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4 Meaning of Candy Cane

A publication of First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
Although many people have begun scurrying about this Advent and Christmas
season planning special family dinners, or Christmas parties with friends, or
trying to buy gifts for loved ones, there is more to this special time
of year. Advent and Christmas provide opportunity for us to reflect
on the coming of the Messiah to our world and the birth of our
Savior anew into our hearts and lives. The truth of this season is
that the greatest gifts we could ever receive or share with others
aren’t limited to dinner parties, fancy wrapping paper, or pretty
bows. Neither is late-night assembly required. Oh and batteries,
forget it...they are not necessary either. Rather the gifts of Hope,
Peace, Love, and Joy, which are indicative of Advent and
Christmas, present themselves in the tiny fingers of our newborn
savior, and are carried on in each of us who share Hope where
there is none, Peace in the midst of chaos, Love where hatred
abounds, and Joy instead of sorrow. These are the gifts which God
gave to humanity in the birth and salvation of Jesus and these are
the most important gifts we could ever give to others.
May you be blessed and be a blessing to others through Jesus our Savior...
Love Pastor David

The Meaning of the Candy Cane …
A candy maker in Indiana wanted to make a candy that
would be a witness. He incorporated several symbols from
the birth, ministry, and death of Jesus Christ.
The pure white candy symbolizes the Virgin Birth and the
sinless nature of Jesus. The hardness symbolizes the
foundation of the Church and firm promises of God.
He used three small red stripes showing the scourging Jesus
received and the large red stripe for the blood shed by Christ on the cross
so we could have the promise of everlasting life.
The shape of the “J” represents the precious name of Jesus and can also
represent the staff of the “Good Shepherd”.
Unfortunately, the candy cane has become a meaningless Christmas
decoration. But, the meaning is still there to those who “have eyes to see
and ears to hear”. Every time you see a candy cane, remember the
Wonder of Jesus and His Great Love.
www.fccmtvmo.org
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View from above

Kitchen area

Beverage/dessert area

Exciting News! On November 14 the church board
passed the final proposal for the remodeled Kitchen
and Fellowship Hall presented by the Fellowship Hall
Committee. Plans include opening the block wall
between the kitchen and fellowship hall, all new
custom oak cabinets and countertops, and an attractive
and durable water-proof simulated wood flooring.
Other features include: new paint throughout, acoustic
sound panels for noise reduction, new appliances and
sinks, which includes the addition of new beverage and
dessert serving area in the Northwest corner of the
Fellowship hall. Contractors for this project include
Dennis Rodgers, Terry Peterman, and J and J
Flooring. Work is slated to begin in mid-December and
completed by March 2017. Thanks to all the
committee members and congregation for their time,
monies, and support for this long-awaited venture.
Please continue to pray that all goes well for this
project.
www.fccmtvmo.org
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YOUTH CORNER
5th Laura Batson
6th Carol Rodgers
7th John Furgason
11th Carroll Herzberger
11th Bill Howard
12th Stacey Morris
15th Chester Herzberger
15th Wayne Wiese
15th Sydney Buffington
16th Ed Spender
16th Kody Bacon
17th Rose Porter
18th Carolyn Natho
25th James Foust
26th Jackson Nordyke

2nd David & Kristina Nordyke
12th Arthur & Deitra Henry
29th John & Dea Lou Furgason
31st Carroll & Cleta Patrick

Upcoming Events:
Dec. 12 - 6:30 pm Board Meeting
Dec. 17 - 7:30 am Men’s Breakfast
Dec. 18 - Christmas Caroling
Dec. 20 - 1:30 pm Women’s Bible
Study
Dec. 28-Jan. 2 - Office Closed

On November 27th, Forward Café Youth and a few FCC adults worked
at the Hope Center as part of the youth’s November mission
project. Thanks to Gretta Bolien’s and Susan
Miller’s direction we sorted through several bags
of clothes and goods making them ready for
resale and donation.
Children and Youth have being staying busy the last month. Sonshine
Kids, Lion’s Den and Joyful Noise will join the Adult Choir, Bell Choir
and Praise Team for a special day of music on Sunday December
18th during morning worship. Following this special service, they will
have a Happy Birthday Jesus Cake and punch reception in the library
and parlor.
Sonshine kids and Lion’s Den have also been working with Helen
Calvert on a special Christmas Craft project.
On December 18, Sonshine Kids, Lion’s Den, Forward Café Youth and
any interested adults will meet at the church at 3:45 PM then head
to Lawrence County Manor and the Veterans Home for
Christmas Caroling. Following the caroling we’ll meet at
Helen’s home for appetizers, cookies, goodies and silly
gift exchange! Please bring a gift to share of no more
than $5.00 in value.
For additional news and updates please watch the bulletins and
website.

