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4 - If You Look for Me ...
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You won’t need a special star ~
I’m no longer just in Bethlehem,
I’m right there where you are.
You may not be aware of Me amid the celebrations ~
You’ll have to look beyond the stars
and all the decorations.
But if you take a moment from your list of things to do
And listen to your heart,
You’ll find I’m waiting there for you.
You’re the one I want to be with,
You’re the reason that I came,
And you’ll find Me in the stillness
as I’m whispering you name.

Love,
Jesus

www.fccmtvmo.org

First Christian Church
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.”
Advent is upon us! God is with us! The coming of Christ our Lord and Savior
is drawing near!
Jesus is coming again in a world ravaged by chaos. Coming again as the healer
of broken hearts. Coming again as the restorer of relationships. Coming again
to fulfill dreams lost and hopes shattered. Advent reminds us that Jesus, the
Messiah, the one who saves, is coming again to renew hearts and minds. To
restore sight to those who cannot see what God is doing and to set us free from
the chains of injustice and the peril of sin. To offer life, even in the face of
death.
In a world filled with pain and suffering, and in a
Christmas season so often confused by commercialism,
Advent reminds us to take a deep breath and to look
within and to look up and to see that our “redemption
draws near.” Thanks be to God!
To our family in Christ we pray you experience a
meaningful and blessed Advent, Christmas and
New Year!

Our Staff:
Senior Pastor - David Nordyke
Admin. Asst. - Sherry Curtis
Custodian - Jason Thrasher

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Thursday
8:30 am - 1:00 pm
Friday - 8:30 am - 12:00 (Noon)
Email: fccmtvmo@gmail.com
Website: www.fccmtvmo.org
Phone: (417) 466-3345
Fax: (417) 466-4755

Love in Jesus
Pastor David, Kristina, Kyleigh, Garrison and Jackson.

Schedule of events during Advent …
*December 2 - First Sunday of Advent
*December 9 - Second Sunday of Advent
*December 14 - 6:30 pm Children & Youth Christmas Party at Helen Calvert’s
*December 16 - Third Sunday of Advent
Youth Sunday
*December 19 - 5:45 pm Manna Time Christmas Feast
*December 19-21 - 7:00 am Community Christmas Lay Services at FCC
Refreshments will be served following service
*December 23 - Fourth Sunday of Advent
*December 24 - 6:00 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Service
*December 25-January 1 - Office closed for the holidays

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the staff at FCC!!!
www.fccmtvmo.org
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Children and Youth News

5th Laura Batson
6th Carol Rodgers
7th John Furgason
11th Carroll Herzberger
12th Stacey Morris
15th Sydney Buffington
15th Chester Herzberger
15th Wayne Wiese
16th Ed Spencer
16th Kody Bacon
17th Rose Porter
18th Carolyn Natho
15th James Foust
26th Jackson Nordyke

2nd David & Kristina Nordyke
12th Arthur & Deitra Henry
29th Dea Lou & John Furgason
31st Cleta & Carroll Patrick

*On December 14th, Helen Calvert & Michelle Schaedler will be
hosting a Christmas Party for FCC’s children and youth at 6:30 pm
at Helen’s house. Christian Ed Committee members, children, Jr. &
Sr. High Youth, and their families are invited to the party. Each
person is asked to bring a white elephant gift to exchange. (Please
not over $5 in value.)
*December 16th is Youth Sunday. The children and youth have been
working hard to present a special program for congregants. They will
be leading all aspects of the Worship Service. As a part of this
special service, Pastor David will be baptizing four children and
youth. Please come and join in and support these youngsters.

The Mt. Vernon Annual Christmas Parade was held November 27th. FCC
entered a float…”The Inn Crowd.” Children, youth, and adults rode on the float
portraying the Nativity and several adults walked alongside handing out candy canes.
Special thanks to Carol Rodgers for spearheading...and for stapling the many cards
onto the 400 candy canes that were distributed to parade onlookers. Thanks to
Dennis Thrasher for his carpentry skills,
John Furgason for pulling the float, Buddy
Hunt for providing the trailer, and Tom &
Lisa Furgason for providing the hay bales.
Thank you to everyone (too many names
to mention) who participated in this year’s
Christmas parade. It wouldn’t have been
possible without you.

