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From Pastor Karen
On the 8th of this month, we will elect a new President of our United
States. Except, with all of the political rhetoric, the mud-slinging, and personal attacks (and I’m not even talking about the candidates themselves), our
States are feeling anything but united here recently. I bring this up because the
world, in fact, does not end on November 8th (no matter how much people may
insist otherwise if their particular candidate isn’t elected). On November 9th
the election will be over. One person will have been declared President. Half
the nation will feel validated, the other half will feel betrayed. And I’m not
exactly sure where that leaves us. I keep seeing all these posts on Facebook,
“Can’t the election just be over already?” “I can’t wait until the election is
over so things can go back to normal.” “I'm going to sleep, somebody wake
me when the election’s over.” I completely understand the sentiment. The
constant barrage of hatespeak and vitriol that fills our media is exhausting. It
forces an already tenuously divided public further and further apart. There is
anger on both sides. There is hurt on both sides. There is fear and judgment
on both sides. So I have to say, more than any previous election I have experienced in my lifetime, I worry about November 9th. Regardless of the election’s outcome, come November 9th, I don’t think everything just goes back to
“normal.”
So I am writing this as an appeal to all of us. Come November 9th, we
are going to need to begin a process of reconciliation. Note that I didn’t say
forgiveness. There’s a reason for that. Forgiveness involves the letting go of a
hurt. But forgiveness is a one-sided act. The person responsible for the hurt
does not necessarily have to acknowledge the wrong they have done. Reconciliation, however, involves both parties. It involves repentance. The person
responsible acknowledges the damage they have done. The hurt is named. It
is forgiven, and the relationship between the two is restored. We all know how
hard forgiveness is. Well, reconciliation is harder. And we need reconciliation.
We are past the point at which we can ignore or make light of the hurt
we have caused one another. We cannot explain it away or assuage our guilt,
because it is not explainable and we are very much guilty. I can easily come
up with examples from both sides. I’ve heard vicious attacks from folks on
the right whose rhetoric doesn’t take the form of any policy grievance. Rather,
they attack the way Hillary Clinton looks, call her debasing names for women,
and insult her very “womanness” with vulgarity. And yet, in the same breath
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that folks on the left would rebuke these absolutely inappropriate insults, they would do the same to
Donald Trump’s wife, Melania, calling her different but equally awful and debasing names.
We are so caught up in being Democrat, Republican, Independent, liberal, conservative,
moderate… even American, we seem to have forgotten, first and foremost, we are none of these
things. First and foremost we are children of God. We need to let that sink in for a bit. Because if
we really saw each other as fellow children of God, I don’t think we could say the things we have
said to or about one another. Things have gotten ugly. We have gotten ugly.
We are in desperate need of reconciliation. The first step is acknowledging the hurt that we
have caused. We have to own it: It is not okay to objectify women. It is not okay to dismiss predatory behavior as “locker-room talk.” It is not okay to lie. It is not okay generalize entire groups of
people as “stupid,” “evil,” “lazy,” or “deplorable.” It is not okay to prey on and incite people’s
fears, neither is it okay to carelessly dismiss them. People are hurting in our country, and the solution isn’t finding someone else to blame or making excuses for it. Again, we have to acknowledge
the hurt we have caused. We need to ask forgiveness of one another, and we need to forgive one
another. We need to mend our broken relationships, and we need to do better in the future to work
together even when we disagree. November 8th will be here and over soon enough. The choice for
President will be made. Half the country will celebrate. Half will bemoan. And then on November
9th, we will have a new choice. Will we allow the cycle of hatred and division to continue? Or will
we begin the hard work of reconciliation? Will we ask forgiveness of one another and forgive one
another to mend our broken relationships? Will we be able to see each other, first and foremost, as
beloved children of God? Will we?
I pray, as always, that the peace of God, which passes all human understanding, would forever bind our hearts and our minds in Christ Jesus.
In Christ, Pastor Karen

