| am excited for the opportunity to share all that God did through your efforts
in 2017. All the shoeboxes have been counted and sent off to children in over
100 countries around the world. We are praising God for:

9,360 shoebox gifts from your Area Team (7.5% increase from 2016)
1,161,471 shoebox gifts from the Mid-Atlantic Region
8,878,954 shoebox gifts from the United States

and

There is last year’s news!

Now, it is time to make this year’s news!

We have two opportunities, we are needing project leaders or co-leaders for
in the very near future.

Pit Hit and Run and Jr. Home Run Derby.

These programs would be a great way to meet and interact with the youth in
our community. It targets boys and girlsage 7-1 4 .

The mission team would work with the project leader to make these
programs a success.

If interested call the church or see a member of the mission team.

Peace be with you! Tom Graham, Mission Chair
My contact information is:

Cell: 276-733-5128

Email: graham-tom@aramark.com

ACE formally known as Children’s Church
will also get a new look.
Mary Grace Williams will be the ACE Coordinator.
Also, Amy Spencer will be the Nursery Coordinator.

Volunteers are still needed!

Date Teacher Helper
February 11 Amy Spencer
February 18 Amy Horne
February 25 Kelly Ferguson
March 4 Mary Grace Williams
March 11 Vera Lee Austin Debbie Spencer
March 18
March 25 Mary Grace Williams Amy Horne
April | Amy Horne Mary Grace Williams
April 8
April I5 Vera Lee Austin
April 22 Susan Higginbotham
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Sunday School

where FAITH &LIFE connect

New Young Adult Sunday School class at 9:30 AM!! Bring your kids to
Kickstart and enjoy your own time in the Word! Bronwyn Owen will lead
the Bible study Crazy Love: Overwhelmed by a Relentless God
by Francis Chan

ALL [ NFED
TCDAY 18 A LITTLE

GREAT NEWS FOR OUR COFFEE LOVERS!!
BT OF WATCH FOR OUR NEW COFFEE BAR AND COME
N w€€ee TRY IT OUT!

@ SIP ON YOUR JAVA AND BE FILLED WITH
AND A WHOLE LOT OF JESUS'

Jesus!

o Kick
Stars

Kickstart your Sunday morning with our new high-
energy format during the Sunday School hour at
9:30 AM!! Kids will enjoy fun fellowship, upbeat

videos and music, games and activities.

Every week a lite breakfast will be served.

Hey Teens! Want to be a role model? Set the example?
Make an IMACT?
Join the new
IMPACT Sunday School class just for you
led by Vera Lee Austin at 9:30 AM.

While in class, enjoy the new coffee bar and lite breakfast.

BLUEFIELD FIRST UNITED

. METHODIST CHURCH
200 South College Avenue
Bluefield, VA 24605
Phone: 276-326-1466
E-mail Address: info@bluefieldfumc.org
Website: bluefieldfumc.org
Like us on Facebook
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8 REASONS WHY MOST CHURCHES
DON’T BREAK THE 200 ATTENDANCE MARK (5-8)
5. The governance team micromanages.
If you need permission every time you need to buy paper towels or repaint an
office, you have a governance issue.

Most boards who micromanage do so because that’s where most people simply
default. You need a board that guards the mission and vision and empowers the
team to accomplish it and then gets out of the way.

This post on governance from Jeff Brodie Is Gold.

6. Too many meetings.

I led a church with a grand total of 50 people in attendance. We had 16 elders.
Overall, the church was in evening meetings two to three times a week. Why on
earth would a church that small need to meet that often?

| eventually repurposed most of those meetings to become meetings about vision
and reorganization. We also cut the number of elders down. Now, although we
have a much bigger church, I’'m only out one or two nights a week (and then, mostly
for small group).

If you're going to meet, meet on purpose for the future. Free up your time so you
and your team can accomplish something significant.

7. Too many events and programs that lead nowhere.
Activity does not equal accomplishment. Just because you're busy doesn’t mean
you’'re being effective.

If you check into most small churches (remember, | was there..I’'m not judging, just
being honest), there are a lot of programs that accomplish little and lead nowhere.
Stop them.

