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The Good News ...
Fruit Salad
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Sophia loved to cook, and food was her ministry. In fact, it
was her job to organize the weekly Wonderful Wednesday
supper, a meal held in the church basement for all church
volunteers.
When the new pastor arrived, among the changes he
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Sunday School Worship instituted was a policy of no desserts at Wonderful
Wednesdays during Lent. Sophia, who loved indulging people’s
20
44
28
60
sweet tooth's, reluctantly quit making her usual pies and
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cakes and instead began to offer vanilla pudding with fruit in
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it, which she called “fruit salad”.
General Fund
When the pastor observed that it
$12,220.45
certainly seemed more like a
dessert than a salad, Sophia told
him firmly, “Desperate times
require desperate measures. If
Jesus could turn water into wine,
I can turn pudding into salad.”
www.fccmtvmo.org

Our Staff:
Senior Pastor - David Nordyke
Admin. Asst. - Sherry Curtis
Custodian - Jason Thrasher

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Thursday
8:30 am - 1:00 pm
Friday - 8:30 am - 12:00 (Noon)
Email: fccmtvmo@gmail.com
Website: www.fccmtvmo.org
Phone: (417) 466-3345
Fax: (417) 466-4755

First Christian Church
10% of something may not seem like a lot...but what if 10% could nearly

eradicate hunger in America? Sounds pretty good doesn’t it...almost too good to be
true...but it’s not.
This Sunday, February 4th is football’s biggest game, the Super Bowl. If it’s
anything like last year, over a hundred million people will tune in to watch it and
spend close to 14 billion dollars on food, drinks, décor, and maybe that new 100
inch flat screen TV. In spite of political and social maladies football remains one
of America’s favorite pastimes.
Truth be told I love a good Super Bowl party. Highlights include the variety of
great chips and dips, or those delicious hot wings, or mom’s famous meat balls, or
a table of amazing desserts. Of course what Super Bowl would be complete
without friends and family and those zany commercials and terrific half-time
shows.
On the other hand is it worth 14 billion dollars? The fact is it’s easy to forget just
how much we spend on our favorite pastimes. Does it have to be this way? What if
we changed our spending just a little so that others could have just a little more?
For instance what if we gave 10% of whatever we spend on Super Bowl to a local
food bank? Doesn’t sound like a lot, but if a hundred million Super Bowl fans did
it...well...it would be life changing.
According to Feeding America nearly 46 million children and adults in America
will go hungry every day without the support and generosity of others. That’s why
First Christian Church is teaming up with Soup-er Bowl of Caring collecting
canned goods, non perishable items, and money to be given to our local food bank,
St. Suzanne’s Food Pantry. We can’t eradicate hunger on our own, but when we
join forces with others...well...anything is possible.
Together in Service,
Pastor David

February 4 is Soup-er Bowl Sunday!!!

Soup-er Bowl Sunday is a great way to help St. Susanne’s Food Pantry. First
Christian Church will be collecting non-perishable food items and loose change.
The loose change will go towards a $3000.00 matching grant from Ozarks Food
Harvest. First Christian Church will also match the loose change donations up to
$200.00. Now is the time to empty your pockets of loose change to make a
difference in the lives of
those in our community
that are less fortunate
and to show love for
others during the
month of February!!!
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Lent: A Time for Reflection and Renewal

2nd - Anna Betz
10th - Allice Griggs
14th - Bob Long
17th - Taffy Doss
18th - John Millsap
19th - Nikki Riley
27th - Kerry Green
28th (29th) - Kyleigh Nordyke

11th - Gary & Kathy Nordyke
12 - Pete & Judy Just
14th - Ozzie & Nikki Riley
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Installation Service held January 21, 2018 …

