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From the Manse...
... in Burnfoot.
I hope that you have had a good summer, whether in being away on holiday or staying at
home and having people visit you.
The gospel of Mark is completely different from the other three gospels.lt is quite
short. It does not have explanations in the gospel. It has no announcement about the birth
of Jesus, but goes from John the baptist's preaching, to the baptism of Jesus, to temptation in
wilderness, to preaching good news, and then calling the first disciples. There is not the
same sticking to a timeline which is present in some of the other gospels.
I find it very interesting that Mark's gospel is understood to be the words of Peter shared
with the younger Mark. This brings an interesting slant to what we might see Peter as —
someone who concentrated on the important things and did not need a lot of extra detail.
I find it interesting to see that people flocked out from the towns to hear John the baptist
preach, and they repented at his message. Interesting that John pointed not to himself but
the one who was to come and baptise with fire and the Holy Spirit. It is interesting that
heaven was opened at Jesus' baptism, and we see the first appreciation of the Trinity in this
gospel, and that the Spirit like a dove, alighted and remained on Jesus.
I find it interesting too that in the words of Jesus, people still had to accept that the
Kingdom of God was near and repent. Repent! To enter the Kingdom of God you have to
repent! Might not be a fashionable thing to say these days, but Jesus said it, and if every
other part of our lives are governed by the things Jesus said and the things Jesus did, then
'repent' ought not to be lost from our vocabulary.
I find it interesting that Simon Peter, and Andrew, and James and John, left their fathers'
business and followed Jesus upon the invitation extended to them to "...follow me..." and did
they really know what making fishers of men meant?
What is the most interesting thing about the gospel to you? You do not need to be confined
to Mark. In any of the gospels, what is the most interesting thing to you?
I guess mine is that the God of the universe enabled Christ Jesus to come into the world to
redeem me, and therefore invites me into a relationship with Him — a relationship not of
slave, nor even of servant, but of friend.
A quick word about the vacancy procedure. The Nomination Committee are continuing to
seek for a minister, and by the time you get this, we will have had informal discussions with
two different ministers. Obviously, I cannot say anything else. Nor can members of the Nom
Corn, so be patient, and while not asking them awkward questions, use your words to bless
them, and to give them wisdom and discernment as we continue on this journey.
I hope that that is encouraging to you, even just a little bit. When more information
becomes available I will let you know.
Bless you,
Charles

Interim Moderator

Polar explorers
Well it happened! This year's Holiday Club, Polar Explorers,

was held from Monday 8th to Friday 12th August, with a
special Holiday Club service on Sunday August 14th.
As usual, the club was based around a Scripture Union
package of materials especially planned for Holiday Clubs.
This year we made full use of the Scripture Union DVD,
which featured CBeebies presenter Gemma Hunt and an
adorable Husky Dog puppet called Blizz. Our own
storyteller, Jo,reinforced each day's story, which featured a
cast of characters from the book of Acts. We looked at how
they took part in God's Great Expedition and considered
how the children could choose to do the same.
Songs, games, snacks and crafts also linked into the themes. And this year the drama was
back! The Ice Adventure was a great favourite with the children (and those on the Team who
got to watch...) Massive thanks for all who overcame their nerves to make this drama
possible.
Over the months leading up to Holiday Club I used this magazine to make various requests
for prayer and resources. I would like to thank everyone who responded to these. We can
give thanks that we were indeed provided with all we needed, that we had a lot of fun, and
that the numbers of children attending held steady this year — with over 50 registered in
total and forty-something attending on any given day, which is in line with last year's
figures.
Once again we were blessed with a large and enthusiastic Team, with folk from both our
congregations. Plus Nathanael, who returned early from holiday to take a full part in the
week. Others also took part sacrificially, using annual leave, coming in to help even though
they were newly bereaved, or going straight on to work and other commitments after
Holiday Club mornings. And for others the roles they played at Holiday Club really pushed
their physical limits. I can't thank you all enough.
I am also really grateful for the support given to us by the Holiday Club Prayer Team, who
prayed for us each day, whether at home, at work or on holiday, receiving daily updates and
prayer requests. On Thursday morning an urgent prayer request went out to them, after one
child went home feeling sick and another actually vomited in the crush hall. We had visions
of children (and Team?) succumbing like dominos — would we even have enough people to
hold a Holiday Club on the Friday? I am pleased to report that prayers were answered —
because as far as I know no-one else got sick, and even the two children who had been sent
home on Thursday were back at Holiday Club raring to go on Friday!
After all the months of planning I actually really enjoyed the Holiday Club week itself. But on
Friday, after the Polar Explorers lunch for families and friends, Katie and I had to tear
ourselves away from the rest of the Team, as it was my parents' Golden Wedding
anniversary. That also meant we weren't there for the service on Sunday, which I gather was
a great success. I wish I could've seen the drama, heard Carol recap the week's events and
watched Pat and the children doing the actions while the band, led by Helen, played the
Holiday Club songs. I am sure the service was ably led by the SMOP worship group, and I hear
that Rob preached a marvellous message.