Celebration for 50 years as organist

Dennis &Loretta Thrasher have served the church in many
capacities. But Loretta has faithfully been the church
December’s Outreach
organist for 50 years. FCC showed their appreciation of her
by honoring her at a celebration on Sunday, November
Emergency
18th. There were special music performances by the
Services for
following:
bells
by
Lori
Evatt & Betty Sawyer, piano solo by John Millsap, flute
Children
solo
by
Rene
Spencer,
and
organ solo by Charlie Bahn. Stacey Morris & Jason
(ESC) is a
Thrasher shared a family memory, Gretta Bolien & Arthur
local
Moore shared some special memories, and Jean Berg
non-profit
spoke of the many years Dennis & Loretta have served the
organization church. John Fulton, Ron Hubbard, and Pastor David
that serves presented a special “suitcase” with a gift inside. (Too bad
Mt. Vernon the delivery service had smashed the suitcase, but the gift
students. ESC provides
survived without a scratch.) A Thanksgiving meal was
assistance for preventative
served afterwards with approximately 100 in attendance.
health care, necessary medical
treatment, and basic school
supplies for children in need. A Manna Time Christmas Feast will be held Wednesday, December 19th at
Community members/groups 5:45 pm. The church will provide turkey and ham, bread, and drinks. Congregants are
include: Twentieth Century Club, asked to bring a salad, side dish, or a dessert to share. Join us as we gather to
celebrate the Christmas Season and the miraculous birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus
American Legion, and
Christ. Looking forward to seeing your there. There will be no charge for the meal.
local churches.
www.fccmtvmo.org
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Poinsettia Fund-Raiser

Community Christmas
Lay Services

It is that time of year for FCC’s Poinsettia Fund-Raiser. This
fund raiser is an annual tradition that has helped many local
charities. If you would like to donate “in honor of” or “in
memory of”, monies ($10 is recommended), are to be given
to Jean Berg or Deitra Henry.

will be held at First Christian
Church at 7:00 am
Wednesday, December 19
thru Friday, December 21.
Refreshments will be served
following the service.
Please mark your calendars
and plan to attend.

These funds will be used to purchase two large poinsettias to
decorated the alter at the front of the sanctuary and the
balance will be donated to the local charity the board will designate at the next
board meeting to be held on Monday, December 12th. Deadline for the
November Board Meeting
donations is Wednesday, December 19th.
A list will be provided to the charity, as well as in the bulletin on Sunday,
December 23rd, with each donor’s name(s) and who they have designated
“in honor of” and/or “in memory of.”

Highlights





Phillips Theological Seminary– Thank you for making theological students’ education
possible.
Bob & Charlotte Howard- Thank you for your thoughts and prayers in our time of
need.
C. West & MVES- Thank you for your donations of food for the Hope Hutch in our
school. We have helped two families in need. Thank your for you constant support.




2019 Budget approved at
Congregational Meeting
Flooring in Young Adult class to be
installed
Electronic doors to be worked on
first week of December
Susan Buffington will replace
Emily Reyelts as Deacon
Mt. Vernon Art Club to paint
church windows for Christmas

A Special Thank You Note …
Thank you to our church family and friends for a fantastic night of celebration.
All the music was great and so very special along with memories from family and
friends. Thank you for the generous gift and the “lovely, sturdy suitcase”. Also, thank
you for all the cards, gifts, and words of appreciation. To everyone who participated

in making it a very special evening, we also say, “Thank you.” We are so blessed and
grateful for our caring and loving church family and friends. Again a big THANK YOU.
Dennis and Loretta 

FCC Congregants have done it again!!!
FCC partners each year with Holiday Central to
provide children and youth in need of certain
clothing items. This year’s Angel Tree held 30 tags.
Every tag was removed , returned with gift, and
placed back under the tree for distribution by
Holiday Central. What a wonderful way to display
God’s love for those in our community. Thanks to
everyone! You are some of God’s wonderful angels.

The people walking in darkness
have seen a great light;
on those living in the land of deep darkness
a light has dawned.
Isaiah 9:2










Upcoming Events
December 10 - 6:30 pm Board
Meeting
6:30 pm - December 14 Children
and Youth Christmas Party at
Helen Calvert’s
December 15 - 7:30 am Men’s
Breakfast
December 16 - Youth Sunday
December 17 - 1:30 pm Women’s
Bible Study
December 19-21 - 7:00 am
Community Christmas Lay Services
at FCC
December 19 - 5:45 pm Manna
Time Christmas Feast
December 24 - 6:00 pm Candlelight
Communion Service
December 25-January 1 Office Closed for the Christmas and
New Year’s holidays
www.fccmtvmo.org

