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Praying The Words of God,             part 2 of   Teach Us To Pray 

March 8, 2020 

 

 

When Russell Herman died in 1994, his will included a staggering set of bequests.  Among the 

many intended recipients were the following.  He designated two billion dollars for the City of 

East St. Louis, another billion and a half for the State of Illinois, two and a half billion for the 

national forest system, and six trillion dollars to the federal government to help pay off the 

national debt.  There was however one big problem.  Herman’s only asset when he died was an 

eleven-year-old Oldsmobile.  His promises were meaningless because there was nothing to 

back them up. 

 

That will never happen with God.  God has the knowledge and power to back up everything He 

says.  As Christians we depend on those promises.  One of our favorite hymns is Standing on the 

Promises.  We also stand on the teachings of God revealed to us in the Bible.   On Wednesday 

nights we in the Prayer Service have been going through the New Testament highlighting 

statements of spiritual truth.   And we praise the Lord for those truths as we begin our time of 

prayer together. 

 

As Christians we live our lives based on what the Bible reveals about God, about us, and about 

salvation.  Our behavior is based on what God says.  We live in obedience to God because of his 

teaching and promises.  Well our prayers should also reflect our belief in what God says.   

 

And that is the subject of today’s sermon.  This short sermon series is about how, and what, to 

pray.  Prayer is at the heart of our relationship with God.  For the relationship to grow, our 

prayers must grow.  I do not mean our prayers must grow longer in length.  Instead, Our 

prayers should grow to be more honest, Bible based, and focus as much on what God wants 

as what we want.   

 

We begin today in 2 Samuel 7.  This chapter opens with King David enjoying his new house.  He 

had finally become king of all of Israel.  He built himself a fine palace to live in and was enjoying 

it.  And then something occurred to him.  Let’s see what it was. 

 

2 Samuel 7:1-2 (NIV)  After the king was settled in his palace and the LORD had given him rest 

from all his enemies around him,  he said to Nathan the prophet, "Here I am, living in a palace 

of cedar, while the ark of God remains in a tent."  

 

Everybody loved David and knew that God was with him in everything he did.  That means he 

was successful in everything he did.  Because of that Nathan tells David to go for it and build a 

temple to house the Ark of the Covenant.   

 

But that night God spoke to Nathan the Prophet and told him that David was not the one to 

build a temple for God.  In addition, God made several promises to David.  I want us to focus on 
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the last promise.  So, we will skip down to verse 11.  This is God speaking through Nathan to 

David. 

 

2 Samuel 7:11 (NIV)     'The LORD declares to you that the LORD himself will establish a house 

for you:   

 

When God says he is going to establish a house for David, he does not mean a building.  He 

means he is going to make of David’s descendants a dynasty of kings.  David’s descendants will 

be a continuous line of kings over Israel. 

 

2 Samuel 7:11-16 (NIV)     'The LORD declares to you that the LORD himself will establish a 

house for you:  When your days are over and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up your 

offspring to succeed you, who will come from your own body, and I will establish his 

kingdom.  He is the one who will build a house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of 

his kingdom forever.  I will be his father, and he will be my son. When he does wrong, I will 

punish him with the rod of men, with floggings inflicted by men.  But my love will never be 

taken away from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from before you.  Your 

house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be established 

forever.'"  

 

The rightful king of Israel will always be one of David’s descendants.  That was a great promise. 

So, after receiving God’s message from Nathan, David prays a response to God.  He starts his 

prayer by humbling himself before God.  He knows he is not worthy of such a promise.  Such a 

promise was a gift of God’s grace.  It was not a reward for anything David had done.  Humility is 

important to our prayers and I spoke of it last week in part one of this series.  You can find that 

sermon on our website.   

 

I want to focus this morning on the last portion of David’s prayer.  See if you can catch this.  

God made a promise to David.  In response David based his prayer on what God said. 

 

2 Samuel 7:25-29 (NIV)      "And now, LORD God, keep forever the promise you have made 

concerning your servant and his house. Do as you promised, so that your name will be great 

forever. Then men will say, 'The LORD (Yahweh) … is God over Israel!' And the house of your 

servant David will be established before you.  "O LORD (Yahweh) …, God of Israel, you have 

revealed this to your servant, saying, 'I will build a house for you.' So, your servant has found 

courage to offer you this prayer.  O Sovereign LORD (Yahweh), you are God!  Your words are 

trustworthy, and you have promised these good things to your servant.  Now be pleased to 

bless the house of your servant, that it may continue forever in your sight; for you, O 

Sovereign LORD, (Yahweh) have spoken, and with your blessing the house of your servant will 

be blessed forever."  