So I really wish I could have been at the Holiday Club service, but at the same time I'm glad I
wasn't. Why? Because it just goes to show that running the Holiday Club is a Team thing. It
doesn't depend on any one person. It happens because so many people make themselves
available to play their different parts in God's Great Expedition. Indeed, this article would get
awful tong if I took time to thank everyone who has given of their time, talents or material
possessions — in so many different ways — to make Polar Explorers happen. I hope you all
know who you are ... thank you so much.

Gwen
P.S. We are planning to get a small group together after the 9:30 service on September 11th
to look back on Polar Explorers, trying to identify what worked well this year, and what
might be improved and how for next year, etc. If you would like to be part of this review
group please let me know.

Guild
The Guild begins its new session on Wednesday 21st September, meeting in the Church
Lounge for 2.30pm.
Our new theme for the session will be Go in Joy, and at this meeting we'll start to look at
what the theme means, and will dedicate ourselves to go in joy in God's
name, both individually and through the Guild.
You are invited to come in joy to this or any other meeting, and we hope
(guarantee?) that you'll leave in the same state — or possibly even more
joyful than you arrived!
Please contact Lesley on 01835 86 44 88 or Mairhi on 01450 218519 if we
could help by arranging a lift to/from the meeting — we would love to!
Our next meeting is provisionally scheduled for Wednesday 19th October; however the dates
for the new syllabus wilt be confirmed at the opening meeting, and then published on the
Crush Hall noticeboard and in October's magazine.
Remember — You are invited! No strings.

Lesley Donaldson

Borders Street Pastors
Street Pastors will be coming to Hawick. Here's a flavour of what has been in happening in
Galashiels.
Volunteers from Borders Street Pastors have been out on the streets of Galashiels on a
Saturday night since early June, caring, listening and helping those out and also those
working in the night-time economy.
A typical night involves us meeting at Trinity Church in Galashiels at 10.30pm to get

organised and most importantly, to pray. We go out around 11.00pm and patrol the town
centre streets, Interchange and Station until around 3.45am, having a break back at Trinity in
between.
Flip flops are the order of the day later at nigh; young ladies sometimes take their heels off
and walk in bare feet. The offer of a pair of flip flops is always welcomed, and can save a trip
to A&E if they walk on broken glass or worse. Bottled water is also a much welcomed relief
to folk who have been drinking, and lollypops are given out by the dozen. The lollypop acts
as an icebreaker and has led to many conversations.
And it is perhaps these conversations where Street Pastors come into their own. Not
everyone is celebrating and sometimes we have found that people are just wanting to talk
about a situation that is affecting them. We have also had a number of spiritual
conversations.
After being available for when the crowds come out of the nightclubs at 3.00am, we
normally finish around 3.45am with a debrief and also to give prayers of thanks.
Street Pastors is a fantastic way of sharing Christ's love on the streets of the Borders, and as
we took towards training teams for Hawick, we would ask that folk who may be interested,
contact us. Why not come out as an observer to see how it works; because it does work, and
as one of our Street Pastors said, "...I've never had so many hugs in my life...!" We are also
looking for Prayer Pastors; folk that will come and pray with us before we go onto the
streets, and be available from home to pray into situations.
Street Pastors can be contacted at borders@streetpastors.org.uk .
Duncan Cameron
(Coordinator)

