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From the Manse…
Pastoral Letter May 2018
Last May, the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland very encouragingly issued
a call to prayer to the church in the light of all the challenges we face. We
responded as a congregation to that call by holding a series of short prayer
meetings over the period from Ascension Day to Pentecost, tying in with the
excellent initiative called Thy Kingdom Come which was begun by the Church of
England and has become a global movement of prayer. At its heart was an
invitation to “Christians around the world to pray between Ascension and Pentecost
for more people to come to know Jesus Christ.”
This year the General Assembly, when it meets later in May, while not issuing a
general call to prayer, will be announcing plans for a further National Day of Prayer
on 3rd November, focussing on the life and missional work of the church.
We plan however once again this year to focus on prayer between Ascension Day
(Thursday 10th May) and Pentecost (Sunday 20th May). There will be a short
meeting each day at diﬀerent times using the Thy Kingdom Come resources. These
can be found at www.thykingdomcome.global.
The meetings will each last half an hour and will be in the Teviot Lounge. There will
be no pressure to pray out loud if you don’t wish to and there will be opportunities
given to pray in silence. We will close each session by saying the Lord’s Prayer
together which is appropriate given the Thy Kingdom Come theme.
We look forward to many of us gathering to pray together. Do come along if and
when you can. There is no more important work than prayer.
Your friend and minister

Alistair Cook
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Holiday Club 2018

Monday 13th – Friday 17th August 2018
10am – 12 noon for P1-7
The setting for Teambuilders is the Teviot Tigers Sports Club and the venue will be
the Club stadium. We have a good team of coaches and assistant coaches and are
now looking to recruit lots of ‘players’ to join us for the week! Registration forms
are now available. Please take some and give them to children in your own
extended family or perhaps children of friends and neighbours.
At Teambuilders the children will encounter people from both the Old and New
Testament (Joseph, Moses, Esther, the disciples, Paul) whose lives illustrate what it
means to work together. These stories will help the children focus on the value of
teamwork and they will be able to discover how they can become part of Jesus’
Team.
Our cra" ‘coaches’ have been hard at work and the cra"s for each day have been
prototyped! We don’t really need to collect any ‘junk’ materials this year—sorry to
those looking for an excuse to eat Pringles!—but there will be some things that will
need to be bought if you would like to contribute towards that. The annual ‘cutting
out’ event will take place on Sunday 24th June a!er the 9.30am service at Teviot.
Please come along to that and help with the preparations—tea/coﬀee and scones
supplied! We also need a hand with some painting (unskilled) to create our stadium
‘crowd’. If you are willing to help with this please speak to Sheila and we can
arrange a convenient time.
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Sheila Cook

Megamix
Despite being in the middle of the holidays we had a good number of children at
our mini Megamix Easter Special on Thursday 12th April. This was just a morning
session from 10.00am-12.00 but we managed to pack in many diﬀerent activities.
There were lots of running about games in the big hall which are always good fun.
We had two Thought for the Day sessions. The first focussed on the crucifixion, the
second on the resurrection and both included songs, prayer, a short DVD, a quiz and

a cra". The picture shows our ‘jammy dodger’
resurrection scene! Before we knew it, time had
gone and a"er a very quick Easter egg hunt in the
church it was home time.
The next Megamix is on Friday 4th May (an inservice day) from 9.00am-3.00pm. All primary aged
children are welcome.
If Megamix is something you would like to be
involved with please speak to me anytime.
Sheila Cook
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The Guild
The topic for our April meeting was Love and Marriage. Beginning
with the first marriage—Adam and Eve—our readings looked at how
human marriage mirrors the church’s marriage to Christ, and some
thoughts on how love is lived out. The fun part of the a"ernoon—
aside from the collapse of the very crumbly wedding cake!—was
looking at photographs and albums of our own weddings and
significant weddings we’d attended. One member even shared photographs of her
honeymoon … in very windy weather.
Our next meeting will include our AGM, and will be held on Wednesday 9th May.
This will be our final meeting on the Theme Go in Love, completing the Guild’s
current three-year strategy Go in Peace, Go in Joy, Go in Love. All are welcome.
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Lesley Donaldson

Hawick High School
High School prayer group
Members of Hawick churches and school staﬀ met in the High
School on Monday 30th April to pray for the school.
Esther Bailey of SU began the meeting by reading from
Hebrews 12:1-14, which likens the Christian life to running a
race, and our prayers were structured on this passage.
We are in the race together—so we prayed for staﬀ and pupils, parents and others,
remembering especially those staﬀ whose health is suﬀering, both absent and
working on.

