
  

Tyler Paul Petlock 12/01/16 
Rachel Sznaider 12/01/--           Linda & Bernard Moon   12/04/64 
John Winters  12/02/--           Peg & Doug Thompson    12/22/73  
Gage Tinna  12/03/10          Frank & Peg Tyler            12/26/87 
Susan Kilmer  12/03/--           Cheryl & Jack Keeney     12/05/98 
Debi Blair  12/06/--          Cheryl & Jeremy McHone 12/20/03 
Adam tlock  12/08/--            
Mary Eberlin  12/08/-- 
Madden Wickwire 12/10/13 
Silas McCarty  12/12/-- 
Marilyn Ross  12/16/-- 
Nathan Thompson 12/19/-- 
Ruth Parsons  12/20/-- 
Patty Brown  12/21/-- 
Kayla June Ross 12/22/15 
Linda Neiley  12/27/-- 
Ava Hindman  12/28/11 
Sheena Hindman 12/29/-- 
Genevieve Wilson 12/30/02 
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       GONE 

   tO GLORY 

        Richard Neiley 
         November 7, 2020 

 

 

 

  December   2020 

New Baby… 

  A daughter, 

Marguerite Joy , born 

to Blaire & Matt Wayman 

& welcomed by brothers 

& sister, 

     Elijah, Silas & 

Adrianna, 

           November 7, 2020 

 

An Advent prayer… 

       In this Advent 

              time of waiting, 

      I wait now to hear 

  a word from  you, dear Lord. 



 

the                                                                                                                                                                                                               
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                                                             As you know, our county                                          

                                                            has experienced a surge in 

                                                            coronavirus cases.  

                                                            With this in mind, we urge 

                                                            everyone to take the  

                                                            necessary precautions 

                                                            when gathering for  

                                                            Sunday school, worship,  

                                                             or church fellowship.       

                                                            Remember that masks are  

                                                             available at the church in  

                                                            case you forget yours.  

                                                             Hand sanitizers are  

                                                             available at all sanctuary  

                                                             entrances. Washing your 

                                                             hands thoroughly before 

                                                             joining the group is good.             

                                                             We encourage you to 

                                                             respect one another's  

space. And, of course, if you are sick, you can worship from 

home through the Facebook Worship Live Stream.  

Additionally, we have a gracious and helpful church 

community, so if you find yourself in need, let us know so we 

can serve you.  

We look forward to celebrating the upcoming Advent and 

Christmas seasons with you and the entire church family.         

At the same time we want everyone to be safe when gathering 

for worship, and we trust you to be responsible in making 

decisions about attending. 

 If you have any questions about how we are operating, please 

call Barry at 570-721-1523 or Lynn at 570-417-4024. 

Thanks,  

Barry 

 

 

 

Each Sunday during Advent 

WPC will look forward to the coming of the 

Christ Child  

as we sing Advent hymns                  and light 

the Advent candle                    for each week.   

   Elder Tiffani Warner  

and her Worship Team have invited a 

different family to light the new candle for 

each week: 

November 29  

the CANDLE of the PROPHETS 

         Megan Kershner and family     

 

December 6  

the CANDLE of the WISEMEN 

              Adam & Sara Petlock  

 

December 13 

the CANDLE of the SJE[HERDS 

                     The Wickwires 

 

December 20 

the CANDLE of the  HOLY FAMILY 

    The Collins 

 

and  December 24  Christmas Eve  

the CANDLE of the CHRIST  CHILD 

                 Bill Keeler & family 

mailto:wpchurch@ptd.net


 

DECEMBER  13        Everyone is invited    

to this special annual event 

following worship on the 13th. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Pageant: 
Despite concerns for Covid-19, there are still plans to 

have a Christmas pageant, but in a little different form. 

The plan is to video the Christmas pageant at an outside 

location, and make that video available to the church 

family. The Sunday School will gather on December 20 

following worship to put this project together.  

Stay tuned to view this amazing presentation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ON THE GREETERS TABLE: 

You will find, thanks to our Church Treasurer – 

Barb Hugo, program inserts “A Family Life 

Christmas”  that list all the wonderful Christmas 

music offered during the whole Christmas season 

on the family life  radio network.  

 The brochure also describes the many family 

hour specials.  

The radio cards, LISTEN ANYWHERE with 

Family LifeNow are also yours for the taking. 

(download Family Life Now at fln.org/mobile.) 

 

Order forms will be on the tables at each 

entry to the sanctuary and/or on line to place 

your order.  Each plant will be red and the 

cost is only $10 per six inch pot.  Orders 

need to be in the office no later than 

December 15. 

