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From Pastor Karen
“ Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.”
-1 Corinthians 12:27
Blessings to you and a very happy New Year! First, let me say thank you for
all your support throughout the Advent and Christmas season. The gifts,
cards, thoughts and prayers were very much appreciated. It is a privilege to be
a servant in ministry with all of you here at Peace and I am very much looking
forward to what 2016 has in store.
As we look forward to the New Year, and say goodbye to 2015, I thought I
would share my top ten highlights from this past year:
10.The annual Lip-Sync battle at our Fat Tuesday celebration. Our youth
really know how to bring it.
9. Taking part in our Murder Mystery dinner theater. We have some very talented actors in our congregation. Thinking about our practices still makes
me laugh.
8. Vacation Bible school. This year we visited Jesus’ hometown of Nazareth.
I never thought kids would have so much fun listening to Mary and learning Hebrew from our resident rabbi.
7. Our float for Ashland’s 200th Anniversary Parade. I’ve never made a float
before, but we sure had fun making this one. Remember, faith is a journey;
don’t stop believing!
6. Being taught the “Whip Nae, Nae” (though I have no idea if I spelled that
right), at the National Youth Gathering by some of our youth.
5. Also, just being a part of the #SkittlesExplosion in Detroit. 30,000 Lutherans all gathering to serve God by serving others.
4. Having the opportunity to tour Luther sites in Germany. I got to lay prostrate in the same place as Martin Luther did when he took his monastic vows.
It doesn’t get much better than that for a Lutheran nerd like myself.
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3. Raising over $12,000 for our 150th Anniversary campaign. Awesome job everyone!
2. Of course, our 150th celebration. What a fantastic day of worship and fellowship. I even got a
quilt (even if I did guilt y’all into it).
1. Another year here at Peace. I can’t believe it’s been four years already… so here’s to 2016 and
all the great ministry we will continue to do here at Peace Lutheran in Ashland.
May the Peace of God, which passes all understanding, guide your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus.
Blessings, Pastor Karen

Putting the Pieces Together
2016 dedicated to setting directions, priorities across all the church

It has been just more than two years since I began this call. I’m often asked
what has been the greatest surprise. Certainly the amount of travel has been a
surprise, but the greatest has been the complexity and scope of the ELCA. As
bishop of the Northeastern Ohio Synod, I had a pretty good grasp of the ministries in its 20 counties, but now my territory includes all of the counties in all
of the states and the Caribbean, along with international partnerships.
This church does a lot. All over the world. All of the time. At your churchwide
office, spreadsheets track the progress of the six goals we set for ourselves in
the 2013-2016 operational plan. This just tracks the work of churchwide staff,
not that of congregations, synods, social ministry organizations, colleges and
universities, seminaries, conciliar relationships, camps, campus ministries, separately incorporated
ministries, federal chaplaincies and missionary personnel.
At its November 2015 meeting, the ELCA Church Council received the report of the Theological
Education Advisory Council. One of the striking revelations in this report was the number of ways
we deliver theological education in the ELCA. We do this through seminaries, of course, but also
through colleges and universities, lay schools, certificate programs, synodical schools and congregational schools.
This can be seen as a rich flourishing of creative and diverse delivery of theological education, or
it can be seen as a symptom of a disconnected approach. With the best intentions, groups within
the church see a need and develop a solution for a particular issue without considering what else
might be in place or even how the solution fits in with the mission of the whole. We have one
synod that has two lay academies and neither one knew the other existed.
The ELCA constitution states: “The congregations, synods and churchwide organization of this
church are interdependent partners sharing responsibility in God’s mission.” This is constitutional
language for “We are church together.” Some days we are, but many days and in many ways we
aren’t. I’m not singling out theological education as an egregious example, but as one instance
among many where we aren’t really connected with each other. This exposes the cultural sense that
the church is a voluntary association like the Rotary or the Girl Scouts, where one can come and