The Reformation: 499 years and counting
In 2017, Lutherans, other Protestants and even Roman Catholics will mark the 500th anniversary of the
German Reformation, when Martin Luther, a relatively unknown theology professor in Wittenberg, penned
95 short statements, or theses, on the practice of indulgence sales for debate at his university.
On Oct. 31, 1517, Luther sent a copy of the theses to Albrecht, the archbishop of Mainz. Ten years later, on
Nov. 1, 1527, he remembered the day for “the trampling under foot of indulgences” and promised an old
friend that he would toast its memory. People are still remembering 499 years later.
The 95 Theses made two main points. First, they argued from history that the pope, like other pastors, only
had authority over ecclesiastical penalties imposed upon flagrant sinners but no authority to reduce God’s
punishment or chastisement for sin. Most of the ensuing debate focused on this.
Second, they harshly criticized preachers of indulgences for misleading people into thinking they could
ever purchase their way around God’s discipline and penalties for sin by buying the church’s indulgence.
This second point directs us to the heart of the Christian message for all people. When gathering on
“Reformation Sunday,” we best remember this second point and shape our preaching, teaching and worship accordingly. Three theses summarize this.
Thesis 1: “Our Lord and Master Jesus Christ, in saying ‘Do penance …’ (Matthew 4:17) wanted the
entire life of the faithful to be one of penitence.”
In the standard Latin Bible of Luther’s day, Matthew 4:17 was sometimes taken as a command to go to the
“Sacrament of Penance.” In 1516, however, the first Greek New Testament appeared in print, and Luther
learned that the Greek word translated into Latin as “penance” meant “change one’s mind.” Thus, Luther
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argued that Jesus’ words extended far beyond private confession to a priest, and he insisted that there was
no “before and after” in the Christian life.
This thought not only ran against the teaching of Luther’s day, but it also challenges Christian practice
today, when many people think they once were sinners but now are at least on the way to becoming
saints.
Luther’s first thesis proclaimed that when we stand before God, we are always and only sinners in need
of God’s amazing grace. Moreover, when we hear the unconditional promise “You are forgiven,” that
word justifies us in God’s sight, clothing us with Christ’s righteousness. Thus, as Luther often repeated,
we are at the same time righteous and sinner (simul iustus et peccator) and must daily return to God’s
baptismal promises to us.
Theses 92 and 93: “And thus, away with all those prophets who say to Christ’s people, ‘Peace,
peace’ (Jeremiah 6:14), and there is no peace. May it go well for all of those prophets who say to
Christ’s people, ‘Cross, cross,’ and there is no cross!”
These statements summarize the entire 95 Theses. Luther accuses indulgence preachers of offering false
peace to people by proclaiming escape from God’s chastisement by obtaining letters of indulgence.
Christians can no more avoid the consequences of sin than they can buy their way out of death.
Many secular and ecclesiastical preachers in our day lure people into the same trap—offering all kinds of
“peace” (emotional, financial, familial or societal) and ignoring the truth of the human condition. A letter
from 1516 that Luther wrote to a fellow Augustinian, who had just lost his position as prior, clarifies his
point:
That person whom no one disturbs does not have peace—on the contrary, this is the peace of the world.
Instead, that person whom everyone and everything disturbs has peace and bears all of these things with
quiet joy. You are saying with Israel, “Peace, peace, and there is no peace”; instead say with Christ,
“Cross, cross, and there is no cross.” For as quickly as the cross ceases to be cross, so quickly you
would say joyfully (with the hymn), “Blessed cross, among the trees there is none such [as you].”
It’s tempting to proclaim and believe in worldly peace. The Christian life, however, moves daily from
cross to resurrection, from terror to peace, from death to life, and—as in our daily baptism—from drowning to rising. This movement properly distinguishes law (which shows sin and puts to death) from gospel
(which proclaims forgiveness and brings to life).
It also demonstrates what Luther called the theology of the cross, that is, the revelation of God in the last
place we would reasonably look (namely in the midst of sin, suffering and death).
Thus, our proclamation on Reformation Sunday, and every Sunday in between, is simply: “You have
died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God” (Colossians 3:3). In later writings, Luther associates this
“saint and sinner,” “dying and rising” and “hidden life of faith” with baptism. Perhaps the best way to
commemorate the Reformation may be simply to return to our baptisms, where we were marked with the
cross of Christ forever.
Citations from Martin Luther’s 95 Theses with Introduction, Commentary and Study Guide by Timothy
J. Wengert (Fortress Press, 2015).
Timothy J. Wengert
Wengert, an ELCA pastor, is professor emeritus of Reformation history at the Lutheran
Theological Seminary at Philadelphia. Author and editor of more than 20 books, including
“Martin Luther's Catechisms: Forming the Faith” (Fortress, 2009), his translation of the
Small Catechism is used extensively throughout the ELCA.
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N O V E M B E R & D E C E M B E R M I N I S T R Y S T E WA R D S
USHERS
November
Dan Long, Chris Swanson.
Jim Anderson, Ron Twining
December
Skip Hamler, Dave Kowalka,
Eric Akers, Dan Bishop
ALTAR CARE
COMMUNION PREPARER
November
Amy Long
Roseanne Griffith
December
Kathy Wharton
Lucille Vaas
COMMUNION ASSISTANT
November
Sheryl Budd
Ken Rinehart
December
Emily Anderson
CHANCEL FLOWERS
11/06—Hamler
11/13—Lillian White
11/20—
11/27—
12/04—Cathy King
12/11—Cook
12/18—Pagano
12/24—Bolen
12/25—

