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“[The lawyer] asked Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbor?’ Jesus replied, ‘A 

man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of 

robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. 

Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he 

passed by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place 

and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan while travelling 

came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. He went to 

him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then 

he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 

The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, 

“Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more 

you spend.” Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man 

who fell into the hands of the robbers?’ He said, ‘The one who showed him 

mercy.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Go and do likewise.’” Luke 10:29-37 

 

 Some things in scripture are more important than others.  The command 

to love God and to love our neighbors as ourselves in one of those “more im-

portant things.”  Jesus tells us this.  Here in the gospel of Luke, just after being 

told to “love your neighbor as yourself” this lawyer has a question.  “Who is 

my neighbor?”  Jesus gives his answer in a parable, in the very famous parable 

of the Good Samaritan.  The entire point of this parable is that the category of 

“neighbor” includes those we might not expect.  Jewish people didn’t like Sa-

maritans.  There were religious differences, ethnic differences, mistrust and 

even hatred between them.  Yet it is a Samaritan who provided assistance to 

the injured Jewish man on the road.  And so we have our answer.  Your 

neighbor is not necessarily the person who looks like you or thinks like you.  

Your neighbor is not necessarily someone you like or respect.  This parable 

tells us that our neighbor is anyone who needs us.  Our neighbor is anyone 

who needs our mercy, our compassion, a show of love.  And so, not only does 

this parable tell us who our neighbor is, but it also tells us how to be a 

neighbor to others.  We are to show mercy.  We are to show mercy and com-

passion and love even when it is difficult, even when it is not to our benefit.  

  

 I’ve been thinking about this passage a lot lately, mostly because the 

amount hateful and fearful rhetoric that is being so flagrantly thrown around in 
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our society right now in the media and in conversation begs us as Christians to consider Jesus’ 

words here.  Our call as Christians is to love God and to love our neighbor as ourselves: our 

neighbor down the street, our neighbor that we disagree with, our neighbor that we dislike, our 

neighbor that we fear, our Christian neighbor, our Jewish neighbor, our Muslim neighbor, our 

atheist neighbor.  We are called to see a neighbor in and be a neighbor to all of those in need.  

We are called to see a neighbor in and be a neighbor to all of God’s children, regardless of 

their race, creed, or faith.  This isn’t an easy calling we have, but it absolutely is the calling we 

have as Christians.  We are called to show the world that love overcomes fear, mercy over-

comes judgment, and compassion overcomes fear.  So every time the ugliness of hatred and 

fear rears its ugly head in the world, let’s ask, “who is my neighbor?”  And allow Christ to fill 

our hearts with his answer.    

 

 May the peace of God, which passes all understanding, guide your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus. 

 

 In Christ,  

 Pastor Karen 

LENTEN SEASON 2016 

 

March 2nd  Soup & Bread at 6:00pm 

    Lenten Service at 7pm 

   

March 9th   Soup & Bread at 6:00pm 

    Lenten Service at 7pm 

 

March 16th  Soup & Bread at 6:00pm 

    Lenten Service at 7pm 

 

 

 

 

March 20th Palm Sunday, Service at 10am 

March 24th Maundy Thursday, Service at 7pm 

March 25th Good Friday, Service at 7pm 

March 27th Easter  

    Easter Breakfast at 8:30am 



ELCA presiding bishop urges church to have 

‘difficult conversations’ around racism 
1/20/2016  

           CHICAGO (ELCA) – The Rev. Eliza-

beth A. Eaton, presiding bishop of the Evan-

gelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), 

has called on its 3.7 million members to "be 

the church that models for the rest of this 

country what it means to have these difficult 

conversations" about racial inequality. Eaton 

made her remarks during a Jan. 14 live web-

cast, "Confronting Racism: A Holy Yearning." 

            Eaton and co-host William B. Horne, a 

member of St. Paul's Lutheran Church in 

Clearwater, Fla., presented the one-hour webcast, which addressed the complexities and implica-

tions of racism in the context of the criminal justice system. This was the ELCA's second webcast 

focused on racism. 

            Joining Eaton and Horne for the one-hour conversation were: Judge Yolanda Tanner, an 

ELCA member who serves as an associate judge for the Baltimore City Circuit Court; Leonard 

Duncan, an ELCA member and student at Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia; and 

Charlene Guiliani, an ELCA member and former police sergeant who is a student at Wartburg 

Theological Seminary in Dubuque, Iowa. 

            During the webcast Duncan, Guiliani and Tanner shared their experiences and careers in 

the criminal justice system. A portion of the webcast was also dedicated to answering questions 

submitted via email, Facebook and Twitter.  

            Eaton said that, although the webcast "serves as a way to keep the conversation going, it 

provides an opportunity for members and congregations to go deeper in our listening and in build-

ing relationships. We must commit to looking for ways to continue the conversation in our own 

congregations and communities." 

