
 
Lynn Petlock  8/01/-- 
Madison Eberlin 8/03/-- 
Curt Pickett  8/08/-- 
Chad Smith  8/08/-- 
Caleb Kilmer   8/15/17 
Fred Reinhart  8/15/-- 
Scott Eberlin  8/16/-- 
Joshua Stoddard 8/18/06 
Karyn Ross  8/18/-- 
Gannon Byczkowski 8/19/11 
Doug Brown  8/18/-- 
Parker Petlock  8/21/06 
Delrain Franklin 8/ 22/-- 
Lucas Paul Fischer 8/23/18 
Reid Carlin Fischer 8/23/18 
Chloie Whipple 8/23/09 
Nolan Larsen  8/24/11 
Joanne Reinhart 8/25/-- 
Aidan Neiley  8/26/09 
Amy Eberlin  8/26/-- 
Dave Hindman         8/28/-- 
Trey Taylor  8/30/-- 
 
 
 
 
 
Wyalusing Presbyterian Church 
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PO Box 25 
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return service requested 

 
               AUGUST  2020 

Adam & Sara Petlock         8/15/15 
Sean & Bobbi Jo Gamble   8/23/14 
Robert & Julie Neiley         8/06/05 
Carmen & Eric Eberlin       8/22/92 
Pat & Robert Brown            8/16/80 
Fred & Joanne Reinhart      8/25/79 
Lorna & Scott Snyder          8/21/76 
Caroline & Ken Taylor        8/31/68 

 

 

Maggie Dee  Wickwire 

            July 13,  2020 
Daughter of 

Heather & Matthew Wickwire 
& sister to Madden & Charlotte 

 

 

 

Ryker John Earl Whipple 

July 21, 2020  
(“Hot Dog”)  son of  

Stefani & Larry Whipple 
& brother to Bexlie & Chloie 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A lachrymatory lesson  :      To calm his crying 

children, Charles Ferrell used to say, “Wait until I 

get a jar! I want to catch and save your tears.” While 

he pretended to search for a vessel, his kids usually 

quieted down.     
    Tear jars were actually common in biblical times. 

Called lachrymatories, they’re still sold in Old 

Jerusalem. Bible characters had a variety of uses for 

these jars. The woman who cried at Jesus’ feet may 

have felt such sorrow about her wayward lifestyle 

that she brought a jar of her tears and added to them. 

In Psalm 23:5 (KJV), the cup that “runneth over” 

may have referred to a lachrymatory filled with tears 

of joy due to God’s goodness.  
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GOD AMID PANDEMIC                  

   Last spring, life changed as we became familiar with 

terms such as social distancing, flattening the curve and 

self-quarantining. We could hardly believe  

the closed schools, businesses and especially churches — 
just as Holy Week and Easter drew near! The corona virus 
ran rampant in the world. Where was God? 

    But as the spread continued, many civic leaders stepped 
up, calmly informing us of the facts, of actions being taken 
to mitigate the crisis and of how we could help. Healthcare 
professionals risked their lives and endured separation 
from families; teachers drew on astounding stores of 
creativity to teach online; pastors delivered sermons and 
lessons to empty sanctuaries as members listened and 
prayed while living in lockdown. Surely God was present — 
through them! 

Then I remembered how God assures us through Isaiah, 
“Fear not! When you pass through the waters, the fires, 
yes, even the pandemics of this world, I will be with you” 

(43:1-2, paraphrased). 

And Jesus echoes, “I am with you always” (Matthew 28:20).                                

                                                                           —Sandy Hyland 

       

 

–originally planned for July 29-30 – was canceled this year.   

Hopefully next summer the virus will be under control and we can do great things with our kids! 

 

Also canceled for 2020  -  -  We’ll certainly miss it! 

 
 

Patient attention, valuable discoveries 

For many people, the coronavirus pandemic has been a test of 
patience — or worse. Medically vulnerable people face an 
anxious time of hypervigilance. Furloughed workers wait on 
hold or in lines for assistance. Special events have been 
canceled or rescheduled. 

Those not impacted directly deal with assorted frustrations 
and inconveniences. Many people are learning the benefit of 
slowing down, being present (even virtually) to others and 
practicing patient attention. 

Interestingly, scientist Isaac Newton did some of his best 
work when the plague forced Cambridge University to close. 
At home, the inquisitive student invented calculus and 
developed groundbreaking theories of gravity and optics. 
Later Newton called 1666 his annus mirabilis (“year of 
wonders”) and reportedly said, “If I have made any valuable 
discoveries, it [owes] more to patient attention than to any 
other talent.” 

