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Luke 9:23: Then Jesus said to them all, “If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross daily and

follow me.” (NRSV)
 
Good morning world! Good Morning Conference! Good Morning
Districts! Good Morning Community! Good Morning Church! Good
Morning faithful followers of Jesus Christ! Good morning neighbors!
Good Morning everyone!

 
I have been a part of many conversations lately around the topics of discipleship,
Intentional Discipleship Plans, vital congregations, accountability, and lifelong learning.
What does all of this mean for us as followers of Jesus?
 
Over the next several months I hope the above noted topics will have more clarity and
with the clarity a new sense of purpose for you, me, and the connection we are a part of.
Remember our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for transformation of the
world. You will be hearing the words: Discover-Develop-Deploy!
 
Let’s begin with the purpose of the Annual Conference. This may be new for some and a
reminder for others:
 
We begin with growing Christ-Following Leaders. This leads us to Build Healthy
Congregations. Leading to Making Disciples who Make Disciples. Who then
Transform the world? Then this process begins again. This process is a circular
process and in the center of this process is Spiritual Vitality and Revival. ¹
 
This poses the question, “How do we do this well?” There is a world right outside of our
doors that needs the love and grace of God found in Jesus Christ. So, let’s start at the
very beginning of learning what it means for you and me to be a disciple of Jesus Christ.
 
First, we confess faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.¹ 
 
In our membership vows, we are asked the question, “Do you confess Jesus Christ as
your Savior, put your whole trust in his grace, and promise to serve him as your Lord, in
union with the church which Christ has opened to people of all ages, nations and races?”
(United Methodist Hymnal, pg. 34)
 
Within the Apostle’s Creed we say:
“I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, is seated at the right hand of the Father, and will come again to judge the living
and the dead.”
 



Do you believe in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus? 
 
Do you believe John 3:16: For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
 
Do you believe Jesus died for your sins?
 
This is what is means to have Jesus Christ as your Savior.
 
Now, do you promise to serve Jesus as your Lord? To serve Jesus as Lord means that
Jesus is first in your life. If you want to see who or what is first is your life, look at your
checkbook and your calendar. Where are you spending your money and your time?
 
Disciples humble themselves in the sight of the Lord. We are not in control. If we are
truly striving to be faithful disciples serving Jesus as Lord, we do not jump on the
bandwagon of what the current culture says we need (for example, the latest in
technology) or what we should be doing (being glued to our electronic devices, or having
our children’s schedules or our schedules packed trying to keep up with the Joneses). 
 
Serving Jesus as Lord leads us to live out our faith: ‘Love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest
commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ (Matthew
22:37-39 NRSV) In the United Methodist Tradition this is called works of mercy and
works of piety. 
 
Serving Jesus as Lord means we are living out our faith with Kingdom eyes. Are you
seeing the opportunities God is giving you each day, to make an impact with God’s love
found in Jesus Christ?
We do not know the impact we have on people with our actions and with our words. We
plant the seeds and God makes them grow. Serving Jesus as Lord means we are out in
our communities, outside of our buildings and building relationships. This is not easy
work, but this is where the good stuff is.
 
John 15:12-17: My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater
love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends
if you do what I command. 15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not
know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I
learned from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I
chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and
so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. 17 This is my command:
Love each other.
 
Together, we can do this by living this out in our daily lives! Let us rely on the power of
the Holy Spirit to lead us to join the movement of God! Sharing the love of God found in
Jesus Christ as we promise to live as faithful and stronger disciples confessing Jesus
Christ as Lord and Savior!
 
Rejoicing in our Risen Lord,
Suzanne
 
¹From the Upper New York Annual Conference



Please keep these pastors, their
families and the Church families in your
prayers throughout the coming weeks.

May 9
East Randolph UMC
Rev. Chuck Smith, his wife Kim and
their family.

May 16
Laona Emmanuel UMC
Pastor Mike Spell, his wife Jaimee and
their daughter Allyson.

May 23
Hinsdale & Ischua UMCs
Pastor Dennis Stack and his family.

John Dedloff's daughter, Molly, a
student at the University of Georgia,
has been diagnosed with cancer. John
and Liz are in Georgia with Molly;
aggressive treatment for the cancer will
begin shortly. Please lift up Molly and
the Dedloff family in your prayers.

We give thanks for the availability of
COVID-19 vaccine in our area. May we
continue to show respect for others by
practicing good hygiene, wearing
masks & social distancing.

To download the 2020-2021 District
Prayer Calendar, click here.

