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These were the words of the prophet Isaiah written to a people yearning to find
hope, searching for peace, longing for joy and seeking love. In a world wrought
with so much chaos and devastation it’s not hard to embrace the sentiment of
Isaiah or the Israelite people he was writing to. The narrative of the Israelites
(God’s people in general) is one filled with great joy and elation on the one hand
and periods of pain, suffering and despair on the other.
Although we live in a culture much different from the Israelites of Ancient
Mesopotamia...God’s people still hurt and often want for better and brighter
tomorrows. The good news for Messianic Jews and Christians is that Jesus, God
in the flesh, becomes the embodiment of life and light for all people and thereby
fulfills the prophecy of Isaiah 9. We who once walked in darkness have indeed
seen and experienced a great light!
May the God of all hope, peace, joy and love illuminate you wholly and
completely throughout Advent, Christmas and the New Year!
Blessings In Jesus
Pastor David

Prayer for the Christmas Meal
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“The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in
the land of the shadow of death, a light has dawned.”
Isaiah 9:2

Murphy, a seven-year-old boy, was saying a prayer for the
family Christmas meal. All the family members bowed their
head in expectation. Murphy
began his prayer by thanking God
for him momma, daddy, brothers,
sister, grandma, and all his aunts,
uncles and cousins.
Then he began to thank God for
the food; he gave thanks for the
turkey, the stuffing, the Christmas pudding, even the cranberry
sauce. Then Murphy paused and everyone waited...and waited.
After a long silence, the boy looked up
at his mother and asked, “If I thank
God for the Brussels sprouts, won’t he
know that I am lying?”
The honesty of children is humbling!
www.fccmtvmo.org

Memorial Poinsettia Fund Raiser for
Mt. Vernon Boy’s Treatment Center

Our Staff:
Senior Pastor - David Nordyke
Admin. Asst. - Sherry Curtis
Custodian - Jason Thrasher

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Thursday
8:30 am - 1:00 pm
Friday - 8:30 am - 12:00 (Noon)
Email: fccmtvmo@gmail.com
Website: www.fccmtvmo.org
Phone: (417) 466-3345
Fax: (417) 466-4755

In the past, the Worship Committee has encouraged
congregants to purchase a poinsettia “in memory” or “in
honor” of loved ones. The committee is asking that the 2017
fundraising effort be used to make a donation to the Mt. Vernon Boy’s
Treatment Center.
If you wish to have your loved one(s) name included in a memorial
list, they are asking you make a suggested donation in the amount of $10.
The name(s) you designate will be added to the printed list and your
donations will be contributed to the treatment center.
Poinsettias will be purchased for the front of the sanctuary. A
memorial list will be prepared with the names of donors and those you
wish to remember and/or honor.
The DEADLINE for donations is Monday, December 18, 2017.
Monies may be given to Deitra Henry or Jean Berg. If dropped in the
offering plate, please be sure to designate it for the Poinsettia Memorial
Fundraiser.
www.fccmtvmo.org
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Children and Youth News …
Sunday December 10

5th Laura Batson
6th Carol Rodgers
7th John Furgason
11th Carroll Herzberger
11th Bill Howard
12th Stacey Morris
15th Chester Herzberger
15th Wayne Wiese
15th Sydney Buffington
16th Ed Spencer
16th Kody Bacon
17th Rose Porter
18th Carolyn Natho
25th James Foust
26th Jackson Nordyke

2nd David & Kristina Nordyke
12th Arthur & Deitra Henry
29th John & Dea Lou Furgason
31st Carroll & Cleta Patrick

th
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Hanging of the Greens …

is Youth Sunday.

All children and youth will be participating. They will be doing two skits:
“The Thought That Counts” and “A Very Martian Christmas” as well as lots
of special music. On Wednesday and Sunday mornings the children and
youth will be practicing. Helen Calvert may schedule an additional practice
or two...please watch your email or text for important updates!

Children and Youth Christmas Party
and White Elephant Gift Exchange
on Sunday December 10th from
4-7 PM at Helen Calvert’s. Children, youth,
young adults and their parents and
grandparents as well as Christian Ed
Committee members are invited to attend.

Friday December 22nd 1-8 PM children, youth, young adults and
several chaperones will be heading to Branson
to the Sight and Sound Theater to see The
Miracle of Christmas...a two-hour live
production with lots of people and animals
portraying the Christmas Narrative. We will
meet at the church around 1 PM and carpool.
The show begins at 3:30 pm. Following the show
we will have dinner at Steak and Shake...and
maybe see a few Christmas lights on the way
back to Mt. Vernon and arrive around 8 PM.

