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I want to wish everyone a very happy New Year!! It’s hard for me to
believe another entire year has flown by. This time last year I was just finding
out we’d be adding a new addition to our family, and now, [’'m celebrating the
New Year with a four month old. One thing I think the New Year does, is
make us reflective. We think back on the previous year and think about our
blessings... but also (and especially) about things we’d like to change, to do
differently, ways we’d like to better ourselves and grow, and hopes we’d like
to see come to fruition. “New Year’s resolutions” are a thing for a reason.

But in the midst of all this reflection, I found myself reflecting on
something else: it’s arbitrary. The “new year” is a line we have designated as
something special, but in terms of how we live our lives, waking up on
January 1% is no different than waking up on January 2™... or March 23™... or
July 10", Regardless of what the previous day (or year) has brought, every
day is a chance at something new... every day is a new chance to live
differently.

And actually, this is a huge part of our Christian message. We have
been made new in Christ. We have been washed clean of our sins. Our past
failings have no bearing on the promise we have for our future. We are
forgiven. We are saved. We are loved. And that means that as many mistakes
and missteps we make in our lives, as many times as we fail ourselves, fail
those we love, fail to live as God has called us to live... every day (even every
moment of every day) is a new chance to live differently. Every day is a new
chance to live as God’s faithful people. Every day is a new chance to reflect
the light of Christ to the world. Every day is a new chance to make a
difference, for ourselves, and for a world full of God’s beloved children.

So let’s make every day a new year. Let’s make every day a new
opportunity to be the Body of Christ reflecting Christ’s light and love to the
world. And may the peace of God, which passes all understanding, guide your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

In Christ,
Pastor Karen
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JANUARY AND FEBRUARY

MINISTRY STEWARDS

USHERS
January
Stan Crist, Sheryl Budd,
Sam McCracken, Dan Bishop

February

Ron Twining, Larry Oberholtzer.

Dan Bishop, Joe Sparr

LECTOR

01/07—Dan Bishop
01/14—Lisa Blackley
01/21—Cindi Twining
01/28—Dan Williams

02/04—Freda Cook

ACOLYTE

01/07—Bethanee Bishop
01/14—Will Long
01/21—Mason Myers
01/28—Darby Warren

02/04—Will Hovey

ALTAR CARE 02/11—Chris Swanson 02/11—Elizabeth Warren
COMMUNION PREPARER 02/14—Lisa Blackley 02/14—Luke Blackley
January 02/18—Marcy Myers 02/18—Paige Swanson
Freda Cook & Barb Dreher 02/25—Amy Long 02/25—Parker Swanson
February
Cf)nnie Armstrong & GREETERS
Cindy Armstrong -
COMMUNION ASSISTANT 01/07—Howard &Kitty Honaker
January 01/14—Jill & Skip Hamler
Sheryl Budd 01/21—Jim & Natalie Anderson
Ken Rinehart 01/28—Connie & Dick Armstrong
February
Dennis Krucinski 02/04—Karen Cook/Frank Harned
Brenda Marker 02/11—Connie & Dick Armstrong
02/18—Betty Harper/Lucille Vaas
CHANCEL FLOWERS 02/25—Shirley Beck/Larry Oberholtzer
FLOWER ARRANGER IO /
01/07— @ | /\J /\J X
01/14—Freda Cook January - ,‘
01/21—Nancy Boyd Jill Hamler ) 1 N |
01/28— W
February .
Kathy Wharton = 0y
02/04— AT KR
02/11— FLOWER DELIVERER ‘ \
y
02/18—No Flowers, Lent January 4
02/25—No Flowers, Lent Kim Hovey ," v\_
N
February g
Kathy Wharton
AL //\,\2 »
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May the light of Christ illumine
your Christmas and light your path
throughout the year ahead.

~ +Bishop Abraham Allende

MENS MINISTRY

PEACE MAKERS MEN’S BREAKFAST
1st Saturday of every month!
Meet on the 3rd Saturday of the month Men of ALL ages are invited to the
@ 9am, January 20th monthly fellowship breakfast.

January 6th @ 7am at Buehler’s

Anyone who is interested in wood working

please contact: Dick Armstrong. Come and enjoy good food, good conver-
sation, and share the Good News for our

lives. We are on our way for our busy lives
by 8:00am

WOMEN’S CIRCLES

FAITH CIRCLE DORCAS CIRCLE
Faith Circle will not meet in Dorcas Circle meets the second and fourth
January & February. Wednesdays of each month in the

Fellowship Hall at 1:00p.m.

Dorcas Circle will meet January 10th &
24th in the new year.

ALL are welcome to join us for this
worthwhile project.
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FOOD BANK

From our families to yours,
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Non Perishable Needs - R osemarie D on

Peas, carrots and mixed vegetables
Mac & Cheese
Egg Noodles

Crackers, pop tarts, cookies or granola bars

Jello or pudding snack packs

Jelly- Grape and Strawberry

Tea bags, hot chocolate and/or Coffee
Spaghetti Noodles and Spaghetti Sauce
Ketchup, Mustard and Mayo

= =4 =4 4 4 -5 4 2 -9

ALTAR FLOWER CHART

The 2018 Altar flower chart is up. Please take a moment to place your name beside a
date that you would like to provide Altar flowers.

You may wish to give the flowers to the Glory of God in Honor/Memory of
someone special to you.

