
 
 
Colleen Brown  11/02/-- 
Ryan Ross  11/03/-- 
Cheryl Ann Howard 11/05/-- 
Kirstin McCarty 11/07/-- 
David A.Hindman 11/10/-- 
Jean Reinhart  11/11/-- 
Gary Neiley  11/11/-- 
Laedyn McHenry 11/13/09 
Jackie Parfitt  11/13/-- 
Jeff Hindman  11/14/-- 
Anna Joy Petlock 11/18/14 
Aislyn Collins  11/21/10 
Beth Brown  11/22/-- 
Betty Neiley  11/22/-- 
Jared Zionkowski 11/23/99 
Becky Neiley  11/23/-- 
Grayson Cogswell 11/25/13 
Aaron Carr  11/25/05 
Shannon Lord  11/25/-- 
Travis Eberlin  11/27/-- 
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Barb & George Hugo         11/06/82 
Larry & Sandy Wentovich 11/12/83 
Doug & Beth Brown        11/11/96 

 

                                                            A MEANINGFUL MONTH 

Consumerism can prevent us from 
noticing needs, writes Walter 
Brueggemann (The Prophetic 

Imagination). A culture steeped in 
materialism and greed can “block out 
the cries of the denied ones … so that 

no one discerns misery alive in the 
heart of God.” 

 In November, we celebrate 
Thanksgiving, Christ the King Sunday 
and the start of Advent. What does it 
mean that Christ is our King? How can 
we truly give God thanks and prepare 
for Jesus’ coming? It’s a good time to 
ponder what hurts God’s heart — and 
how we can help.  
If someone is lonely, perhaps we can 
invite them to Thanksgiving dinner. If 
we sense inequality saddening God, we 
might advocate for fair policies.  
If God is in pain because some of his 
children have too little, we can share our 
resources. In so doing, we welcome 
Christ the King among us, and give him 
meaningful thanks.  

—Heidi Mann 
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on November 1 

 

 NOVEMBER 1 is   

 

 
                SURREPTITIOUS SAINTS 

      One of the most gracious dispensations of God  
     concerning his saints is their lovely    
         unawareness of sanctity.  
The nearer they move to him,  
       the more conscious are they of sin.  
If it were impossible at times not to note  
       their own growth in grace, 
            it were impossible also to forget 
                 that it was all by his power.  
If they could be persuaded 
       to admit their progress and talk of it at all,  
            the language of their heart  
                 would be this:  
          “If God could do this in me,  
                      he could do it in anyone.”  
                                                  —W.E. Sangster 
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   IS TUESDAY 

            NOVEMBER 3, 2020 

                            

NOVEMBER 6               WORLD   

                     COMMUNITY DAY                          

“The thankful receiver bears a plentiful harvest. ” –                        

                                                                                     William Blake                                                                             

“Miss no single opportunity of making some                                                                 

   small sacrifice, here by a smiling look, there by    

     a kindly word; always doing the smallest right  

          and doing it all for love.”          - St Therese of Lisieux  

  “I would maintain that thanks are the highest form of    
         thought, and that gratitude is happiness  
              doubled by wonder.”            —G.K. Chesterton 

 

mailto:wpchurch@ptd.net


 Tuesday Night s -  Bible Study  

Our Bible Study in Hebrews continues through November. 

If you have not attended, but you are still interested, you are 

welcome to join us any Tuesday evening at 6:30. 

 

VETERANS DAY, November 11, 2020 

 
 

BEYOND HEROISM 

           At a recent anti-racism protest, Black participant 
Patrick Hutchinson saw a white counter-protester fall. 
Fearing for the injured man’s life, Hutchinson hoisted 
him over his shoulder and carried him through the 
crowd to seek  help.    Hutchinson was called a hero but 
says he just wanted to do the right thing. 
According to Jesus, the right thing is to “love your 

enemies [and] do good to those who hate you” (Luke 

6:27). It’s easy to love and be kind to our friends and 

people with similar beliefs. But when someone shows 

kindness to a member of an opposing group, we 

witness more than a hero; we see Jesus’ love in action. 

