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The Good News ... 

A Breakfast Prayer 
 

A pastor was visiting a men’s breakfast in a rural area. He asked one of the  
older farmers in attendance to say grace.  

 

After all were seated, the old farmer began with, “Lord, I hate buttermilk.”  

 

The pastor opened an eye and wondered where this was going.  

 

Then the farmer loudly proclaimed, “Lord, I hate lard.”  

 

The pastor was beginning to get worried. 

 

However, without missing a beat the farmer prayed on, “And Lord, you know  
I don’t care much for raw white flour.” 

 

The pastor just about had enough of the old farmer’s prayer and was ready to 
step in and take over. 

 

And the farmer continued, “But Lord, when you mix ‘em all together and bake 
‘em up, I do love fresh biscuits. So Lord, when things 
come up we don’t like, when life gets hard, when we 
just don’t understand what you are sayin’ to us, we 
just need to relax and wait ‘til you’re done mixin’. 
‘Cause Lord, I’m sure it will be somethin’ better than           
biscuits. Amen.” 
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First Christian Church What’s INSIDE 

Our Staff: 

Senior Pastor - David Nordyke 

Admin. Asst. -  Sherry Curtis 

Custodian - Jason Thrasher 

 

OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday - Thursday 

8:30 am - 1:00 pm 

Friday - 8:30 am - 12:00 (Noon) 

 
 

Email: fccmtvmo@gmail.com 

Website: www.fccmtvmo.org 

Phone: (417) 466-3345 

Fax: (417) 466-4755 

 April 2019 

The Good  
News ... 

“The one whose wrongdoing is forgiven, whose sin is covered over, is truly 
happy!”--Psalm 32:1  
As we continue our Lenten journey, the Psalmist offers some truly comforting 
words. We remember that Lent is in part a coming to terms with our own      
sinful mortal condition which for most people is rather bleak. It is also a     
journey which reveals a world beyond us also faced with the grim realities of 
sin and depravation, not to mention all the other variables that impact our 
lives. The Good News however is that this is not the final word where Lent is 
concerned. In fact there is hope of better and brighter tomorrows. As the 
Psalmist writes, we can be “truly happy” considering that in Jesus, the Christ, 
our Messiah and Savior, we have received forgiveness of sins and the promise 
of new and eternal life. Through Jesus’ death and resurrection sin has been 
atoned for, canceled out, and “covered over.” The grave has been defeated. 
New life has been freely given. Not only is this encouraging news for the Body 
of Christ, this Good News gives hope to a world of people hurting and longing 
for something more in their life. 
 

Happy In Jesus...Pastor David 

 
 
 

April 14 - Palm Sunday / Youth Sunday 
April 16 - Holy Tuesday 

6:00 pm Lenten Bible Study and Potluck 
April 17 - Holy Wednesday 

5:45 pm Manna time 
6:30 pm Forward Cafe  and Children’s Art Class 

6:45 pm Choir Practice 
April 19 - Good Friday 

8:00 am-1:00 pm “Doing” Good Friday 
12:00 pm-5:00 pm Prayer Vigil 

6:30 pm Worship Service 
April 21 - Easter Sunday 

8:00 am Sonrise Service with breakfast following at 8:30 am 
9:30 am Easter Egg hunt 

10:30 am Resurrection Service 
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2nd Susan Conaway 
6th Pete Just 
7th Irma Jones 
8th Fern Eskew 

9th Kristina Nordyke 
12th Douglas Schaedler 
21st Shelby Burlison 
22nd Gretta Bolien 
29th Deitra Henry 
29th Charlie Meeks 

 
NO APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 
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April Outreach 
Twice a year, FCC sends a donation 
to the Disciples Women formerly 
known as Christian Women’s          

Fellowship, a part of the Disciples of 
Christ Ministries. Not only do these 
women do benevolence work, they 
help women to become who they 
fully are in Christ. They bring their 
voice and energy to help shape the 
future of the church. They offer    
strategic leadership, wisdom,      

counsel, teaching, and preaching. 
They strive to be a community of 
women, gathered together to live 
whole-heartedly, to sharpen,         

challenge, love, 
and inspire 
each other to 
be women that 

love. 
 

Adapt. from      
Disciples Women 

website. 

Youth News 
 

 
 

Creation Quilts 
from scratch-
Mahoney Kids 

 
 
 
 

Photo submitted by  
Karen Millsap 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Pictured: Garrison Nordyke, Kelsey Morris, Jackson Nordyke. 
 

These are just three of the kids that have made or are in the process of 
making quilts. Each block depicts a story each child has chosen from the 
book of Genesis. 
 
 
 

Youth Sunday will be on Palm Sunday April 14. The        
Children and Youth have been practicing two very funny and 
meaningful skits, several moving songs, and a special sticks 
presentation! You won’t want to miss this amazing                  
Easter-themed Youth Sunday.  Plan to come and support our 
Youth! They always do an amazing job as they lead Worship. 

