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7, 3, & 5 Quick Commands, part 1 

October 4, 2020 

 

 

You might be puzzled by the title of today’s sermon.  It comes from the fact that Paul gives 15 

short commands, one after another to the Christians at Thessalonica.  The first seven concern 

the Christians as a group.  The next three are about worship.  The last five deal with being led 

by the Spirit.  We will look at the first group today. 

 

There are various picture words in the New Testament used to describe a church.  I will 

mention just three as examples.  First, we are a flock of sheep, with one shepherd, Jesus.  A 

second image is the body of Christ.  The church is compared to a human body that has many 

parts, all connected to each other.  A third is the image of family.  We are a family, interrelated 

to each other by our rebirth. 

 

Each of these words pictures Christians as a connected group.  We must come to Jesus as 

individuals for salvation.  But those who are saved become a family of believers.  And as such, 

we have responsibility to each other and for each other.  This is reflected in Jesus’ primary 

command to us. 

 

John 13:34 (NIV)  "A new command I give you: Love one another.  As I have loved you, so you must 

love one another. 

 

As important as the Great Commission is, this command to love each other was Jesus’ primary 

command to his church.  It’s fulfilment is supporting evidence for the truth of the Gospel.  This 

is seen in the verse that follows it. 

 

John 13:35 (NIV)  By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."  

 

How we treat each other in the church adds evidence to the truth of the Gospel.  It speaks to 

our witness as Christ’s followers.  It is no wonder, then, that some form of this command is 

repeated 50 times in the New Testament, while the Great Commission is mentioned so few 

times.  God will do more through a church that fulfills this priority command than he can 

through a group that does not.  

 

I have already preached on loving each other in this short series of sermons from 1 

Thessalonians.  I am not going to repeat it all today.  I AM going to flesh it out a bit more.  And I 

am doing so because that is what Paul does in his letter. 

 

Three times in this letter Paul has mentioned their love of each other, in 1:3, 3:12, and 4:9. 

Before he ends the letter he comes back to that subject, but this time with specifics of what 

that will look like.  It is this passage we are looking at this morning. 
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1 Thessalonians 5:13-15 (NIV)      Live in peace with each other.  And we urge you, brothers, warn 

those who are idle, encourage the timid, help the weak, be patient with everyone.  Make sure that 

nobody pays back wrong for wrong, but always try to be kind to each other and to everyone else. 

 

1.  Get along with each other.  Paul wrote, “Live in peace with each other.”  And most English 

translations use the word peace, which means to get along with each other. 

 

What brings us together as a church is Jesus.  We are committed to Jesus.  Jesus has led us 

together to be Emmanuel Baptist Church of Gambrills.  So we find ourselves in relationship to 

others who sometimes rub us the wrong way.   

 

To be honest, we all don’t like all of us.   Maybe there are a few of us who like everyone.  But 

most of us are attracted to some personality types and distracted by others.  And we are all 

different.   Some are quiet and want to be unnoticed.  Others are loud and like lots of attention.  

There are many variations between those two extremes.   

 

Some of us are leaders and others are followers.  Some want to lead and just kind of take 

charge of things.  That tends to aggravate others.  It creates bad feelings and worse.  Some of us 

tend to avoid working with others of us. 

 

We have different spiritual interests, different music preferences, different politics, different 

levels of commitment to Jesus and his church.  We are in agreement about the Gospel.  But 

there are other things we disagree about.   

 

We do not agree on the best approach to worship or discipleship, Bible study or prayer,  

outreach or ministry, what color to paint the shed or even to have a shed, and a host of other 

things.  We often, not always, but often, agree on goals.  But we differ on how to accomplish 

those goals.  If we had to be unified in all of such decisions we would never get anything done.   

 

We treat such issues as if the most important thing is that issue.  I think the most important 

issue to Jesus is how whether we get along or not. 

 

Now some would read that command and think, “So we must avoid conflict in the church at all 

costs.”  And to some degree that would be true.  But it is not totally true because the next 

command opens us to conflict. 

 

2.  Lean on the out-of-line folk.   I used a phrase there instead of the one word Paul used.  It is a 

hard word to translate because we are not sure what the context here was in the Thessalonica 

church.  

 

Outside of the Bible, in Greek and Romans culture, it was originally used in a military context.  It 

referred to a soldier who behaved in a disorderly, insubordinate manner.  The word eventually 

came to refer to anyone who did not perform his duty or follow through on his responsibility. 
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In time it was used in two different ways.  Both are reflected in the many English versions of 

this passage.  I have examples of both for you.  First, let’s take the disorderly use. 