Yes, people will be mad. Even have the courage to cut some good programs. Good
is the enemy of great. Then go out and do a few great things.

8. The pastor suffers from a desire to please everybody.

Many pastors | know are people-pleasers by nature. Go see a counselor. Get on
your knees. Do whatever you need to do to get over the fear of disappointing
people.

Courageous leadership is like courageous parenting. Don’t do what your kids want
you to do; do what you believe is best for them in the end. Eventually, many of
them will thank you.

And the rest? Honestly, they’ll probably go to another church that isn’t reaching
many people either.

| realize the diagnosis can sound a little harsh, but we have a pretty deep problem
on our hands. And radical problems demand radical solutions.
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Listen to our interview with Carey Nieuwhof on this article on the ChurchLeaders
Podcast.


http://www.jeffbrodie.com/5-essentials-every-church-constitution-needs-in-the-future/
mailto:graham-tom@aramark.com
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DATE TIME EVENT/MEETIN

1 10:30 a.m. Martha Circle

1 6:00 p.m. Lydia Circle

12 6:30 p.m. Finance Committee

13 6:30 p.m. Mission Team

14 6:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service

18 6:00 p.m. Healing Service at Virginia Ave. UMC
21 7:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast

26 6:30 p.m. Administrative Council

SERVICES

First Light Service 8:30 a.m.

Sunday School (All Ages) 9:30 am.

Worship Service 10:30a.m.

Confirmation Class 6:00 p.m. (Will Meet at 5:00 p.m. on Feb. 18)
Cluster Youth 6:00 p.m.

Adult Handbell Choir Rehearsals—Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.
Chancel Choir Rehearsals—Wednesdays at 7:15 p.m.

Join us for Bible Study on Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. as Pastor Jay leads us in the study of
the Gospel of Matthew. We will learn more about Jesus' messianic purpose, what Jesus
taught about his kingdom and discipleship.

Men’s Breakfast will meet on Wednesday, February 21 at 7:00 a.m.
Devotions: Rev. Jimmy Horn

Bob Clendenen: Head Cook

Reminder to bring canned food for Union Mission.
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¢ In Memory of Virginia Lester, Linda Hash’s Sister

¥ To: General Budget By: John/Cathy Payne

In Memory of Zane Campbell’s Brother and Ron Campbell’s Sister
To: General Budget
By: John/Cathy Payne By: Colleen Page

In Memory of Glen Page
General Budget By: Colleen Page
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In Memory of Eleanor Goldstein, Charlotte Rich’s Sister
General Budget By: John/Cathy Payne
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%: In Memory of Dorothy Crabtree, Mary Kitts’ Sister :t:

%« To: Assistance Fund By: Wayfarers Class :t:
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: In Memory of Richie Childress :t:
To: General Budget By: Larry/Jennifer Mahood j
To: Little David Church By: Chancel Choir
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MEMBERSHIP CARE REPORT
Janice Busic, Chair

| am often asked, “How can | become a member of the Membership Care
Team?” My reply is always the same, “You already are!” Every person who
attends this church has a responsibility to be a caring member who loves his
neighbor. In the Methodist Belief, our doctrinal history says, “The crucial
matter in religion is steadfast love for God and neighbor, empowered by the
redeeming and sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit.”

FEBRUARY BI RTHDAYS AND ANNI VERSARI E Spastor Jay suggested that the Membership Care Team organize a group of lay

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 16 Diane Shott
2 Lane Austin 18 Russell Garrett
3 Daniel Frost 19 Vic Sorrell
4 Chad Goins 21 Robert Wilson Edwards, IV
4 Michael Shroyer 24 Morgan Brewster
4 Lynn Burnette 24 David Hale
9 Jeff Metcalfe 25 Pam Brewster
9 Paul Scott 28 Jerry Hickman
10 Jim Wilkinson
14 Samuel Stowers HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
15 David Kovach I 8 Vic/Linda Sorrell
16 Ricky French 14 John/Betty White

