melvin Morris new electric 

has been run.     
Dennis Thrasher 
and Buddy Hunt 
removed all the old cabinets and just this week 
Alan Heisner roughed in the new pluming. Terry 
Peterman is building the cabinets now and hopes 
to have them installed by early February. Still left 

to complete is painting, installation of new sound absorbing acoustic  panels, 
and new flooring.  
 

Special thanks to Dennis Thrasher who has been in the church daily to oversee 
this project. Thank you for your continued prayers support of this project. 

Children and Youth News ... 
Youth and Children have stayed busy this past month. On December 11, we had 
17 children, youth and adults go caroling and ate Mazzio’s Pizza afterwards. On 
December 18tth, the Children and youth presented several Christmas songs for 
our Happy Birthday Jesus celebration. On Wednesday December 21st, Children, 
Youth and their parents/grandparents had a fabulous time at Helen Calvert’s 
home for a Christmas party complete with lots of tasty foods and a sneaky Santa 
game. Thank you Helen and Michelle Schaedler for hosting this party. 
 

Looking ahead: 
Sunday January 8: Epiphany Sunday, the Children and Youth will do a reprise 
of their Christmas songs (since weather kept several people away on Dec. 18th). 
Sunday January 8: Forward Café, 6 PM, Karaoke and Pizza Party at FCC,. 
Please bring a friend and a snack. 
Sunday January 15: Joyful Noise 
Sunday January 22: Forward Café: Lunch after church then meeting back at 
church at 1:30. We’ll be working with Marge Lambert to put together 50-60 PB 
& J sandwiches and snacks that Marge will deliver to the homeless in      
Springfield that night.     
Sunday January 29: Joyful Noise 

 *Note there will be no 5th Sunday Youth Program January 29th.* 