Breathing space
Lord in the quietness
reach out and hold me.
Draw me gently into your peace.
And in the loving silence at your heart,
attune my ears
to hear the sounds I never listen to.

The harmony that lies in you,
the discords in the world you've put me in,
The laughter and the tears
in other people's lives.
Make me more sensitive to others' need.
Sometimes, I hear the words
that others speak,
but fail to grasp their meaning.
Help me to hear the worry
hidden in a throw- away remark,
the fear wrapped in a joke,
the insecurity behind unbending dogmatism.
Let me identify the cry for help
so casually expressed.
Help me to listen more,
and think, and think ,
before I speak,
and then to think again.
And ,Lord, teach me
to hear sincerity
in those who see and say things
in a different way.
Give me grace
not to condemn or criticise,
but first to search for common ground,
and grasp the things
that draw us all together,
not concentrate on what holds us apart.
Help me to take the richness
of another's thought,
and hold it,
precious as my own.
Above all, may I hear
the gentle echoes of your love ,
reflected all around me.
Give me joy
of listening to your voice,
the quiet rustle as your arms enfold me.

'Sumer Breeze' from Breaking the Rules by Eddie Askew.(Bible Reading Mathew1:10-16)

Prayer meeting
Continues to meet every Wednesday 5.30-6.30pm when there are sufficient numbers. Note
that there will be no prayer meeting on Wednesday 14th September.

Evelyn

Radical Reflections
on Roberton?

First, let me start by saying I am probably speaking out of turn with this article! I am not on
the Kirk Session, nor do I have any expertise or involvement in maintaining our church
buildings. I am just a church member and this article is just my thoughts.
However I was shocked to read, in a previous issue of this magazine, that the closure of
Roberton Kirk has been proposed. This beautiful little church, like so many other country
churches across the land, stands as proud testament that our faith is not dead. How else can
anyone explain the continued presence of churches in communities that cannot support a
shop, a pub, or even a primary school? I for one would hate to see Roberton Kirk sold off for
conversion to a dwelling house.
Nevertheless, with just four services a year, is this building really earning its keep? Looking at
Scotland as a whole some people are talking about the church being in decline, and saying
that the Church of Scotland should take practical steps to manage that. But let's not be
under any illusions, decline is absolutely not the reality worldwide! In this age, as in any
other, Christ's Church is ever increasing. So don't let's fall into the trap of believing in and
managing boring "decline" in this parish, let's pray instead for exciting growth and ask God
how he wants us to be part of that.
But what can we do? How can we reach out to folk within our community and invite them
into our churches? Maybe we need to start by looking at the needs in our community and
considering how our churches, and we ourselves, might be used in meeting those needs. One
idea that has occurred to me is that I suspect there are young couples within our community
— some with children — who would like to get married, but don't think they can afford to
do so (and I KNOW that there are those in Hawick who have got themselves heavily in debt
in order to pay for their wedding). Perhaps there is something we could do about this...