 

David boldly, but humbly, asked God to do what God promised to do.  What we see in David’s 

prayer is an example of praying God’s words back to him.  And this is the point of today’s 

sermon.  Pray the teachings and promises of God.  Pray the Words of God back to God.   
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I want to give you several examples of this today.  The following is based on Psalm 3. 

 

Psalm 3  

 

Verse one reads… 

v 1,  "O LORD, how many are my foes!  How many rise up against me!"   

This speaks of enemies, which most of us don’t have.  But you might think of your troubles, 

worries, or problems instead.  So, you might pray something like this:  Lord, you know how 

many problems I am battling today, at work, school, and home. 

 

v 2,  "Many are saying of me, 'God will not deliver him.' " 

Satan is trying to convince me that You won’t help me.   I am not listening to him.  I am standing 

by faith in the you promise of Christ’s constant presence.  I believe the Holy Spirit is in me and 

will help me through my troubles.  

 

v 3,  “But you are a shield around me, O LORD; you bestow glory on me and lift up my head. 

I believe you know me and love me.  I am your possession, guarded by your power.  I rest 

myself in your love today. 

 

v 4,  "To the LORD I cry aloud, and He answer me from His holy hill." 

Lord, speak to me through Your word. 

 

v 5,  "I lie down and sleep;  I wake again, because the LORD sustains me." 

Help me to rest well tonight, confident that you are watching over me.  Thank for You for my 

warm, soft bed, my clothes, my food, and all the other comforts You have enabled me to have.  

 

v 6,  "I will not fear the tens of thousands drawn up against me on every side." 

Help me to live out my faith in the secular places of my work, school, and community. 

 

v 8,  From the LORD comes deliverance.   

I am tempted to trust in my intelligence, my skills, my network of relationships, my experience, 

my savings and other resources.  Help me to use these, but to trust in YOU for my livelihood 

and prosperity. 

 

v 8,  May your blessing be on your people. 

Lord, bless us, your church family at Emmanuel.  Grow your kingdom through us. 

 

This is how to pray through the Psalms.  Let the imagery of the Psalm lead your thinking to 

parallels in your life.  Use the Psalm in this way as the basis for your prayer. 
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Don't worry if nothing suggests itself from every line.  The idea is not to be a slave to the words, 

but to let GOD use them to guide your thinking.  An idea in the Psalm may have no meaning for 

you.  Just move on to the next one after a few moments.   

 

But do give it time.  This is not a quick read through.  Take it slow.  Think about the meaning of 

each line.  Pause and give God time to speak.  Then respond to what God reveals. 

 

You can do the same with other passages as well.   God can speak through any part of His word.  

Let Him speak to You as you pray your way through a passage of the Bible. 

 

And now let’s look at a bit of one of Paul’s letters. 

 

Philippians 1 

 

vv 3-5,  I thank my God every time I remember you.  In all my prayers for all of you, I always 

pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now,   

Lord, thank you for my church family, for my partners in the gospel.  Thank you for each person 

you have made to be a part of Emmanuel Baptist Church. 

 

v 6,  being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to 

completion until the day of Christ Jesus.  

I praise you for the work of salvation you are accomplishing in me, past, present, and future.  I 

long for the day when my salvation will be complete at Christ’s return. 

 

v 9,  And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and 

depth of insight 

Grow us, your church, in that love.  Deepen our knowledge of each other, our appreciation for 

each other, and our compassion towards each other.  Guide me as I get to know, and pray for, 

each person in our church. 

 

v 10,  so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until 

the day of Christ, 

Lord, the world is a confusing place these days.  We have been affected by the sinful values 

around us.  We are not pure and blameless.  But make it so.  Transform us Holy Spirit. 

 

v 11, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and 

praise of God. 

We want our lives to reveal Jesus to those around us.  We want our lives to bring glory to your 

name.  Make that a reality. 

 

Let me share with you several benefits of praying the Bible.   

Praying the Bible leads you to more subjects for prayer.   

Praying the Bible fills your prayers with spiritual truth and God’s promises.   

Praying the Bible highlights truths, you might otherwise overlook.    
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Praying the Bible is one way of building a stronger relationship with God. 

 

God wants a personal relationship with each of us.  He calls us by name to believe on Jesus as 

our Savior and turn our life over to Him in repentance as our Lord.  He calls you to do so today. 