go as one chooses, and not a new creation joined to Christ in baptism.
As Peter wrote to the churches in Asia Minor: “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called
you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s
people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy” (1 Peter 2:9-10).
God created the church. God has put us together through baptism as the body of Christ. You just
don’t opt in or out of that.
Looking through the lens of Martin Luther’s explanation of the eighth commandment, I believe
that good and faithful members, congregations, synods and the churchwide organization have
tried to carry out God’s mission. The issue, I think, is that the mission has become at once universal and very particular. We are doing everything and we are doing it in pixels — pixels that don’t
come together to make a complete picture.
Throughout 2016 we — all of us — are going to take a look at the future directions and priorities
of this church. We will build on the work already done on this issue. We will engage all the expressions of this church, it will be part of the work of the 2016 ELCA Churchwide Assembly, and
it will clarify and sharpen our mission.
Apart from God our work is in vain. This process must depend on the Spirit’s guidance. This isn’t
merely a technical problem to be solved, but a time for this church to engage intentionally and
consistently in a process of communal spiritual discernment. We aren’t just inviting God into this
process at the beginning and thanking God at the end. Instead we, as a church, will open ourselves
up to the invitation of God to be part of God’s reconciling work through Christ in the world. Join
me.
FOOD BANK
FOOD PANTRIES at Associated Charities (food items) and Lutheran Social Services (monetary
donations) always need help.
January and February are usually slow months for donations, but the needs continue.
Give anytime, but especially on the 4th Sunday of each month.
FOOD BANK NEEDS:
Pancake Mix and Syrup
Granola bars

Boxed Cereal
Hot chocolate

Canned Chicken/Tuna pop tarts
Baked Beans
Canned Fruits

People Served for food in 2015
February 2015 159 families assisted with food for a total of 390 people
March 2015
195 families assisted with food for a total of 484 people
April 2015
213 families assisted with food for a total of 556 People
May 2015
192 families assisted with food for a total of 520 People
June 2015
216 Families assisted with food for a total of 570 People
July 2015
176 Families assisted with food for a total of 474 People
August 2015
210 Families assisted with food for a total of 542 People
September 2015 177 Families assisted with Food for a total of 455 People
October 2015
222 Families assisted with Food for a total of 609 People
November 2015 514 Families assisted with food for a total of 1900 people!!!
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J A N U A R Y A N D F E B R U A R Y M I N I S T R Y S T E WA R D S
USHERS
January
Stan Crist, Tom Budd,
Sam McCracken, Dan Bishop
February
Larry Oberholtzer,
Ed Oberholtzer, Dick Armstrong,
Joe Sparr
ALTAR CARE
COMMUNION PREPARER
January
Freda Cook & Barb Dreher
February
Connie Armstrong
Kathy Wharton
COMMUNION ASSISTANT
January
Sheryl Budd
Ken Rinehart
February
Dennis Krucinski
Larry Oberholtzer
CHANCEL FLOWERS
01/03—
01/10—Freda Cook
01/17—
01/24—
01/31—
02/07—
02/14—Lent, No Flowers
02/21—Lent, No Flowers
02/28—Lent, No Flowers

LECTORS
01/03—Larry Oberholtzer
01/10—Wendy Wasnich
01/17—Chris Swanson
01/24—Lisa Blackley
01/31—Ron Pagano

ACOLYTES
01/03—Paige Swanson
01/10—Parker Swanson
01/17—Ty Bolen
01/24—Will Long
01/31—Mason Myers

02/07—Freda Cook
02/14—Eric Akers
02/14—Linda Swanson
02/21—Dan Bishop
02/28—Marcy Myers

02/07—Mikayla Myers
02/10—Darby Warren
02/14—Elizabeth Warren
02/21—Luke Blackley
02/28—Shane Cook

GREETERS
01/03—Jim & Natalie Anderson
01/10—Marie Allen & Marcia Bauer
01/17—Connie & Dick Armstrong
01/24—Nevanka Fulk & Betty Harper
01/31—Connie & Dick Armstrong
02/07—Skip & Jill Hamler
02/14—Karla Pagano & Karen Cook
02/21—Tom & Sheryl Budd
02/28—Chris Swanson & Frank Harned
FLOWER ARRANGER
January
Jill Hamler
February
Kathy Wharton
FLOWER DELIVERER
January
Barb Derher