Can you imagine a more picturesque wedding venue than Roberton Kirk? With the Foreman
Hall so handily placed as a potential reception venue... I can just see it decked out in bunting,
streamers and balloons on a summer's day, with little bridesmaids and pageboys tumbling
out of the trees outside. A wedding at Roberton Kirk needn't cost a fortune. There are
excellent local businesses that provide wedding services that we could point some couples
towards, depending on their budget. But for those who just cannot afford professional
services could we as a congregation offer more? Might we be able to use our time, talents
and material possessions to meet a need within our community in this way?
Do we have folk who could dust off the pews at Roberton?
Do we have folks who could arrange flowers for wedding services, and maybe
even make up bridal bouquets?
• Do we have someone with a decent camera and a good eye for a photo?
• Do we have someone who maybe drives a smart silver or white car, or a classic
car, or even a horse and carriage?
• Do we have folk who could make trays of sandwiches, if the budget didn't
stretch to caterers?
• Do we have someone with a talent for cake decorating?
• Do we have anyone who might be interested in running a marriage preparation
course?
Of course that last point, regarding a marriage preparation course, might be something that
a minister would wish to offer before marrying a couple. And that brings us to the thought
that in order to offer church weddings we would probably need a minister who was keen to
see weddings as an opportunity for outreach. We don't yet know who our next minister will
be, or what their vision might be for the ministry here. Perhaps they will have their own
ideas about how best we could use Roberton Kirk. But please can we not progress the
closure of Roberton Kirk any further before we have had a chance to find out?
•
•

Gwen

Harvest time
Our harvest services will take place on Sunday 2nd October 2016. There will be a united
service in Teviot at 11.00 am and an evening service in Roberton at 6.00 pm.
There will be our usual Charity collection at both harvest services. The recipient is to be
discussed at the Kirk Session meeting on 6th September.
Following the service in Roberton, there will be a Harvest Supper organised by the
Gardeners' Forum. This will be held as usual in the Foreman Hall. The menu will consist of
chicken and mushroom pie served with vegetables followed by toffee pudding with toffee
sauce. There will be a vegetarian option available but this will need to be booked in
advance. Supper will be served after the service at approximately 7.00pm.
Tickets are priced at £6. Please advise Pat Sutherland if you would like tickets before Friday
23rd September.

it is with great sadness of heart that I write you this letter in the early hours of this morning
from my quiet time room.
On the virtual eve of my departure for a four nations preaching tour of the United Kingdom
to preach the undiluted Gospel of Jesus Christ, I have come under the most severe attack and
resistance I have ever experienced in my life since becoming a Christian in 1979. Starting in
the beloved home country of my dearest father and mother, Bonnie Scotland. I am so
pleased that the old Scottish blacksmith and his dear old wife are no longer alive-both safe
in the arms of Jesus now.
Effectively the gay rights movement have banned me from preaching the gospel in their
town called Galashiels situated in the Scottish borders. The Sanhedrin (governing body) have
put such huge pressure on the young pastor who invited me, that he has been forced to
cancel the proposed Gospel event. This action has now spread across the Irish sea to the
beautiful Emerald Isle and there is uproar taking place as I write this letter to get me banned
from preaching the Gospel there as welt. I am accused of being homophobe and many other
unsavoury things, but all I am doing and still intend to do in Great Britain is to preach the
undiluted Word of God, 'the Bible', in its entirety not compromising one word. It is because I
love people and do not want them to perish and go to a lost eternity. We read in John 17:17,
"Sanctify them by the truth, your Word is truth." That is all I have ever done and ever will do.
I love homosexuals and I love lesbians, but I cannot condone their way of living and their
lifestyle, because it is contrary to the teaching of God's Holy Word.
Please pray for me, and my family and loved ones, our team and very especially the team of
gallant soldiers of the cross who are boldly withstanding the full onslaught of the powers of
darkness at this very moment in the United Kingdom and Ireland. 1 John 4:4.
In conclusion, it is so heart wrenching for me as a born African, who is simply attempting to
take the Word of God back to the very country that brought it to Africa so many years ago,
and at great price. Those missionaries taught us well and taught us to be Bible believing
Christians, and they taught us that the Word of God is Sovereign and must never be
tampered with or changed. By His grace I shall return to my roots, taking with me the very
same Gospel that was brought out to us in Africa by the early missionaries, who brought the
Good News with much love, blood sweat and tears, at the cost of their very own lives. I am
trusting that I shall at last be afforded the opportunity to share God's Holy Word with a
dying world.
Acts18:9-10.
"Do not be afraid but speak, and do not be silent; for I am with you, and no one will attack
you to hurt you; for I have many people in this city."
The verse Jesus gave me in 1989 when I was called to preach the Gospel.
Your servant, Angus Buchan.