What have you discovered during the Covid-19 crisis? What 
appreciations have you developed for aspects of life you may 
have previously taken for granted? What has social distancing 
taught you about the value of neighbors, church, community 
volunteering?  

During the pandemic, what have you learned about 
persistence and God’s presence? What empathy do you now 
feel for writers of words such as “I wait for the LORD, my 
whole being waits, and in his word I put my hope” (Psalm 

130:5, NIV)?  
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STILL IN THE WORKS=  

 

 
 
The River Float             Sunday, August 2       

will be after church on with a picnic 

at Adam & Sara Petlock's to follow. 

 
August 13-16 is Family Camp:   

Camp 2 U kits can be ordered on-line 

at www.CampLackawannaFirst.com. 

Each package is $30 for church deliveries. Add $5 if you 

want home delivery. It is full of goodies, activities, and 

devotions to bring Camp Lackawanna to the younger 

people. There are three different packages to choose 

from:  You will need the names and shirt sizes of each 

person. Payments are to be made through PayPal. 

 Little Cabin – preschool through first grade 
 Adventure – second grade through sixth grade 

 Campfire – seventh grade and up  

Morning Worship on Sunday, July 16 will be held 

at Camp Lackawanna!. 

News And Announcements: Guidelines from    

      the Worship Committee  (Regarding Social Distancing) 

This is a simple reminder to exercise caution and 

personal responsibility if you are considering attending 

worship this Sunday. The Session urges you to take 

precautionary measures:  

• Wear a mask  

• Practice Social Distancing  

• Hand Sanitizer is available at all Sanctuary 

entrances 

• Wash your hands  

• Consider printing your bulletin at home or 

following the service on PowerPoint 

• If you are sick, please stay home, and join us 

virtually on the FaceBook WorshipLive Stream.       

Please consider these guidelines carefully as we 

continue to worship together.  

 
 

 
 
                  
             … from the DEACONS BENCH 
                            

                           Colleen Brown, Sue Fenton, Alyssa McCarty                      

                            Karen Bond. Julie Gamble,. Carmen Eberlin,   

                               Amy Eberlin, Kelly White, Sara Petlock     
 

Next meeting will be Sunday, August 16 following 

worship.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A message from our Financial 

Secretary, Marilyn Ross: 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank 

those who have set-up repetitive on-line 

contributions to the WPC during this Covid-19 

times. This giving it is not only a convenience 

for you but it provides a steady revenue to cover 

the on-going expenses of the church.  

You have choices of where you want your gifts 

credited to Regular Giving, Mission, Noisy Can, 

Camp Lackawanna, Capital Improvement, 

OGHS, are some. You can also choose how 

often to give: once, weekly, monthly, or 

quarterly. It is certainly not expected of you to 

pay the fee but if you choose to you can. It is so 

much easier than writing that check each week.  

Just go to our Website  Wyalusingpc.org and 

click on the box on the right Give Online (link 

here) and you are on your way to a convenient 

way of giving.  

+  Christian Symbol  + 

 

Willow 
The billowing branches of the “weeping willow” symbolize 
mourning, especially of the Israelites as they endured 
captivity. The willow, which grows well in marshy areas, is 
associated in the Bible with fruitful, well-watered land (see 
Ezekiel 17:5). In descriptions of Old Testament festivals of 
praise, God’s people were told “to take branches from 

luxuriant trees — from palms, willows and other leafy 
trees — and rejoice before the LORD your God for seven 
days” (Leviticus 23:40, NIV). 

 

 

http://www.camplackawannafirst.com/
http://www.wyalusingpc.org/donate_76691


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

…  Thank you Deacons for your beautifully  planned 

Sunday Sundae event.  Your carefully wrapped bundles 

of napkins, spoons and a choice of flavors of ice cream 

made this a delightful treat on a hot summer morning! 

 

Special Thanks!                  

We are so proud of how beautiful our 

church and grounds look.  

Compliments have been received on 

more than one occasion.  

Thank you, John Petlock. 

 

 

…. It is with great joy that WPC ordained Elder, Ryan 

Ross, and Jr. Deacon, Mckenna Mapes on July 19th  We 

are looking forward to all the great things you will both 

do 

 … warm summer Sundays and 
heart- warming music to thrill our 
souls, that’s what our special music 
graces us with… 

… July 12 … Katherine White’s piano solo, “Hero 

Variations”  

Who is our “hero’?  Jesus Christ!!!   … thank 

you, Katherine! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Friendship is one of the greatest 
gifts a human being can receive. It 
is a bond beyond common goals, 
common interests or common 
histories. It is a bond stronger than 

sexual union can create, deeper than a shared fate can 
solidify and even more intimate than the bonds of 
marriage or community.  