• warn them that are unruly, (KJV) 

• admonish the disorderly, (ASV) 

• admonish those who are out of line, (Amp) 

• straighten out the cantankerous.  (CPV) 

 

The first use of the word emphasizes that these are people who have no regard for established 

policies and procedures.  They refuse to accept the authority of others in the church or the 

church as a whole.   

 

Some people act this way in quiet ways.  Others are more vocal and become trouble makers.  

They often choose to be disrupters.  And some, if you will note that last example, degenerate 

into regular griping and complaining.   

 

The second use of the word is about laziness or and evading responsibilities.  Here are several 

examples of this interpretation. 

• admonish the idle, (RSV) 

• keep a check upon loafers, (Mof) 

• warn those who do not work. (NCV) 

 

The ones Paul is thinking of in the church at Thessalonica may have been lazy and not working, 

expecting the church to feed them.  The reason for this interpretation is that Paul addresses 

this same problem in his second letter to this church.   

 

2 Thessalonians 3:10-12 (NIV)     For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: "If a man will 

not work, he shall not eat."  We hear that some among you are idle.  They are not busy; they are 

busybodies.  Such people we command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and earn the 

bread they eat.  

 

So, while Jesus wants us to live at peace with each other, he does not mean for us to let the 

squeaky wheels always get their way.   He expects us to warn, admonish, even rebuke each 

other when necessary for the good of the church and the work of the Kingdom. 

 

Let us move on to the next command.  3.  Encourage the fainthearted. 

Fainthearted is an old word for timid.  Another synonym is fearful.  Even if you are naturally 

shy, God is working to give us courage.  This is not a confidence in ourselves, but in the 

presence of God with us.  In his second letter to Timothy, Paul writes of this.   

 

2 Timothy 1:7 (NIV)      For God did not give us a spirit of timidity (fear, fearfulness), but a spirit of 

power, of love and of self-discipline.  

 
The timid often lack the boldness needed to accept the challenges of ministry in the church.  
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The church is a safe place for trying new things.  It is a place where we can try praying out loud.  

Some serve as ushers, which means greeting people in the name of the church.  It is a safe place 

to first serve on a committee, even lead a committee for the first time. Some are asked to help 

someone else teach a class.  In that experience, some decide it isn’t for them, while others 

realize they can do this.  Church is a safe place to learn to share your testimony of your 

salvation experience, or even try preaching a sermon. 

 

This new spirit of courage in the Lord is not an instant thing.  It is a process conducted by the 

Holy Spirit.  In the church, the timid should be encouraged in serving.   

 

The next command speaks to this also.  4.  Be holding on to the (spiritually) weak.   

These are usually new converts.   But some adults get stuck in a pattern of non-growth, even 

after years of being a Christian.  They don’t move on beyond the basics of the gospel.   

 

Ask them Bible Study questions about advanced spiritual living and all you get are basic Gospel 

answers.  This reminds me of the preacher who asked a Sunday School class of children, “What 

is gray, climbs trees, and has a fuzzy tail?”  One little boy said, “I know the answer is Jesus, but it 

sounds like a squirrel to me.”  

 

The spiritually weak have much to learn of our riches in Christ Jesus.  They have much to learn 

about obedience to Jesus and being led by the Spirit.  They need guidance and encouragement 

to grow. 

 

Now, taking all we have said so far, this next one is no surprise.  5.  Be longsuffering toward all. 

I purposely chose that old word for patience.  It describes what patience often feels like, 

suffering.  Patience is hard.  The lack of patience is a good sign of our immaturity in Christ.  Our 

lack of patience reveals how spiritually weak we are.   

 

Patience is hard.  But it is what Jesus commands of us, expects of us, will help us with. 

 

None of us is yet who God wants us to be.  And we don’t become overnight what he wants us 

to be.  It will take many years of working together with the Holy Spirit.  So it is necessary that 

we are all longsuffering towards each other. 

 

6. & 7.  Show kindness instead of paybacks. 

 

Let’s read that last verse again. 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:15 (NIV)       Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for wrong, but always try to be 

kind to each other and to everyone else.  

 

What Paul is fleshing out here is the character of Jesus.  Jesus commands that we love each 

other as he loves us.  What is described here is not some impossible ideal.  It is basic Christian 

behavior.   
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Our world is becoming less kind.  There is less tolerance of others.  If we are not careful, we will 

grow to be like them.  Jesus calls us to live differently towards each other.   

 

Jesus sacrificed for us.  We must sacrifice for him, towards each other as family. 

 

We must certainly do this when we meet together.  In the meantime let your prayers reflect 

where you fall short of any obedience to Jesus in these areas. 
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