“Doing” Good Friday will be April 19th.  FCC is 
looking for volunteers to sign-up to perform simple 
jobs for those in our church and community. If you or 
someone you know need some light housework,       
yardwork, or other task, please be sure to get signed 
up. The sign-up sheet will be in the Narthex.            
Volunteers will meet at the church at 8:00 am to go  

out into the area to do God’s work. We will meet back at the church for 
lunch at noon.   

Lenten Bible Study  
continues  on         

Tuesdays through 
April 16 at 6:30 pm. 
You can purchase the 
book even if you are 

not participating in the 
Tuesday evening 

study. Sherry has two left in her   
office at a cost of $10.00 each.   

This year’s Easter Lily Fund-raiser will benefit Disciples of Christ Week of 
Compassion for disaster relief. If you wish to donate to this fund-raiser, there is a 
sign-up sheet in the Narthex. There are columns  for donor name(s) and for those 
you wish to designate as “in honor of” or “in memory of”.  
A list of the names will be comprised for all to see. Two large Easter  
lilies will be purchased to be placed at the front of the sanctuary. A  
donation of $10 is suggested. Monies are to be given to Jean Berg  
or Deitra Henry. Deadline for the fund-raiser is Monday,  
April 15th. Thank you in advance for you support of disaster  
relief. 

Registration for Faith Adventures 
Camp is now open. All forms are available in 
the church office. Scholarships are available 
for those who wish to receive one. The     
deadline for the scholarship form is May 
15. The sooner you get the form submitted 
the better your chances are to receive a 
scholarship. For more information, contact the office. 
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Emergency Services for Children- 
Thank you for continuing support 
and for your recent donations! 
Disciples Christian Church-  We 
continue to be very thankful for your 
contribution each month. 
Linda Tucker-  My experience at 
Phillips (Theological Seminary) has 
made me a more confident leader 
and teacher. Thank you for making 
this possible by giving to Phillips. 
Disciples Missions Fund-  Thank 
you for your core support...in         
addition to the special day offerings. 
Your congregation’s regular           
year-round gifts support regions and   
general ministries. 

Board Meeting Highlights 

 

 Mexican Potluck on May 5th 
 Education wing has hail damage 

and may be replaced per insurance 
adjuster 

Upcoming Events 

 

 April 8 - 6:30 pm Board Meeting 
 April 15 - 1:30 pm Women’s  
 Bible Study 
 April 20 - 7:30 am Men’s       

 Breakfast 
 April 14 thru April 21 - Holy 

 Week events on front page 

St. Patrick’s Day Potluck … 
This year, St. Patrick’s Day (March 17) happened to fall on  
Sunday. Keeping in the spirit, the congregants shared a potluck 
lunch following Worship Service. There were over 70 people of 
all ages in attendance and they had wonderful food, laughs, and 
great fellowship with each other. In this ever-changing world, 
when God’s  people come together for a meal, a work day, an 
activity, etc., there is a great time to be had by all. Thank you to 
all that attended and brought food to share. 
 

A Stewardship Letter written by Tom Furgason was mailed to congregants 
on March 15, 2019. If you did not receive one, contact the office and one will be 
sent to you either by US mail or email, your choice.  Your support of FCC allows for 
many outreach projects throughout the community. Thank you for all you do! 
 

The Legend of the Dogwood … 
In Jesus’ time, the Dogwood tree had grown to a large size, much like that of an Oak 
tree. The Dogwood was used to build the cross that Jesus carried and then was 
nailed to die for our sins. This made the Dogwood a sad tree. Jesus, sensing the  
sadness, promised the Dogwood that it never grow large again. It’s branches would 
be small and crooked, which would not make it good for building at all. 
 

Now the Dogwood tree has many traits to remember the promise Jesus made: 

 
 
 

1) The Dogwood flower has four petals that are 
shaped like a cross. 
2) In the middle of the Dogwood flower, there        
appears to be a crown of thorns. 
3) There is a nail indent at the edge of each of the 
petals. 
4) The nail dents are stained with the color of Jesus’ 
blood. 
 
 
 
 

Whether this legend is true or not, it does not take away what Jesus, our Lord and 
Savior, did for each and everyone of us on the cross.  His resurrection is a miracle 
where we still focus energy and love.  
 

As you look at the Dogwood, pray something similar to this one:  

 

Father God, thank you for sending your son, Jesus, and for loving us  
regardless of our sinful ways. Amen. 

Prayer Vigil is scheduled for Friday, April 19th in the Parlor. It will begin at 
12:00 noon and end at 5:00 pm. A sign-up sheet will be 
in the Narthex for those willing to come to the church 
and pray. The time slots are in 1-hour increments. Books  
and literature will be available in the Parlor for your 
guidance and assistance. More than one person may sign
-up in a time slot, i.e., spouses, friends, family members, 
etc., to pray together. Remember, there is power in  
prayer and where two or more are gathered, God will be 
present. 