Trivia

Sunday, November 26th, the church was decorated for
Christmas. The tree went up, the manger scene was
set, and the rest of the church was draped with
greenery, wreaths, and red bows, and the windows
were painted by the students of the Mt. Vernon art
club. The church is definitely ready to celebrate the
birth of our savior, Jesus Christ.
Thank you to each and everyone for their time and
talents to make FCC a place for Christmas celebration.

Do you know these little
Eater bunnies?

A special thank you to Susan Buffington and the
Mt. Vernon art club for lending their time and talents
to dress our windows for the Christmas season.

If you do, send/call your
answer to Sherry by

“...Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of
great joy that will be for all the people. Today in
the town of David a Savior has been born to you:
he is Christ
the Lord.”

December 12

to be a winner.
No winners for November
November Board Meeting
Highlights

Luke 2:10-11


Once again, the Christian Ed Committee, Children, Youth, Young Adults and
Parents/Grandparents wish to express our deepest thanks and appreciation
for the support of the congregation.

Merry
Christmas





Pot Luck Lunch … Following

the December 17th Worship Service,
there will be a potluck lunch. If you
Ed Spencer and sons- Thank you to everyone for the thoughts, prayers, food,
are able, please bring two of your
cards and support during Donna Lou’s illness and passing.
favorite dishes to share. The church
Council
of Churches of the Ozarks- Thank you for your special gift in the support
will provide the bread and drinks. We
of
the ongoing work.
look forward to seeing you for lunch!
Our Daily Bread- Thank you for your prayers and sharing in this ministry.
Phillips Seminary- Thank you for making students’ theological education possible
through your gift.
Blanket drive for
Dr. Harriet Cremeen- Once again, you came through with your caring love and
prayers. In October my granddaughter, Eva, was diagnosed with
the homeless
melanoma. My son called me and asked for your prayers that the cancer
Thank you to everyone that donated
was stage one and the surgery to be a success. Our, and your prayers,
blankets for the homeless. Also,
were answered. Above all, you knew God is loving; glory and praise to Him
thank you to Marge Lambert for
in Jesus’ name. We thank you so very much and I pray for you wonderful
taking and distributing them. The
people and our beautiful church. In Christian love.
blankets will
Veterans’ Way- Thank you for volunteering to furnish brownies and serving our
make a big
veterans and the lunch held November 11th. Your participation is greatly
difference during
appreciated.
the cold winter
Buddy Hunt- Thank you to my First Christian Church family for the prayers, cards,
days that are
food, hospital & home visits, and other offers of help during my recent
surgery and recovery. Love you all!
sure to come.
www.fccmtvmo.org

Two events slated at FCC on December 2nd ...
On Saturday, December 2 at 10:00
am there will be a Ladies’ Brunch in
First Christian Church’s Fellowship
Hall. All ladies are invited to attend
and to bring their mother, daughter,
grandmother, granddaughter and/or a friend. It is requested for each
family to bring a breakfast dish or a lunch dish to share.

Upcoming Events








Also on Saturday, December 2nd, the Mt. Vernon
Chamber of Commerce’s Christmas Homes Tour will be
held. First Christian Church will be hosting an Open
House from 1:00 pm until 4:00 pm. Be sure to stop
by for some hot cider!

Rental houses and garage roofs
repair completed.
Anniversary Committee reported
the November Outreach project to
give a family from each of the four
MV schools a Thanksgiving meal.
Monies received exceeded the goal
by $160. Thank you to all that
gave.
Nominating Committee presented
slate of board officers which was
approved by a unanimous vote.





Dec. 10 - Youth Sunday
Dec. 10 - 4:00 pm Children/Youth
Christmas Party @ Helen Calvert’s
Dec. 11 - 6:30 pm Board Meeting
Dec. 16 - 7:30 am Men’s Breakfast
Dec. 17 - Potluck Lunch
Dec. 18 - 1:30 pm Women’s Bible
Study
Dec. 24 - 10:30 am Worship
Service
Dec. 24 - 6:00 pm Candlelight
Communion Service
Dec. 25-Jan. 2 - Office closed in
observance of Christmas and New
Year’s Day
Dec. 31 - Jean Berg bringing the
message
www.fccmtvmo.org

