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When “Thoughts and Prayers” are not Enough…  

The ELCA’s (Evangelical Lutheran Church of America of which we are 

a part) motto is “God’s Work, Our Hands.”  It is a recognition of the fact that 

while we are called to pray fervently in faith that God’s will be done, as disci-

ples and followers of Christ we are equally called to act in ways that help 

God’s will be done in the world.  Our faith calls us to action, to be the hands of 

God in this world. 

When I heard the news that yet another school shooting has taken place, 

that 17 more innocent lives had been taken, my reaction was a combination of 

grief and anger:  grief over such a tragic and senseless loss, anger at our com-

placency. 

Why does this keep happening?  What do we need to do to prevent it?  

These are not easy questions and they do not have easy answers.  I don’t have 

the answers, but I do know we need to be asking and we need to be open to 

talking and listening to one another, including our youth.  Their young lives are 

being sacrificed on the altar of violence and we shouldn’t discount their voices. 

We can’t forget who we are.  We are, first and foremost, beloved children 

of God.  We are followers of Christ, and as followers of Christ we should be 

asking ourselves, where is Christ leading us?  In the midst of the violence of 

this world, how is Christ directing our path?  Our faith tells us it cannot be all 

about what we want.  It has to be about what God wants for us.  Let that be our 

prayer, and let our actions follow. 

May the peace of God, which passes all human understanding, guide our 

hearts and our minds in Christ Jesus. 

In Christ, 

 Pastor Karen 

F r o m  P a s t o r  K a r e n  

Special Points of 

Interest: 

 Pastor Karen’s 

Article 

 Bishop Easton’s 

Message 

  



ELCA presiding bishop responds to Florida high school shooting 
 

A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she 

refused to be consoled because they are no more (Matthew 2:18). 
 

As we live into these first days and weeks of Lent, we do so riveted by the news of another tragic 

mass shooting, this time at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Fla., on Ash 

Wednesday. My heart, like yours, is filled with anguish; my spirit, like yours, laments. Rachel 

weeps for her children, refusing to be consoled because they are no more, and so do we. 
 

We pray for the inconsolable loved ones and for the shooter and his family, for those terrorized by 

what took place and those who are unmoved. We acknowledge our own failings and ask God to 

guide us in finding new ways to turn the tide together on both the availability of assault weapons 

and the lack of mental health care.  
 

But we know that those things alone won't solve this epidemic. All of us, including the church, 

must take a close look at ourselves. How are we cultivating a culture of violence, hatred, anger 

and fear, and how can we participate in building a counter-culture where people can experience 

God's intended peace and life abundant for all? 
 

Lent is a time for lamentation, dwelling with our sorrow, and facing the painful reality of death. 

We take each step certain that God weeps with us, walks with us in our deepest sufferings, and in 

the end makes the ultimate sacrifice for us – through death on a cross. This is our strength for the 

journey.  
 

A prayer offered by Bishop Pedro Suárez, Florida-Bahamas Synod: 
 

Dear loving God,  

There are so many things we don't understand about our world. We might not know how the fami-

lies and friends of the victims of today's shooting are feeling. But we do care. May they feel your 

presence in spirit through those that are accompanying them right now. 

Help us to be mindful of the pain around us and to do something about it. We pray this in the 

name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 

  

God's peace,  

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton. Presiding Bishop 
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LENTEN SEASON 2018 
March 7, 14, 21  Soup & Bread at 6:00pm 
     Lenten Service at 7pm 
Holy Week 
March 25th Palm Sunday, Service at 10am 
March 29th Maundy Thursday, Service at 7pm 
March 30th Good Friday, Service at 7pm 
April 1st  Easter , Easter Service at 10am 
   Easter Egg Hunt at 9:00am 
   Easter Service at 10am 
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M A R C H  A N D  A P R I L  M I N I S T R Y  S T E WA R D S   

USHERS 

March 

Dan Long, Chris Swanson,  

Bob Fulmer, Dan Williams 

 