 

Our Sunday School Superintendent Tiffani 

Warner tells us about the WPC Sunday School  

Christmas Giving Program for 2020: 

The Sunday School will be doing Angel Gifts to 

some residents at both the Wyalusing Valley 

PERSONAL CARE HOME and Smith’s 

PERSONAL CARE HOME. 

Amy Soper will have those available after 

November 22. You will pick a name and get 

what you can off the list and wrap them and then 

label with the angel.  

 

 

               + The Christian Symbol +   

  
The Advent Wreath—is a symbol of watchfulness and 

increasing joy as we anticipate Jesus’ birth. The 

wreath’s circular shape symbolizes eternity, or life 

without end. The candles remind us that Jesus is 

the light of the world — he brought light and life to a 

dark world (see John 1:4-5). On each of the four 

Sundays of Advent, we light a new candle.   

As the light grows, so do our hope and joy. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Last month was Thanksgiving 

month—the month of Gratitude. 

This month is the month of God’s 

promises kept in the past, proving 

that God is faithful and 

trustworthy. 

 This month celebrates the 
sure hope that God’s 
promise for the future will be kept. Advent season, 

which happens mostly in the month of December, 

renews our hope even though the world appears 

paralyzed by fear and despair.  

 

 

There is no need to recount here the dismal 

circumstances of 2020. The world is in despair. Our 

nation is stuck in a polarized, confused state. There are 

strong differences of opinion among us. The way 

forward personally, as a community, and as a society 

seems murky. The events of this past year have left us, 

in Isaiah’s words, as a people walking in darkness, 

(Isaiah 9:2).  

Nevertheless, like the people in Isaiah’s prophecy, we 

have seen a great light. We have recognized the 

fulfillment of prophecies like Isaiah’s in the coming of 

Jesus Christ, “the light of the world,” (John 1:9). Jesus is 

God’s kept promise. There is relief in that. It means that 

however dismal the world gets, we are saved from 

darkness and despair. Through Jesus, we have 

redemption, the forgiveness of our sins. Through Jesus, 

we are reconciled to God—we are at peace with God and 

we are God’s friends again (Romans 5:1). And we have 

eternal life with God to look forward to (John 3:16). All 

we need to do is put our faith in the finished work of 

Christ. Once that happens, this is a done deal. How 

comforting to know that whatever we have endured and 

have yet to endure, we are safe and secure in the hands 

of our heavenly Father.  

Additionally, we have hope. Advent is the season during 

which we renew our hope that God will keep yet another 

promise. Jesus will return for his people. Jesus told his 

disciples that he would be coming back (Matthew 24:30-

36; Mark 13:26-37; Luke 21:25-28; John 14:1-6). The 

New Testament writers lived in anticipation of Jesus’ 

return. We are waiting even today.  

But some may ask, “Where is the promise of his 

coming?” (2 Peter 3:3-4). Peter answered that question 

by recalling the days of Noah, who spent a century 

building an ark to save him and his family from 

floodwaters that took a long time to come. But they did 

come. God promised. Likewise, Jesus will return just as 

he said. He promised.  

So as we enter this Advent season during a very difficult 

year, let us remember God’s kept promise in the coming 

of Jesus Christ. We celebrate his entrance into the world 

on Christmas Day. Not only that, but let us renew our 

hope that God who loves us and has already saved us has 

promised that Jesus will come back. Let that sure hope 

motivate us and spur us on to live for Jesus while we 

wait.  

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS PRESENCE 

Amid the secular trappings of the holidays, we can 
lose sight of the true meaning of Christmas, until we 
lament with Charlie Brown, “Isn’t there anyone who 
knows what Christmas is all about?”  

These reminders call us back to where it all began — 
in the heart of God. 

“The giving of gifts is not something [people] 
invented. God started the giving spree when he gave 
a gift beyond words, the unspeakable gift of his Son.”                                                                                     
—Robert Flatt 

“Who can add to Christmas? The perfect motive is 
that God so loved the world. The perfect gift is that he 
gave his only Son. The only requirement is to believe 
in him. The reward of faith is that you shall have 
everlasting life.” —Corrie ten Boom 

“The great challenge left to us is to cut through all the 
glitz and glam of the season that has grown 
increasingly secular and commercial, and be 
reminded of the beauty of the One who is Christmas.” 
—Bill Crowder 

“If we do not set aside time to focus together on what 
God’s word tells us about the promise of Christ, on 
Christmas morning we can find ourselves surrounded 
by mounds of torn gift wrap, our laps full of presents, 
but with hearts that are empty and unprepared.” 
―Nancy Guthrie 



 

 

 

Mission Team: Elders Rachel Sznaider & Heather 

Wickwire        

 Throughout the year WPC supports local charities: 

Towanda Area Christian Outreach, Hezekiah’s Hands,  

Helping Hands, Endless Mountains Pregnancy Care 

Center, Grace Connection;  Rev. Cameron Smith & RUF 

[see Sigler hall bulletin board], the Howard family & 

Wycliffe Bible Translations (Papua New Guinea) and 

the Wyalusing Youth Group.   