REMINDER: Beer and Bible Study

Beer and Bible Study will resume on January 11™. We will meet on the 11™ and 25™ of January
and the 1* and 8™ of February before taking a break for the season of Lent (I can’t believe we’re
talking about Lent already). ~Pastor Karen

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES

ANNIVERSARY HIGHLIGHT:
01/10—John and Carolyn Cook 01/27—Frank and Jan Harned 68 years!
1341 Smith Rd, Ashland

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
01/01—Herb Heyl

her lackl 01/26—Brenda Crist
01/02—XKatherine Blackley 00 01/28Paige Swanson
01/10—Al Poorman MM ?
01/12— Freda Cook

Birthday Highlights:
01/14—Pastor Karen Pastor Karen Liddy
01/16—Christine Egyedi 5604 Bilney Court
01/17—Jean Howman Medina, Ohio 44256

01/18—Ron Dreher

@wondercliparts.cam

€)



I want to convey to everyone who contributed to my Christmas gift my warmest thanks and
gratitude. Itis a privilege to be a part of the ministry of Peace Lutheran and an honor to
walk with all of you in faithful participation of the gospel. I love you all and feel loved as
well. It is a blessing to be a part of this church family. Thank you again, from the bottom of
my heart. ~Pastor Karen

Dear Fabulous Congregation,

As one year ends and a new one begins, I’d again like to thank you all for your on-going
contribution of plastic bags. When I retired, I thought my bag delivery would diminish
significantly. Because of you all, it has not, and each week when I visit Nick, I am able to
take a trash bag full of bags!

This is such an important ministry to our family as it involves our son, Nick. Nick is a
special young man of 37 years and 75 pounds who has no functional control over any part
of his body (except his beautiful smile!). He lives with about 100 other individuals with
similar disabilities in a facility called the Hattie Larlham Foundation. All of the residents
are incontinent, needing to be changed often. The bags you and others supply are used for
the disposal of “briefs” and save the Foundation between 7 and 10 thousand dollars per
year.

Thank you again and please continue your generous collection.

Just drop your donation in the staff office. Blessings, Karla and Ron Pagano

Thanks to all who donated to the mitten tree. 18 caps, 22 Mittens , 2 pairs of socks, and 15
scarves were donated to Associated Charities.

THANK YOU so much for such a wonderful response to the ADVENT ADVENTURE. 54
blue bags were returned from the 70 that were distributed. Most were filled to overflow-

ing. Total ingathering included: 55 shampoo, 112 bar soap, 79 toothpaste, 112 toothbrushes,
45 deodorant, 37 Clorox wipes, 54 facial tissue, 74 lip balm, 51 hand/body lotion, 37 fabric
softener sheets, 48 paper towels, 44 dish soap, 38 bath towel, 5 towel sets, and 26 assorted
useful items. Items were divided between ACCESS and Safe Haven Women's Shelter. -
Pastor Wanamaker

Thank you so much for the generous donations. This amazing donation was such a blessing
to our agency at a much needed time! We are so appreciative of your support and generous
giving. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts.—Safe Haven Staff

Thank you to the congregation for the Christmas bonus this year and to the church
members who gave me Christmas cards and gifts. You all make me feel appreciated and
loved.-Tabatha Wagner

Many thanks for the warm greetings I received when I was able to return to church.
Thanks to my dear friends Lisa Schiemann and Lisa Blackley.

Thanks for the calls, cards and visits. And thanks for the thoughtful gift from the

Faith Circle. I feel privileged to be a member of Peace Lutheran Church.—Marie Allen.
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8 Dennis Krucinski Emily Anderson
+ @ Sandy Carpenter Freda Cook
Ken Rinehart Lillian White
Dan Bishop Brenda Marker
Cathy King Sheryl Budd
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Happy New Year “Each new year is a gift + a wonderful reminder of God's grace. We have
nothing to bring about the new year. It is gk‘/en zh’lh\be receive it. Be thankful. Mayyotr new OUH C]

year be blessed!" — Elizabeth Eaton, ELCA presiding, £§_’0p

Our Next Blood Drive at Peace will be January 13, 2018 -9am -3pm
***+*_ess than 5% of the general population donates blood and yet the
majority of people will have at least one family member who will require at
least one blood transfusion in their lifetime. *****

IN OUR PRAYERS

Shut ins: Pat Daniels, Miriam Cunningham, Bonnie Wuthrich,
JoAnne Offhaus, Bev Stiner, Tom LaFrance, Nick Pagano, Sandy Moherman,
Marie Allen.

The family and friends of Rev. Ted Grotjohn as they mourn his passing.

William Morrison, Herb Heyl, Lyn Sorensen, Jonathan Baltes, Marylyn Kieft,
David Winger, Barb Colbow, Taryn Wolfe, Natalie Anderson.

Staff Phone Numbers

Pastor Karen Liddy Tabatha Wagner, Office Manager
216-559-3545(Cell) 419-281-1469 (church phone)
Dennis Krucinski,

Skip Hamler, Custodian
419-589-4946
Cell-419-709-7754

Council President
419-544-1164

Ron Blackley, Director of Music

419-289-7792 Larry Oberholtzer, Property/Grounds
Cell-419-606-0696 419-289-1715




Peace Lutheran Church
1360 Smith Road
Ashland, Ohio 44805
Office 419.281.1469

Email: peace2office@zoominternet.net

Website: www.ashlandpeacelutheran.org
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