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Pray All the Time                            part 3 of Teach Us To Pray 

March 15, 2020 

 

 

We have gathered today to celebrate God’s love of us.  God loves each of us.  God loves you by 

name.  He called each of us specifically to himself in interpersonal relationship.  God loves you 

fully and completely.  God is on your side.  God wants only your good.   

 

You might feel like God can’t love you.  Maybe you worry about a specific sin you are guilty of.  

It does not matter what sins you are guilty of.  God knows all about you.  He is not surprised by 

any of your sins.  He sees all of your sins the same, from the smallest to the biggest.  He has 

always known of your sins.  He knew what would be your worst sin even before you were born.   

 

Yet God conceived you.  He gave you life.  He nurtured you and revealed himself to you.  He 

brought the Gospel to you.  These were all acts of his love.  So put your faith in him, in his love. 

 

Belief in God’s love is foundational to effective prayer.  And prayer is one of the elements 

necessary to growing your relationship with God.   

 

It is because of his love that he sent us a savior.  Without that Savior we would have no hope 

for anything good beyond this life.  Jesus died for ALL of your sins.  He did so because he loves 

you. 

 

I wanted to remind you of God’s love of you upfront this morning because all that comes after 

will build upon that truth.  I don’t want you to be in doubt about God’s attitude towards you.  

  

Yes, he loves you.  But he doesn’t smile on your sins.  He does not indulge your sins.  He is not 

okay with your sins.  But neither is he acting harshly with you today.  He is not frowning at you.  

He is not upset with you.  He loves you.  He may discipline you, but out of love, not anger.  He is 

compassionate towards you.   He wants you to see your sin as he does and is working towards 

that end.   

 

Now, with that as the background for what comes next, let me ask you a question.  Have you 

ever started some kind of remodeling, a letter to a relative, started learning a musical 

instrument, begun a hobby, or started a home improvement project and not finished it?   Most 

of us have.  I could name speed reading, piano, banjo, wood carving, and more.  For years I had 

good intentions of writing to my nieces and nephews regularly but just did not get around to it.  

I have lived in my home 19 years now and still haven’t done all that I initially believed we 

should do. 

 

Sometimes we don’t finish an activity because we get tired of doing it.  Sometimes we don’t 

finish because it ceases to be fun.   Sometimes we don’t see results soon enough.  Sometimes 

we just get distracted by something else.  One or more of these could also be said about a 
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school project or a project on your job.  The difference is that such projects at work or school  

have a deadline and there is a penalty if they are not completed.   

 

But hobbies are not like that.  Hobbies are open ended and optional.  It is easy to quit a hobby.  

It is also easy to quit prayer.  This is especially true if you view prayer as optional instead of 

necessary. 

 

This morning, Jesus wants us to see prayer as a necessity.  Jesus wants us to persevere at 

prayer.  Our passage this morning is in the book of Luke.   

 

Luke 18:1-8 (NIV)     Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should 

always pray and not give up.  He said: "In a certain town there was a judge who neither 

feared God nor cared about men.  And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to 

him with the plea, 'Grant me justice against my adversary.'  

"For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, 'Even though I don't fear God or 

care about men, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, 

so that she won't eventually wear me out with her coming!' "  

And the Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust judge says.  And will not God bring about 

justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night?  Will he keep putting them off?  

I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly.  However, when the Son of Man 

comes, will he find faith on the earth?"  

 

There were two kinds of courts at that time and in that place.  One was the Jewish court, made 

up of three men.  The court in this parable is a Roman court, with one judge.  The Roman judges 

were notorious for taking bribes.  The judge in the parable is a bribe taker.  He doesn’t care that 

accepting bribes is morally wrong.  He doesn’t worry about what God or others think of him.   

 

The second person in the story is a widow.  Widows were low down on the social scale.  If they 

had no grown sons to work and support them, they were usually dirt poor.  Widows had no 

public clout, no political influence.  She did not have money to bribe a judge, even if she were 

inclined to do so.  But one thing she could do, and that is what she did.  She kept hounding the 

judge for justice.  And so, just to be rid of her, he gave her justice. 

 

Jesus then asks his disciples a question that has an implied answer.  He asks, “If this unjust 

judge would give justice to someone he doesn’t care about , won’t God be sure to bring about 

justice for His people?”  Jesus implies that God loves his people, his chosen ones.  And so he will 

make sure that they get justice, will he not?  Of course he will.   Jesus expect us to agree with 

him because we believe in God’s love of us.   