PROFESSIONAL STAFF
Rev. Dr. Jay Ferguson, Pastor micahjin@hotmail.com 865-207-1163
Carolyn Quesenberry, Church Administrator info@bluefieldumc.org 276-617-1943
William Elliott, Music Dir./Organist welliottl@frontier.com 304-320-7265
Jack Goins, Worship Coordinator jackrgoins@hotmail.com 276-722-2133
abhorne91@gmail.com 276-979-6424
wmd342014@gmail.com 276-322-2148
wmds@wvva.net 304-320-7407

Amy Horne, Program Director
Wade Dillon, Custodian

Rev. Dr. Don Scott, Pastor Emeritus

persons to take communion to people who are unable to attend church. The
first group to take communion into the community was the Woolwine Sunday
School Class.

Their responses were overwhelming!

A Alittle outside our comfort zone. This was a humbling and very moving
experience, and was definitely a blessing to us.

A We read scripture, had prayer and came away feeling blessed by the
experience.

A Humbling and worshipful experience.

A To be able to serve it to my fellow church friends was such a blessing and
honor in my life. | felt as if | was actually doing the Lord’s work.

A Both people we served expressed gratitude for our coming and thought
this was a wonderful idea.

A We both participated in serving the communion. We were thanked for
coming and praying them. We were certainly inspired by each we served.

A We read scripture and had prayer then served them communion. This
was a very good experience for both of us, as we have never done this
before. God blessed us for this endeavor.

A We were very pleased and it gave me a wonderful feeling the rest of the
day.
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Prayer Requests
IMMEDIATE NEEDS
Rudy Austin (Vera Lee Austin’s Brother), Chance Bailey, Dennis Bennett,
Becky Betts (Bronwyn Owen’s Mother), Pauline Brown, Stephanie Brown, Ju-
dy Cassady, Betty Candler (Jessi Terry’'s Mother), Anne Cullum, Ulysses Cun-
diff, Blair Deskins (Jean Miller’s Granddaughter), Richard and Patty Dillon,
Richard Dillon Jr., Terri Dodson, Darlene Dolin, Linda Douthat, Jonathan Du,
Doris Englmeier (Patti Wilkinson’s Aunt), Cathy Fuller, Vicki Furrow, Amanda
Griffith, Mable Gum, Matt Hamilton, Pat Hartley, Millie Hartsock, Susan
Hastings, Carrie Hendrick (Gerry Stowers’ Granddaughter), Jerry Hickman &
Family, Skip Honaker, Brenda Horn (Wife of Rev. Jimmy Horn), Owen Howard
(Brownie and Beverly Browning’s Great Grandson), Olivia Johnson, Joe Kess-
ler, Rev. Jim Kestner, Diana Kilber, Gloria Lowery, Rosemary McClanahan,
Mike McReynolds (Wilma Shay’s Brother), George Martin, Roy Mitchem,
Richard Moody, Rachel Mullins, Donna Murray, Barbara Neal, Lynne Phelps,
Johnny Puckett, Patty Ramage, David Shanahan, Cathy Sink, Judy Smith,
Marguerite Smith, Jeanie Starcher, Larry and Karen Stener, Joe Stusto, Doug
Thompson, Will Thompson, Dalia Vidot, Patsy Welch, Betty White, Raymond
Wymer, Christy Zorns (Jean Miller’s Niece)

OUR MILITARY
Ryan Shott, Lucas Graham, Jeremy Woody, Michael Cox , Artem Rich and
those serving our country

LONG TERM ILLNESS

Marie Anderson, Barbara Bailey, Bobbie Bellamy (Margaret Elam’s Sister),
Smokey Blaylock, E. C. Browning, Joe Davidson, Leon Devor, Ethel Earls, Syd
Ellison, Margaret Farmer, Russell Garrett, Tom Hodge (Shelby Clendenen’s
Brother), Mary Martin, Charles Miller (Pam Rose’s Father), Gary Pardue,
Gerrie Porter, Wilma Shay, Roger Shutt (Charlie Thomason's Nephew), Nancy
Trenton, Irma Webb.
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