            "But it's not going to work if we don't, if you don't, if all of us don't see that we are inex-

tricably bound to each other, and as Paul says, 'When one member suffers, all suffer and when 

one rejoices, all rejoice.' When we can see that our story is the same and intertwined with every-

one else's story, and, more to the point, that it's God story for us, then I think we might see not 

only the urgency but the beauty and holiness of this moment in time," she said. 

             "Why can't the ELCA be the church that models for the rest of this country what it means 

to have these difficult conversations?" Eaton asked. "And trusting in our baptism, also believe and 

understand that we will never be snatched from Christ's hand. I challenge us to do that." 

 

 

The ELCA is one of the largest Christian denominations in the United States, with more than 3.7 

million members in more than 9,300 congregations across the 50 states and in the Caribbean re-

gion. Known as the church of "God's work. Our hands," the ELCA emphasizes the saving grace of 

God through faith in Jesus Christ, unity among Christians and service in the world. The ELCA's 

roots are in the writings of the German church reformer, Martin Luther.  
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M A R C H  A N D  A P R I L  M I N I S T R Y  S T E WA R D S   

USHERS 

March 

Dan Long, Chris Swanson, Jim 

Anderson, Greg Twinning 

 

April 

Robert Forbes, Skip Hamler,  

Dave Kowalka, Eric Akers 

ACOLYTES 

03/06—Kaylin Ziehm 

03/13—Bethanee Bishop 

03/20—Kylie Egyedi 

03/24—Darby Warren 

03/25—Luke Blackley 

03/27—Will Long & Shane Cook 

 

04/03—Darby Warren 

04/10—Paige Swanson 

04/17—Mason Myers 

04/24—Mikayla Myers 

LECTORS 

03/06—Natalie Anderson 

03/13—Linda Swanson 

03/20—Larry Schiemann 

03/24—Amy Long 

03/25—Deb Akers 

03/27—Dave Kowalka 
 

04/03—Cindy Twining 

04/10—Amy Long 

04/17—Lisa Blackley 

04/24—Larry Oberholtzer 

WORSHIP TAPE 

DELIVERER 

March 

Lucille Vaas 

 

April 

Sharon Johnson 

 

 

 

 

FLOWER ARRANGER 

March 

No Flowers 

 

April  

Diana Kowalka 

 

FLOWER DELIVERER 

March 

No Flowers 

 

April 

Barb Dreher 

GREETERS 

03/06—Lucille Vaas & Jean Boreman 

03/13—Shirley Beck & Barb Dreher 

03/20—Dave & Diana Kowalka 

03/27—Nevanka Fulk & Betty Harper 

 

04/03—Mona Morrison & Sharon Johnson 

04/10—Dick & Connie Armstrong 

04/17—Karla Pagano & Karen Cook 

04/24—Tom & Sheryl Budd 

 CHANCEL FLOWERS 

 

03/06—Lent, No Flowers 

03/13—Lent, No Flowers 

03/20—Lent, No Flowers 

03/27—Easter, No Flowers 

 

 

04/03—Diane Cook 

04/10—Lillian White 

04/17— 

04/24—Sheryl Budd 

 

 

 

ALTAR CARE 

 

COMMUNION PREPARER 

March 

Amy Long 

Roseanne Griffith 

 

April 

Kathy Wharton 

Lucille Vaas 

 

COMMUNION ASSISTANT 

March 

Cathy King 

Freda Cook 

 

April 

Sandi Carpenter 

Lillian White 



 

DORCAS CIRCLE 

 

Dorcas Circle meeets the 2nd & 4th 

Wednesdays of each month in the Fellow-

ship Hall at 1:00 p.m.  In March we will 

meet on the 9th  & 23rd as we continue our 

mission to provide quilts for those in need 

from disasters & conflicts.   

 

Please join us as we knot quilt layers  

together to fill this continuing need. 

 

 

 

 

FAITH CIRCLE 

 

Faith Circle will resume its' regular schedule 

on March 17 in the Meeting Room at 2:00p.m. 

with betty Harper as study leader.  Her topic 

will be, "Being of One Mind" from the series, 

"Christian Citizenship 101".  Members are re-

minded to bring an individual snack for them-

selves for fellowship time.  All are welcome to 

join us. 

 

All are welcome to join us. 

 

 

 

W O R S H I P C O M M I T T E E  

W O M E N ’ S  C I R C L E S  

MEN’S BREAKFAST 

1st Saturday of every month! 

Men of ALL ages are invited to the 

monthly fellowship breakfast. 

March 5 @ 7am at Buehler’s 

  

Come and enjoy good food, good conver-

sation, and share the Good News for our 

lives. We are on our way for our busy lives 

by 8:00am 

M E N S  M I N I S T R Y  

PEACE MAKERS 

Meet on the 3rd Saturday of the month 

March 19 @ 9am. 

Anyone who is interested in wood working 

please contact: Dick Armstrong. 
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Worship Committee 

 

Meets on the 2nd Sunday of every 

month following Worship 
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Peace Lutheran will host a Red Cross Blood Drive on 

Saturday, March 8th 9am-2pm. (Next hosting date is 

May 7th) 

Donating blood is a simple thing to do, but it can make a big difference in the lives 

of others.   

