
 

 

 

 
 
Tanya Carr  10/01/-- 
Kathie Marvin  10/03/-- 
George Hugo  10/05/-- 
Katherine White 10/07/06 
Sheridan McHenry 10/07/-- 
Tiana Miller  10/10/-- 
Eli Wayman  10/10/10
 
Cari McCarty  10/11/01 
Jackson Fischer 10/12/08 
Lynsey Marvin 10/13/-- 
Bryn Zionkowski 10/14/03  
Clayton Petlock 10/15/04 
Maureen Downs 10/17/-- 
Cody Nowland  10/17/01  
Gavin Ross  10/18/10 
Jake Minturn  10/20/-- 
Kylie Pickett  10/21/07 
Gwen McMicken 10/22/-- 
Nick Ross  10/23/-- 
Riley Welles  10/25/14 
Bobbie Jean Bennett  10/27/-- 
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OCTOBER  2020 

Linda & Gary Neiley         10/05/74 
Debi & Robert Cook         10/08/83 
Doug & Amy Eberlin          10/21/89 
Barry & Karen Ballard         10/11/92 
Richard & Michelle Wilson 10/27/01 
Alicia & John McAdam       10/26/14 
 

JUST BE — AND BE STILL 

Various versions of the following 
sentiment are posted online: “I am a 
human being, not a human doing. It’s 
okay to just be sometimes.” Many of us 
get anxious if we think we’re not doing 
enough, but peace activist Thich Nhat 
Hanh insists it’s not a waste of time to 
just be: “To be alive, to be peaceful, to 
be joyful, to be loving … is what the 
world needs most.” 

During the pandemic, when people 
were urged to stay home to slow the 
virus’ spread, we had to think hard 
about how to continue being the 
church while limited in what we could 
go out and “do.” Yet church leaders 
reminded us that we were actually 
loving our neighbors by staying home 
— by being less active.  

It’s sometimes okay — ideal, even — to 
just be. In quieting our bodies, minds 
and hearts, we may find ourselves 
more often in prayer, more aware of 
God’s presence and more nourished 
for when the time is right to again take 
up more active forms of ministry, 
peacemaking and love. “In quietness 
and trust is your strength” (Isaiah 

30:15, NIV).                      —Heidi Mann 

 

Learning from autumn leaves        Every fall, 

I marvel at the beautiful leaves, studying the 
intricate shapes and God’s creative, colorful 
displays. Despite its deterioration, the foliage 
reveals splendor — mere months after bursting 
out in spring and providing summer shade. 
     I often think I’m like an autumn leaf. Through 
many seasons, God has transformed me from a 
self-absorbed person to one who trusts his 
steadfast promises. Winter is approaching for me 
too. Yet the Holy Spirit keeps molding me to reflect 
God’s goodness and beauty. During the autumn of 
my life, I pray that God helps me embrace 
changing seasons while reflecting his love and 
light to all.                                 —MaryAnn Sundby 



 

 

 

                
            
          
 
 
 

 

                          

OCTOBER is  

      Pastor Appreciation 

Month! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

                                                                  

 

        

                    October 4, 2020 

 

 
HOLY MYSTERIES 
Dwell in the wonder of these two gifts of God: that God 
made us in his very image (Genesis 1:26), and then — 
“much more”! — that Christ came to earth as a human 
being (Philippians 2:7).  

Ponder and savor how poet John Donne (1572-1631) 
describes these mysteries: 

“’Twas much, that man was made like God before, 
But, that God should be made like man, much more.” 

 
 

It’s our anniversary!  
October 4 marks the 24th 

anniversary of the Ballard family 

in Wyalusing. We love it here! 

Wyalusing has become our home, 

as we have lived here longer than 

any other place we have lived. 

That includes Karen’s years in CA 

growing up, my years in NC 

growing up, Kirstyn’s 1 year in OH, and Wesley’s 0 

years anywhere else. Of course, Kirstyn and Wes are 

looking elsewhere to eventually launch their music and 

performance careers, but up until now, Wyalusing has 

been home.  

A big part of our longevity in Wyalusing and at WPC is 

the hospitality you have shown us. It continues to be a 

gracious hospitality. You have welcomed us into your 

lives as spiritual leaders in the community, pastors in the 

church, and friends in your homes. The gracious part 

comes into play in that you have certainly overlooked 

and forgiven many of our shortcomings and missteps 

along the way. We really appreciate that.  