                        

        
  An eccentric blind man nicknamed Joybubbles reportedly  

   loved Mr. Rogers so much he listened to 10 hours of the TV show  

  daily until he’d heard them all. One night, when Joybubbles was in  

  a kind of awake dream state, he said Mr. Rogers visited him and  

          offered to teach him how to pray.     Joybubbles protested that  

    he couldn’t pray because he always forgot the words. To which 

       Mr. Rogers said not to worry; the prayer he’d teach had only  

           three words. “What kind of prayer has only three words?”       

                                        Joybubbles asked. 

 

                                 “Thank you, God,”                                                                                                                                                                                           

.                                 Mr. Rogers replied. 
   

—   
—  

adapted from The Wired Word 

 
 

 

 

 

The Nominating Committee is working away at finding 

church officers for the Class of 2023. There is a need for 

two elders to serve on Session, Deacons, and at least 1 

Trustee.  

   Elders serve on the Session, which meets once/month, 

and is the church’s highest governing body. The purpose of 

the Session is to facilitate the church’s mission and 

ministry. Elders serve by overseeing areas like Building & 

Grounds, Christian Education, Communications, Mission & 

Evangelism, Music & Worship, and Stewardship & 

Membership.  

    Deacons are in charge of the church’s caring ministries, 

giving special attention to our members and friends who are 

sick, suffering, far away from home, or are dealing with 

difficult situations.  

    Trustees oversee the church’s finances and properties, 

working with the Building & Grounds Team to ensure good 

stewardship of the resources God has provided.  

If you feel that God is calling you to serve in one of these 

areas, please let us know in the Church Office, or speak to a 

current Elder, Deacon, or Trustee. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

           … from the DEACONS BENCH 
Colleen Brown, Sue Fenton,  Alyssa McCarty 

Karen Bond, Julie Gamble, Carman Eberlin, 

   Amy Eberl;in, Kelly White, Mckenna Mapes  and Sara Petlock 

We met on October 18th  after that morning's service. 
                 (We meet the third Sunday of each month) 

The November Deacon in charge of Ushers & Greeters is 

 Colleen Brown. 

Deacons serving Communion on November 1 will be 

 Julie Gamble and Carmen Eberlin.  

The Deacons recently provided $199 to repair John 

Dabback's ramp.  

We are going to provide a $50 gift card to Mykela, the 

new camp director at Camp Lackawanna. 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

NATIONAL DONOR SABBATH is November 13-15,  a time  for 

          people of all faiths to spread the power of registering  

                          as an organ, tissue & cornea donor 

                 {see the flier on the  Sigler Hall bulletin board ) 



We discussed Christmas ideas for our shut-ins and will 

be having the Sunday school kids make special cards 

to send to all of them. 

We spent time making up college gift boxes for 

our students to bring them a little cheer while they are 

away or studying from home. Sara Petlock picked up  

all the items for us and we spent time together boxing 

and wrapping items during our meeting. 

The deacons sent flowers to Chadd  Smith’s funeral 

/memorial service and cards were sent to Allyson and 

Steve as well. 

Barry spoke with Winnie Mosier after church about 

there being a need at the Smith Personal Care Home 

with clothes for the residents. The deacons will discuss 

if we would like to use some of our remaining funds 

for this year to provide items for the residents. 

[We may need to move our November meeting, 

because it will fall on this year's Thanksgiving dinner 

at the church. – WATCH YOU R BULLETIN FOR 

UPDATES!] 

Our deacons have been very busy with sending out 

cards to those in our church community 
 

 

 

 

 
 

     NOVEMBER 15 
 

The Session has agreed to go ahead with our 

Thanksgiving Dinner. Once again Karen Bond will 

carry on the tradition started by her mom & dad – 

Doris & Howard Bond – and  host the annual 

Thanksgiving Dinner immediately after worship at 

WPC on November 15.  There is always plenty of 

turkey and gravy, stuffing and potatoes   ( bring your 

favorite dish to pass)… everyone is invited 

Karen is collecting names for the sign-up sheets.   