Ash Wednesday service February 14 at 6:45 PM...Following Manna time we
invite everyone to begin their six-week Lenten Journey with this special Ash
Wednesday service in the Sanctuary. Remember that Lent is a time for personal
reflection and spiritual renewal. It provides an opportunity to consider the gift
that God gave the world in Jesus, and the sacrifice that Jesus gave the world in
his suffering and death. Ash Wednesday service usually includes the “imposition
of ashes” which is a mark placed on one’s forehead or hand as a reminder of sins
disfigurement in our lives and world. However, Ash Wednesday is only the
beginning of the Lenten Journey. Sin and death will not have the final say.
Sunday’s Coming and with it the promise of new and eternal life through the
resurrection of Jesus.
Lenten Bible Study...It’s hard to imagine that 24hrs could
change the course of human destiny but in his book 24
Hours that Changed the World, author and Pastor Adam
Hamilton shows us how the last day of Jesus’ life left an
indelible mark on the world, and specifically humanity.
From the last supper in the upper room to Jesus’ crucifixion
on the cross, Hamilton combines ancient history and
relevant teaching to help readers understand the profound
impact of Jesus’ final 24 hours on their lives. Please join
us for this inspiring six-week book and DVD Lenten
Bible Study on Tuesday’s at 6:30 in the fellowship hall
beginning February 20th.
Special Invitation... As part of our Lenten Journey
we are excited to announce that on Palm Sunday
evening March 25th, friends of the congregation,
John and Billie Fulton, will be giving a special
presentation with pictures and personal reflections on
their trips to Israel and their work with the Museum of
the Bible in Washington, DC. Please plan ahead
because you don't want to miss this special
event. More details to follow in the March
Newsletter.

Board Officers, and newly elected Elders and Junior & Senior Diaconate
were installed at a special service on Sunday, January 21st.

January Board Meeting
Highlights





Stewardship Committee still
looking for ideas to utilize
remaining Fellowship Hall funds.
Committee Chairs looking for
volunteers to served on their
committee
Dennis Thrasher appointed as chair
of the Safety Committee
Appoint Jr. Diaconate

Upcoming Events
Pictured from left to right: Loretta Thrasher, Historian; Jean Berg,
Treasurer; Ron Hubbard, Board Chair; Cleta Patrick, Diaconate; Verla
Swinney, Secretary; Gary Nordyke, Diaconate; Kerry Green, Elder; Cindy
Green, Elder; Tyson Riley, Jr. Diaconate; Major Riley, Jr. Diaconate; Austin
Schaedler, Jr. Diaconate, Douglas Schaedler, Jr. Diaconate; and Larry Moore,
Vice-Chair.
“Why do we close our eyes when we pray, kiss or dream? Because the most
beautiful things in life are not seen but felt by the heart”

Denzel Washington










4th - Soup-er Bowl Sunday
12th - 6:30 pm Board Meeting
14th - 6:45 pm Ash Wednesday
Service
16th - 6:00 pm Valentine
Banquet
19th - Office Closed in
observance of Presidents’
Day
19th - 1:30 pm Women’s Bible
Study
20th - 6:30 Lenten Bible Study
begins

Valentine Banquet scheduled for February 16th

The Cross...for nearly two thousand years the cross has been accepted as the
foremost symbol of Christianity. It seems a bit ironic. After all it was on the
cross on that Jesus was killed and hung for some six
hours until he took his final breaths. So what does the
cross really mean? For many people the cross is both a
reminder of the sacrifice that Jesus gave for the world
and also the symbol of promise of new life especially in
the face of pain and suffering. As part of the Lenten
Phillips Seminary– We are grateful
Journey the Worship Committee is providing everyone a
for you support this past year, and we
laminated cross with purple ribbon. Congregants are
look forward to our continued
encouraged to use their cross for personal reflection as
partnership in the future.
well as a bookmark during their studies. Please be here
MV Treatment Center– Thank you for each week during Lent to receive a small sticker to place on your cross...symbols
your kind and giving hearts! The
of Jesus’ betrayal, death, and new life.
donation goes directly to the youth
and the families we serve,.

The Good News ...

Let the Journey Begin!
www.fccmtvmo.org

Friday, February 16th at 6:00 pm, the gentlemen of First Christian
Church will be preparing and serving dinner. The
free meal will consist of pot roast, mashed
potatoes, green beans, salad and dessert. There
is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex for your name
and the number that will be attending. Deadline
for the sign-up is Sunday, February 11th. See
you there!!!

Psalms for Lent
During the six weeks
of Lent, a devotional
from Psalms for Lent
will be read during
Worship Service.

Women’s Bible Study

The Women’s Bible Study group has completed their first half of study on
the signs of Christ’s return. The study was very enlightening and
informative. The second half of their study will be on the book of Zechariah.
The ladies meet at 1:30 pm on the third Monday
of each month through the month of May. Please
come and join in as Marge Lambert leads the
women through the book of Zechariah. There is
always good conversation during these studies and
all are welcome to attend.
www.fccmtvmo.org

