
The Good News ... 

April 2021 

 

 

Our Staff: 

Senior Pastor - David Nordyke 

Admin. Asst. -  Sherry Curtis 

Custodian - Glenda Wampler 
 

 

OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday - Thursday 

8:30 am - 1:00 pm 

Friday - 8:30 am - 12:00 

(Noon) 
 
 

Email: fccmtvmo@gmail.com 

Website: www.fccmtvmo.org 

Phone: (417) 466-3345 

Fax: (417) 466-4755 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH (Disciples of Christ) 

Death no longer has  
mastery over him. 

Romans 6:9 

Faith for the Journey Ahead 
 

Throughout the Hebrew Bible and New Testament are countless stories of God’s 
people stepping out in faith even when the road ahead was steep, curvy, bumpy, or 
even unknown. Remember Noah who was told to build a massive boat when it    
didn’t make any sense. Or Abraham and Sara who were told to leave what they 
knew for a new land. Or Moses and the Israelites who wandered in the desert for 40 
years. Or Esther who bravely went before King Ahasuerus. Or David who sought  
refuge from a rageful Saul. Or Peter who reluctantly climbed out of the boat. Or the 
woman who pleaded with Jesus for her daughter’s life. Or Paul who completely 
changed who he was in order to live out God’s call. 
 

 And what about Jesus...sometimes it’s easy to forget that while Jesus was the      
embodiment of God, he was also the stuff of humans who had thoughts, feelings 
and emotions just like you and I. Though Jesus, faithfully accepted the call to        
minister to and serve others, when faced with life and death he said, “God, if there 
is any way, let this cup be taken from me.” Most everyone knows how the story 
ends. Though he experienced great anxiety, he ultimately said, it is for this hour I 
have come...and faithfully continue this Journey as strange and unknown as it may 
be (words in italics, mine.) Thankfully he did...through Jesus’ death and resurrection 
we live and have the promise of new and everlasting life. 
 

Though most of us won’t experience the kind of journey that Abraham or Jesus did, 
we share a common thread which is the call to move faithfully on our journey in 
faith, not always knowing or understanding, but simply trusting in God’s guidance 
and the promise that we are not alone. In fact, God has already gone ahead of us. 
 

In a matter of days this church and our family will experience a new dimension to 
our journeys. Though it won’t always be easy and though we might not see every 
bend or bump in the road, God has promised to be with us, so in faithful confidence 
we go! 
 

Kristina & I and the kids cannot thank you enough for the nine years of love and 
support and encouragement to faithfully continue our call. From the bottom of our 
hearts we LOVE YOU and will miss living life  and ministry with you. Yet, you will  
always hold a special place in our hearts. Though we won’t be together in the     
physical sense, you will be in our prayers as God leads you in new and wonderful 
directions. Remember, though our journeys may seem overwhelming at times, they 
are also filled with wonderful surprises and blessings along the way. 
 

Love in Jesus, 
Pastor David, Kristina, Kyleigh, Garrison and Jackson 



April Birthdays 
 

2nd Susan Conaway 
7th Irma Jones 
8th Fern Eskew 

9th Kristina Nordyke 
12th Douglas Schaedler 

21st Shelby Burlison 
22nd Gretta Bolien 
29th Deitra Henry 

29th Charlie Meeks 
 

No April Anniversaries  

 

 March Attendance 

 

              In-Person     FB On-Line 

 

 7          31     152         
14           36       80 
21       42       66 
28               51       55 

 

 March Offering 

 

$12,940.00 

Upcoming Events 
 April 4th Easter: 
 -   9:30 am Breakfast 
 - 10:00 am Easter Egg Hunt 
 - 10:30 am Worship Service 
 April 12th - 6:30 pm Board    

 Meeting 
 April 17th - 7:30 am Men’s   

 Breakfast 

Disciples Christian Church-  We are 
so grateful for your thoughtfulness 
and loyalty to us. 

Search Committee Update 
 

The Search Committee for a new pastor has been 
organized with the following members: Jean Berg 
(466-4230) and Cindy Green (466-7130)              
Co-chairs, Brent Bacon, Stacy Morris, Trish      
Spangler, Debbie Stubbs, and youth representatives Cheyenne Morris 
and Patrick Spangler, and Dennis Thrasher, Board Chair. 
 

An organizational meeting was held on March 15th to review the 
guidelines provided by the Regional/Area Minister. Members           
discussed some of the items that will be needed including a             
Congregational Survey and Congregational Profile Form.  Supply   
ministers must be scheduled to cover Worship Services until an       
Interim or Transitional Minister is hired. A meeting with the             
Regional/Area Minister Christine Chenoweth is scheduled for 
Wednesday,  April 7th. 
 

Committee members have made a significant commitment in            
accepting this appointment and will need congregational support, 
prayers and input. In the near future, you will be asked to participate 
in a self-study designed to help us get a clear picture of how we see 
ourselves and the ministry goals and expectations that we have for 
the future. The search and call process can take from nine to eighteen 
months. Please be patient and trust the process. We will keep you   
informed as we make progress. 

 

Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the 
door will be opened to you.  Matthew 7:7 

Supply Ministers for Interim Period 
 

In the First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), we are asked to fill 
in “Supply Ministry” to help manage the Sunday Worship Services   
until an Interim/Transitional Minister is hired by the Search          
Committee. This can take several weeks. A list of ministers has been 
provided by the Regional Office and we have retained the following 
ministers for the month of April: 
 April 11th - Rev. Bill Skaggs (Monett) is a retired minister of 32 

years in the Disciples of Christ. 
 April 18th - Rev. Al Gritten (Neosho) is a retired minister of 25 

years in the Disciples of Christ. 
 April 25th - Rev. Julie Pappenfort  (Nixa) has been in ministry for 

15 years. 
We urge you to show your support of our visiting ministers over the 
next couple of months. 

The Worship and Membership Committees have planned Easter morning 
events as follows: 

 9:30 AM—Breakfast of biscuits & gravy, coffee, juice & fruit 
10:00 AM—Easter Egg Hunt  
10:30 AM—Resurrection Service  

Please join us as we celebrate 
Christ’s resurrection from the tomb! 

 