I believe gracious hospitality is one reason WPC has 

continued to be a lively and thriving church in these last 

few months. Community is an easily marked strength at 

WPC. People feel welcome here. Children are welcome 

in all our gatherings from Worship to social events to 

Young Adult meetings and more. People new to our 

fellowship have been extended the hand of hospitality. It 

has been pointed out to me (and I have observed this, 

too) that when a new person shows up in Worship, 

people make a point of speaking to them and letting 

them know we are glad to have them. The gracious part 

comes in again when we welcome people even if we 

A LESSON IN APPRECIATION 

During a church anniversary celebration, a pastor 
overheard a group discussing various congregational 
leaders over the years. Her ears perked up when an older 
member said, “Whenever someone asks which of our 
pastors I liked best, my answer is always, ‘The one we 
have at any given time is my favorite.’” 

What a relief for the pastor to hear — and what a great 
lesson for Pastor Appreciation Month. God sends each 
shepherd to us with a specific set of spiritual gifts and 
then works through those gifts to bless us.  
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know little about them. This kind of hospitality is truly a 

good thing, especially in these times when so many 

churches are not currently gathering in person.  

I think that this gracious hospitality is part of the 

church’s role and responsibility in the Wyalusing 

community. It is a way that we shine the light of Christ 

around here. With the new online presence through 

WPC WorshipLive, that sense of hospitality and 

community reaches just a little bit further, and we stand 

a chance of shining the light of Christ to more people in 

more places. The church is like an outpost of the 

kingdom of God. Combined with our grounding in a 

solid foundation of Scripture, WPC’s gracious outreach 

helps people experience and know God’s love through 

Jesus Christ.  

So, let us keep it up. Let us thank God for welcoming us 

into His family through our common faith in Christ. Let 

us continue to be a welcoming church with gracious 

hospitality. Let us continue to see ourselves as an 

outpost of God’s kingdom, reaching out to those lost in 

darkness, and shining the light of Christ as a beacon to 

help them find their way to Him.  

As for the Ballard’s, we hope to stay for a while. 

Thanks.   

 

Tuesday Night  Bible Study                                                                                   

       October 6,13, 20 and 27 

 

GREAT NEWS!!! 

Our Tuesday Night Bible Study meets weekly at 6:30. 

We will meet in person in the Choir Room (or Social 

Room if we need to distance). If you are interested but 

wary of health precautions, we can arrange to ZOOM the 

Bible study, and you can join us online. Just let Barry 

know so he can make the proper arrangements. We are 

studying Hebrews. Everyone is welcome to join us.  

         
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

…. musical musings… No matter what, the music 

just keeps coming! Praise the Lord! 

A big thank you to Tonya Boatman for her talent at the 

keyboard on September 6 while Diana had a wonderful 

trip to visit with her sons. 

  Thanks to Mckenna Mapes for a lovely piano solo on 

September 20.   

AND how about those kids of ours!!!! It was great to 

hear their delightful voices again – They certainly put 

the “Joy… Down in Our Heart(s)” on September 27 

thanks to Rachel Sznaider’s  cheerful guidance!  

We’ll be hearing from the Sunday School children 

again on the 4th Sunday of each month  

 

“Nothing [is] more 

truly artistic 

than to love people.” 

                                  —Vincent Van Gogh 

Dear Church,  

Thanks for getting ne camp bag.  

                                Noah Kilmer 

                                                                      

 
  Dear Church Family, 

  Thanks for being very kind and     

   buying all the kids at church  

   a camp bag! 

                                      Liz KIlmer 

+ Christian Symbol +                               

  
PLOW — This farming implement is mentioned 

frequently in the Bible, often in conjunction with verses 
about the harvest. The act of plowing symbolizes 

preparing the heart to receive God’s truth, or the “seed” 
of God’s word. The plow also represents commitment; 
Jesus says, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and 

looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God” (Luke 

9:62, NIV). In the Old Testament, the prophet Elisha 
burns his plow to show his commitment to answer 

God’s call   (see 1 Kings 19:21). 