April 

Jim Anderson, Skip Hamler,  

Dave Kowalka, Eric Akers 

LECTORS 

03/04—Freda Cook 

03/11—Wendy Wasnich 

03/18—Doris Wanamaker 

03/25—Natalie Anderson 

03/29—Ron Pagano 

03/30—John Byron 
 

04/01—Linda Swanson 

04/08—Larry Oberholtzer 

04/15—Craig Hovey 

04/22—Amy Long 

04/29—Chris Swanson 

ACOLYTES 

03/04—Bethanee Bishop 

03/11—Mikayla Myers 

03/18—Darby Warren 

03/25—Will Long 

 

04/01—Ty Bolen 

04/08—Parker Swanson 

04/15—Mikayla Myers 

04/22—Will Hovey 

04/29—Elizabeth Warren 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FLOWER ARRANGER 

March 

No Flowers 

 

April 

Diana Kowalka 

 

FLOWER DELIVERER 

March 

No Flowers 

 

April 

Kim Hovey 

GREETERS 

03/04—Howard & Kitty Honaker 

03/11—Jim & Natalie Anderson 

03/18—Barb Dreher/Jean Boreman 

03/25—Chris Swanson/Sheryl Budd 

 

04/01—Betty Harper/Lucille Vaas 

04/08—Karen Cook/Frank Harned 

04/15—Barb Dreher/Jean Boreman 

04/22—Sharon Johnson/Karla Pagano 

04/29—Howard & Kitty Honaker CHANCEL FLOWERS 

03/04—Lent, No Flowers 

03/11—Lent, No Flowers 

03/18—Lent, No Flowers 

03/25—Lent, No Flowers 

 

04/01—Easter, No Flowers 

04/08—Lillian White 

04/15— 

04/22— 

04/29—Sheryl Budd 

 

 

ALTAR CARE 

 

COMMUNION PREPARER 
 

March 

Amy Long 

Roseanne Griffith 
 

April 

Kathy Wharton 

Lucille Vaas 

 

COMMUNION ASSISTANT 
 

March 

Cathy King 

Freda Cook 
 

April 

Sandi Carpenter 

Lillian White 



DORCAS CIRCLE 
 

Dorcas Circle meets the 2nd & 4th 

Wednesdays of each month  in the  

Fellowship Hall at 1 p.m. as we continue 

our project of assembling materials to 

make quilts for those in need across the 

globe.   

 

All are welcome to join us in knotting to-

gether the layers that make up these color-

ful  blankets for Lutheran World Relief. 

 

FAITH CIRCLE 

 

Faith Circle meets the 3rd Thursday of the 

month in The Meeting Room at 2 p.m.   

 

We will meet on March 15 with Betty Harper 

leading the study titled "Multiple Meanings: 

Learning  from Other Interpretations",  

session three . 

 

All are welcome to join us  

for study & fellowship. 

W O M E N ’ S  C I R C L E S  

MEN’S BREAKFAST 

1st Saturday of every month! 

Men of ALL ages are invited to the 

monthly fellowship breakfast. 

March 3rd@ 7am at Buehler’s 

  

Come and enjoy good food, good conver-

sation, and share the Good News for our 

lives. We are on our way for our busy lives 

by 8:00am 

M E N S  M I N I S T R Y  

PEACE MAKERS 

Meet on the 3rd Saturday of the month 

March 17th @ 9am. 

Anyone who is interested in wood working 

please contact: Dick Armstrong. 
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Request forms for the 2018 grants are in the Narthex.   

This year we have $13,496 available to be awarded in the following 

categories:  Capital Improvements, Education, Missions, Special 

Ministries, Worship Life, Youth, and Scholarship.   

The applications must be returned to the church office by April 15th.  

 Contact Dan Long if any questions. 

