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 Encouraging Promise 

September 20, 2020 

 

 

A pastor shared recently that in August his family spent a week on the Oregon coast.   They 

camped each night within hearing of the waves washing up on the beach.  As they drove along 

the coastal highway, they passed signs saying either “Entering Tsunami Hazard Zone” or 

“Leaving Tsunami Hazard Zone.”  They encountered several public announcements which 

outlined the steps they should if they felt the ground shake.  The earthquake fault line lies 

about 100 miles offshore, and the resulting tsunami waves travel over 400 miles per hour, so 

they would have a bit less than 15 minutes to get to higher ground.  Their campground maps 

were marked with nearby tsunami-safe areas to go to.   

 

Scientists predict that at some point in time a tsunami will hit the Oregon coast.  That is a 

prediction.  Promises are better than predictions.  Christians live by the promises of God. 

 

In these days of the COVID-19 threat to our lives, let us be encouraged by the promises of God 

to us in Christ Jesus.  That is the subject of today’s message from the letter of 1 Thessalonians.  

And we will walk our way through the text a bit at a time. 

 

Part 1 - IGNORANCE IS NOT BLISS 

 

1 Thessalonians 4:13 (NIV)      Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant…  

 
Paul wanted the Christians in Thessalonica to be informed followers of Jesus.  As your pastor, I 

want you to be informed.  There is much you should know about your relationship with God 

through Jesus.  I want you to be well informed about the spiritual blessings you have in Christ 

(Eph 1:3), the promises of God to you in Christ Jesus, the faithfulness of God to keep those 

promises, and the dangers of sin.  So I pray about what to preach on Sundays.  I struggle with 

my sermons on your behalf.   

 

Ignorance of facts is not good.  We live on the facts of God’s promises, not man’s opinions or 

predictions. 

 

Let’s continue to see what he wants them to be informed about. 

 
 
Part 2 - SLEEP AS DEATH 

 

1 Thessalonians 4:13 (NIV)  Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep…  

 

Why?  All people sleep.  It is natural and needed.  We are still learning what the brain does 

during sleep.  But we do not fear sleep.  What was their concern? 
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He is using sleep as a figure of speech for death.  The Christians at Thessalonica were worried 

about Christians who had died.  Their question lay just under the surface of Paul’s letter.  In 

their love for each other there was a great concern for Christians who had died.   

 

They did not know when Jesus would return to take up his throne.  They assumed it to be soon, 

maybe some months or a few years.  They were eager for Jesus to be on his throne.   Believing 

that Jesus would return soon, the following questions came up, “Well, what about those 

Christians who have died?  What happens to them?  Will they miss out on the return of 

Jesus?  ” 

 

This is what Paul is writing about.  He wants to relieve their fears about Christians who had 

died.  He speaks of them as sleeping. 

 

 

Part 3 - THE HOPELESSNESS OF UNBELIEVERS 

 

1 Thessalonians 4:13 (NIV) Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall 

asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope.   

 

By the phrase “the rest of men,” Paul is referring to non-Christians.  He describes them as 

those, “who have no hope,”  You might ask, then, what hope did they not have?  Let’s explore 

this a bit. 

 

There are three primary Christian virtues.   

 

There are more than three Christian virtues, but there are three that are primary.  These three 

are the most important character qualities that a Christian can have. They are listed together 

often in the NT.  In fact, Paul listed them in chapter one of this letter. 

 

1 Thessalonians 1:2-3 (NIV)        We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our 

prayers.  We remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted 

by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Paul complimented these Christians on exhibiting the three primary Christian virtues of faith, 

love, and hope.  Let me define each briefly for you. 

 

The first virtue is faith.  The Christian faith is trust in Jesus as Lord and Savior.  Jesus is the 

source of our salvation from the penalty of our sins.  He paid the price for our right relationship 

with God.  We live each day trusting in him. 

 

The second virtue is love.  The Christian love is concern for and caring behavior towards other 

Christians.  This was commanded of us by Jesus in John 13:34.  Some form of it appears 50 

times in the New Testament. 
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The third virtue is hope.  The Christian hope is our longing for the fulfillment of our completed 

salvation.  We don’t often speak of the hope of the Christian life.  But it is vital in Paul’s mind.  