Friendship is being with the other in joy and sorrow, 
even when we cannot increase the joy or decrease the 
sorrow. It is a unity of souls that gives nobility and 
sincerity to love. Friendship makes all of life shine 
brightly. 

 

 

LEADERSHIP:  We are more than half-way 

through 2020 (I know hard to believe).  Some 

of us can't wait until this awful year is over.  It 

is coming time to think about 2021 and our 

leadership.   A new communications chair is 

needed!  

 After 8 years of doing an outstanding job 

establishing our communications system we 

owe Toni such a debt of thanks!!! Toni 

McCarty  HAS to step away. 

  Please prayerfully consider taking on the 

communications team.  We have time to get the 

new communication chair up to speed before 

the transition has to occur. 

Greetings:   A hello note was received from Pam Quentin in Ohio. 

She is currently making “Fidget Blankets” which are made for Alzheimer patients, to keep their hands 

busy with buttons, beads, and sometimes a yarn braid and/or zipper.  

 

Different fun fabrics can hopefully keep their minds engaged, finding a color, a bird, or a flower.  

 

“On each of the blankets, I make I also include a pocket with an attached heart as a way to send love.  

Mostly the blankets are for fun things to fidget with and not as an occupational training tool. I am 

enjoying the process of putting them together and so far they are being well received” 
 

If you would like to contribute  more “do-dads” to Pam to attach to her blankets, here is Pam’s address:  

                     Pamela  J. Quentin       2912 Wigeon Way,  Apt 102         Akron   Ohio   44319 

 



 

“Manasseh was twelve years 
old when he became king, 
and he reigned in Jerusalem 
fifty-five years. His mother’s 

name was Hephzibah. He did 

evil in the eyes of the Lord, 

following the detestable 

practices of the nations the Lord 

had driven out before the Israelites. He rebuilt the high 

places his father Hezekiah had destroyed; he also erected 

altars to Baal and made an Asherah pole, as Ahab king 

of Israel had done. He bowed down to all the starry hosts 

and worshiped them. He built altars in the temple of the 

Lord, of which the Lord had said, “In Jerusalem I will 

put my Name.” In the two courts of the temple of the 

Lord, he built altars to all the starry hosts. He sacrificed 

his own son in the fire, practiced divination, sought 

omens, and consulted mediums and spiritists. He did 

much evil in the eyes of the Lord, arousing his anger,”  
(2 Kings 21:1-6).  

The Lord said through his servants the prophets: 

“Manasseh king of Judah has committed these detestable 

sins. He has done more evil than the Amorites who 

preceded him and has led Judah into sin with his idols. 

Therefore this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: I 

am going to bring such disaster on Jerusalem and Judah 

that the ears of everyone who hears of it will tingle. I 

will stretch out over Jerusalem the measuring line used 

against Samaria and the plumb line used against the 

house of Ahab. I will wipe out Jerusalem as one wipes a 

dish, wiping it and turning it upside down,” (2 Kings 21:10-

13) 

The Bible has many bad examples. A few of us have 

been in a Bible reading group through the Youversion 

Bible app. For a month, we have been reading 2 Samuel 

through 2 Kings. It’s not pretty. We started out reading 

about King David, Israel’s greatest king (until Jesus). He 

did well, until his fiasco with Bathsheba. Then even this 

great king slid downward until his death. Solomon was 

next. He started out good, but got sidetracked by his 

many wives and the foreign gods they brought into the 

nation and into the marriage. The kingdom divided after 

Solomon: ten northern tribes (Israel), and 1 southern 

tribe (Judah, well, Benjamin was in there, too but it was 

too small to be counted). Judah had more good kings 

than Israel, but both had way too many evil kings. 

Almost every one was an example of how NOT to 

follow God.  

These evil kings of Israel and Judah had one bottom-line 

problem that lead to all their other problems: idolatry. 

They worshiped other gods besides the One True God 

who had rescued their ancestors from Egypt. Although 

these other gods were not real or living, the kings and 

the people acted like they were. They were all involved 

in detestable practices even to the extent of child 

sacrifice. For all their evil behavior, for all their 

allegiance to false gods instead of exclusive allegiance to 

the One True God, they faced consequences. Eventually, 

God raised up empires that wiped Israel and Judah off 

the map. A remnant of faithful people remained, but 

everyone had to face judgment for the sins of the kings 

of Israel and Judah.  