The 2016 Altar Flower Chart February
is now up. Please sign up.
Kathy Wharton

WORSHIP TAPE
DELIVERER
January
Sharon Johnson
February

Page 5

WORSHIP COMMITTEE

Beer and Bible Study
will resume on Thursday,
January 7th.
6pm at O’Bryan’s
MENS MINISTRY
PEACE MAKERS
Meet on the 3rd Saturday of the month
@ 9am, January 16th
Anyone who is interested in wood working
please contact: Dick Armstrong.

MEN’S BREAKFAST
1st Saturday of every month!
Men of ALL ages are invited to the
monthly fellowship breakfast.
January 2nd @ 7am at Buehler’s
Come and enjoy good food, good conversation, and share the Good News for our
lives. We are on our way for our busy lives
by 8:00am

WOMEN’S CIRCLES
FAITH CIRCLE

DORCAS CIRCLE

Faith Circle will not meet in
January & February.

Dorcas Circle meets the second and fourth
Wednesdays of each month in the Fellowship Hall at 1:00p.m.
Dorcas Circle will meet January 13th &
27th in the new year.
ALL are welcome to join us for this
worthwhile project.
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Connie Armstrong

Dan Bishop

Karla Pagano

Cathy King

Larry Oberholtzer

Emily Anderson

Sheryl Budd

Lillian White

Dennis Krucinski

Freda Cook

Ken Rinehart

Sandy Carpenter

HEALTH CABINET NEWS
Start out the new year with and improve your arthritis pain
Arthritis is a form of joint disorder that involves inflammation in one or more joints. There
are over 100 different forms of arthritis. The most common form of arthritis is osteoarthritis, a result of trauma to the joint, infection of the joint, or age. Other arthritis forms are
rheumatoid arthritis, psoriatic arthritis, and related autoimmune diseases. Septic arthritis
is caused by joint infection. More than 46 million Americans live with arthritis.
If you are one of these 46 million Americans – DID YOU KNOW?
Regular physical activity doesn’t just relieve arthritis pain in your knees, hips,
and ankles, but also in your hands, shoulders, and wrists. It also helps you reduce pain, fatigue and stiffness. It even gives you more energy and improves
your mood.
To feel the health benefits, make it your goal to get your heart rate up for a total
of 2.5 hours a week or 30 minutes a day, 5 days a week. If 30 minutes at one
time is too much, try 10 minutes at a time, 3 times a day.
For more information – pick up a brochure by the care notes.
Have a great and healthy NEW YEAR.

ALTAR FLOWER CHART
The 2016 Altar flower chart is up. Please take a moment to place your name
beside a date that you would like to provide Altar flowers.
You may wish to give the flowers to the Glory of God in Honor/Memory of
someone special to you.
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N AT I VI T Y O P E N H O U S E

You are invited to a NATIVITY OPEN HOUSE at the home of
Rev. John and Doris Wanamaker, 845 Mowry Dr. on Sunday afternoons,
January 10 & 17, 2-5 p.m.
We have over 500 nativities from all around the world, in a variety of art forms
and mediums.
All are welcome. If you can't come on Sunday afternoons, call us at
419-281-9012 and we will try to arrange a time when we can get together.
W I N T E R / S P R I N G Y O U T H G R O U P / C O N F I R M AT I O N S C H E D U L E
January 10—Confirmation 11:30-12:30

March 20—Youth Group 11:30-12:30

January 24—Youth Group @ 11:30 (We will
be painting the youth room this day, so bring April 10—Confirmation 11:30-1:00
a set of old clothes to wear)
April 24—Youth Group 11:30-12:30
February 7—Confirmation 11:30-1:00
February 21—Youth Group 11:30-12:30