Takeout dinners will be available for those who don’t 

want to dine in.  

Monetary donations will be gratefully accepted! 

Forget about the calories for one day and just enjoy the 

bounty we all are privileged to share on this day when 

we can all come together and say a resounding “Thank 

you “to the Lord for another blessed year!  

NOVEMBER 22, 2020  

 
 

Also on November 22 -- - -  

 

Community Thanksgiving 

Service 
Plan to attend this annual service on the Sunday 

evening before Thanksgiving;. 

… Still waiting for particulars about the time and 

place, etc.  Watch your weekly bulletin and 

announcements to get an update on this chance for 

everyone in Wyalusing and surrounding area to say 

“Thank You,God” fpr a gppd year!  

 

 

 

A prayer for  

  Christ the King Sunday:  

          Christ Jesus, 

      reestablish your 

    reign in my heart 

           every day,  

      so that I live as  

 an emissary of your love. 



NOVEMBER 25     

                     HANGING of the GREENS 

The Young Adults Group will meet around 5 p.m. 

and  decorate the sanctuary.   

There will be 

pizza to share  

(Everyone can 

bring some-

thing to go 

with pizza!)  

 

They’ll set up the big tree in the sanctuary, festoon 

the doors with wreaths and ribbons and decorate the 

windows with candles and greens.  

Here is an opportunity for all of us to express our 

gratitude to all these outstanding leaders from our 

congregation for all the work they do.  [p.s. Let any 

member of the group know of your interest in helping 

decorate the sanctuary – they are sure to appreciate any 

helping hands.  

 

NOVEMBER 26             

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The theme of the PCUSA 
General Assembly last summer 
was “Stories of Lament.” The 

theme was based on all of the shut-

downs from COVID-19, BLM riots, 

racism, and all the horrible things 

that have happened in 2020. And the 

year isn’t over yet.  

But wait! In the midst of a year of lamentation for some 

people, is there something we can be grateful for? Here at 

home, we have kept the church open for worship the whole 

time. For those who do not want to risk coming in person, 

we have been blessed with the technology to stream our 

services over the internet. We have had musicians who have 

deftly provided music and accompaniment for our Psalms, 

hymns, and spiritual songs.  

What about family? Most of us have avoided this virus, 

even though it is present in our community and had had an 

impact. I can’t speak for everybody, but my own family has 

been healthy throughout the year. Plus, my children have 

been home instead of New York and San Francisco—

obvious danger zones for a variety of reasons. They will be 

home for the holidays, too. I am personally grateful for that.  

What about our community? We can be grateful for good 

neighbors, places for our kids to play outdoors where they 

can get a good dose of vitamin D, stores that didn’t close, a 

P&G plant nearby that manufactures Charmin, a school that 

has reopened, an amazing local food pantry (Helping 

Hands), and Amazon.com. We have had no riots even 

though different community member support different 

political candidates. We can be grateful for that.  

What about God? God is still sovereign over all there is. 

Nothing that happens is outside of his oversight. God is still 

here to walk through all the steps of life with his faithful 

people. We can still be grateful for forgiveness, for the 

indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit, for copies of 

Scripture that we can hold in our hands and read on the 

Internet, for our freedom to worship and follow the Lord 

without fear of persecution. God is still providing for us. 

We can be grateful for that.  

The theme of November is Thanksgiving. It’s the big 

family holiday. However you choose to celebrate 

Thanksgiving this year, take the time to reflect on God’s 

goodness, on how our church and community have been 

blessed, and on the time you will get to spend with your 

family. May we be content and grateful for all the good 

things that God has given us in this year of lament.  

 

 
 

 

   GROWING THROUGH GRATITUDE 

Thankfulness, studies show, has multiple physical, 
mental and emotional benefits. Psychologist Robert 
Emmons calls gratitude “fertilizer for the mind” 
because of its powerful effects. 

