
 
 

 
 
Jason Petlock       9/01/-- 
Vernie Bradish       9/03/-- 
Kristy Ross       9/03/-- 
Caroline Taylor     9/05/-- 
Lisa Mapes       9/06/-- 
Elizabeth Kilmer   9/09/08 
Lia Fischer       9/13/10 
Elizabeth Hugo     9/21/-- 
Jeremy Soper       9/21/-- 
Eric Eberlin       9/22/-- 
Jay Ross       9/22/-- 
Chelsi Jacoski       9/24/-- 
Julie Gamble       9/24/-- 
Barry Ballard       9/25/-- 
Michelle Wilson    9/26/-- 
Kevin Downs       9/30/-- 
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Jeremy & Amy Soper        9/26/09 
Tiffani & Donny Warner   9/13/08 
Andrew& Kelly Smith       9/13/08 
Diana & Josh Petlock        9/08/07  
Nick & Karyn Ross        9/10/05 
Lisa & Ken Mapes        9/27/03 
Rich & Becky Neiley        9/21/02 
Jackie & David Parfitt        9/09/95 
Bud & Kathie Marvin        9/29/73 
 

WHEN GOD CROSSES OUR PATHS 

     Pastor and martyr Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
wrote, “God will be constantly crossing 
our paths and canceling our plans by 
sending us people with claims and 
petitions.” Last spring, the whole world 
had plans canceled, first by Covid-19 and 
then by God “sending us people with 
claims and petitions.” Some needed 
prayers for healing or for coping with 
grief. Medical staff, teachers, pastors and 
others serving long hours needed 
support: meals, check-in calls, “thinking 
of you” cards. Parents working remotely 
while helping kids with distance-learning 
needed encouragement. Crucial nonprofit 
work still required donations. 
     Pre-pandemic, you may not have 
realized that staying home or wearing a 
face mask could be a ministry. Or that 
sending a card expresses love in Jesus’ 
name. Or that buying takeout from a local 
restaurant can be a gift to the owners. 
When our calendars empty, God “crosses 
our paths” in new ways — both to be with 
us and to nudge us toward others (even if 
virtually, or 6 feet apart!). 

 

A Labor Day Prayer: 

God, this Labor Day weekend, 
I thank you for the work  

to which you have called me 
— at home and beyond. 

May I glorify you in all I do. 

 



              
            
             
 

 

 
 
                          Special 

Dates in September: 

Labor Day, September 7, 2020 

 

 

Patriot Day, September 11, 2020 

The Advisory Committee on Social Witness Policy 

(ACSWP) serves the prophetic 

calling of the whole Presbyterian 

Church (U.S.A.) by providing the 

General Assembly with careful 

studies of pressing moral 

challenges, media for discussion 

and discernment of Christian 

responsibilities, and policy 

recommendations for faithful 

action. 
 

 

National Grandparents Day 

                                   September 13, 2020 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Youth is the gift of nature, but age 

is a work of art.” 

—Stanislaw Jerzy Lec 

 

Christian Education Week    [Sept. 13-19] 
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WITNESSES AT WORK 

It is at work more than at church that the real moral — and 
immoral — decisions are being rendered about the health of 
our planet, our bodies, our children, our very souls.  
 
Work is the adult arena for spiritual decision-making, 
whether we are talking about the waste our species spews 
into the earth, or the violence and titillating sex that 
dominates our television programming, or the inane 
political issues that get raised to fever pitch in order to 
drown out the real issues. It is in our work ... that the moral 
issues of our lives play out. And ... it is in our work that 
spirituality itself will be redeemed.  

—Matthew Fox, Confessions  

 
ONE ALL-IMPORTANT WORD 

Sometimes one word makes all the difference. In 
John 14:16, when Jesus promises the disciples 
that God will send the Holy Spirit, he doesn’t say 
“the” Helper or “a” Helper but “another” Helper. 
For there to be “another” of something, we must 
already be familiar with a first of that thing. Jesus 
has been, for the disciples, their first Helper. They 
already “know him for he dwells with [them]” 
(verse 17, ESV). 
 
When my infant son was to start full-time daycare, 
the transition went quite smoothly. That’s because 
his “new” caregiver wasn’t new at all: She was 
Grandma! The sense that my son would be in the 
hands of another family member he already knew 
eased the handoff for Mama and baby alike. 
 
Not all parents have access to that type of 
situation, but the caregiving arrangement Jesus 
provided his disciples is available to all. Even 
when Jesus is no longer physically with us, 
another who loves us just as much — another we 
already know and whose truth we’ve seen in Jesus 
— is here. We’re in good hands.  