May 8—Confirmation 11:30-1:00
May 22—Youth Group 11:30-12:30

March 6—Confirmation 11:30-1:00

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES
01/10—John and Carolyn Cook

ANNIVERSARY HIGHLIGHT:
01/27—Frank and Jan Harned 66 years!
1341 Smith Rd, Ashland

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
01/01—Herb Heyl
01/02—Katherine Blackley
01/04—Tom Wurster
01/10—Al Poorman
01/12— Freda Cook
01/14—Pastor Karen
01/17—Jean Howman
01/18—Ron Dreher
01/20—Joe Marker

01/24— Joe Budd
01/26—Brenda Crist
01/28—Paige Swanson

Birthday Highlights:
Pastor Karen Liddy
5604 Bilney Court
Medina, Ohio 44256

31
9am
S.S.
Classes
10-Worship/

24 9am S.S.
Classes
10-Worship
11:30

Nativity Open House
2-5pm

17 9am S.S. Classes
10-Worship/Comm.

25

18

11

10 9am S.S. Classes
10-Worship
11:30 Confirmation

Nativity Open House
2-5pm

4

3 9am S.S. Classes
10-Worship/Comm.

Sun

Mon

26

Council Mtg. 5:30pm

19

12

5

Tue

28
11am Bible Study
6pm Beer & Bible
Study
7pm Choir Rehearsal

6pm Beer & Bible
Study

21
11am Bible Study

27
1PM Dorcas Circle

7pm Choir Rehearsal

20

7pm Choir Rehearsal

6pm Beer & Bible
Study

14
11am Bible Study

6pm Beer & Bible
Study

7pm Choir Rehearsal

13
1PM Dorcas Circle

7
11am Bible Study

Thu

Epiphany

6

Wed

Fri

Pastor Karen’s Day Off

29

Pastor Karen’s Day Off

22

Pastor Karen’s Day Off

15

Pastor Karen’s Day Off

8

1

January 2016

30

23

16 9am Peace Makers
(woodworkers)

9

2
7AM Men’s Breakfast
@ Buehler’s

Sat
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Thanks to all who donated to the mitten tree. 58 caps, 42 Mittens ,8 pairs of
socks, 3 coats and 21 scarves were donated to Associated Charities.
Dear Church Friends,
Ron and I would again like to thank you for thinking of us and our son, Nick with your wonderful collection of plastic bags for Hattie Larlham. In mid-September, Ron was able to take 5
full 30 gallon bags of bags. I will be going to Hattie next week and have at least two more garbage bags full. It goes without saying that the staff of Hattie loves to see us arrive, thanks to
your generosity.
On another note, at the end of last winter, I promised some of my mother, Esther Pahl’s hand
knits to one of you. I have four of her sweaters in the staff office but I am unable to recall to
whom I promised them. Please feel free to stop and pick them up! They are in a bag against the
door, between the desk and a file cabinet. My apologies for forgetting who you are. I
n Christ, Karla Pagano

I N O U R P R AY E R S
Miriam Cunningham, Eileen Johnson, Mona Kratzer, Eric Swanson,
Rev. Grotjohn, Linda Pittinger, William Morrison, Pat Daniels, Bev Stiner,
Barb Dreher, Nick Pagano.
Staff of Peace Lutheran Church, the Congregational Council and the members of the standing
committees. Those serving in the Military, those who have been injured, those who have died,
and their family and friends.

Staff Phone Numbers
Pastor Karen Liddy
216-559-3545 (Cell)
Ron Blackley, Director of Music
419-289-7792
Cell-419-606-0696
Tabatha Wagner, Office Manager
419-281-1469 (church phone)

Skip Hamler, Custodian
419-589-4946
Cell-419-709-7754
Larry Oberholtzer, Property/Grounds
419-289-1715

Peace Lutheran Church
1360 Smith Road
Ashland, Ohio 44805
Office 419.281.1469
Email: peace2office@zoominternet.net
Website: www.ashlandpeacelutheran.org

“Where the Word of God is preached and people come to know the Lord”