He spoke of it often.  To discover what it meant to him we need to look at some other passages. 

 

The first passage takes place in the Jerusalem temple.  A riot has broken out.   Some Jewish 

leaders spied Paul in the temple courts and mistakenly assumed he brought Gentiles there.  

They started the riot by attacking him.  Paul says the following in his defense. 

 

Acts 23:6 (NIV)   "My brothers, I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee.  I stand on trial because of my 

hope in the resurrection of the dead." 

 

Paul’s hope was in the resurrection of the dead.  This is the resurrection of the dead that God 

promises us in the good news of Jesus Christ. God raised Jesus from the dead.   Jesus was the 

first to be resurrected.  Everyone else will one day be resurrected, both good and bad, Christian 

and non-Christian.  All will be raised from the dead to stand before God and give an accounting 

of their life. 

 

Paul later says the same when he presents his case to Felix, the governor of the territory. 

 

Acts 24:15 (NIV)      … I have the same hope in God as these men, that there will be a resurrection of 

both the righteous and the wicked. 

 

Later, before King Agrippa he says the following about his hope. 

 

Acts 26:6 (NIV)      And now it is because of my hope in what God has promised our fathers that I am 

on trial today. 

 

In this last passage Paul will again use that phrase of being “without hope.”  He says this to non-

Jewish Christians about the time before they became believers. 

 

Ephesians 2:11-12 (NIV)       Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth… were 

separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the 

promise, without hope and without God in the world.  

 

Christians have the hope of resurrection as promised by God.  It includes forgiveness, glory, and 

eternal life.  This is our hope.  This is the reason we persevere in trusting in Jesus and serving 

Him.  God has promised this only to Christians. 

 

 

Part 4 - THE BASIS OF OUR SALVATION 

 

1 Thessalonians 4:14 (NIV) We believe that Jesus died and rose again.  

 

When you share the gospel, be sure to include both parts, both the death and resurrection of 

Jesus as the basis of our salvation.  As the apostles began their preaching ministry in the book 
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of Acts, they did not say, “Believe on Jesus because the Bible says so.”  At that point there was 

no Bible as we know it.  No, the basis for their call to repent was the resurrection of Jesus, a fact 

they could personally attest to.  

 

To be saved, it is necessary to believe that Jesus died for our sins.  But it is also necessary to 

believe that God raised him from the dead.  See what Paul writes to the Christians in another 

letter. 

 

Romans 10:9 (NIV)      … if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that 

God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 

 

The evidence that Jesus’ death paid for our sins is that God was raised him from the dead.  If he 

had stayed dead, there would be no proof he died for us.  His resurrection is crucial to our 

understanding of what we have in Him.  

 

 

FIRST AMONG MANY 

 

1 Thessalonians 4:14 (NIV) We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God 

will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him.  

 

When Jesus returns, those Christians who have died will be raised from the dead.  They will 

awaken from their sleep.   

 

 

COMING ATTRACTIONS  

 

1 Thessalonians 4:15-17 (NIV) According to the Lord's own word, we tell you that we who are still 

alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep.   

For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the 

archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  After that, we who 

are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the 

air. 
 

The dead in Christ will not miss out.  In fact, they will be raised in their new resurrection bodies 

before those still alive.  We follow immediately behind them.  And both we and they will join 

Jesus in the sky.   

 

A PROMISE AND A COMMAND 

 

1 Thessalonians 4:17-18 (NIV) And so we will be with the Lord forever.  Therefore encourage each 

other with these words.  
 
If you die before Jesus returns, you will miss nothing.  You will be raised from the dead and 

transformed into your resurrection body at that time.  Be encouraged by these words. 
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Be encouraged by these words.  Even if all your questions are not answered be encouraged by 

what God does reveal here.  Even though his return has been a long time coming, be 

encouraged by these words.   

 

Even though we are threatened by COVID-19, fires, tornadoes, hurricanes, droughts, and floods 

threaten, be encouraged by these words.  Though our country is bitterly divided, be 

encouraged by these words.  Though school is really hard right now for both teachers and 

students, be encouraged by these words.  

 

No matter what else you are facing this week, be encouraged by these promises from God. 

 

Be encouraged by the forgiveness of your sins that is available to you today by putting your 

faith in the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

 

 

 

 


