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From Pastor Karen
Siblings in Christ,
As we enter the month of November, our brains are probably turning to the holiday season and how we will close out this year of 2020. There has been nothing normal
about this year, and I expect that last couple months to be no different. I don’t know
what Thanksgiving will look like this year. I don’t know what Christmas will look like.
From a worship standpoint, I’m still trying to figure out how to handle our Advent and
Christmas seasons. When we first cancelled in person worship on March 15th, my brain
was not thinking about dealing with all of this still almost 8 months later.
But here we are entering November, and Covid numbers are on the rise once
again. Not just on the rise, but we are looking at some of the worst numbers we have
seen so far. Medical experts have been cautioning us about entering what is normally
cold and flu season. Covid will only compound that. We once again face the likelihood
that this will get worse before it gets better.
And I have a confession for all of you. I’m tired. And not just physically, I
mean I’m… soul-tired… is the only way I can think to describe it. I yearn for the day
when we can all gather safely together for worship once again. My heart hurts for and I
am profoundly sorry to anyone who has felt isolated or cut off throughout all of this.
The nature of this unprecedented year has left me feeling like I’m working harder but
accomplishing less. I sincerely apologize if I have let anyone down.
The length of time we have spent so far in this pandemic, the unknown length of
time we still have ahead of us, has left many of us, me included, with a feeling of pandemic fatigue. Like I just want to throw up my hands and say, “to heck with it.” But I
can’t do that. None of us can. Others are depending on us. The lives of some of our
neighbors hang in the balance.
So today I want you all to know that you continue to be in my fervent prayers.
Please take care of yourselves. Take the precautions needed to keep yourselves and others healthy. Wear your masks. Seek out people and activities that help rejuvenate you.
Seek out things that keep your heart and your spirit fed. Ask for help if you need it,
know I am always here to minister to you, and know that Christ is with you always. We
all need to be taking care of ourselves so that we have the energy and the strength to
reach out to others in need. In that respect, keep checking in on one another and reaching out to those who may be struggling. Not a single one of us can or should go it
alone.
Thank you to each and every one of you for the many ways you have reflected
Christ to one another through all of this. Thank you for your continued prayers and support of the ministry here at Peace. Know that it all is very much appreciated. Keep it
up, children of God. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
~Pastor Karen

Page 2

Join us Tuesday, November 10th, at 7 pm
via Zoom for the third and final event in
our Fall Discussion Series.
This Zoom conversation will be led by Dr.
Craig Hovey, the Executive Director of the
ACN, and will have limited space
available.
The first respondents will receive an email
to invite them into the discussion, all others
will be placed on a waiting list.
Sign up soon to reserve your
spot: ebuttil@ashland.edu

Order Your Poinsettias
I would like to order

#@$9.00
Red ______ White

Poinsettias are in a 6-1/2” pot with foil.
In Memory of ____________________________________________________
In Honor of

____________________________________________________

Your Name

____________________________________________________
*****Deadline for ordering is November 15th*****
Payment is to be made with order –
Please send check/money with your order,
or put in Tabatha’s Office Door.
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Back in January and February, we envisioned this would be a year of celebration.
We planned to mark our 25th year by using unrestricted funds to make an extra-special
impact in 2020 through Silver Anniversary grants. Then, we'd cap off the anniversary
season by welcoming, donors, grant recipients and community members to a festive
event.
At that event, we planned to unveil our refreshed brand, our new website and a video designed to thank our community for a quarter-century of trust and support. (If you haven't
seen that video, give it a watch.)
Instead, 2020 has become the year of the pivot.
We did grant some of those Silver Anniversary dollars-- $105,000 to be exact-- to local
non-profit organizations as well as to each of the eight village in Ashland County. But
when COVID-19 hit, we changed course.
We pulled the plug on our event, and we shifted funds from our Silver Anniversary grantmaking pool to a new COVID-19 Nonprofit Relief pool. We joined forced with United Way
of Ashland County and with generous businesses and individuals to have an even
greater impact.
Through that collaboration, we ended up awarding 22 grants totaling $173,700. These
grants were a lifeline to help nonprofit agencies provide vital services to Ashland County
residents. For a full list of grants, click here.
We're Here for Good.
Though these past several months have not gone as planned, they have brought clarity.
We’ve been able to demonstrate how vital it is to have a community foundation, particularly in times of need.
We’re so grateful to our donors who have demonstrated confidence in our stewardship of
their gifts, allowing us this opportunity to provide hope for a brighter future, postpandemic.
As always, we take our leadership role in the community very seriously, and we want you
to be proud of your association with the foundation. This "pivotal year" has validated that
we are, as our new tagline emphasizes, Here for Good.