We should travel light—so we prayed for God’s forgiveness and grace for anyone
who has done wrong in any way, and for pupils with major issues weighing them
down.
It’s a marathon, not a sprint—and we prayed for pupils who are now sitting SQA
exams, for their studying and preparation.
We should keep our eyes on Jesus—and we prayed for courage for Christian pupils
and staﬀ to stand firm in their faith and be willing to speak about it; we prayed too
that Jesus’ name be respected and honoured.
We should not give up—so we prayed for the Holy Spirit to help those in trouble—
lonely, afraid, worried about the future or indeed the present—and for those who
support them.
We should live in peace with everyone—so we prayed for a sense of unity within
the school, for an understanding that staﬀ, pupils, management are all on the same
side, that the school might function like a choir—all singing their diﬀerent parts in
harmony.
And from verse 28 of the same passage, we should oﬀer God acceptable worship—
so we finished by thanking God for the signs of success, harmony and commitment
which can be seen in Hawick High School, and praising him for his constant
presence and the work of his Spirit.
So ended a harmonious and upli"ing hour.
The next meeting will be held on Thursday 21st June, at 4.00 pm; it would be
encouraging to see again the larger numbers of church members who took part in
the initial meeting.
These meetings take place in Room D8 (Mrs Raﬃer’s classroom in the Religion and
Philosophy department). If you don’t know where this is—or you do know where it
is but don’t know how to get there from the main entrance, which is more common
in the maze of HHS—wait at the main entrance and you’ll be found and brought
safely to the fold.
Lesley Donaldson
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Breathing space
A Reflection On Prayer, Part 1
Last year the website Thy Kingdom Come (www.thykingdomcome.global)became
available to us. Also we had a challenge posed at the General Assembly which
inspired some of us in Teviot. The challenge was to ask congregations to meet for
prayer between Ascension Thursday and Pentecost. We met at various times during
this period which showed an increase in the numbers that normally attend Teviot

Prayer Group. This was encouraging as we moved ahead with a new phase in the
life of our church.
Why? Where? When?
As believers we are referred to in John1 :12:
"as many received him. to them he gave the power to become the sons of God. even
that believe on his Name."
Acts 6:2-4 warns us against being so busy doing practical tasks within the church
that we overlook the most important roles:
"But we will give ourselves continually to prayer. and to the ministry of the word."
This year some people have commented within the church and outside, that some
opportunities for prayer are out of their comfort area. I really appreciate these
conversations and openness around the topic of prayer and find it encouraging. In
some instances individuals may be feeling self-conscious about praying out loud in
public, or equally they may feel awkward about praying silently in a gathering of
people when the majority pray out loud. It may be that we think that we have to
use certain words or that we need to be fluent in our use of vocabulary. We can
pray privately, or together particularly in church, or as individuals within a group,
whether we remain silent or not.
Whatever the situation some of the most important points are surely:
"And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy might.” Deuteronomy 6:5
"As for me, I will call upon God ; and the Lord shall save me. Evening, and morning, and
at noon, I will pray, and cry aloud.” Psalm 55:16,17
"Pray without ceasing.” 1 Thessalonians 5: 17
This simply means talk to God about everything and at anytime.
Prayer is conversation with our Father as part of our commitment through faith and
is the most important part of our relationship with God. Our faith will be
strengthened by our closeness to Him and this will enable the church family to
grow.
"Draw near to God and He will draw near to you". James 4:8
Evelyn McAulay
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Thy kingdom come
Together with Christians all over the world we will be praying through the ten days
between Ascension Day and Pentecost.
On each of these days people from Teviot and SMOP will gather together in the
Teviot lounge for a half hour of prayer. Everyone is welcome to all, or one, or
whichever sessions fit into your routine. Pray silently in the group, or pray aloud.
Gwen has been organising a rota and if anyone feels they would like to lead a
prayer time please contact her (370487). There is no designated format; each leader
will help us pray through the themes of Thy kingdom come and Come, Holy Spirit using
prompts, silence, quiet reflections. Last year we lit candles and knotted ribbons as
part of our prayer time. Our focus will be to pray the themes of Thy kingdom come
and Come, Holy Spirit for ourselves and our friends and families, for our church family,
for Hawick, our nation and the world.
The proposed dates are:
Thursday 10th May, 7.00pm
Friday 11th May, 7.30pm
Saturday 12th May, 9.00am
Sunday 13th May, 12.15pm (following second service)
Monday 14th May, 6.30pm
Tuesday 15th May, morning (time to be confirmed)
Wednesday 16th May, a"ernoon (time to be confirmed)
Thursday 17th May, 7.00pm
Friday 18th May, 7.30pm
Saturday 19th May, a"ernoon (time to be confirmed)
Sunday 20th May, 12.30pm (following second service and refreshments!)
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Jo Maybury