 

Jesus is contrasting God and the judge.  He is not at all saying that God is like this dishonest 

judge.  Instead, He is counting on us to know that God is just, that God loves us, and that God 

will vindicate us.  The NIV translation, “justice”, is a little misleading.  The Greek word used here 

can also mean “revenge, avenge (as in the KJV), punish, or vindicate.”  I believe that vindicate is 

the proper translation here as it applies to Christians. 
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Jesus is not saying that you, as a Christian, will always get justice in secular courts here on 

earth.  He is saying that you, as his follower, will one day be vindicated as His follower.  There 

will come a day when all the world will know that Jesus Christ is Lord, and that you are His 

follower.  On that day, you will receive glory with Him and be vindicated in the eyes of 

unbelievers.   

 

The context of this passage is the return of Jesus to earth to take up his throne in chapter 

seven.  Chapter eight is not a new subject.  Remember that the chapter and verse numbers are 

not original to the Bible.  They were added much later.  These verses in chapter 8 are a 

continuation of the last subject in chapter seven.  That subject opened this way. 

 

Luke 17:20-21 (NIV)  Once, having been asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God 

would come, Jesus replied, "The kingdom of God does not come with your careful 

observation, nor will people say, 'Here it is,' or 'There it is,' because the kingdom of God is 

within you."  

 

Luke 17:24 (NIV)  For the Son of Man in his day will be like the lightning, which flashes and 

lights up the sky from one end to the other.  

 

 

The answer to the earlier question is that Jesus will return at the proper time, very quickly, and 

THEN all the world will know the truth.  Now let’s go back to chapter 18. 

 

Luke 18:6-8 (NIV)     And the Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust judge says.  And will not 

God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night?  Will he keep 

putting them off?  I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. 

 

Jesus acknowledges two things here that seem to contradict each other.  He says that God is 

putting His people off.  He acknowledges that.  And yet, He says, God will give them vindication 

speedily.  What does Jesus mean by these two statements?   

 

I believe that he is saying there is a right time, a best time, for God to bring vindication.  That 

time, when Jesus walked the earth, was not the right time.  In fact, over 2,000 years later we 

are still waiting for the right time.  God has been holding off for the return of Jesus.  The 

question I present to you this morning is why.  Why would God wait?  Why would God hold off 

to send Jesus back to earth? 

 

1.  God is giving us time to repent. 

 

If you haven’t thought of it lately, let me remind you that God did not strike you dead the first 

time you sinned.  Nor did he end your life at any of the other thousands of sins you are guilty of.  

We are taught that “the wages of sin death.”  But God does not say that death will come at the 

moment of sin. 
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We deserve it at that moment.  But God rarely ends a life at the person’s first sin.  The reason 

He does not do so is because he gives us time to repent of our sin and humbly seek Him.  Paul 

refers to this in his letter to the Christians in Rome. 

 

Romans 2:4  (NIV)    “… do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, tolerance and 

patience, not realizing that God's kindness leads you toward repentance?” 

 

God’s kindness, that is, not punishing you for sin right away, gives you a chance to recognize 

and repent of your sin.  God loves all people and wants all people to learn of him, our sin, and 

repent. 

 

 

2.  God uses this time to test our faith.    Look at Jesus’ words.   

 

Luke 18:8 (NIV)    “…when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?" 

 

This is just one of the parables Jesus used to caution his disciples about maintaining their faith 

and repentance/obedience.  He warns us not to slack off in our faith and obedience.  He does 

that here.  His words mean, “Will I find you, my disciples, persisting in believing prayer?” 

 

I said earlier that we sometimes give up on an activity because we don’t see results.  

Sometimes when this happens we become discouraged and start to think that we never WILL 

see any results.  So we quit.  Many quit praying consistently for that reason. 

 

Jesus is calling us to maintain our faith in our relationship with God.  Do you really believe in 

God’s power and wisdom, His promise and love?  Then you should keep praying.  Persevering 

prayer keeps your eyes focused on God.   

 

 

God has already picked the day for Jesus to return.  We have to believe that it is the right time, 

the best time.  God’s delays are not the delays of inactivity but of preparation.  God is always 

answering prayer, otherwise Romans 8:28 could not be in the Bible.   

 

Romans 8:28 (NIV)      And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who 

love him, who have been called according to his purpose.  

 

 

God works in all things at all times, towards the end of time that he has planned to accomplish 

His purposes.  The moment we send Him a request that is in His will (see 1 John 5:14-15), God 

begins to work.  We may not see it now, but one day we will. 

 

So keep on praying.  Set up habits of prayer to remain consistent. 

 