LECTORS
11/06—Larry Oberholtzer
11/13—Natalie Anderson
11/20—Amy Long
11/27—Freda Cook
12/04—Dave Kowalka
12/11—Larry Schiemann
12/18—Deb Akers
12/24—Chris Swanson
12/25—Lisa Blackley

GREETERS
11/06—Lucille Vaas & Jean Boreman
11/13—Connie & Dick Armstrong
11/20—Chris Swanson/Frank Harned
11/27—Dave & Diana Kowalka
12/04—Nevank Fulk & Betty Harper
12/11—Skip & Jill Hamler
12/18—Jim & Natalie Anderson
12/24—Larry / Ed Oberholtzer
12/25—Shirley Beck & Barb Dreher
FLOWER ARRANGER
November
Jill Hamler
December
Diana Kowalks
FLOWER DELIVERER
November
Kathy Wharton
December
Lucille Vaas

ACOLYTES
11/06—Luke Blackley
11/13—Bethanee Bishop
11/20—Ty Bolen
11/27—Mason Myers
12/04—Bethanee Bishop
12/11—Paige Swanson
12/18—Shane Cook
12/24—Dary & Elizabeth
Warren
12/25—Will Long

WORSHIP TAPE
DELIVERER
November
December
Lucille Vaas
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WORSHIP COMMITTEE
Winter Confirmation and Youth Group Dates
November 6th- Confirmation 11:30-1
November 19th-20th- Youth Group Lock in at
Peace (time to be determined)
December 4th- Confirmation 11:30-1
December 18th- Youth Group Christmas Party
11:30-?

MENS MINISTRY
PEACE MAKERS

Meet on the 3rd Saturday of the month
Next meeting is November 19 @ 9am

MEN’S BREAKFAST
1st Saturday of every month!
Men of ALL ages are invited to the
monthly fellowship breakfast.
November 5 @ 7am at Buehler’s
Come and enjoy good food, good conversation, and share the Good News for our
lives. We are on our way for our busy lives
by 8:00am

WOMEN’S CIRCLES
DORCAS CIRCLE

Dorcas Circle meets the 2nd & 4th Wednesdays of the month in the Fellowship Hall at
1:00 p.m. but due to Thanksgiving we will
meet on the 9th & 16th On Oct 16 this year's
100 quilts plus 96 School Kits were taken to
Jerusalem Lutheran Church in Seville for
shipment to Lutheran World Relief. we plan to
have 2 sessions of ironing material & cutting
our quilt squares before starting to assemble
our quilts for the 2017 gathering over the next
several months.
Pastor Jon & Doris Wanamaker reported that
they had collected 576 bars of soap to aid the
relief effort with help from the challenge to ur

congregation to bring in soap to match other
soap donations.
You are welcome to join us as we knot
these quilts together.
FAITH CIRCLE

Faith Circle meets the 3rd. Thursday of the
month at 2:00 p.m. in the Meeting Room
except for January & February. We will
meet on Nov. 17th with Shirley Chandler as
study leader. Her topic will be, "Paul and
the Owner of Failure" from the series,
"When God Chooses the Unlikely".
All are welcome to join us for
study and fellowship.
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E v e ry bo dy ha s a mo ti v a t i o n t o s ta y he a l thy. W ha t' s y o u rs ?
We at Life Line Screening understand that sometimes we put others in front of our own needs. But
we also know that having a healthy body enables us to enjoy more life experiences that are important
to us. Our screenings allow for patients to be proactive about their health. The preventative health
screenings we conduct go beyond regular checkups to provide you and your doctor with valuable information about your health. You’ll be able to get information you need to take action to prevent
chronic disease before it’s too late.

Tuesday, November 29, 2016
At Peace Lutheran Church

Order Your Poinsettias
I would like to order
_______Picasso (red/white),

#@$10.00each
Red,

White

Poinsettias are in a 6-1/2” pot with gold foil.
In Memory of _____________________________________________________
In Honor of

_____________________________________________________

Your Name

_____________________________________________________
*****Deadline for ordering is November 27th *****
Payment is to be made with order –
Please send check/money with your order,
or put in Tabatha’s Office Door.

A L L S A I N T S S U N D AY
Jesus looked up at his disciples and called them "blessed," these poor, hungry, tear-stained followers of his. Were they able to hear in these words of blessing the ancient story of God's salvation
among them?
The words of promise spoken by God to Abraham and Sarah, that God would bring them into a
new land and that their descendants would number among the stars. Blessed. Moses, barefoot and
on his knees, sent to lead the people to freedom. Blessed. The angel's announcement to Mary that
she would bear a child named Jesus. Blessed. The voice spoken over Jesus as he rose out of the
River Jordan, "You are my son, the Beloved . . . ." Blessed. Jesus' call to the disciples at the seashore, "Follow me." Blessed. And even today, the promise-laden waters of baptism that wash over
naked skin as gentle hands rest on the crown of the head: "Pour out your Holy Spirit . . . ." Blessed.
The gathered community for which bread is broken and wine is poured, "This cup of the new covenant . . . ." Blessed.
Did those blessed disciples hear this ancient and future story of God's salvation as Jesus looked up
to them and spoke?
The blessed of God are the saints of God. And the saints of God live in this story of blessing. But it
doesn't stop there. This blessing also shakes the world to the foundations. "Love your enemies, do
good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you" (Luke 6:2728). These teachings are not just demanding; they call us to become entirely different people from
who we are. Where do we start? We start by rejoicing in God's blessing. And we let the God who
has called us and blessed us lead us in living the life of the children of God. Such is the blessed
journey of all God's saints.