 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/v/vincentvan383837.html


 

 

   SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2020 

 

 

 

A Prayer for Guidance in Stewardship: 

Jesus, you told the Pharisees to 
“give … to God what is God’s” (Matthew 22:21, NIV). 

Show me how to give my whole self to you, 
for I am yours.   Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can submit  

A source of hope   
                                                                                                         September 18, 2020 by Cynthia Campbell 

It’s fall. It’s time for stewardship. It’s unlike any other time any of us can remember. 

Most preachers are going to be asking how we preach stewardship in the midst of a 

pandemic AND in the midst of continuing calls for racial equity and justice AND in the 

midst of widespread political and economic uncertainty. 

And yet, what better time to focus on the goodness of God? Our stewardship is rooted in 

God’s generosity. We are stewards of the gifts of our lives, of the planet entrusted to our 

care, of the mysteries of God, and of each other. These things are always true, but they 

need repeating in times of crisis so that they become our source of hope. 

 

 

…from Elder Ryan R. Ross, our Stewardship 

Team Leader… (570) 336-6236 

“Most people overestimate what they 
can do in one year and underestimate 

what they can do in ten years.” 
                                                                    Bill Gates 

 

…watch for pledge cards in 

our Sunday bulletins! 



 

 

 

Sunday, October 18, 2020 

The Trustees invite you to stay after the worship 

service on the 18th and enjoy the fellowship of your 

friends.   Lunch will be provided AND we can all work 

together to clean and get the church building ready for 

winter. 

             “Start by doing what’s necessary; 

then do what’s possible; 

and suddenly 

you’re doing the impossible.” 
                                                                                          —Unknown 

 

           … from the DEACONS 
BENCH 

                            Colleen Brown, Sue Fenton,  Alyssa McCarty 
                             Karen Bond, Julie Gamble, Carman Eberlin, 
                                              Amy Eberl;in, Kelly White,  
                                        Mckenna Mapes  and Sara Petlock  
 

Our October meeting will be October 18th  after 

that morning's service. (We meet the third Sunday 

of each month)   

 The October Deacon in charge of Ushers/Greeters 

is Sue Fenton.  

Deacons serving communion on Sunday , October 4 

are Kelly White and Mckenna Mapes. 

.Please remember to reach out to the Deacons at any 

time if you know someone who cannot leave their 

home due to an illness or someone who has recently 

undergone a medical procedure and we would love 

to check on them and send a card or make a phone 

call. We also like to know of any upcoming special 

events for anyone that we could reach out to.  

Also, if an address has changed or if you know 

someone has moved, please keep us posted with 

that information.  

Anyone is welcome to contact me via 

kellycolewhite@gmail.com or by phone at 570-721-

6038 (this is our new home number).    Thank you,  
Deacon Kelly White  

 

Our Mission Team leaders,  Elders Rachel Sznaider 

and Heather Wickwire, tell us the Noisy Can 

Collections  will go Camp Lackawanna. 

The first Sunday of each month we leave the Hunger 

Basket at the Greeters table in the front hall – all cash 

donations will go to Towanda Area Christian Outreach 

(TACO).  Throughout the year WPC will continue to 

support our local charities: Hezekiah’s Hands,  Helping 

Hands Food Pantry,  Endless Mountains Pregnancy Care 

Center, Grace Connection and  the Wyalusing Youth 

Group.  Our mission work assets two men & their 

families who grew up in our church: Cam Smith – now 

at Carson-Newman University and David Howard  in 

Papua New Guinea [check out the bulletin board in the 

Sigler Hall to read the  most recent postings  from Rev. 

Cameron Smith & RUF  and  the Howard family & 

Wycliffe Bible Translations .] 

 

PEACE & GLOBAL WITNESS 

Peace at all times in all ways.                                          
               2 Thessalonians 3:16 

We join in this Offering because 

it is boundless peace that God offers. 

❖ Our peace & Global Witness Offering joins 

Presbyterians together as active peace makers  

 

❖ Enabling the church to promise the peace of 

Christ by addressing systems of injustice  

❖ In our own communities and across the world.   

Please give generously! 

