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Living On the Edge 

June 28, 2020 

 

 

My wife and I were in New Hampshire some years back on vacation.  We had never been in 

New England and there were lots of new things to do and see.  One new thing we saw was a 

warning sign on the highway.  We’ve seen plenty of warning signs before, but this was a new 

one for us.  It said, “Warning: Moose Crossing”.   

 

We took the warning seriously and looked and looked and looked the whole trip, but never saw 

a moose.  Our friends drove us over one particular mountain on Saturday morning, saying that 

it would be the most likely route on which to see a moose.  I rode shotgun with my camera at 

the ready, scanning each curve ahead with great expectation, on the edge of my seat.  We saw 

beautiful mountain views, and a tree stump that had been shaped into a chair, and plenty of 

wildflowers.  But we did not see a moose.  We were disappointed.   

 

We hope to go to New Hampshire again someday.  The question is, when we see that sign 

again, “Warning: Moose Crossing”, will we take it seriously?  Will we ride on the edge of our 

seats, with camera in hand, scanning the road for a glimpse of a moose?  Or will we say to 

ourselves, “We aren’t going to see a moose,” and leave the camera in its case? 

 

In the Bible, we are told that Jesus is coming again.  And he warns us to be ready for his return.   

Turn with me to Luke 21.  

 

Luke 21:5-7 (NIV)  Some of his disciples were remarking about how the temple was adorned with 

beautiful stones and with gifts dedicated to God.  But Jesus said,  "As for what you see here, the time 

will come when not one stone will be left on another; every one of them will be thrown down."   

 "Teacher," they asked, "when will these things happen?  And what will be the sign that they 

are about to take place?"  

 

In answer to the question Jesus gives more information than is asked for.  And he gives several 

commands.  The first command is… Do not be fooled about his return. v8 

 

Luke 21:8 (NIV)      "Watch out that you are not deceived.  For many will come in my name, claiming, 'I 

am he,' and, 'The time is near.'  Do not follow them.”  

 

The key to not being fooled is to know what to look for.  We are told what to look for in Acts 1. 

 

Acts 1:9-11 (NIV)  After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from 

their sight.  They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men 

dressed in white stood beside them.  "Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here looking into 

the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way 

you have seen him go into heaven."  
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In this passage we are told what the return of Jesus to planet earth will be like.  We call his 

leaving the ascension of Jesus.  He ascended, or rose up, into the sky, into the clouds, and out 

of their sight.  So when he returns, it will be from the clouds.  We will see him in the clouds 

when he returns.  That is what we are to look for.  Every Christian will see his return.  No one 

will miss it.  

 

So if someone says, “Jesus has returned,” don’t believe it.  He will not return in secret.  He will 

not appear only to a few.  Do not be fooled. 

 

The next command of Jesus is… Do not be alarmed by tragic events in history. v9-11 

 

Luke 21:9-11 (NIV)     When you hear of wars and revolutions, do not be frightened.  These things must 

happen first, but the end will not come right away."  Then he said to them: "Nation will rise against 

nation, and kingdom against kingdom.  There will be great earthquakes, famines and pestilences in 

various places, and fearful events and great signs from heaven.  

 

Do not be alarmed at wars, rebellions, revolutions, and protests.  Do not be alarmed or 

surprised at natural disasters.  At times they may overwhelm us.  But we should not be alarmed 

as if they were unexpected.  As one news commentator recently said, history is right on 

schedule.  God has it all planned out. 

 

Such things will cause trouble for everyone, including Christians.  So prepare for them.  Do what 

you can to prepare for emergencies.  Gather a week’s supply of food and water.  Gather 

emergency lighting and cooking supplies.  

 

Be prepared for what Jesus has already warned us will happen.  The pandemic was not 

mentioned specifically, but certainly falls under the category of things mentioned by Jesus.   

 

Such events are great opportunities to tell others that Jesus foretold such events.  It is also 

opportunity to minister to those who have no hope. 

 

Jesus then prophecies two other things that will happen before the end of the age.  First, 

Christians will be persecuted.  At the very least this means the apostles.  But there are 

Christians suffering for the name of Jesus today in many places around the world. 

 

Luke 21:12-15 (NIV)  "But before all this, they will lay hands on you and persecute you. They will 

deliver you to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors, and all on 

account of my name.  This will result in your being witnesses to them.  But make up your mind not to 

worry beforehand how you will defend yourselves.  For I will give you words and wisdom that none of 

your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict.   

