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One rainy afternoon Mrs. Murdock was driving along one of the main streets of
town, taking those extra precautions necessary when the roads are wet and slick.
Suddenly, her son Matthew spoke up from his relaxed position in the front seat.
“Mom, I’m thinking on something.”
This announcement usually meant he had been pondering some fast for a while
and was now ready to expound all that his seven-year-old mind had discovered.
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“The rain,” he began, “is like sin. And the
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windshield wipers are like God, wiping our sins
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away.”
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After the chill bumps raced up her arms, she
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was able to respond, “That’s really good,
Matthew.” The her curiosity broke in. How far
would this little boy take this revelation?
So she asked, “Do you notice how the rain keeps on coming? What does that tell
you?”
Matthew didn’t hesitate one moment with his answer. “We keep on sinning and
God just keeps on forgiving us.”
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First Christian Church
A Special Note …
I can’t tell you what it means to Kristina and I and our family to be loved by
each of you as members of your families. As such, First Christian Church
of Mt. Vernon has etched a very special place in our hearts. My ordination
service on April 2nd was evident to the love and kindness and generosity we’ve
experienced. You came together to make this event one that will never be
forgotten and for that we can’t thank you enough.
Before and after the event I heard from many people
how nice and well thought out the building and all the
updates were. Many people commented on how great
all the special music was from the Choir, bell and
piano solo and from the other guest musicians and
vocalists. As for the food...it was Amazing...one lady
said “this is the best hash-brown casserole I’ve ever
had!”
Personally, I am thankful for each of those things as
well as the special gifts of ministry presented by First
Christian Church of Mt. Vernon, Republic and
Branson which included: Presentation of a Robe,
Stole, Chalice and Patten, five Volume Dictionary of
the Bible and Special Plaque. Additionally we are very thankful for the many
wonderful cards and gifts that were given in love and appreciation for our
family and for this accomplishment.
Now, it should be noted that as great as this accomplishment was for me, and as
meaningful as the love and support of my family was, this service was also
about you. First Christian Church of Mt. Vernon once again had an intimate
role to play in the shepherding of one called into ministry. The fact is you’ve
been doing this for the last 150 years. You’ve provided many opportunities for
God to call, and as Bob Hubbard’s ordination sermon reminded us, to qualify
individuals by encouraging experiential service and growth … a learning
laboratory if you will.
Indeed your kindness, encouragement, love, grace and generosity have been and
continue to be defining characteristics in the relationship you’ve cemented with
our family and so many others who’ve been blessed by you just as we have. For
that you can also be very proud of what you’ve accomplished.
God, may you richly bless each of us as we endeavor to live out your call.
In Jesus’ love,
Pastor David
www.fccmtvmo.org
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FCC Youth News …

2nd - Susan Conaway
2nd - Sean Schwendinger
6th - Pete Just
7th - Irma Jones
8th - Fern Eskew
9th - Kristina Nordyke
12th - Douglas Schaedler
20th - Amanda Worsham
21st - Shelby Burlison
22nd - Gretta Bolien
25th - Ed Evatt
29th - Deitra Henry
29th - Charlie Meeks

We are so excited about the upcoming 5th Sunday on April 30th. There
will be an overload of cuteness and very, very hardworking youth. We are
trying some new things that we have not done before and keep your
fingers crossed that all goes well. We would love for you to come and bring
a friend or several friends, especially if they are children.
In addition to preparing for Youth Sunday, several
of the youth have been involved in a weekly Lenten
Bible Study, and on Sunday afternoon April 2nd,
many of the youth participated in Pastor David’s
ordination service by lighting candles, operating the
power-point, and presenting a Stole to Pastor David
on behalf of First Christian Church of Mt. Vernon.
Youth will also be participating in our annual “Doing”
Good Friday day of service from 8:00 am to 1:00
pm. Youth should be at the church no later than
7:45 am. Bring your work gloves and water.

Holy Week Activities:
No Anniversaries this Month

Community
Easter Lay Services
will be held at Covenant
Baptist Church beginning at
7:00 am and concluding at
7:30 am April 10-12. There
will be a different speaker
each morning along with
special music. Refreshments
will be served.




