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Be present, O merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this day and this night, so that we 

who are wearied by the changes and chances of this life  
may rest in your eternal changelessness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

We miss you. We miss your voice, your smile and your presence with us. We miss our church family. And 
right now, our greatest concern is to keep you and your loved ones safe. 

So yes, there’s change everywhere—at our schools, our coffee shops and our churches, including, of course, 
St. John’s. This letter will hopefully inform you about some of the changes you should expect at this time. 

We are able to slowly and cautiously welcome up to 10 ten people per service. We will have two services of 
Eucharist each Sunday: one at 9 a.m. (recorded and with music) and the other at 4 p.m. (no music, not 
recorded), beginning on Sunday, May 31st. However, these first services on May 31st will be restricted to 
Vestry members in order to assure that we are doing all the necessary things to keep you safe. This will be a 
‘dress rehearsal’ so to speak. You also need to know that masks are mandatory when attending a church 
service. 

The following week, Sunday, June 7th, we will be able to welcome additional parishioners, up to 10 people in 
total. (Please note that there are some people who are part of the worship team—me, Alyssa, Tom Bell—and 
we count as part of the ten.) 

However, we are also offering “Drive By Communion” right after the 9 a.m. service on May 31st from 10:15 
a.m. to 10:45 a.m. in front of the church. Once you have finished watching our online service, hop in your 
car with your family, and line up on Market Street with your car on the St. John’s side of the street (facing 
south). Get in line, and as you pull up, roll down the windows of your car and I will administer communion 
to each passenger. Please note: You and your passengers must wear masks or I cannot approach the car. 

If this works, we will offer it again on Sunday June 7th. Once more of us are able to attend, we will no longer 
need to do this, but for now, you can watch the service and receive communion afterward which you just saw 
being consecrated.  

We will not be administering the chalice for the foreseeable future due to safety concerns. 

We not only miss you, we love you. But we want to encourage you to choose safety for yourself and your 
family at all costs. So if you are over 70, have a previous respiratory condition, feel unwell in any way, or live 
with someone who has these risk factors—please stay home! Watch us online, receive Drive By Communion, 
or arrange a time for a brief, outdoor Porch Church at your home, maintaining our social distance of course!! 

Trust that we are doing everything we can to open our doors safely. Trust that we are following the lead of 
people who have studied this virus and have told us how to keep everyone safe. Trust that this will not last 
forever, but the love of God in Christ will last forever, and while our services may change for a while, our 
Savior will not.  

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. Hebrews 13:8 

Be well, stay safe, continue to say your prayers, and please—be patient as we negotiate these times. We are 
being cautious out of loving care for each of you. 

Mother Laurie+ 

May 27, 2020 
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