 

The second thing to happen before the end of the age would be the fall of Jerusalem. 
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Luke 21:20-21, 24b (NIV)  "When you see Jerusalem being surrounded by armies, you will know that 

its desolation is near.  Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, let those in the city get 

out, and let those in the country not enter the city…   

  Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. 

 

The destruction of Jerusalem is an historical fact.  It occurred in 70 AD.  It was fulfilled just as 

Jesus foretold.  Jesus foretold the persecution of his followers and the destruction of Jerusalem. 

Next He tells of events that will occur closer to his return.   

 

Luke 21:25-26 (NIV)  "There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars.  On the earth, nations will be in 

anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea.  Men will faint from terror, apprehensive 

of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken. 

 

The part about the sea could be the rising sea levels or tsunamis.  Those would be bad enough.  

The next part is even more troubling.  Jesus speaks of it this way in Mathew’s gospel, quoting 

from Isaiah. 

 

Matthew 24:29 (NIV)  "… the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will 

fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.” 

 

These may be unusual stellar events like exploding stars, comets, or damaging meteor showers 

that rain debris down upon the earth.  Or they may be supernatural events.  Either way I get the 

idea that these will be events more surprising and threatening than the current COVID-19 virus.   

 

However, instead of being dismayed by such events, we should be encouraged because these 

are the events most near the return of Jesus.  The next verse reads as if Jesus will return during, 

or shortly after, these heavenly body events. 

 

Luke 21:27-28 (NIV)    At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and 

great glory.  When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your 

redemption is drawing near. 
 

 

Jesus answers the disciple’s question with commands not to be fooled or alarmed.  He then 

prophecies persecution and the fall of Jerusalem.  He then announces the signs of his return. 

Finally, he gives a warning command about being ready for his return. 

 

Luke 21:34-36 (NIV)  "Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with dissipation, drunkenness 

and the anxieties of life, and that day will close on you unexpectedly like a trap.  For it will come upon 

all those who live on the face of the whole earth.  Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be 

able to escape all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to stand before the Son of Man." 

 

Jesus mentions three things to be careful of.  Let’s look at each briefly. 

 

Be careful to guard yourself against what you enjoy. 
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Webster’s Dictionary defines “dissipation” as “indulgence in pleasure to the point of harming 

oneself.”  This Greek word comes from a root word that means headache.  This headache was a 

result of overindulging in something.  It was used of to describe the effects of overindulging 

something in good things.   

 

Today, for many, life is all about food, the latest fad.  They live to eat.  We are supposed to live 

for Jesus.  Don’t live to eat.  Don’t live for a hobby.  Don’t live for sports or recreation.   Live for 

Jesus.  Be watching for the signs of his return. 

 

 

Be careful to guard yourself against addiction. 

While alcohol is mentioned specifically, by extension it would include anything addictive.  Other 

kinds of drugs can be addiction.  Pornography is addicting.  Video gaming can be addictive.  

Social media is addictive for some.  Shopping is addictive for others.  Griping and complaining is 

the addition of others.  Work is the addiction of some people.   

 

Our only addiction should be to the leading of the Holy Spirit. 

  

 

Be careful to guard yourself against stress. 

The first warning was about pleasures.  The second is about addictions.  This third is about the 

stresses of life.  Problems and their worries can take over your life.  They can be all-consuming.  

Again, this will distract you from your Lord.  You will not, likely, be ready for his return.   

 

So guard yourself against pleasures, addictions, and stresses.  Be watching for the return of 

your Savior.  Live on the edge of your seat. 

 

 

During his 1960 presidential campaign, John F. Kennedy often closed his speeches with the 

story of Colonel Davenport, the Speaker of the Connecticut House of Representatives.  One day 

in 1789, the sky of Hartford darkened ominously, and some of the representatives, glancing out 

the windows, feared the Day of the Lord had arrived.  Many of the representatives, in fear, 

called for an immediate adjournment.  Colonel Davenport rose and said, "The Day of 

Judgement is either approaching or it is not.  If it is not, there is no cause for adjournment.  If it 

is, I choose to be found doing my duty.   Therefore, I wish that candles be brought."  

 

Are you busy doing your duty as a follower of Christ?  Work in faith.  Labor with love.  Endure by 

hope in the return of Jesus.  Watch for him.  Live on the edge of your seat.   

 