Thank you to all who continue to support our outreach 

programs with the many generous donations.  The first 

Sunday of each month we leave the HUNGER 

BASKET at the Greeters table in the front hall – all 

donations in the basket go to Towanda Area Christian 

Outreach (TACO) which helps needy people in Bradford 

County including many in our school district.  

The NOISY CAN COLLECTIONS all go toward 

helping Camp Lackawanna! 

HELPING HANDS food pantry can always use cans of 

tuna and/or mac & cheese AND right now they are 

looking for canned fruit and vegetables!  Add these and 

other canned products to balance out a Christmas day 

meal to our shopping cart in the front hall during 

December  

CHECK OUT the Sigler Hall library for recent mailings 

relating to missions! 

✓ The Most Important Gift Catalog in the World –  
Heifer International  - the special 2020 Holiday 
Edition.   

✓ The 2020-2021 Presbyterian Giving Catalog – 
Small gifts, Big impact! Each gift pictured in the 
Presbyterian Giving Catalog exemplifies the 
work prayerfully carried out by ministries of the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency.  

These ministries work in collaboration with 

Presbyterians, congregations, mid-councils and church 

partners. The purchase and distribution of animals, the 

building of wells to provide life –giving clean water to 

entire communities, and ministries to youth and young 

adults are among the many ways your gift is  filling a 

need, making an impact and providing hope here in the 

United States and around the globe.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FEAR NOT 
On that first Christmas night, the angel said to 
the shepherds: “Do not be afraid” (Luke 2:10). 
What is there to fear from a baby? A baby is 
powerless, with no guile, no anger and no 
judgment, only needing from us without fearing 
we will not provide: simply trusting, and content 
to be resting in our arms. This is how God came. 
This is Christmas. This one child, and for a time, 
perhaps too brief, our fears are taken over by 
our love for this child, and he is able to change 
our hearts. … 
In Jesus, we are free to live life as fully and as 
joyfully as we will allow ourselves. For it is only 
we who hold ourselves back.  
God does not. For God has forgiven us in this 
baby and will not restrain us from living with 
sheer abandon, trusting in this gentle and 
gracious God, who keeps telling us: “Do not be 
afraid.”                     _GaryWestgard. “At Break of Day” 

—Gary Westgard, At Break of Day 
 

The heart of home 
During a road trip one dreary, drizzly December 

day, I thought about how traveling is an act of 
faith — both now and in Bible times. Unlike Mary 
and Joseph with a donkey, I have more 
horsepower, yet I still rely on God to navigate 
through detours and delays. 

On that particular journey, some friends who 
were away let us stay in their home, and it was 
such a haven. We turned on cozy lighting, got in 
our pajamas and heated homemade soup I’d 
brought. Those simple comforts symbolized 
warmth, home, nourishment. It was the welcome 
Mary must have longed for after her difficult trip. 

After our meal, God’s word fed my soul and I 
prayed: “Lord, I want my heart to be as warm and 
welcoming to you as this place to stay has been 
for us. Make me a place where you are invited, 
honored and welcomed   —   a peaceful  
haven  for your Son.”     (Monica Wilkinson)                             



 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

NEWS:  In the November Front Porch we asked you 

to consider serving as a church officer for the Class of 

2023.  The Nominating Committee, made up of officers 

retiring from the class of 2020 ( Elders Toni 

McCarty,and Rachel Sznaider;  Deacons: Karen 

Bond, Julie Gamble and Carmen Eberlin) has been 

working on the slate of new officers and will be ready to 

present them to you at the Congregational Meeting on 

Sunday, December 20, 2020.   

So far the nominations look like: Elders – Ryan Ross, 

Katy Stoddard, _________; Deacons – Julie Gamble, 

Carmen Eberlin, ________; & Trustee __________ . 

 

The  20208 budget will also be presented at this time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

    Shannon Lord tells                                            

us the YOUTH GROUP will 

meet during December 

       

Watch your                                   

                                                                            Announcements to learn        

                                                                        which Sundays. 

 

 

 

from the DEACONS BENCH                                      

Karen Bond,  Julie Gamble, Carmen Eberlin ,Colleen       

      Brown, Sue Fenton, Amy Eberlin, Kelly White, Sara  

            Petlock, Alyssa McCarty & Mckennea Mapes 

  Reporting the Deacon Meeting: November 15, 2020.   