—Heidi Mann 
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Our Christian Education leaders, Shannon Lord and 

Amy Soper will show us the way!    

Go to our church web site [wyalusingpc.org]  to register.   

 
 

Tuesday Night  Bible Study 

 

              GREAT NEWS!!!   

Our Tuesday Night Bible Study will start up again on 

September 15 at 6:30.   We will meet in person in the 

Choir Room (or Social Room if we need to distance). 

 If you are interested but wary of health precautions, we 

will arrange to ZOOM the Bible study, and you can join 

us online. Just let Barry know so he can make the proper 

arrangements.  We will study Hebrews, beginning with 

an introduction and chapter 1. Everyone is welcome to 

join us.  

 

 

September 15 – October 15, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 
September 22, 2020 

 
 

 

TIME FOR A POP QUIZ! 

Tests don’t end once you finish school. Churchgoers 
of all ages can regularly conduct these quick 
assessments: 

• The worship test: Do I faithfully attend 
worship services and Bible studies?  

• The weather test: Am I a “fair weather” 
Christian? Do conditions that wouldn’t 
keep me from work keep me from 
church?  

• The work test: Am I willing to put my 
talents to use for my church? Can the 
congregation count on me to help 
however possible, or am I too busy 
elsewhere? 

• The wallet test: Do I regularly contribute 
or tithe? Am I giving my “first fruits” to 
God so the church can conduct his work? 



Our Mission Team leaders,  Elders Rachel Sznaider 

and Heather Wickwire, tell us the Noisy Can 

Collections  will go Camp Lackawanna. 

The first Sunday of each month we leave the Hunger 

Basket at the Greeters table in the front hall – all cash 

donations will go to Towanda Area Christian Outreach 

(TACO).  Throughout the year WPC will continue to 

support our local charities: Hezekiah’s Hands,  Helping 

Hands Food Pantry,  Endless Mountains Pregnancy Care 

Center, Grace Connection and  the Wyalusing Youth 

Group.  Our mission work assets two men & their 

families who grew up in our church: Cam Smith – now 

at Carson-Newman University and David Howard  in 

Papua New Guinea [check out the bulletin board in the 

Sigler Hall to read the  most recent postings  from Rev. 

Cameron Smith & RUF  and  the Howard family & 

Wycliffe Bible Translations .] 

 

 

… to Pat Brown for the lovely gladiolas on our 

communion table  August 23! 

 ... to all the helpers with the live-screening of the 

Sunday worship services:  Jedd Johnson, Joanne 

Reinhart, Sue Kilmer and Josh Stoddard!!! 

Crazy times, but we try to keep the 

music “Close to Thee” for the 

whole congregation whatever the 

service may be or who is making the music!’      
Many thanks to Tonya Boatman for her talents at the 

keyboard while Diana has been undergoing radiation 

treatments [so far Soooooo good]       AND thanks to 

Katherine White for the terrific piano duet [ American 

folk song  ‘Shenandoah’] with Diana on August 23.   

 

               
 
               
              … from the DEACONS BENCH 

                               Colleen Brown, Sue Fenton,  Alyssa McCarty 
                                 Karen Bond, Julie Gamble, Carman Eberlin, 
Amy Eberl;in, Kelly White, Mckenna Mapes and Sara Petlock  

We canceled our August meeting, because a lot of 

deacons were unable to make it.  Our September 

meeting is scheduled for Sept. 20th after that 

morning's service. (We meet the third Sunday of 

each month)   The September Deacon in charge of 

Ushers/Greeters is Amy Eberlin.  

In July, the Deacons hosted their Sundae Sunday on 

the 19th. We had to do it a bit differently this year, 

because of Covid and ended up serving the 

individual cups of ice cream. 

Our current bank balance is $624.  We received a 

$100 donation on May 31st and another $100 

donation on July 5th.  These were anonymous 

donations and we would like the donors to know we 

greatly appreciate their support! 

With the current pandemic and the need for social 

distance, the Deacons haven't been able to conduct 

as many home visits as we would like. We have 

been very busy with sending cards throughout the 

summer to our shut-ins, members of our church that 

have welcomed new babies into their families as 

well as get well and sympathy cards. 

Please remember to reach out to the Deacons at any 

time if you know someone who cannot leave their 

home due to an illness or someone who has recently 

undergone a medical procedure and we would love 

to check on them and send a card or make a phone 

call. We also like to know of any upcoming special 

events for anyone that we could reach out to. Also, 

if an address has changed or if you know someone 

has moved, please keep us posted with that 

information.  

Anyone is welcome to contact me via 

kellycolewhite@gmail.com or by phone at 570-721-

6038 (this is our new home number). 

Thank you,  Deacon Kelly White  

Next meeting is scheduled for September 20. 

