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Living Sacrifices        part 4 of Evidence of Maturity 

May 31, 2020 

 

 

When my sons were young and we were taking our annual trips to South Carolina to see relatives, it was 

a long day’s drive.  And eventually they would ask me that question, “Are we almost there?”  And I 

would point to a spot about 30 yards down the road and answer, “We are almost there.”  And then I 

would do it again, “We are almost there.”  And I would hear groans from the back seat. 

 

We all like to know that we are making progress at something.  In school, we use grades to know if we 

are making progress.  At work we use To Do Lists to see if we are making progress on that project, that 

report, or that program.  For finances we look annually to see how our saving towards retirement is 

going.  And even in the Christian life we want to know that we are making progress.  We are not looking 

to see progress towards heaven, but to maturity as followers of Jesus Christ. 

 

In the last three weeks we have looked at several characteristics of mature followers of Jesus.  They are 

major changes in behavior and character from where we start out as new Christians.  None of us are 

there yet.  We are all on the path to that.  The Holy Spirit is working in us towards that end.  Paul wrote 

to the church in Philippi about this process. 

 

Philippians 1:6 (NIV)     “… he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the 

day of Christ Jesus.”  

 

He presents this spiritual truth at the beginning of his letter.  This was a common pattern of his letters.  

In the first part of a letter he would present spiritual truths.  These theological facts most often 

concerned God, Jesus, Christians, salvation, or the church.  Then there is a transition point.  At this point 

he wrote primarily about how we should live based on the truth he had presented.  We could head the 

two parts as “What To Believe” followed by “How To Behave.” 

 

The first part of the letter of Romans runs all the way through chapter 11, roughly two thirds of the 

length of the letter.  At the end of chapter 11 Paul wrote about the mercy of God.  God has not treated 

us as our sins deserve.  He has shown us mercy and invited us to his salvation.  Paul then offers a brief 

praise of God.  Then we come to the transition with chapter 12.  In the rest of the letter he will detail 

how to respond to God’s mercy. 

 

1.  Because of God’s mercy, live for God.    (Romans 12:1-2) 

 

Romans 12:1 (NIV)   Therefore, I urge you… in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living 

sacrifices… 

 

Living sacrifices sounds like an oxymoron.  I mean that animal sacrifices always died.  A person would 

bring an animal as an offering to God and the animal was killed… always.  No one brought a goat, set it 

on the altar, said, “Here God,” and then tool it back home still alive.  The animal always dies.  Animal 

sacrifices died in the offering. 

 

But here Paul wrote about a living sacrifice.  He does so because he is speaking of offering ourselves, not 

an animal.  We are to offer ourselves to God.  But we don’t die physically.  Instead, we offer the rest of 

our living selves to living out God’s will.   
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Eugene Peterson, in his modern paraphrase of the Bible titled The Message, words this verse in such a 

way as to bring out this meaning.  “Take your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-

work, and walking-around life—and place it before God as an offering.” 

 

Because of God’s mercy, live for God.  The rest of Paul’s letter is about the sacrifices involved in doing 

that.  We will see it fall under three major sections.  The rest of chapter 12 can be summarized this way. 

 

 

2.  As one who is living for God, see yourself as a servant to God, other Christians, and enemies.   

(Romans 12:3-21) 

 

All the rest of chapter 12 deals with this.  I won’t read it all.  But it begins this way. 

 

Romans 12:3 (NIV)   Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought… 

 

Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought to think of yourself.  So how should you think of 

yourself?  Think of yourself as a servant.  Think of yourself serving God.  Think of yourself serving those 

God loves.   

 

Remember, we are starting with the fact that our salvation is entirely due to the mercy and grace of 

God.  It is not something earned.  It is not something worked for.  It is not a reward for good behavior. 

We must not be proud that we choose to put our faith in Jesus.  We must not be proud of being 

Christians.  There is not a single part of our salvation that we deserve.   

 

We are servants.  We are servants of God.  We are living for God.   And He has equipped us to serve.  We 

are to serve both Christians non-Christians.  He commands Christians to care for one another.  Paul 

wrote of that in chapter 12.  God commands us to treat non-Christians well, even those who persecute 

us.  This too is in chapter twelve.  Doing so is a mark of Christian maturity.  It is not what normal, sinful, 

people do.  It is something God produces in us as we mature in Christ. 

 

 

3.  As one who is living for God, obey the laws of the land.   

 

Romans 13:1 (NIV)  Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no 

authority except that which God has established.  

 

We all know what this is about.  We have been conscious of this lately.  For the last few months we have 

been following the orders of our governor.  This too calls us to sacrifice.  We have to sacrifice meeting 

together.  We have to sacrifice how we used to shop.  We have to sacrifice some of our freedom of 

movement, of assembly. 

 

 

So in chapters 12 and 13 we see several sacrifices that are part of giving ourselves to living for God.  We 

have to sacrifice our natural, sinful ways of thinking about ourselves.  We have to sacrifice our normal, 

sinful ways of relating to each other.  We have to sacrifice our normal, sinful ways of relating to 

enemies.  We have to sacrifice our normal, sinful attitudes towards governing authorities.  We sacrifice 

all of these things because we have given ourselves as living sacrifices to God.    
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And then we come to a very long passage about a very difficult sacrifice.  This is our main focus this 

morning.   

 

4.  As one who is living for God, give up your right to be right, for the benefit of other Christians. 

 

What does THAT mean?  I will explain momentarily, but first I need to explain about theological facts. 

There are three levels of theological facts.   

 

First level truths are those that all Christians agree on.   

 

These are the basics of the Good News of Jesus.  They are the fundamental truths that must be 

understood and believed to be saved from your sins.  These teachings include the facts that Jesus is fully 

God and fully man, that Jesus died for our sins, that God raised him from the dead, that Jesus is Lord of 

all, and that you must turn (repent) from living in sin to living for Him. 