Looking Ahead
May 8
Pre-Conference Training (9-11 am)

May 9
Mothers Day

May 13
Pre-Conference Training (6-8 pm)

May 15
"Sound Theology' led by Zach
Stahlsmith, 11 am-12 noon (see article
below)

May 18
Zoom Review for Safe Sanctuaries
Trainers, 7-9 pm

FOR CERTIFIED SAFE
SANCTUARIES

TRAINERS ONLY: 
Zoom Review of Revised
Trainers Manual and Final

Curriculum
 

Two identical training
opportunities:

(Please sign up for one only)
Tuesday, May 18, 7-9pm

OR
Wednesday, May 26, 7-9pm  

Register at https://safe-sanctuaries-
tot.eventbrite.com

Please only choose one training date as they will
provide the same information.  

 
The UNY Safe Sanctuaries Team would like to
thank all of you for your patience during the
transition in this time of Covid. As many of you
know, three conference-wide online trainings
have been held. We believe we are ready to roll
it out to trainers to begin training this new
curriculum in your local churches and districts. 
 
·    The Trainers’ Manual has been reformatted to
accommodate virtual training.  
·    The curriculum has been finalized, taking into
account many of your suggestions.
·    With the assistance of 20 trainers, the SS
Team has presented this training three times in
the last three months to approximately 200
participants. It has received great feedback from
participants.  
 
Communities are beginning to open up. Our
churches are opening up, but we still need to be
safe. As the conference Safe Sanctuaries Chairs,
we recommend this training to be done via an
online platform such as Zoom. However, if you
wish to do a small group gathering of vaccinated
individuals in person, PLEASE use the NEW
training manual to avoid sharing and touching
props as used in the past. And just like anything
else we do, please practice social distancing and
wear a mask.
 
We want to allow SS trainers to be together
again and begin offering this training to your
District and/or local church. 
 
We look forward to seeing you all in May. Thank
you for your time and passion for keeping the
children, youth, and vulnerable adults safe in our
churches and our communities. 

 
If you have questions, send an email to
Safesanctuaries@unyumc.org 
 
Pastor Christine Mitchell
Arlene Schmidt, CLM. 

https://files.constantcontact.com/282f4e31501/01053f3d-afd7-4c7a-883a-30d952c6a4a3.docx
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017XO9RMZWo-yZKqqli2J2_HsGRZVei23zTBSTJRuBSAM090thTJeyn2srzHIkGL47gJQVTQ2eMbe7qSwCvzdNmDI24d2gPbG83isSk_XRdx8tog4Ijmm0m9ByoeZvjQPlkMuhvfMlIhK2x_UKO_yHjiSUptkUJkJrPRG9v4sud5k=&c=W_qE3JqkAin0TSTG_NMZt94-rRvVNzL_tfNqSMbAwK3Jp8ErnocbEA==&ch=Sh6kFnqF-PI-6B_XV4fh4AB1KmzFw2E94tMTSBtSLOUat845DbmOfQ==
mailto:Safesanctuaries@unyumc.org


May 20
Pre-Conference Training (9-11 am)

May 23
Pentecost

May 26
Zoom Review for Safe Sanctuaries
Trainers, 7-9 pm

May 30
Peace with Justice Sunday

May 31
Memorial Day (District office closed)

Join other youth
from our area of
the Upper New
York Conference
for a Work Day at
Asbury Camp &
Retreat Center on
Saturday, May 22.

Click here for details and a registration
form.

Throughout the
coronavirus
pandemic,
Upper New
York Assistant
Director of Vital Congregations for
Spiritual Life, the Rev. Nancy Dibelius,
has been providing videos of helpful
spiritual practices to help deepen
people’s relationship to God during this
difficult time.

For 2021, Rev. Dibelius is zeroing in
on spiritual disciplines. She explains
that spiritual disciplines are a way to
get away with Jesus, walk with Jesus,
and learn from Jesus.
 
Click here for Rev. Dibelius’s latest
spiritual discipline exploration,
revisiting the discipline of Lectio Divina.

The May Issue I
of the Bridge is
now available for
download. It is
available in both

color and black & white formats. Click
here to select the version you prefer
and make copies as necessary. The
stories that are featured in the Bridge
can also be accessed from the news

Co-Chairs, UNYAC Safe Sanctuaries

This is a reminder that New
York State employers
(including churches) must
adopt a sexual harassment
prevention policy and
provide training on sexual harassment prevention
to their employees on an annual basis.