We will celebrate All Saints Sunday on November 6th with remembering all those
Saints in our congregation who have passed away this past year:
Jean Robertson, Signa Eileen Johnson, Hans Jurgen “Joe” Marker, Betty Smith,
Erika “Hanni” Talpas, Marcia Ann Bauer, Ruth Anselm, Joyce Weber

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
11/01-Herman Huffman

12/20-Karla Pagano

11/04-William Morrison

11/21-Elizabeth Warren

11/04-Ben Bolen
11/05-Nova Skidmore

Darby Warren
11/22-Frank Harned

11/09-Mona Kratzer

Jan Harned

11/13-Raymond Warren

Robert Winters

11/18-Roger Irvin

11/23-Larry Oberholtzer

11/20-Skip Hamler

11/30-Donny Myers

Birthday Highlights:
Nov

5

Nova Skidmore
Belmont Tower Rm. 208
Ashland

9
Mona Kratzer—85!!
Family said she would love cards!
5241 Sunny Brook Rd. C-14
``
Kent, Ohio 44240
22 Robert Winters
1970 Woodmont Rd.
Mansfield 44905

29
Life Screen Event

30

23

28

22

27 Advent 1
9am S.S Classes
10-Worship

17
11am Bible Study
2pm Faith Circle

6pm Beer and Bible
Study

10
11am Bible Study

24

16
1pm Dorcas Circle

9
1pm Dorcas Circle

6pm Beer and Bible
Study

3
11am Bible Study

Thu

21

ELECTION

2

Wed

20 Christ the King
9am S.S Classes
10-Worship/Comm.

15

8

1

Tue

6pm Beer and Bible
Study

14

13
9am S.S Classes
10-Worship

Mon

Zion Dinner

7

6 All Saints Sunday
9am S.S Classes
10-Worship/Comm.

Sun

25
Church Office Closed

18
Pastor Karen’s Day Off

11
Pastor Karen’s Day Off

4
Pastor Karen’s Day Off

Fri

NOVEMBER 2016

26

19
9 am Peace Makers

12

5
7am Men’s Breakfast
at Buehler’s

Sat
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Heavenly Father, on Thanksgiving Day
We thank you for the turkey,
The gravy and the dressing.
Dear Lord, this table overflows
With Thy abundant blessing.
Let us always be aware
That all gifts come from You,
And may we serve Your heavenly will
In everything we do. Amen.

THANKSGIVING DINNER
PRAYERS

We bow our hearts to You and pray.
We give You thanks for all You’ve done
Especially for the gift of Jesus, Your Son.
For beauty in nature, Your glory we see
For joy and health, friends and family,
For daily provision, Your mercy and care
These are the blessings You graciously share.
So today we offer this response of praise
With a promise to follow You all of our days.

I N O U R P R AY E R S
Shut ins: Pat Daniels, Jim Daniels, Nova Skidmore, Miriam Cunningham,
Bonnie Wuthrich, Nick Pagano, Mona Kratzer, JoAnne Offhaus
Linda Pittinger, Bev Stiner, John Mahl, David Winger, Jamie, William Morrison, Herb Heyl,
Bill Hamler, Barb Dreher, Tom LaFrance, Karen Derby, Dave Kowalka, Sandy Moherman,
Jim Anderson.
Staff of Peace Lutheran Church, the Congregational Council and the members of the standing
committees. Those serving in the Military, those who have been injured, those who have died,
and their family and friends.

Staff Phone Numbers
Pastor Karen Liddy
216-559-3545(Cell)

Tabatha Wagner, Office Manager
419-281-1469 (church phone)

Jim Anderson, Council President
419-281-2909

Skip Hamler, Custodian
419-589-4946
Cell-419-709-7754

Ron Blackley, Director of Music
419-289-7792
Cell-419-606-0696

Larry Oberholtzer, Property/Grounds
419-289-1715

Peace Lutheran Church
1360 Smith Road
Ashland, Ohio 44805
Office 419.281.1469
Email: peace2office@zoominternet.net
Website: www.ashlandpeacelutheran.org

“Where the Word of God is preached and people come to know the Lord”