P E A C E  E N D O W M E N T  
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Non Perishable Needs 

 Potatoes 

 Pancake Mix and Syrup 

 Boxed Cereals 

 Graham Crackers or granola bars 

 Juices 

 Tea bags or Coffee 

 Condiments 

 Saltine Crackers 

 Egg Noodles 

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
Birthdays: 

03/03ðParker Swanson 

03/08ï Wendy Wasnich 

03/10ðBekah Hogue 

03/12ðMolly Kramer 

03/16ðLarry Schiemann 

03/17ðPat Harding 

03/04τDennis & Diane  Cook 

03/13τDon & Bev Stiner 

03/19τDick & Connie Armstrong 

03/23τBob & Norma McClaran 

03/28τJoe & Bekah Sparr 

03/30τDan & Joan Bishop 

03/20ðJoanne Wrasse 

03/21ðJody Bolen 

03/22ðKen Rinehart 

03/24ðSusan Fulmer 

03/26ðCharles Fulk 

 Pearlie Oberholtzer 

ANNIVERSARY HIGHLIGHTS 

Don & Bev Stiner  63 Years! 
1132 Fox Run Dr.  Ashland 
 

Bob & Norma McClaran  67 Years! 
1045 Twp. Rd. 713  Ashland 
 

Dick & Connie Armstrong 57 yrs! 
1007  Hillcrest Dr.  Ashland 

03/29ðAdam Crist 

03/30ðZach Long 

 

F O O D  B A N K  

 
This is the perfect time to thank you for  

continuing to allow us to serve our community 
with their food and personal needs.  We are 

humbled each week as the church community 
continues the faithful giving so that we can 
have the items needed for the families and 
 individuals that find food hard to come by.   

 
Sometimes it is all they can do to get their rent 
and utilities paid and food is usually the thing 
that they run short on.   Because of you all, we 
are able to provide a hand up to so very many 
deserving families and people (and the chil-

dren) of Ashland County. 
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Pastor Karen Liddy 

216-559-3545(Cell) 

 

Dennis Krucinski,  

Council President 

419-544-1164 

 

Ron Blackley, Director of Music  

419-289-7792 

Cell-419-606-0696 

S t a f f  P h o n e  N u m b e r s  

Tabatha Wagner, Office Manager  

419-281-1469 (church phone) 

 

Skip Hamler, Custodian 

419-589-4946 

Cell-419-709-7754 

 

Larry Oberholtzer, Property/Grounds  
419-289-1715  

Shut ins: Pat Daniels, Miriam Cunningham, Bonnie Wuthrich,  

JoAnne Offhaus, Bev Stiner, Tom LaFrance, Nick Pagano, Sandy Moherman,  

Marie Allen. 
 

The family and friends of Frank Strickling as they mourn his passing. 
 

The family and friends of Kathleen Sackett as they mourn her passing. 
 

William Morrison, Herb Heyl, Lyn Sorensen, Jonathan Baltes, Marylyn Kieft,  

David Winger, Barb Colbow, Taryn Wolfe, Natalie Anderson, Nancy Hamler,  

Diana Kowalka, Betty Winger. 

 Each day of Lent, take an item from your closet or your home that you no longer 

need and put into a church provided  purple trash bag.  May sure your items are in 

good condition and will become a cherished item for someone else.  Your items need 

to fit into the purple trash bags available at church. Bring your  filled bags to church 

prior to Easter.   Each day, reflect on your blessings, and think of those less fortunate. 

A new piece of clothing or an item that you donate for the next 40 days may be the 

highlight of someone's day. The Service Committee will make sure the items collected 

reach people in our community or Outreach. 

L E N T  D E C L U T T E R  

Thank you to everyone for 

their thoughts, prayers, 

cards and visits during my 

recent surgery. 

ðLarry Oberholtzer. 

Pat Daniels new address: 

 

Good Shepherd 

622 Center Street, Room #152 

Room 152 

Ashland, Ohio 44805. 



Peace Lutheran Church  

1360 Smith Road 

Ashland, Ohio 44805 

Office 419.281.1469 

 

Email: peace2office@zoominternet.net 

 

Website: www.ashlandpeacelutheran.org 

 

 

òWhere the Word of God is preached and people come to know the Lordó 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