 

 

Flexibility is becoming a more 
and more important value. As 

school starts up again after a 

difficult ending last spring and a 

summer of juggling plans and 

strategies, flexibility is vital. Not 

only is school different than it 

used to be, so is business, work, shopping, going to the 

GOD’S SURPRISES        Don’t assume that God will 

always work in your life the way he always has. A sunset is 
proof that God colors outside the lines. He has no status 
quo. Even the laws of nature are his to interrupt. As many 
times as you’ve prayed before, today may be the day when 
God sends the answer so swiftly — so divinely — that you’re 
windburned.                                                          ―Beth Moore 

mailto:kellycolewhite@gmail.com


post office, travel, and everything else in American life. 

It is important to stay flexible as the changes will 

undoubtedly keep on coming.  

In the Bible, the Apostle Paul demonstrates flexibility. 

When Paul visited the city of Athens—a Greek city 

known for its abundance of philosophies and religious 

pluralism—he had to adapt his mission to effectively 

communicate the gospel of Jesus Christ. Usually, when 

Paul visited a city, he sought out the local Jewish 

synagogue first. However, in Athens, he made his way 

through the city streets, noticing the many statues and 

shrines to many different gods and goddesses. Finally, 

he noticed a state to “the unknown god.” The Athenians 

wanted to cover all their religious basis. Paul seized 

upon this apparent openness to adapt his gospel message 

to a wider audience in this situation.  

When he began his presentation among the philosophers 

at the Areopagus, Paul contextualized his message. 

Instead of starting from Old Testament Scriptures, as 

with a primarily Jewish audience, Paul started with the 

religious pluralism of the city, and focused on that statue 

to the unknown god. He proceeded to tell them about 

that “unknown god,” declaring that He is the Maker of 

Heaven and Earth from whom came the Savior of the 

World, Jesus. Paul even quoted some Greek 

philosophers to lend credibility to his message. Some 

believed. Some wanted to hear more about Paul’s ideas. 

Overall, Paul demonstrated flexibility in presenting the 

gospel to an audience with which he had little in 

common.  

The Christian life requires flexibility, too. Not only do 

we need to adapt to the changes brought about by 

COVID-19, we need to adapt to a changing world and 

culture. When new people come into our church, we who 

are regulars ought to welcome them warmly, and include 

them any way we can. When church family members 

stay home to stay healthy, we adapt our Sunday services, 

educational ministries, and our ministries of care and 

compassion to accommodate. This coming Sunday 

School year will necessitate flexibility and adaptive 

change to effectively communicate the gospel, Bible 

teaching, and training in discipleship. The core stays the 

same—Jesus Christ, the Son of God, crucified and risen 

for the forgiveness of sins and our eternal life. The 

means by which we communicate this message requires 

flexibility in this time of change.  

 

It is noteworthy that this core message has not only 

survived but thrived throughout history’s changes. 

Christianity survived the Roman Empire, Byzantium, the 

Ottoman Empire, the Dark Ages, the Renaissance, the 

Protestant Reformation, the Age of Reason, Modernism, 

Postmodernism, and whatever we are in right now. The 

gospel continues to reach people in some of the most 

unlikely places in this world. The methods of 

communication and they ways Christians survive must 

be flexible, but the truth of the gospel is the same.  

So, as we enter this new season with all its changes, let’s 

stay flexible as a church family. Let us work together to 

adapt and adjust.  Let us keep praying for our teachers 

and leaders in the church, in the school system, and in 

the community. Pray for our church family near and far.  

And may we keep working on new and effective ways to 

communicate the truth of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  

 
 

 

 
 

+ Christian Symbol +                                     

 

  Cross Crosslet—This cross is formed of four 
smaller Latin crosses joined at their 
overlapping bases. The cross as a whole 
represents the spreading of the gospel to the 
four corners of the earth. This cross is often 
used in connection with missions. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALL WORKERS ARE ESSENTIAL 

The concept of vocation, Latin for “to call,” 
previously referred only to a calling to church 
work. But then Martin Luther emphasized the 
importance — and even sanctity — of all types of 
labors. The reformer pointed out that “God 
doesn’t need our good works, but our 
neighbor does.” 

RJ Grunewald, in a blog post titled “God Makes 
Pizza,” describes how this looks today: “God is 
busy about his work in the midst of your work 
whether you realize it or not. The laundry, the 
spreadsheets, the phone calls and the cups of 
coffee are all deeply spiritual because God is at 
work in the world. He is serving your family, your 
coworkers and your community through the work 
you do. God is at work providing ‘daily bread’ 
through the work that you do, no matter what 
that work is.” 

 