R E D  C R O S S  B L O O D  D R I V E  

 

Peace Lutheran will host ACCESS the weak of February 28th.  

2 0 1 6  P e a c e  C o u n c i l   

Colorectal cancer is the fourth most common cancer in the United States and the second lead-

ing cause of death from cancer. Colorectal cancer affects people in all racial and ethnic groups 

and is most often found in people age 50 and older. 

The good news?  

 If everyone 50 and older were screened regularly, 6 out of 10 deaths from colorectal cancer 

could be prevented.  Early stages of colorectal cancer don’t usually have symptoms. Later, 

people may have symptoms.  

http://healthfinder.gov/NHO/Marchtoolkit.aspx for more information and risk factors along 

with symptoms.  

H E A L T H  C A B I N E T  N E W S  

A Readers Theatre Company is offering Readers Theatre classes hosted by Peace 

Lutheran Church.  Classes will meet weekly for eight sessions beginning Tuesday, 

April 5 and will climate with a showcase performance on May 24.  Class time is 

7:00 to 8:30 pm.  Cost for the course is $60. Classes are open to anyone 6th grade 

to adult and will be limited to 12 participants.  Spoken Images members Mary Ann 

Calhoun and Jan Riddlebaugh will be teaching.   

Contact Mary Ann Calhoun at myacttwo@netscape.net to register.   

Registration deadline is March 29. 

Readers Theatre Classes - Spoken Images 

Dennis Kucinski ñPresident  

Ken Rinhart ñVice President  

Emily Anderson ñSecretary 

Sheryl Budd  

Larry Oberholtzer  

Cathy King  

Freda Cook 

Dan Bishop  

Sandi Carpenter  

Lillian White  

http://healthfinder.gov/NHO/Marchtoolkit.aspx


MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
Birthdays: 

03/03ðParker Swanson 

03/04ðBetty Smith 

03/08ï Tom Budd 

 Wendy Wasnich 

03/10ðBekah Hogue 

03/12ðMolly White 

03/16ðLarry Schiemann 

03/17ðPat Harding 

03/20ðJoanne Wrasse 

03/04τDennis & Diane  Cook 

03/13τDon & Bev Stiner 

03/19τDick & Connie Armstrong 

03/23τBob & Norma McClaran 

03/28τJoe & Bekah Sparr 

03/30τDan & Joan Bishop 

03/21ðJody Bolen 

03/22ðKen Rinehart 

03/26ðCharles Fulk 

 Pearlie Oberholtzer 

03/28ðDanny Johnson 

03/29ðAdam Crist 

03/30ðZach Long 

 

Notable Birthdays:  

03/04ð 

Betty Smith 

Brethren Care 

1998 Center Street , Room# 306 

 2000 Center St. Ashland 

ANNIVERSARY HIGHLIGHTS 

Don & Bev Stiner  61 Years! 
1132 Fox Run Dr.  Ashland 
 
Bob & Norma McClaran  65 Years! 
1045 Twp. Rd. 713  Ashland 
 

Dick & Connie Armstrong 55 yrs! 
1007  Hillcrest Dr.  Ashland 

Offerings given during the Mid-Week Lenten services, Maundy Thursday and Good Friday will 

be forwarded to Lutheran Social Services and Camp Mowana. 

M I D  W E E K  L E N T E N  S E R V I C E S  

 

F o o d  B a n k  

Food Bank Needs: 

Granola bars/pop tarts 

Saltine Crackers 

Hot chocolate or Coffee 

 

Mustard or Mayo 

VEGETABLE SOUP! 

Canned Chicken 

Egg Noodles 
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Pastor Karen Liddy 
216-559-3545(Cell) 
 
Dennis Krucinski,  
Council President 
419-544-1164 
 
Ron Blackley, Director of Music  
419-289-7792 
Cell-419-606-0696 
 

S t a f f  P h o n e  N u m b e r s  

 
Tabatha Wagner, Office Manager  
419-281-1469 (church phone) 
 
Skip Hamler, Custodian 
419-589-4946 
Cell-419-709-7754 
 
Larry Oberholtzer, Property/Grounds  
419-289-1715  

I N  O U R  P R AY E R S  

Linda Pittinger, Bev Stiner, Pat Daniels, Jim Daniels, Steve Kolacz, Dave Winger,  

Nick Pagano, John Mahl, Ricky Wynn, Grandson of David & Louise Winger. 
 

The Swanson family as the mourn the passing of Eric Swanson, brother of Chris Swanson. 
 

Staff of Peace Lutheran Church, the Congregational Council and the members of the standing 

committees. Those serving in the Military, those who have been  

injured, those who have died, and their family and friends. 



Peace Lutheran Church  

1360 Smith Road 

Ashland, Ohio 44805 

Office 419.281.1469 

 

Email: peace2office@zoominternet.net 

 

Website: www.ashlandpeacelutheran.org 

 

 

òWhere the Word of God is preached and people come to know the Lordó 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