FOR INFORMATION:   

 Greeters/Ushers for December will follow   

              the Advent schedule    

 Elders to serve Communion December 6:   

             Amy Soper, Lynn Petlock, John Petlock 

             & Rachel Sznaider. 

 Next Meeting date:  December meeting has    

              been cancelled.  The Deacon’s will            

              communicate if any need arises. 

Sorry - - -  due to the virus the annual 

Christmas Program the Wyalusing 

Musical Society has presented for many 

years will not happen this year.  The 

musical society hopes they will be able 

to offer an all Christian music program 

next year.  We look forward with 

prayers for the new year. 



 
 

… a BIG THANK YOU  to Karen Bond  and all her 

helpers for the wonderful  Thanksgiving dinner served  

on November 15th . … and thank you to everyone who 

brought the delicious side dishes and desserts – what 

great cooks we have! This was a wonderful time to come 

together and give thanks that we are so blessed!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

… another BIG ONE for the Young Adults Group 

for the Hanging of the Greens on Wednesday November 

24.  They turn up every year and put up the tree and 

hang the lights and ornaments and the star on top and 

put the candles in the windows and the wreaths and 

swags around the doors and make the sanctuary a truly 

welcoming place for everyone to spread the joy of the 

Christmas seasons! 

 

 

 

Many thanks for the gift of music –  

our pianist, Diana Black, filled in 

for some of our soloists who were 

unable to participate because of  quarantines   

     … to Mckenna Mapes who offered up a piano solo 

on Sunday November 22 when the Sunday School kids 

were unable to sing (no social distancing or masks)  

Let’s all keep singing.   We have some wonderful 

Christmas music to share! 

 

... to Deb Minturn for organizing the Salvation Army 

Bell Ringers.  [ be sure to let Deb know the times & 

dates you can take a turn at the giving “kettle”.] 

 

 
 

 

 

 

… to Lynn Petlock for organizing  cider for everyone at 

the Wyalusing Christmas Tree Lighting on Friday, 

November 27 and everyone who helped – even setting 

out chairs so we could enjoy the festivities in comfort! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 3, 2021 

Let’s have a little fun as we chase out old 2020 and 

get ready for a great new year.  In the mode of 

“throwing out the old” - whether they’re old or brand 

spanking new!  

Come to church 

today and wear 

your craziest, 

happiest, ugliest 

sweater and give 

everyone a good 

laugh.       

 
 [Don’t you know? The devil hates it when we laugh!!!]    

 If you have no truly ugly sweater, just be sure to bring a 

sweet smile under your mask. 

 

“Year’s end is neither an end nor a beginning 

but a going on, with all the wisdom that 

experience can instill in us.”        —Hal Borland 

 

 

With grateful thanks to God 

for Friends and Neighbors 

who have helped me 

to maintain my independence. 

In Christ, 

John Dabback 

…thanks you … to Sue Kilmer & Young Adults: 

Tiffani Warner, Amy Soper, Toni McCarty, Lynn 

&, 

John Petlock, Nick, Ryan & Karyn Ross,Jeremy 

Soper  and all of you who donated food or money 

towards the Thanksgiving Dinner.  The social room 

looked festive and the food was delicious.   

                                                               Karen 

 

WPC Family, 

Thank you so much for the beautiful card  

and gift card.  We really appreciated it. 

Marguerite is one well loved little girl all ready.   

                                            Wayman Family 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A sacred summary 
 

The simple shepherds 

Heard the voice of an angel 

and found their Lamb; 

The wise menSaw the lig        The wise men 

Saw the light of a star 

And found their Wisdom. 
the wise men 

saw the light of a star                                                  (Fulton J. Sheen) 

Worthy of repair 
In Quito, Ecuador, Gonzalo Gallardo belongs to the Heritage Guardians, 

a group of traditional artisans. His specialty is restoring figurines, and 

near Christmas he often fixes Baby Jesus statues for nativity scenes. 

“People don’t throw them out,” he says. “The feeling is, ‘This is my 

figure, and I will repair it.’” 

Gallardo’s restorative gifts don’t end there. He uses the same pigments 

(made from vegetables, minerals and oils) to treat actual humans. 

People with sunburns, bruises and scars stop by Gallardo’s shop for skin 

“treatments” that cost pennies. “We are here to help people,” he says. 

How much more does God, through the Christmas gift of Jesus, repair 

our brokenness and restore us from death to life so we, like Gallardo, 

can help others. 
 

 