Crosstalk @ Drumlanrig
Crosstalk is a group for P5-7’s, which meets in Drumlanrig St Cuthbert’s Primary
School on a Thursday at lunchtime. It is run under the umbrella of Scripture Union to
reach out to young people with the good news of Jesus.
Our JESUS NEWS series is going well with a break for the Easter Holidays. Each
week we have a newspaper headline which is a clue to a story about Jesus.

So far our headlines have been:
• Fishermen follow Jesus! Jesus calls the first
disciples.

JESUS NEWS

• Man picks up bed and walks! Jesus heals a
paralysed man…and much more.

Fishermen
follow

• Tax collector hands back money! Zacchaeus’ life is
turned around a"er meeting with Jesus.

Jesus!

• 5000 fed with boy’s packed lunch! Jesus does
something amazing with five loaves and two
fish.
• Jesus is dead! The events of Palm Sunday through to Good Friday.
• Jesus is alive!! The joy of Easter Sunday.
Please pray that:
• the children will keep coming to the meetings until we finish on 31st May. (This is a
busy term in the school, especially for the P7’s).
• the six or seven children from the group who are going on the Borders Primary
weekend away at Scoughall near North Berwick will have a great experience. (This
is run by Scripture Union and organized by Esther Bailey)
• many of the children will come along to the Holiday Club in August.
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Sheila Cook

World Day of Prayer
The postponed World Day of Prayer service took
place on the a"ernoon of Friday 13th April. Warmly
welcomed by the ladies of Hawick Congregational
Church, we took part in a thought-provoking service
written by the women of Suriname.
The theme was All God’s Creation is Very Good, and our
worship was enriched by a visual presentation of the
people, landscape and nature of Suriname, which
displayed throughout the hymns, prayers and
readings. Jennifer Miller gave the keynote address on
the theme of cultivating and guarding God’s
creation.
The hymns included All creatures of our God and King;
For the fruits of all creation, thanks be to God; and

How great thou art; ending of course with The day thou gavest. Before
the final hymn, we all joined in this pledge:
“We commit ourselves to finding in our daily lives eﬀective ways to
express our care, and to make our government, communities,
churches and families accountable for protecting the earth for
future generations.”
Amen!
Lesley Donaldson
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The news that doesn’t reach
‘The News’!
From the Barnabas Prayer Sheet, April 2018
Sudan
Masked attackers murdered a church pastor in Darfur, western Sudan, along with his
wife and two daughters in the early hours of 2nd March 2018. The six attackers
forced their way into Pastor Stephen Toms
Aburs house shortly a"er 1.00am,
assembled the family in the living room and
demanded Pastor Stephen explain why he
had not heeded their warnings to stop
preaching. In response, Pastor Stephen
started telling them about Jesus. They then
beat him and tried to force him to violate
his daughters, Rachel and Priscilla. He
refused. “They then began by killing the
girls, then their mother and finally the
pastor himself.” As Stephen watched the
brutal murder of his family, he sang
‘Hallelujah, Hosanna’, a song loved in the
churches of Darfur. A young boy who
worked for the family — who only escaped
death by hiding in the ceiling of the house
— witnessed the murders. A"er killing Pastor Stephen and his family, the attackers
set fire to the church, where hundreds of Christian converts were sleeping; they
have been disowned by their Muslim families and have nowhere else to go.
Although some were seriously hurt, none died, which Barnabas Fund’s contact
describes as a moment of divine intervention.