DORCAS Circle is in need of sheets. If you have any used sheets that you no
longer need and would like to donate, you can drop them off at the Church.
Sheets in all conditions are fine—non-perfect sheets are used as a center layer and
the good sheets are put on the back. We also can use fitted sheets.

With the holidays coming we need your support now more than ever! We are stocking up to
feed the families struggling with food insecurity, especially in the coming months. We are
grateful for our church community and their faithful giving! Did you know that our food bank
is solely supported monthly by approx. 35 county churches? God is Amazing!!
We are thankful for YOU! ~Associated

Charities

Drop any items off to the church and we will
make sure they get to Associated Charities.

….In a world full of people who couldn’t care less,
be someone who cares more.
Our food are:
Our hygiene items needed are:
 Fresh Potatoes or instant
 Gravy
 Laundry soap
 Cream soups
 Soap and shower gel
 Broth
 Toothpaste/mouth wash
 Peas, carrots and mixed vegetables
 Tampons and feminine pads
 Egg Noodles
 Tooth brushes
 Crackers, pop tarts, cookies or granola bars
 Paper towels
 Jello or pudding snack packs
 Toilet paper
 Jelly- Grape and Strawberry
 Any household cleaners
 Tea bags, hot chocolate and/or Coffee
 Shaving cream/lotions
 Spaghetti Noodles and Spaghetti Sauce
 Baby items—diapers, wipes, etc.
 Ketchup, Mustard and Mayo

Page 5

A L L S A I N T S S U N D AY
Jesus looked up at his disciples and called them "blessed," these poor, hungry, tear-stained
followers of his. Were they able to hear in these words of blessing the ancient story of God's
salvation among them?
The words of promise spoken by God to Abraham and Sarah, that God would bring them into a
new land and that their descendants would number among the stars. Blessed. Moses, barefoot and
on his knees, sent to lead the people to freedom. Blessed. The angel's announcement to Mary that
she would bear a child named Jesus. Blessed. The voice spoken over Jesus as he rose out of the
River Jordan, "You are my son, the Beloved . . . ." Blessed. Jesus' call to the disciples at the
seashore, "Follow me." Blessed. And even today, the promise-laden waters of baptism that wash
over naked skin as gentle hands rest on the crown of the head: "Pour out your Holy Spirit . . . ."
Blessed. The gathered community for which bread is broken and wine is poured, "This cup of the
new covenant . . . ." Blessed.
Did those blessed disciples hear this ancient and future story of God's salvation as Jesus looked up
to them and spoke?
The blessed of God are the saints of God. And the saints of God live in this story of blessing. But
it doesn't stop there. This blessing also shakes the world to the foundations. "Love your enemies,
do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you" (Luke
6:27-28). These teachings are not just demanding; they call us to become entirely different
people from who we are. Where do we start? We start by rejoicing in God's blessing. And we let
the God who has called us and blessed us lead us in living the life of the children of God. Such is
the blessed journey of all God's saints.
We will celebrate All Saints Sunday today with remembering all those Saints in our congregation
who have passed away this past year:
Janice Eileen Harned, William L. Tatsch, Ellen Schmidt, Janine Pagano,
Dr. Don Lash, Chris Hogue, Harold Adair, Jean Freeman, Ramona Campbell,
Dr. Michael Thompson, Rev. Muriel Lippert, Rev. Richard Walston,
Rev. Fred Weichers, Rev. John Furno
11/06—Chad and Anne DaHinden 11/13—Charles & Becky Gardner
11/29—Don & Sandy Muchler

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
11/04-Ben Bolen
11/13-Raymond Warren
11/17—Bob Filburn
11/18-Roger Irvin

11/20-Skip Hamler
-Karla Pagano
11/21-Elizabeth Warren
Darby Warren
11/22-Frank Harned

11/23—Pat Irvin
11/30-Donny Myers
-Tricia Applegate
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30

1 All Saints Sunday
9am-S.S. Middle &
High School in Gym
9am—Adult SS in
Fellowship Hall
10-Worship/Comm.

8
9am-S.S. Middle &
High School in Gym
9am—Adult SS in
Fellowship Hall
10-Worship

15 9am-S.S. Middle &
High School in Gym
9am—Adult SS in
Fellowship Hall
10-Worship/Comm.
Confirmation following service

22 9am-S.S. Middle &
High School in Gym
9am—Adult SS in
Fellowship Hall
10-Worship
1pm- Drive In service

29 Christ the King
9am-S.S. Middle &
High School in Gym
9am—Adult SS in
Fellowship Hall
10-Worship/Comm.
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25
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Wed

26

6pm Zoom Beer &
Bible

19
11am –Bible Study for
High Risk

6pm Zoom Beer &
Bible

12
11am –Bible Study for
High Risk

6pm Zoom Beer &
Bible

5
11am –Bible Study for
High Risk

Thu
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13

6

Fri
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