Christmas Worship Schedule:
Dec. 18 - 10:30 am Children, Youth, Adult and Bell Choir Specials
Dec. 24 - 6:00 pm Candlelight Communion Service
Dec. 25 - No Sunday School
10:30 am shortened Christmas Worship Service

Holiday Central Angel Tree

The Holiday Central Angel Tree
located in the Library still has a few
wish lists left. Everyday is
difficult for children that are
less fortunate, but
Christmastime is more
difficult. By opening up
your hearts (and your
pocketbooks), these
children will be blessed by
you. There is still time to participate
as the items and monetary
donations will be picked up on the
morning of December 5th. May God
bless you this Christmas season.

FCC’s 150th Birthday means 12 months of giving back! As the church
th

prepares to celebrate its 150 Birthday during 2017, the Anniversary Committee
feels that a key component to the celebrations is giving back to the community.
Every month during 2017 the church will be reaching out to the
community and to those in need. We’re
kicking off this special outreach program
on Saturday, January 21, 8:00 am -10:00
am serving a free “biscuits and gravy” breakfast and giving
away socks, hats, mittens, and gloves to those in need.
This is an all church project which means we need your
help! Please bring new socks, hats, mittens and gloves to
the church by Wednesday January 18, 2017. Thanks!
www.fccmtvmo.org
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Memorial Poinsettias for
The Hope Center Fundraiser

Congregants may make a donation “in memory of” or
“in honor of” loved ones. This 2016 fundraising effort will
be used to make a donation to The Hope Center and to
purchase a few poinsettias for decorating the church.
If you wish to have your loved one’s name or names
included in a memorial or honor list, the names you
designate will be added to the printed list and your donation will be contributed
to The Hope Center. $10.00 is the suggested donation or any amount you
choose.
The deadline for donations is Wednesday, December 14. Monies may be given
to Deitra Henry or Jean Berg. If donations are dropped in the Sunday offering
plate, please designate it for the Poinsettia Memorial Fund Raiser.
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HELP THE
ANNIVERSARY
COMMITTEE AND WIN
A PRIZE!!!
Would anyone like to take a guess
at who any of these teens and
teacher are?

Christmas pictures from the archives … do you recognize anyone?

Scenes from past Christmas pageants. The Anniversary

Committee asks that any and all who can name the
participants in the pictures, to submit the names to
Sherry in the
office. Prizes
will be given
to all who
s u b m i t
c o r r e c t
names for all
of the actors.
Thank
“My Stars It’s Christmas”
you!
Christmas 2014
1989

Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Service …

All are encouraged to attend the Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion
Service to be held at 6:00 pm on December 24th. This beautiful
service will feature the reading of the Christmas story with the
children and youth portraying the nativity scene followed by the
lighting of candles to celebrate our Savior's birth. Attendees are
asked to bring a white gift(s) (i.e., a non-perishable canned or
boxed food item) to donate to St. Susanne’s Food Pantry. Be sure
to invite friends and neighbors to join us for this wonderful service.

Emergency Services for Children– Thank you for your
recent donation and for your continued support.
Bernard “Chris” Dorsey– Thank you for you support of Disciples Higher Education.
Phillips Seminary– Thanks you for your gift to the Annual Fund for scholarships.
Sandy Hunt– Thank you to all members of the Fellowship Hall Committee and to
everyone who helped with every aspect of the Fellowship Hall remodel project.
Thank you to the Board Members for the approval of the kitchen and Fellowship
Hall remodel.
150th Anniversary Committee– Thank you Dennis Thrasher for building the new
bulletin board in the hall. Excellent craftsmanship!
FCC– Thank you Arthur & Deitra Henry for painting the ladies restroom.
Bob, Randy, & Scot Long and families– Thanks for the noon meal. The ladies did a
super job.

The Anniversary Committee has a
prize for any of those that would
supply names. In fact, they are
really interested in finding out
who is the teen in the front row
second from the left; but anyone
who supplies correct names for
the others will receive a prize.
Please contact Sherry in the office
to submit your entry.

Special Thank You
to all that helped and
worked at the Open House

November 26th, FCC participated in Mt. Vernon Chamber of
Commerce’s Christmas Parade
of Homes. The doors of the
church were open from
12:00 pm - 4:00 pm.
Approximately 30
people
were
greeted, enjoyed
cookies,
hot
cocoa and cider.
Special thank you
to Kelsey and Cheyenne Morris
for helping the ladies with this
special event. The Worship
Committee did a splendid job.
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