Sexual Harassment Prevention Policy
Each New York State employer is required to
have a sexual harassment prevention policy in
place. The employer’s sexual harassment
prevention policy must be provided to the
employee at the time of hire and during each
annual training. The policy can be provided
electronically as long as the employee is able to
print the policy for their records.
It is recommended you obtain a signed
acknowledgment from the employee affirming
they have received and read the employer’s
sexual harassment prevention policy.
Click here for a prior news article on the sexual
harassment prevention policy requirements.

Sexual Harassment Prevention Training
New York State Law requires that employers of
one or more employees must conduct sexual
harassment prevention training for all employees
on an annual basis. The employer can decide the
timing of the annual training (calendar year,
anniversary date, or any other date) as long as it
is completed annually. Employers are
encouraged to track completion of training
through attendance sheets, certificates of
completion, or some other manner for audit
purposes.

Free Training Available
The New York City Commission on Human
Rights has developed a free online training that
will satisfy both the New York State and New
York City anti-sexual harassment training
requirements. New York City's free online
training is available here.

Please note that Safe Sanctuaries training
does not exempt churches from the New York
State sexual harassment prevention training
requirements.

Click here for a previous news article with a
helpful FAQ on this topic.

Click here for a previous news article on
additional training options.

If you have questions on this topic, please
contact Tracy Rickett, Human Resources
Generalist, at tracyrickett@unyumc.org or
(315) 898-2017.

https://files.constantcontact.com/282f4e31501/cd62288c-dd74-49bb-9a28-b386350fbce5.docx
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001H6nvCZGrPdg9LX1Ggm2NAsY-gDlIa00XXPayJJGWSHzfe4rOtE0s0IQVgloYPsWnSBdXHKVC-i3JsrZSZkyOjDTf9xE3bBm3CvcU-EZ65FIanPWESxeLB-TDag2cMrVkViVl_rJw-FA2tmSblSSSbw==&c=CsiwHSQHRcRnT4lbQlYy3CFTfCK7tQjJaZaNugFSf2zZxNiwAif6iw==&ch=5_3QeqMb8JwlSoshV3P4Coe4WeiHprcTSJS2OHygV4O7ZG_WxOS2OQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001CsLdnfjQf4K485FB1CdhoxQ8y5qBKWOQZdQ4_sK2HC3ssJSSzk848uZZNL9yR0p6s3ScgyBfZ5s19D_LNPVh31oEhjGYBnbiUvru6XqkwUAXjYu--6ZkAtenmrggxdeekNYCbqE7IymmtHZYA2AnFzi3j5n2W1WW7zlm2anKkmY=&c=zgYtXfUQSKLM2ARtGjEW2IPocqcgYHBdB4XRu2zGrvBunsYi_2zjBA==&ch=yBGEnkHhWMyWDDUvO5gt1da9Si8SvF-dDHw_wdGlj-liriZsLjlJ4w==&jrc=1
https://www.unyumc.org/news/article/new-york-state-employers-required-to-adopt-a-sexual-harassment-policy-training
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/cchr/law/sexual-harassment-training.page
https://www.unyumc.org/news/article/frequently-asked-questions-faq-sexual-harassment-training
https://www.unyumc.org/news/article/nys-employers-required-to-provide-sexual-harassment-prevention-training
mailto:tracyrickett@unyumc.org


section of the Upper New York (UNY)
Conference website for easy copying
and pasting for those who wish to
electronically distribute news featured
in the Bridge. Click here to access the
UNY Conference news items.
 
This issue announces the new team of
leaders available to help people plant
New Faith Communities. It also
includes information about a campaign
dedicated to Hispanic and Latino New
Faith Communities and an
announcement about the “new” New
Faith Community, Church in the Wild. 

May 15 Learning Session
with Zach Stahlsmith

Saturday, May 15, kicks off the
Cornerstone District’s 7th Annual
Learning Day for Laity & Clergy.
Unlike in past years, the Cornerstone
District Leadership Team (DLT) has
decided to offer several opportunities
for learning and growth throughout
2021. The initial events will be
available online; others may be offered
in person. The hope is that offering
sessions on different days at different
times will encourage more people to
participate.

Our first session, "Sound Theology,"
led by Zach Stahlsmith from
Chautauqua:Hurlbut UMC, is
scheduled from on Zoom from 11 am
to 12 noon on May 15. Zach will talk
about live-streaming worship, including
gear and technology;
sanctuary/worship space layout; and
how to make a great product. There
will be time at the end for questions.