Pray for the family and congregation of Stephen, Beatrice, Rachel and Priscilla. Ask
that they will be comforted in their time of loss, but also encouraged by the
assurance that, having persevered under trial and stood the test, Pastor Stephen
and his family have received the crown of life the Lord has promised to those who
love him. Give thanks that none of the Christian converts sheltering in the church
were killed in the fire, but pray for those who were injured, especially the 28 who
are still in hospital at the time of writing.
More information can be found on the website www.barnabasfund.org
Sheila Cook
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Christian Aid Week
There are devotional booklets with bible readings available at the church door. They
start from 10th May and cover 11 days. If you wish to donate to Christian Aid, please
take an envelope and return it in the oﬀering plate.
Christian Aid Week 13th to 19th May
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Special services
activities and events
Prayer meetings: Thursdays at 7.00pm in Teviot Church lounge. All welcome.
Bible studies: Tuesdays at 7.00pm or Thursdays a"ernoons. If you are interested,
please contact Pat Sutherland.
Vocations information Day 2018: Want to serve God? Saturday 9th June, Dunblane.
For more information see poster in Crush Hall or contact Pat Sutherland
Teens: Sunday May 20th.
Rock Solid reunion: On Friday 1st June there will be a special Rock Solid reunion
meeting. All Rock Solid members, child or adult, past or present, most welcome!
Holiday Club cutting out event: Sunday 24th June at Teviot a"er the 9.30am service.
Lunch @ SMOP: Friday 25th May and Friday 29th June, 12.00-1.00pm at St Mary’s
church hall, Buccleuch Road.

Church contacts
Minister: Rev Alistair Cook, The Manse, 4 Heronhill Close, Hawick TD9 9RA (378175, 07802 616352).
Day oﬀ Mondays, except for emergencies.
Session Clerk: Pat Sutherland (375150) rasutherland@tiscali.co.uk
Safeguarding Oﬃcer: Mary Walker (372549)
Treasurer: Ron Smith (374216) rhs@ellistrin.com Please make all cheques payable to: Hawick Teviot
& Roberton Parish Church
Doorkeeper: Eileen Glendinning (374775)
Magazine Editor: Jo Maybury (375750) joannemaybury@googlemail.com
Church website: http://www.smop-tero.org.uk
Church Facebook page: @SMOPTERO (under the name “St Mary’s & Old Parish Church linked with
Teviot & Roberton Parish Church”)

Finding the new magazine diﬃcult to read?
Contact Jo Maybury on 01450 375750 or 07977 565097 to let her know. A larger
print version can be made available to you.

St Mary’s & Old Parish Church linked with Teviot and Roberton Parish Church

Service

Teviot

6th May

United service

11am

Cafe style service

6pm

13th May

Morning worship

11am

9.30am

God’s power at work in
Acts
Acts 1

20th May

Morning worship
Pentecost Sunday

11am

9.30am

God's power at work in
Acts
Acts 2:1-21

27th May

Morning worship

11am

9.30am

3rd June

United service

Cafe style service
10th June

SMOP

Theme

Date

R’ton

Wives and husbands
Ephesians 5:21-33

11am

God’s power at work in
Acts
Acts 2:22-41

6pm

Children and parents
Ephesians 6:1-4

South grouping
service

11am at Savers or Trinity
(tbc)

17th June United communion
service

11am

Roberton
communion

3pm

24th June

Morning worship
(All age prizegiving
service at SMOP)

9.30am

1st Aug

United service

11am

Evening
communion service

God’s power at work in
Acts
Acts 2:42-47

11am

(note later time)
God’s power at work in
Acts
Acts 3:1-10
God’s power at work in
Acts
Acts 3:11-26

6pm
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