Special services
activities and events
Services:
Kirk session meetings: Tuesday 6th September 2016 at 7.00 pm in the Lounge. Also, Tuesday
8th November 2016 at 7.00 pm.
Harvest Services: These will take place on Sunday 2nd October 2016. United Service in Teviot
at 11 am. Evening Service in Roberton at 6 pm.
Prayer meetings: Wednesdays at 5.30pm in Teviot Church lounge.There is no meeting
scheduled for Wednesday 14th September. Contact evelyn or Kerry for details.
Rock Solid: Friday 2nd September, 7.30pm.
Teens group: Upstairs on 18th and 25th September.

Duty rota
For September: Team A, Mr Mason
For October: Team B, Mr Welch
Church contacts
Interim Moderator: Rev Charles Finnie (373181) charles.finnie@gmail.com
Session Clerk: Pat Sutherland (375150) rasutherland@tiscali.co.uk
Safeguarding Officer: Mary Walker (372549)
Treasurer: Ron Smith (374216) rhs@ellistrin.com
Doorkeeper: Eileen Glendinning (374775)
Magazine Editor: Jo Maybury (375750) joannemaybury@goog lemail.com

Wyalusing Youth Group Visit,
June 2016
St Mary's and Old, together with the congregation of Teviot Church, were privileged to act as
hosts to a group of three adults and seven teenagers from Wyalusing, Pennsylvania, who
visited us for ten days in June of this year.
This was the third youth group to visit us since our link with the Wyalusing Presbyterian
church began in 1999. It was also the largest, and arranging host families and putting
together a programme was something of a challenge for the Link Group Committee.
Thanks to generous financial donations from some of the members of our linked churches, a
successful soup and pudding lunch, and a coffee morning prior to the visit, sufficient funds
were raised to cover the costs of the visit.
Visits ranged geographically from the Mull of Galloway in the south to Edinburgh in the
north, and the use of a hired mini-bus for most of the visit proved to be invaluable in
conveying the group around. We're grateful to Gordon Jackson, Cavers and Kirkton, for his
role as driver. However, on one of the days the bus was abandoned at Galashiels for a trip on
the new Borders Railway, much to the group's enjoyment. (Wyalusing doesn't have a railway
either!)
Perhaps the highlight of the visit, certainly for the younger element of the group, was a visit
to Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry, (Alnwick Castle for those not "into" Harry
Potter!). Emily, Mckenzie, Rachel and Cari excelled in their mastery of broomstick riding!
On a more serious note (no pun intended), the group's singing in church and elsewhere
during their visit proved to be captivating and inspirational.
Lots more could be added to the list of events, but one other needs to be mentioned and
that is a surprise meeting with Bill and Lorna Taylor in Edinburgh. Bill was the minister who
initiated the link all those years ago. It was pointed out that one or two of the group hadn't
even been born then.
Grateful thanks goes to all those who contributed in any way to making the visit so
successful. Remember, the same invitation is extended by the Wyalusing church to all the
members of our congregations. Think about it!

Bob Mitchell

from Angus Buchan
You may have heard of an evangelistic meeting organised by Hope Church, Tweedbank, that
was to take place recently in the Volunteer Hall, Galashiels and which was cancelled by Live
Borders. The invited speaker was Angus Buchan. Here are Angus' thoughts on those events
which he published on his website.