In the New Testament as well as in our lives today, we 

are called to turn exclusively to God through faith in 

Jesus Christ. In Christ, all our sins, offenses, and past 

idolatries are forgiven. In our case, idolatry is not so 

much worship of little statues or idols. In our culture, 

idolatry is worship of money, government, sex, power, 

fame, materialism… Anything that we pour our lives 

into that is not God becomes a god, or an idol. When we 

come to Christ, we are called away from idolatry. The 

bad Old Testament examples teach us that God will 

provide for our needs so that we do not have to look 

elsewhere. Old idolatries are forgiven once and for all, 

and Jesus Christ becomes our all in all.  

As we press on towards the end of the summer with so 

much uncertainty about what’s happening next in the 

world, I hope we can all be settled about one thing: the 

Lordship of Jesus Christ. Let us be settled about our 

faith and allegiance to the One True God who has sent 

his only Son into the world to save us from sin—

including idolatry—and to give us eternal life.  

 
 
 
Precision-crafted by the Master  
All around us, miracles happen and God  mpowers life, thanks 

to exacting conditions.  We know of caterpillars and 

butterflies, but did you know about these details shared by 

Gayle Boss in Wild Hope (Paraclete)? 

“For about a month each female [monarch butterfly] plants 

four hundred or so eggs. … Ninety-nine in a hundred … 

perish. But on the third day, from the one remaining, a 

caterpillar the size of a rice grain breaks.  

“She devours the egg casing, then the milkweed leaves 

beneath her feet. In those leaves is a steroid that makes her 

body brightly striped — and toxic to her predators. Ravenous, 

she eats milkweed unceasingly for twelve days, bulging her 

skin to splitting. Five skins later, two thousand times her 

birthweight, she stops. ...  

“Crawling to a suitable twig or ledge, she hangs head down, 

shaping herself into a question mark. One last time her skin 

falls away. This new one is not a soft, stripy, caterpillar skin 

but a polished, jade-green shell studded with a gold tiara.  

“Because she is enclosed and still, changes that had already 

begun within her wormlike body erupt outward. Wings! Long, 

delicate legs! After twelve days in the chrysalis she is a new 

creature.” Praise God! 



Bible Quiz  
 
In John of Patmos’ vision, what is special about the 12 
gates of the New Jerusalem?  

A. They are made of gold and always closed. 
B. They are made of amethyst and onyx. 
C. They are closed by day and open by night. 
D. They are made of pearl and never closed. 

                                    Answer: D (See Revelation 21:21, 25.) 
 

Usher Duty 

      It’s human nature to sometimes slip into judgmentalism 

and arrogance: “I’d never do what she did!” we think or say. 

Or “People who [fill in the blank] shouldn’t call themselves 

Christians. They don’t belong in the church.” Jesus clearly 

said, “Judge not, that you be not judged” (Matthew 7:1, 

ESV) and, memorably, made his point with the image of a 

speck in someone else’s eye and a log in one’s own. 

      In Love Does (Thomas Nelson), Bob Goff reflects 

further on what Jesus’ response would be when we put 

ourselves in positions of authority over others: “[Jesus] 

said people who followed him should think of themselves 

more like ushers rather than the bouncers, and it would be 

God who decides who gets in. We’re the ones who simply 

show people to their seats that someone else paid for.” 

 

LEARNING — and LAUGHING 
— on the FLY 

Faced with the sudden move to livestreamed church 
services, many pastors and worship leaders had to learn 
new technology quickly during the pandemic. As they 
were “winging it,” bloopers and bobbles added levity to 
the tense time. 

For instance, a fake tree fell on a drummer  
while a worship song was being broadcast 

 from Georgia.  

After getting too close to a candle,  
a vicar in England had to pause to 

 extinguish flames from his sweater.  

And several preachers appeared on screen 
 with cartoon-like features after 

 inadvertently turning on social media filters. 

“This wasn’t planned,” wrote the pastor about the falling 
ficus, which didn’t cause injury but quickly went viral. 
“But God used it to bring laughter to the hearts of many. 
For that, we are thankful.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can find a copy of “SERMONS FROM THE 

HEART” in the church library.  This is a book by our 

former pastor, Steve Starzer.  Steve is Senior Pastor of 

Fairfield Presbyterian Church in Mechanicsville, 

Virginia.  He is a graduate of Wheaton College and  

Princeton Theological Seminary and Pittsburgh 

Theological Seminary with his doctorate  He is married 

to Deborah Dabback* Starzer and they have two adult 

children, Courtney and Chad.   *Yes, the Rev. John Dabback is 

her dad! 

Steve describes some of his experiences and when you 

read his book you will feel his presence in our church 

and the other congregations where he preached and 

shared his love of God in Jesus Christ through the Holy 

Spirit.     Take, Read and Heed.        

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