Advance registration is not required.
Click on the Zoom link below before 11
am on May 15 and Zach will admit you
to the session.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/51267561
35

Or join the session by phone:
Meeting ID: 512 675 6135

Please click here for
the May issue of the

Media Resource Center newsletter!

UMCOR Disaster Relief Kits Update
From MaryBeth Ingalls, UNY Mission HUB

First, thanks to all churches for the support of
this much needed mission, for thinking of people
in need when a natural disaster wreaks havoc in
a community. Disaster Relief Kits are a blessing
to
many.

I love how the districts are working together,
collecting supplies and/or kits in their churches to
drop off here at the HUB. Being connected is so
important - working together is the key to being
the hands and feet of Jesus.

UMCOR frequently updates their supply lists as
needed. I noticed when verifying the cleaning
bucket kits, a few items were not specific to the
current UMCOR list. For example, aerosol cans
can expand in heat and cold causing the seal to
break and/or explode, contaminating everything
in the bucket. Gel air fresheners and insect
wipes are better suited for long-term storage.

N95 masks are specific for mold and micro
debris in the air when cleaning, regular dust
masks are not. N95 masks are hard to find; if an
organization cannot find them (or any item on the
supply list), we have them here. We ask for a $1
donation per item missing to cover costs.

Please help us get the word out about the
updated/current UMCOR supply lists:
https://www.unyumc.org/mission/umcor-
supply-list

Based on the updated UMCOR supply lists, we
donate the items we are not able to use to other
local nonprofits: SPCA, Humane Society,
blessing bags, men's & women's shelters, food
pantries, soup kitchens, etc. Nothing goes to
waste, believe me!

Questions? Please contact me,
marybethingalls@unyumc.org

Blessings to you!

The Upper New
York Camp and
Retreat Ministry
Area is excited to
welcome back
campers and

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001CsLdnfjQf4K485FB1CdhoxQ8y5qBKWOQZdQ4_sK2HC3ssJSSzk848ue-Ca2WOIpwY-r2ss1eedsIfGTw_Wa_7eWiDlD8CxgyFaAaue9dfbbmDB_b_OfOeQcdLSZvXTBNZYhDR9nqwSGIU69q7ui3VDX-srvseIsm&c=zgYtXfUQSKLM2ARtGjEW2IPocqcgYHBdB4XRu2zGrvBunsYi_2zjBA==&ch=yBGEnkHhWMyWDDUvO5gt1da9Si8SvF-dDHw_wdGlj-liriZsLjlJ4w==&jrc=1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5126756135
https://www.unyumc.org/mission/umcor-supply-list
mailto:marybethingalls@unyumc.org


    +1 646 558 8656 US (New York)

Hope to "see" you there!

The UMC is leading a
sustained and
coordinated effort to
actively engage in
the ministry of
dismantling racism
and promoting
racial justice. The
UNY Conference
Communications
team will regularly share worship,
advocacy, and educational resources
to help with this important campaign.

This week we share with you an article,
written by the Rev. Mart Swords-
Horrell, pastor at Oneonta First UMC,
about white fragility.
 
Click here to read this thought-
provoking story. 

Information Needed for
Lawsuits Filed Against UNY

Under the Child’s Victims Act
In response to lawsuits filed against
the Conference under the Child Victims
Act, the Conference Board of
Trustees is seeking to identify
insurance carriers, agents, or brokers
used by any of UNY’s former
Conferences (North Central New York,
Troy, Western New York, and
Wyoming Conferences) in the time
period 1960 – 1990. Any information
would be helpful and can be sent to
info@unyumc.org.

Click here for the latest
issue of the

All Annual Conference
newsletter,

courtesy of Patti Gridley,
Mountain View District!

The UM News team
brings you breaking
news, features and
commentaries from
across our global
connection, such as

recent stories concerning the future of

guests for summer
programs at all five
of our sites. Safety
precautions
(including limiting
capacity) will be in
place to ensure the
safety of all, as

life-long memories are made in our fun and
supportive environments.
 
Click here for more information on the programs
being offered this summer, which is also where
you will find the link to register. We can’t wait to
see you this summer!

Upper New York Area Resident Bishop
Mark J. Webb and the Upper New York
Conference announce one ad interim
appointment, six appointments, and
three retirements pending approval of
clergy session. View the full list of
changes here.

Equalization
Members Needed -

Apply Today!
Lay people who are not
the Lay Delegate for
their churches are
invited to consider

serving as Equalization Members to Annual
Conference. Youth (ages 12-17), Young Adults
(ages 18-30) and Adults are welcome to apply
(click here for application). Contact your pastor
or the District office for more information.