April 9 - Palm Sunday
5:30 pm Final Lenten Bible Study - participants should bring a potluck
snack to share
April 12
5:45 pm Manna Time
6:45 pm Youth Bible Study and Adult Choir Practice



April 14 - Good Friday
8:00 am-1:00 pm “Doing” Good Friday day of service. Meet at the
church at 7:45 am. Bring work gloves and drinks.
12 (noon)-5:00 pm Prayer Vigil
7:00 pm Community Choir Concert in Freistatt



April 15
Holy Saturday
7:30 am Men’s Breakfast
4:00 pm Community Choir Concert in Freistatt



April 16
8:00 am Sonrise Service
8:40 am Breakfast
9:30 am Easter egg hunt
10:30 am Resurrection Service
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EASTER LILIES …
In the past we have encouraged congregants to purchase a lily “in
memory of” or “in honor of” loved ones. The Worship Committee, with the
approval of the church board, is asking that the 2017 fundraising effort be
used to make a donation to the local St. Susanne’s Food Pantry.
If you wish to have your loved one(s) name(s) included in a memorial or
honor list, we are asking you to make a suggested donation in the amount Trivia -- Do you recognize these
of $10.00. The name(s) you designate will be added to the printed list and young people in this photo? This
group of youth helped clean up
your donation will be contributed to the food pantry.
the yard of a current member
along with stacking a lot of
Two large lilies will be purchased for
wood. Be the first to submit the
decorating the front of the sanctuary. A
correct (or most) names to
memorial list will also be prepared with the Sherry in the office by April 12th.
name of donors and those they wish to
You can call 466-3345 or email
her at fccmtvmo@gmail.com.
remember and/or honor.
And if you happen to know
The DEADLINE for donations will be whose yard it is, please submit
your answer for that as well.
Palm Sunday, April 9th. Monies
Good luck!
may be given to Deitra Henry or
Jean Berg. If dropped in the
Upcoming Events:
Sunday offering plate, please
9 - Palm Sunday
designate it for the Lily
14 - Office Closed
Memorial Fund Raiser.
14 - 8:00 am-1:00 pm “Doing”
Good Friday
14 -12:00-5:00 pm Good Friday
A Good Friday Prayer Vigil will be held from 12:00 pm to 5:00 pm on
Prayer Vigil
15 - 7:30 am Men’s Breakfast
Good Friday, April 14th. Jesus, our Savior, endured so much suffering for
16 - Easter Sunday Services (see
us. He took upon himself the burden of our sinful condition, surely we can
give one hour on Good Friday in recognition of the sacrifice. Praying on
Good Friday is an important part of our preparation
for the resurrection of our Lord and Savior. Thank
you to the Prayer Vigil volunteers: Sandy Hunt, Rose
Porter, Gretta Bolien, Ruth Potter, Harriet Cremeen,
Sam Logan and Wayne Wiese.

Woodhaven– Thank you for your
gift and providing opportunities for
Community Choir … Several First Christian Church Choir members are
individuals with developmental
disabilities to socialize, build skills participating in the Community Choir. “Come Walk With Me” is an outstanding
and volunteer in their community.
vocal journey through the life of Christ. There will be two
Emergency Services for Children–
performances at Trinity Lutheran Church in Freistatt with the first
Thank you for your donations.
one on Friday, April 14th at 7:00 pm and the second on
Buddy & Sandy Hunt– Thank you
so much for the card and gift
Saturday, April 15th at 4:00 pm. Please plan to attend one of
certificates! We really appreciated
the presentations to support the members of our church
everything.
family choir.
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17 - 6:30 pm Board Meeting
18 - 1:30 pm Women’s Bible Study

Manna Time will end on April

26th for the summer break. All will
be looking forward to its return in
September.

150th Anniversary Committee’s Free Community Pancake Breakfast...
A community pancake breakfast was held on Saturday, March 18th as one of the community projects the 150th
Anniversary has planned throughout this year. A special project is being done in the community each month to
celebrate our 150th year in Mt. Vernon. The April project, as part of “Doing” Good Friday on April 14th, members
of the church will have a work day in the community, offering their services to help clean up yards, etc. Members
will be meeting at the church at 7:45 am to begin the day at 8:00 am and will end at 1:00 pm. If you or
someone you know needs an extra hand, please call the office at 466-3345. Bring water and gloves!
www.fccmtvmo.org

