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HOLIDAY SHARING 
 

Thanksgiving and Christmas bring the 
opportunity to share with families in need 
in our church community. 
 
Our focus this month is food for 
Thanksgiving.   We will use Sign-Up 
Genius as well as email to share 
information about what we will be 
collecting.  
 
Please feel free to contact Arlisa Harding 
or Margaret Shifflett if you have 
questions.  
 

THANKSGIVING SERVICE  

 

Thursday 
November 25 

10:00 a.m. 

  

   e-mail: pastorrobin1@verizon.net                                                                                                                                                        www.EBCGambrills.org 

GIVING  EXPLAINED 
 

Do you get confused when you look at the 
church’s budget?  Do you get confused as 
to what things you can contribute to 
beyond your regular offering?  I did for 
years.  As your “normally friendly” 
Treasurer, let me take a stab at some of 
these for you.   
 

As Emmanuel Baptist Church (EBC) of 
Gambrills, we hold to a Unified 
Budget.  That means we are prepared 
for and rely on people to give to the 
whole budget of the church and not to 
individual line items.  Accordingly, we 
do not accept direct giving to budget 
line items other than the 11 specified 
items in the "Designated Items" section 
of the budget.   
 

I hope you’re still with me. Let me break it 
down more… 
EBC relies on undesignated giving to pay 
all the expenses of running the church.  If 
you are moved to designate a portion of 
your offerings to a specific area, there are 
11 options available.  These options are 
approved by the church membership. 
 

 
Continued on page 2, see “Budget” 
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LOTTIE  MOON  
CHRISTMAS  OFFERING  
FOR  INTERNATIONAL  

MISSIONS 
 

Our annual Week of Prayer is  
November 28  

thru 
December 5 

 
Special offering envelopes and  
prayer guides will be available  

later this month. 

CAP  NEWS 

 
CAP leadership decided to provide CAP 
clients with $30 gift cards to Weis 
Supermarket to purchase food for 
Thanksgiving and Christmas rather than 
follow their tradition of handing out turkeys 
and bags of food.  None of the local 
supermarkets could guarantee enough 
turkeys, etc. 
  

“Budget” 
 
 
If you look at the bottom of the Financial 
Report distributed at each regular monthly 
business meeting, the bottom quarter of 
the report has a section entitled 
“Designated Items.”  Listed are the 11 
church approved areas that can be 
specified for offerings.  So, if you don’t 
have my report framed on your house wall 
to reference, you may be wondering what 
those items are.  Here you go: 
 

Annie Armstrong (= Easter Offering  
 for North American Missions) 
Lottie Moon (= Christmas Offering for  
 International Missions) 
State Missions (= Kathryn Barnes  
 Offering for State Missions) 
Building Families for Children * 
Christian Assistance Program (CAP) * 
Deacons Benevolence * 
Deacon Emergency Fund 
Love Gift 
Mission Dignity * 
VBS Offering 
World Hunger * 
   
Now it gets a little more complicated.  

Items without a ‘*’ only receive the amount 
of offerings that are specifically 

designated.  Items with a ‘*’ are special.  
Even if no one designates to them, the 
church will still support them, either in a 
fixed amount or by a percentage of the 
church budget.  So, if you were thinking of 
providing money for the Postage line item 
for example, reconsider as there is no 
ability for the church to accept that.  Clear 
as mud? 
 

If you made it this far and need more 
clarification on this topic or other parts of 
the budget process the church follows, 
feel free to reach out and I can answer 
your questions.                
                                                  -- Dave  

 



Mature Living 
This monthly magazine includes inspiring 
stories, slice-of life accounts, and light-hearted 
looks at life from a biblical perspective.  Enjoy 
helpful articles on strengthening your marriage, 
relating with your adult children, grand-
parenting, and caregiving. It also includes 
recipes, Biblical puzzles, and craft ideas. 

 
Journey - for women 

This monthly devotional helps equip women to 
develop a daily walk with God and to serve Him 
in their homes, churches, and communities.  
Each issue offers: 

• Daily devotions with Scripture and prayer  
 focus 

• Walking the Talk 

• Excerpts from new books and Bible studies 
 

Stand Firm - for men 
This monthly devotional is filled with practical 
ways to apply Biblical truths and designed to fit 
easily into a man's busy schedule.  Each issue 
offers: 

• Devotions that encourage men to spend  
 focused daily time with God, reading and  
 applying His Word to their lives 

• Daily guides to help a man lead his family  
 or others through a devotional time 

• Articles that address spiritual needs and  
 issues of men 
 

Open Windows 
This quarterly devotional is a dynamic, personal 
devotional guide that leads readers to delve 
deeper into their Bibles and spend more time 
with the Word. It is available in regular or large 
print.  Each issue offers: 

• Individual daily readings and selected  
 Scripture passages universal enough for  
 use with any curriculum 

• Read-through-the-Bible plan 

• Missionary prayer calendar to encourage 
 daily prayer for Southern Baptist  
 missionaries 

Take a look at the reading opportunities 
below to strengthen your family and individual 
spiritual growth.  The church provides these 
devotionals and magazines at no extra cost to 
you.  The magazines are delivered to the 
church and are available for you to pick up on 
Sundays.  
 
If you would like to receive any of these, please 
let us know by completing the form available at 
the church or emailing mshifflett8@verizon.net 
by November 20th. 

 
Homelife 

This monthly magazine offers practical, real-
world solutions toward maintaining the spiritual 
health of family members amid school, sports, 
work, play, and more.  It offers Biblical and 
practical counsel that champions life-changing 
discipleship, dynamic marriages, and effective 
parenting.  It also offers practical, real-world 
solutions toward maintaining the spiritual health 
of family members.  
 

ParentLife 
This monthly magazine encourages parents to 
build strong, godly families by focusing on the 
needs of the whole child, from birth to preteen.  
It offers a biblical approach to raising healthy, 
productive, 21st-century children and includes 
family devotional helps and informative features 
that reflect current trends and anticipates 
parenting needs. 
 

Parenting Teens 
This monthly magazine provides timely 
information, encouragement, and advice to 
families facing the unique challenges and 
blessings of parenting teens. Each month 
parents will find expert insight and practical 
advice for day-to-day and crisis situations. 
Parenting Teens gives parents encouragement 
and challenges them in their relationship with 
Christ so that they, in turn, can guide their teen.  
 

Periodicals for Growth   