Pre-Conference Training Dates
If you are a clergy or lay delegate or EQ Member
to the 2021 Annual Conference, it would be a
good idea to pencil in one of the days below to
attend a Pre-Conference training - the UNY
Cabinet and the executive staff have secured
different days and times for this training in hopes
of accommodating as many people as possible
to attend.
 
Choose one of the following dates and times:
·    May 8 - 9 - 11 am
·    May 13 - 6 - 8 pm
·    May 20 - 9 - 11 am
 
At these trainings, first, Dave Wood from GNTV
(this year’s technology support) will offer a
presentation and tutorial on how the platform will
work for this year’s virtual conference.
 
GNTV has offered their services to many
Conferences throughout the country and along

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001H6nvCZGrPdg9LX1Ggm2NAsY-gDlIa00XXPayJJGWSHzfe4rOtE0s0IQVgloYPsWncN6rIKdtPAzkg7Cgdb-EhkvcOw3iQl9MCJYr35QM4SoN2ZGhh3Avom2BjNi3ELNNguaRtp7zj0spyrT1SN5l_rRqtk1Bs1jPrQMdJCjYzbsiHdycJXg2ylORvalD1xg7RPIjmUouCwQ=&c=CsiwHSQHRcRnT4lbQlYy3CFTfCK7tQjJaZaNugFSf2zZxNiwAif6iw==&ch=5_3QeqMb8JwlSoshV3P4Coe4WeiHprcTSJS2OHygV4O7ZG_WxOS2OQ==
mailto:info@unyumc.org
https://conta.cc/32QzOyP
http://e.umc.org/MDc4LUpYUS02NDMAAAF8uGorKtT-dPBd0o_Mff6o8OwfBaMJIQLI1n4fFh881zdgBvK0yV6sSfbnIriDILJ4TMmhSlk=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001H6nvCZGrPdg9LX1Ggm2NAsY-gDlIa00XXPayJJGWSHzfe4rOtE0s0IQVgloYPsWn4vw3RQuHU3qdJ00dKVRnG_15YJ1mgsoqUGDuzQdStXxhmuJ4S1FEVZR-xe6uvriqiDJRfj_FTY8aAaXPstcUGzGDJ3Li5AbUy5zkpgAU81I=&c=CsiwHSQHRcRnT4lbQlYy3CFTfCK7tQjJaZaNugFSf2zZxNiwAif6iw==&ch=5_3QeqMb8JwlSoshV3P4Coe4WeiHprcTSJS2OHygV4O7ZG_WxOS2OQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QjPqLECE5t_WmhhpKKkK7f9htcDDC-gd3_WjSgrIbaOhVVanV2Ke2ZvWSbeEKKdvln6eAa-iK2gpxmY-05kshpjlhJKTxUchyDSkCKGBRLff44HwtUY9AzeuX9EjQ3jFSwvSONY-Q5o5JDYHr4ZRTyiNGnvKnnXbNWBlbjipl9g=&c=p5UurLSMX4LAoY6e3jQyGkVojL5l5UJZjbb_dgfTwcmRE-dE3gK24Q==&ch=CcwMgRMRmEigl7dZe6zLTRRvEDLuTRO0CAwIkAY_7FBau-IxXwkmyA==
https://files.constantcontact.com/282f4e31501/7d3d41ea-2214-4e50-8a5b-a5d29573f938.docx


the denomination, spotlights on
transformational ministries and articles
about efforts to dismantle racism.
Receive updates in your inbox by
subscribing to the Daily Digest or just
the Friday Digest, which includes
weekly highlights.
 

SUBSCRIBE

Interested in receiving only the Friday
Digest with weekly wrapup? Click
here.

Fraudulent Unemployment
Claims in UNY

The Upper NY Conference office has
seen an increase in fraudulent
unemployment claims for Conference
staff. We have received a few calls
from churches who participate in
unemployment insurance that they
have as well. Click here to find out
what to do if you receive a fraudulent
unemployment claim.

Delay in Payment Extended
In 2020, the Conference Board of
Pension and Health Benefits
(CBOPHB) had approved delayed
enforcement of the direct bill arrearage
policy through December 31, 2020.
Understanding the continued struggle
faced by many congregations, the
Board has approved to extend that
delay through December 31, 2021.