 

The Bible is clear on each of these points.  There is no disagreement among Christians about these 

teachings.  These are the first level doctrines of the Christian faith.  I will not baptize a person who does 

not believe these things.  Such a person cannot be accepted as a member of our church. 

 

Second level truths are teachings that Christians understand differently, that cause separation from 

each.   

 

These topics are those that Christians may disagree on and because they disagree, cannot fellowship 

together as a local church.  I have friends who I know to be Christians.  But they believe baptism of 

infants to be legitimate expressions of their Christian faith.  Baptists do not.  We hold to believer’s 

baptism. 

 

Third level truths are teachings that Christians understand differently, but do not cause separation 

from each other. 

 

The list of these is long.  There may wide disagreement about the interpretation of them.  Many are not 

mentioned in the Bible at all.  

 

These last level of things are the kinds of issues addressed to us in Romans 14 and 15.  Now the 

command to sacrifice is mainly addressed to those who hold the more open view of the disputed issues.  

Paul mentions two such issues.  He gives his own understanding of one of them.  It is the open view.  But 

he calls on himself and others like him to make a sacrifice for the good of Christians who hold a more 

narrow view.   

 

Romans 14:1-23 (NIV)  Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on disputable 

matters.  One man's faith allows him to eat everything, but another man, whose faith is weak, eats 

only vegetables.  The man who eats everything must not look down on him who does not, and the 

man who does not eat everything must not condemn the man who does, for God has accepted him.  

 Who are you to judge someone else's servant? To his own master he stands or falls. And he 

will stand, for the Lord is able to make him stand.  

 One man considers one day more sacred than another; another man considers every day 

alike.  Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind.  He who regards one day as special, does 

so to the Lord.  He who eats meat, eats to the Lord, for he gives thanks to God; and he who abstains, 
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does so to the Lord and gives thanks to God.  For none of us lives to himself alone and none of us dies 

to himself alone.  If we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord.  So, whether we live 

or die, we belong to the Lord.  For this very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might be 

the Lord of both the dead and the living.  

 You, then, why do you judge your brother?  Or why do you look down on your brother?  For 

we will all stand before God's judgment seat.  It is written: "'As surely as I live,' says the Lord, 'every 

knee will bow before me; every tongue will confess to God.'"  So then, each of us will give an account 

of himself to God.  

 Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another.  Instead, make up your mind not to 

put any stumbling block or obstacle in your brother's way.  

 As one who is in the Lord Jesus, I am fully convinced that no food is unclean in itself.  But if 

anyone regards something as unclean, then for him it is unclean.  If your brother is distressed because 

of what you eat, you are no longer acting in love.  Do not by your eating destroy your brother for 

whom Christ died.  Do not allow what you consider good to be spoken of as evil.  For the kingdom of 

God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, 

because anyone who serves Christ in this way is pleasing to God and approved by men.  

 Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification.  Do 

not destroy the work of God for the sake of food.  All food is clean, but it is wrong for a man to eat 

anything that causes someone else to stumble.  It is better not to eat meat or drink wine or to do 

anything else that will cause your brother to fall.   

 So whatever you believe about these things keep between yourself and God.  Blessed is the 

man who does not condemn himself by what he approves.  But the man who has doubts is 

condemned if he eats, because his eating is not from faith; and everything that does not come from 

faith is sin.  

 

Romans 15:1-2 (NIV)   We who are strong (those who hold the more open view) ought to bear with 

the failings of the weak (those who hold the more closed view) and not to please ourselves.  Each of us 

should please his neighbor for his good, to build him up.  

 

Now let me explain about the sacrifice using the example of eating meat that Paul wrote of.  Let’s say 

you are sharing a meal with a Christian who believes it is a sin for any Christian to eat meat.  We are 

speaking of eating meat as a sin.  This isn’t a person who decides to go vegan for health reasons.   

 

If you are with a Christians who believes it is a sin to eat meat, then don’t eat meat at the meal with that 

person.  Eat meat when you are not with that person.  Eat meat when it will not harm that person’s 

faith.  Eat meat when it will not tempt that person to do so.  Don’t try to talk the other person into 

eating meat. 

 

If it is okay with God that Christians eat meat, it is not your job to convince the other Christian that it is 

okay.  It is the Holy Spirit’s job.  The Holy Spirit doesn’t need your help to do the job.  So, back off.  Keep 

quiet.  Let it be.  Don’t condemn the other.   Don’t belittle or criticize.  Don’t try to talk them out of their 

belief.   

 

Instead, pray for the Holy Spirit to bring them to the truth.  The Spirit knows the best way and the best 

time to do so.  And make the sacrifice of eating meat while you are with that person.  This is a Jesus  

response to the situation.  This is what the mature Christian chooses to do.  The mature Christian 

sacrifices the right to be right. 
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God command to us is to sacrifice our desires, our wants, our rights, our opinions, if that will help 

another person.  God calls us to be living sacrifices.   

 

Are we almost there?  I don’t know anyone who is almost there.  We all have a long way to go to 

Christian maturity.  Our prayers should reflect how far we need to grow as we put ourselves on the altar 

as living sacrifices. 

 

[] 

 

Why would anyone choose to do such things as I talked about today?  We have chosen to do so because 

of the great mercy of God. 

 

Our faith depends on the death and resurrection of Jesus.  In his death and resurrection, God has 

provided a plan of salvation. 

 

He is inviting you to his salvation today.  He promises forgiveness of sin and eternal life.   

 

Receive Jesus as your Savior and Lord.  Turn from your sins.  And you will be saved. 

 

 

 

 

 