He admits gratitude isn’t always easy — especially 
when life throws us curveballs (see the year 2020) 
— but says it can be most helpful during and after 
difficulties. Emmons suggests reframing challenges 
using thankfulness-based language. Ask, for 
example: Though I wasn’t grateful for the 
experience at the time, how can I be now? What 
lessons did I learn, and how did I grow as a person? 

Throughout his letters, the apostle Paul reframes his 
extensive sufferings and urges us to do the same. 
“Give thanks in all circumstances,” he writes, “for 
this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus”         
                                                             (1 Thessalonians 5:18, NIV). 

 

 



NOVEMBER 27, 2020 
 

NOVEMBER 27  

 

Once again Wyalusing Presbyterian Church 
will              offer our Christian hospitality  at 

the village tree. 

This is such a happy occasion with many 
families and friends coming out to sing carols 

and welcome this season of good cheer and 
giving. 

WPC will offer seats for those who cannot 
stand   … and hot cider                      to warm all 

our company. 

 
 

Be sure to let Lynn Petlock know if you can help 
with setting out the chairs or preparing and 

serving the cider! 

 

... to Lorna Snyder and all her helpers for the wonderful  

Staff Appreciation Coffee Hour on October 4th!.  Fun 

cupcakes and tasty ice cream bars!!! 

…and a personal thank you to everyone for their good 

wishes and such generous gifts!  Love to you all, Diana  

… Thanks, everyone, for your gifts on Employee 

Appreciation Sunday! John Petlock 

Thank you, thank you to everyone who 

added their music to our October  

worship services: on October 4  we 

enjoyed a vocal duet by Maddie & 

Shannon Lord;. on October 11th another 

lovely piano solo by Mckenna Mapes and on the 18th  a 

piano fantasy on a couple of hymn tunes  from Diana 

Black; then on the 25th the children from the Sunday 

School, led by Rachel Sznaider, brightened our day with 

“Sanctuary”!  

     We are so blessed to have so much talent in our church 

family!  Please let Diana or Tiffani know if you have 

suggestions for special music as the worship team makes 

plans for Advent and Christmas.  

… from Towanda Area Christian Outreach (TACO)Food 

Pantry:  the Food Pantry has an abundance of food!!Isn’t 

that great news!  If you know of someone with a need call 

TACO at 570-265-4422.  

…a thank you note from Wycliffe Bible Translators for out 

gift of $600.00 {these are the people who work with David 

Howard and his family – you can learn more about them 

from the Mission Team: Rachel; Sznaider and Heather 

Wickwire.] 

…a thank you note from Presbyterian Women… for the gift 

of $10.00 to the Fellowship of the Least Coin. 

BIG THANKS  to John Petlock  of the 

Building and Grounds Team for 

organizing the very successful Work Bee 

on Saturday, October 24!  .  

 

 

    
 

 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT  



                                             November 29, 2020 

 

Out Worship Team Leader, Tiffani Warner tells us the 

following families have agreed to participate in lighting 

the Advent candles: 

1st Sunday of Advent 

November 29th – Megan Kershner and family 

2nd Sunday of Advent  

December 6th  - Adam & Sara Petlock 

3rd Sunday of Advemt 

December 13  - the Wickwires 

4th Sunday of Advent 

December 20th – the Collins 

Christmas Eve 

December 24th – Bill Keeler and family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
PLAN AHEAD!!! The 

Annual 

WPC 

 

+  Christian Symbol + 

 
ST. ANDREW’S CROSS —This cross is a symbol of humility 

and suffering.  It first came into use during the Middle 

Ages. According to tradition, St. Andrew was crucified 

while preaching in Greece. He felt unworthy to be 

crucified in the same way as Jesus, so he begged that his 

cross be made differently. St. Andrew’s cross is the 

national cross of Scotland. It’s also called Cross Saltire. 
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Thank you, thank you, thank you, Lord. 

What more is there for me to say but this? 