If your church is still able to pay their
direct bills, they should. If a church is
experiencing financial hardship as a
result of reduced giving during this
time, the church is asked to notify their
District Superintendent as well as the
Benefits office (Susan Latessa) to
discuss their situation. The Upper New
York Conference will work with
churches on a case-by-case basis.

CLASSES
OPEN TO ALL

Basic Lay Servant 
May 13 & 27, 6-9 pm;
May 29, 9 am - 1 pm;
and June 7, 6-9 pm
Zoom: Course fee: $15
Click here for the registration
brochure.
 
Spiritual Gifts

with accolades and high recommendations,
GNTV also received awards at the United
Methodist Association of Communicators Awards
gala.
 
This training will then move on to the Rev. Bill
Gottschalk-Fielding, UNY Director of
Connectional Ministries and Executive Assistant
to the Bishop, and other Conference leaders
previewing the agenda of the 2021 Annual
Conference. There will also be a time for
questions and answers.
 
Zoom links will be posted on the Conference
website and sent via email as the training gets
closer.

John Wesley's
Health Tips

United Methodists are
indebted to John Wesley
for his habits of study and
discipline that enabled
him to create the writings and teachings that
became our denominational traditions. What may
be less well known is that Wesley also was
fascinated by the human body; he conducted
many an experiment on himself, eventually
leading to his development of more than 800
remedies for 300 unique ailments, which he
recorded in his volume, Primitive Physick.
 
One of Wesley’s remedies was for coughs; he
suggested to, “make a hole through a lemon and
fill it with honey. Roast it and catch the juice.
Take a tea-spoonful of this frequently.”
 
Click here to discover a few more of John
Wesley’s health tips. 

Is My DS Emailing Me?
Have you recently received
emails your District
Superintendent, your pastor,
or other leader asking for gift

cards/money or perhaps informing you of an
urgent request? Please be aware that these are
phishing schemes—they are SPAM emails. Do
NOT send buy or send gift cards! Over the past
year, there has been an increase in these types
of emails world-wide, and, just like everyone
else, we have seen an increase in Upper New
York. Here are some identifiers of these types of
emails:
 
·    First and foremost, your DS or another leader
would not request gift cards or money from you
in an email.
·    If the email has a picture or your DS or the
person requesting gift cards or money, don’t fall
for this scam. It is extremely rare for someone to

https://www.umnews.org/subscription-pages/umnews-daily-digest-subscribe?utm_source=communication essentials&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=resourceumc&utm_content=digest04/28/2021&mkt_tok=MDc4LUpYUS02NDMAAAF8uGorKrJ3eOjdtJYUOGYg3HHfE8-OVTUxnCkTsECTjTSEJkOMNIf0AF-BwZPCmUyEU56Pwk-roByua9d_f61Rgp42RK4keW8KD0mu7Gn99xs85g
https://www.umnews.org/subscription-pages/umnews-weekly-digest-subscribe
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Q1CmEXaxjfGtGazU_mJa3VsHSSzwTWNAD-sP1XLP02zkYb0jE11rv4nuJEjg69EX4ZUOPsJdFZRpoUORt1AEFrgekKR8PbGtOXOCZoQ43u1T2jlCCszldHDl127EE6PuOVfT8KbUAeGD-MwDl0Aw_q-1AgUVXx-Z644IXEN-iF1-9cGR-V5VRio_PzE7KNtyoagzb2aR6vNSO0kJKP5lew==&c=tW0ZXXgQnrls-vswKnTmUH8vreABjBZOBZIuQ0TUTdIhhU5T4IwqNw==&ch=U5-yzQpmGowFt-crvfFztvSKqBczUgivnZ7DKhWIV9AwzZcUuy676g==
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June 14 & 21, 6-9 pm; June 26, 9 am -
1 pm; and July 1, 6-9 pm
Zoom: Course fee: $15  
Click here for the registration
brochure.
 
Leading Worship
July 14, 21 & 28, 6-9 pm and August 7,
9 am - 1 pm
Zoom: Course fee: $15
Click here for the registration
brochure. 

include their photo in an email!
·    If the email says it is urgent or a favor is
needed, not mentioning what and asks you not to
call but to reply by email, it is likely a phishing
email.
·    Check the email address—if it is not a
unyumc.org email (example
debbieearthrowl@unyumc.org); it is SPAM!
 
If you get emails like these, simply delete them
and/or mark it as SPAM.
 
Click here for a good five-minute video clip on
what to look for in phishing emails.

CORNERSTONE DISTRICT
[cornerstonedistrict.com]
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