WHEN WE ALL DO A LITTLE, IT ADDS UP TO A LOT! 

mailto:kellycolewhite@gmail.com
https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/


 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OUR SESSION INVITES  
                        ALL FAMILIES TO ENJOY  

 

October 24, 2020 

2 – 5 p.m. 

at Grovedale Winery 

 

 

Sheldon Funeral Homes sponsors  a special seminar 

& support group for those coping with the loss of a loved 

ones    Pastor Dick Camp has been conducting this 

nationally recognized program (GriefShare) for years in 

our community and has helped many persevere through 

the difficult time  this group is completely free to you.    

The program runs for 13 weeks and will be held each 

Thursday (excluding holidays) beginning October 1st.  

Each session will be held via a Zoom meeting and 

consist of a video & group discussion opportunity 

beginning at 7:00 p.m.  If you are unable to join online 

there is a way to attend through a voice phone call.  Each 

week covers a different topic, so if you miss a session, 

you will be able to pick back up the following week with 

a new topic.     We truly hope you or anyone in your 

family can join us, as we a so happy to be able to offer 

this grogram to our community .  Please fee free to 

contact past Dick Camp at 570-869-1998 or Pat Zeidner 

at 570-746-3976 to get the information you need to able 

able to join the Zoom meeting.  If you have any 

questions or if you would like more information about 

GriefShare, please reach out .  Sincerely,  
                                              Gabriel B. Sheldon 

LOVED FOR WHO WE ARE 

When I was a child, my parents loved me not because 
I was good but because I was … their child. I loved 

them, and I wanted to please them, but their love of 
me did not have to be earned. 

 
Neither does the love of God. We are loved because 

we are his children, because we are. If we feel that we 
ought to be loved because it is our due, or because we 
deserve it, the less we will truly feel the need of God’s 
love; the less implicit will be our trust; the less we will 

cry out, Abba! 
—Madeleine L’Engle, Walking on Water 

 



 

 

  MEN’S BREAKFAST 

  OCTOBER  25, 2020   8 A.M. 

           
 

            8:00 a.m.  
   September 24, 2017 

             
 

 

 

 
                                                             

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

October 25, 2020 
 

 
      KAREN BOND is telling us to look ahead!  

The Session has agreed to go ahead with our      

       THANKSGIVING DINNER. 

 

 It will be held on Sunday November 15th 
immediately after worship.   

 Sign up sheets will be distributed 
October  18th 

 Takeout dinners will be available for 
those who don’t want to dine in .   

Monetary donations will be gratefully accepted. 

REFORMATION DAY  OCTOBER 31, 2020 
According to Philip Melanchthon, 31 October 1517 was the 

day German monk Martin Luther nailed his Ninety-five 
Theses on the door of the All Saints' 

Church in Wittenberg, Electorate of Saxony in the Holy 
Roman Empire. Historians and other experts on the subject 

argue that Luther may have chosen All Hallows' Eve on 
purpose to get the attention of common people, although that 

has never been proved. Available data suggest that 31 
October was the day when Luther sent his work to Albert of 

Brandenburg, the Archbishop of Mainz. This has been 
verified; nowadays, it is regarded as the start of the 

Reformation alongside the unconfirmed nailing of the Ninety-
five Theses /grievances to All Saints' Church's door on the 

same date.   The holiday is a significant one for 
both Lutheran and Calvinist Churches, although other 

Protestant communities also tend to commemorate the day. 
The Roman Catholic Church recognized it only recently, and 
often sends its official representatives in ecumenical spirit to 

various commemoration events held by Protestants. It is 
lawfully and officially recognized in some 

states of Germany and sovereign countries 
of Slovenia and Chile. In addition, countries 

like Switzerland and Austria provide specifics in laws 
pertaining to Protestant churches, while not officially 

proclaiming it a nationwide holiday. 
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A FIXER-UPPER 

Imagine yourself as a living house. God comes in to rebuild that house. At first, 
perhaps, you can understand what he is doing. He is getting the drains right and 
stopping the leaks in the roof and so on; you knew that those jobs needed doing and so 
you are not surprised. But presently he starts knocking the house about in a way that 
hurts abominably and does not seem to make any sense. What on earth is he up to?  

The explanation is that he is building quite a different house from the one you thought 
of — throwing out a new wing here, putting on an extra floor there, running up towers, 



 

 

making courtyards. You thought you 
were being made into a decent little 
cottage: but he is building a palace. He 
intends to come and live in it himself. 

―C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity 


